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The BEETLE Mouse 

At 320 DPI and with its 
smooth palm hugging shape 
the Beetle Mouse is the newest 
and best mouse yet available 
for the ST. 




GE Soft Host Adaptor 

Includes SCSI lead & OMA lead 
MEGA KIT, as above but also Case, 
Power Supply, LED'S, and Screws 



£69.95 
£170 



Professional 

Monitors 

NEC Multisync 



The TRACKBALL 

Switchable between Atari and Amaga 
with the third button "Click and hold" 
feature this must be the best value 
Trackball at 



3D 



£499 




Quadram 1480 
Multisync £399 
Switch box with 
Audio out 

£24.95 




GOLDEN Image 

Optical Mouse 

Amazing accuracy and 

reliability with the first 

optical mouse for the ST. 

only £39.95 



GOLDEN Image Mouse 

Sleek and smooth this 

rodent is perfect for those 

with a gentle touch 

22*99 



Prices maybe subject to P&P charges. Please telephone to confirm. 



GASTEINER 2x2 Ram Upgrade 

Easily upgrade your 520 or 1040 to 2SMB or 

Mega 2 to 4MB 

£149.95 inc high quality ram chips. 

All these and many other products at:- 

GASTJ3N§§« 

Unit 12A Millmead Business Centre 
Mill Mead Road London N19 OQU 

Tel: 081-365 1151 Fax: 081-885 1953 



GASTEINER 



SOFTWARE 



COMPUTERS 



Atari 




520STFM 


POA 


520STE (Turbo) 


POA 


520STE 1Mb 


POA 


520STE 2Mb 


£349.00 


520STE 4Mb 


£429.00 


1040STE 1Mb 


£349.00 


1040STE 2Mb 


£429.00 


1040STE 4Mb 


£509.00 


Mega STE 


POA 


TT 


POA 



MEGA DRIVES 



Gasteiner Mega Drives 

All drives are autobooting and parking. 

30Mb 28ms ' £299.00 

50Mb 28ms £349.00 

60Mb 24ms £399.00 

85Mb 24ms £449.00 

52Mb 11ms £409.00 

100Mb 11ms £499.00 



MEGA KIT 



MONITORS 



Philips 8833 II 
Atari SM124 
Atari SC1224 



£229.00 
POA 
POA 



Syquest 44Mb Cart £99.00 

GE Soft Host Adaptor £59.00 

(includes SCSI lead & DMA lead) 
Megakit, as above but also case 
and power supply £129.00 

Power Supply £34.95 

DMA Cable £7.99 



PRO MONITORS 



NEC 3D £499.00 

Quadram 1480 £399.00 

Free Switch Box with Audio Out 



PERIPHERALS 



PRINTERS 



[ Panasonic 




KXP-1081 


£155.00 


KXP-1180 


£159.00 


KXP-1123 


£209.00 


KXP-1124i 


£269.00 


Star 




LC-10 


£169.00 


LC24-200 (Col) 


£299.00 


LC24-200 (Mono) 


£269.00 


i Canon BJ10 


£249.00 



Golden Image Mouse 
Gasteiner Mouse 


£19.95 " 


£17.95 


Alfa Data Mouse 


£19.95 


Golden Image Optical 


£29.95 


Golden Image Scanner 


£149.95 


Bettle Mouse 


£29.95 


Track Ball (click & hold) 


£29.95 


Track Ball 


£24.95 


Printer Cable 


£6.00 


Midi Cables 


£6.95 


10 x Sony Discs 


£9.95 


ST Clock 


£23.95 J 



LASERS 



Panasonic KXP 4420 
Atari SLM 605 
HP Laserjet IIP 
NEC 560P (Postscript) 



£849.00 

£879.00 

£849.00 

£1799.00 




Gasteiner 2Mb for ST, 
STEM & Mega 2 
1/2 Mb 
Unpop Board 
STE l/2Mb 

2Mb 

4Mb 



ATARI ST SOFTWARE 



Accounts 



Sage Cash Trader 
Small Business 
Sage Fin Control 



Databases 



Superbase Personal 2 
Superbase Professional 
Prodata 



Fleet ST Publisher 
Calamus 
Calligrapher 
Page Streamer Pro 



£76.00 

£35.00 

£379.00 



£59.00 

£169.00 

£55.00 



£159.00 
POA 
POA 

£129.00 



Music 



C-Lab Notator 
C-Lab Creator 
Cubase 
Cubeat 

That's Write 
Write On 
Pretext 

Calligrapher 



£429.00 
£269.00 
£449.00 
£229.00 



£29.95 

£45.00 

£109.00 

POA 




Trade and Educational 
Orders Welcome 



Desktop Publishing 
Timeworks Publisher 

other languages also available 
Timeworks Publisher Tutor 
Scan Art 
Draw Art 
Borders 

Word Processing 

1st Word Plus (English) 
1st Word Plus (USA) 
Word Writer 
1st Mail 



£59.00 

£24.00 
£34.00 
£39.00 
£24.00 



£55.00 

POA 

£44.00 

£10.00 



Replacement Desktop 

NecDesk 3 

Drawing Programs 

Easy-Draw 2 

Supercharged Easy-Draw 2 
Easy Tools 

Databases 

Data Manager Professional 

Base II 

Antic Cyber Series 3D Design and Animation 

Cyber Studio 

Cyber Control 

Cyber Paint 

Cyber Sculpt 

Cyber Texture 

3D Developer's Disk 

Architectural Design Disk 

Cartoon Design Disk 

Future Design Disk 

Human Design Disk 

Microbot Design Disk 

Video Titling Design Disk 

3D Fonts I 

3D Fonts II 

CAD 3D 1.0 

Plotter and Printer Drivers 

GIST 

Genesis 

Spectrum 512 



£29.00 



£29.00 
£65.00 
£34.00 



£32.00 
£24.00 



£45.00 
£35.00 
£45.00 
£69.00 
£45.00 
£15.00 
£15.00 
£24.00 
£15.00 
£15.00 
£24.00 
£19.95 
£24.00 
£24.00 
£20.00 
£20.00 
£15.00 
£34.00 
£24.00 




Languages 

Mark Williams C Version 3.0 

csd for the Atari ST 

GST Macro Assembler 

Fractal Generator 

GSTC 

Prospero C Compiler 

Prospero Fortran 

Prospero Pascal 

Stand-Alone Programs 

COLR Object Editor 

Crystal 

Maps & Legends 

Datamap Collection 1 

Datamap Collection 2 
Expert Opinion 
Flash 

Kermit & Remote 
Navigator 
PIE 

Quicktran 
START 
Panner ST 

Valuetime Budget Range 

Let's Make Calendars & Stationery 
Let's Make Greeting Cards 
Let's Make Signs & Banners 



Spreadsheets 



K-Spread 

Logistix 

LDW 



Miscellaneous 



Deluxe Paint 
Hyperpaint 



£109.00 
£49.00 
£15.00 
£15.00 
£15.00 
£89.00 
£89.00 
£89.00 



POA 
POA 
POA 
POA 
POA 
POA 
POA 
POA 
POA 
POA 
POA 
£6.95 
£35.00 



£8.00 
£8.00 
£8.00 



POA 

£79.00 
£89.00 



£49.00 
£24.00 



"THIS MONTHS SPECIALS" 

Atari 520 STE 
£269.00 



" : : — 



Credit Cards 
Welcome 



GASTEINER 

Unit 3 Millmead Business Centre, Millmead Road, London N17. 
Tel: 081 365 1-151. Fax: 081 885 1953. Mon-Fri (9.30am-5.30pm) Sat (9am- 2pm). 



IPersonal Callersl 
Welcome 
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Fax: 0625 879966 
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NEWSTRADE DISTRIBUTION: Comag 0895 444055 




FEATURES 



MIDI MAESTRO PLEASE 16 

Everything you need to know before 

exploring the world of Midi and 

music. Musician Paul Austin 

explains its history, who's doing it 

with the ST, which set-up to buy and 

gives useful tips for creating the ideal 

tunes. jM _^m^ y/m 

v- wJr 

BREAKING THE MONOTONY 96 

Mono monitor users can have a break from work as Andrew Wright found 
out when he went in search of black and white leisure software. Why not 
pick up a joystick and join him in the fun? 

BRINGING SCHOOL HOME 54 

Learn from home with Part 2 of our education feature, which tests software 
and advises which will get you to the top of the class. 

BUYER'S GUIDE 77 

Which software package should you choose? Seven pages detailing the 
features of all serious ST programs give all the help you'll need before 
parting with your money. 

MASTERCLASS: NEODESK 3 92 

Is your desktop messy even though you own a replacement? Simon 
Lawson passes tips on how to get the most from the best ST Desktop 
around. 



REVIEWS 



ST4096C 99 

STFM owners finally have the chance to 
enjoy the full 4,096 colours on the STE. 
ST4096C is a neat solution for gaining 
access to the improved palette. 
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Printer Options I EK iflwcel 1 



Printer Khick Pages; 

■ Send to Printer ■Ell Pages 
DSend to Oisfc DEveo Pages 

"Odd Pages 



Vertical Align 
C) Top 
CBotton 
■ Centre 
D Offset 



Horizontal Align 
DLeft 
Gftignt 
■ Centre 
D Offset 



Uert 8ffset:e.4j_ Hon Offset :e.4_ 

Fran Pige:l L~j Alternate Margins 

To Page:939 CjColfato pages 

Mas Copies :J L 'Manual Paper Feed 

OReverse Order WizeilBB 



CALLIGRAPHER JUNIOR ...100 

The cut-down version of the highly- 
acclaimed Calligrapher Professional is put 
under the spotlight and Simon Lawson 
finds it to be the only word processor 
you'll ever need. 



Atari ST User September 1991 



REGULARS 



NEWS 7 

Tos 2 upgrade for STs, Tramiel to blow 
away Amiga and 386SX PC emulation 
arrives. This and more in this month's 
news. 

WORLD NEWS 1 3 

A page packed with the latest news from 
Germany, including an Atari assault on the 
desktop publishing market. 

PUBLIC SECTOR 61 

Produce your own adventure with C 
Adventure Toolkit, better DTP with 
PageStream Font Editor, a puzzle game 
and more 




+ /k\* 
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ARTBREAK! 68 

Another colourful look at our readers' 
artwork. Did you won a cash prize? If not 
Mo Warden announces another com- 
petition, so get out your art package and 
start painting. 

MAIL 71 

Praise, complaints and ideas, it's all in our 
mailbag. Take a look at what's been 
coming with Postie this month. 

INTERACTIVE RESCUE 84 

Problems with hard drives, compatibility 
or, in fact, anything related to the ST? Our 
technical ace offers sound advice for 
readers begging to know which way to 
turn. 



ASPECTS 



Eight whole pages positively packed with 
news on your favourite aspects of the ST. 
It's all here 

MIDI AND MUSIC 106 

EDUCATION 1 09 

COMMUNICATIONS 1 1 1 

EMULATION 113 

ADVENTURES 1 1 5 

DESKTOP PUBLISHING....117 

BUSINESS 1 1 9 



subscribers 

>ee Pages 120- 
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X-OUT WHEELS OF FIRE TV SPORTS FOOTBALL POWERDRIFT F15 STRIKE EAGLE KICK OFF CORPORATION R-TYPE 

7.99 6.99 7.49 2.99 7.99 3.99 9.99 4.99 













UNINVITED 

2.99 



HILLSFAR 

6.99 
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PAINTWORKS XENON 2 








DUNGEON MASTER STARGLIDER 2 



ATARI ST DISKS j 

3D CONSTRUCTION KIT 

3D POOL 

3D TENNIS 

4D SPORTS BOXING ,., 
4D SPORTS DRIVING - 

AFRIKA CORPS 

AFTERBURNER 

ALCATRAZ 

AMERICAN ICE HOCKEY 

APB (BUDGET) 

ARCHIPELAGOS 

ARKANOID2 

ARMOUR-GEDDON 

ATOMINO 

AWESOME 

B.S.SJANESEYM013 
(FED'N QUEST 1) 
BAAL 

BALANCE OF P£ 
BALLiSTIX 

BALLYHOO JttfrOCOM) 
BARDS TAU 

BATMAN.^ APED CRUSADER 
BRITAIN D/S . 
LESCA 
■RODINQ& ARMADA). 

iEAST BUSTERS 1#9 

BETRAYAL 

BEYOND ZORK (INFOCOM) . 

BILLYTHEKID 

BLACK CAULDRON 
BLOOD MONEY .... 

BLOODWYCH 

BLOODWYCH DATA DISK 

BLUEMAX 3W"T\ .. 

CADAVER A 16.9§| 

CAPTIVE ..Jr 16-E 

CARRIER COMMAN 
CASHBOOK COMfW (CASHBOOK 
CONTROLLER & gftJAL ACCOUNTS) 45.S 
CHAMPIONS Qg*RYN\ (SSI) > 

CHAOS STRIKES BACK 1 

CHASE H.Q ? (SCI) D/S 1 

CHUCK ROCK. \ I 

COHORT -(-IGHJING FOR ROME .i 

CONFLICT ELjapPE 

CORPORATOR 

CORPQiWTlON MISSION DISK . ..10.* 

PTION (M/SCROLLS) 3.S 

CR"ACK down . 

CRUISE FOR A CORPSE ... 

CRYSTALS OF ARBOREA 17* 

CURSE OF THE AZURE BOND ( 1 MEG) 19.5 
DAMOCLES + MISSION 

DISKS 1 &2 

DAMOCLES MISSION DISK I 8.49^ 

DAS BOOT (SUB SIM) 19.S 

DEADLINE (BUDGET) 

DEATHTRAP 

DEFENDER OF THE CROWN 

DEJAVU 

DEJAVU2 

DELUXE PAINT 

DEMONIAK 

DEUTEROS 

DEVPAC V.2 (ASSEMBLER) . 
DGBASE (RELATIONAL DATABASE) 
DGCALC (SPREADSHEET) ... 
DRAGON SPIRIT (BUDGET) - 

DRAKKHEN 

DRILLER 

DUNGEON MASTER 

DYNASTY WARS 

E-MOTION 

ELITE 

ELVIRA - MISTRESS OF THE DARK., 
ENCHANTER (BUDGET) 

EPIC 

ESWATD/S 

EYEOFHORUS 3.S 

F15 STRIKE EAGLE 7.$ 

F15 STRIKE EAGLE 2 22.$ 

F16 FALCON 10.S 

F16 FALCON MISSION DISK 2 . 

F19 STEALTH FIGHTER 

F29 RETALIATOR 16.S 

FERRARI FORMULA 1 8.' 

FISH! (M/SCROLLS) 3.S 

FISTS OF FURY (DYNAMITE DUX 

NINJA WARRIORS. SHINOB1, 

DOUBLE DRAGON 2) 19< 

FLAMES OF FREEDOM 

(MIDWINTER 2) 22 J 

FLIGHT OF THE INTRUDER 20.' 

FLIGHT SIMULATOR 2 23 S 

FORGOTTEN WORLDS 6.S 

FRENETIC 13.6 

FUN SCHOOL 2 (2-6. 6-8 Ot 8+) 12.S 

FUN SCHOOL 3 (2-5. 5-7 or 7+) 15.S 

GAUNTLET 2 6.J 

GAUNTLET 3 17.' 

GETTYSBURG (ARC) D/S 19.< 

GFA BASIC V3.0 COMPILER 2S.( 

GFA BASIC V3.0 INTERPRETER ...37? 

GODS 16.< 

GOLF WORLD CLASS 

LEADERBOARD 6.J 

GRAVITY 8.i 

GREG NORMAN'S GOLF 16.( 

GUILD OF THIEVES (M'SCROLLS) ...3.5 

HARD DRIVIN' (BUDGET) 6.< 

HERO'S QUEST (GREMLIN) 16.< 

HILL STREET BLUES 16.' 

HILLSFAR 6.J 

HITCH HIKERS GUIDE (BUDGET) .7.' 
HOLLYWOOD COLLECTION 
(ROBOCOP. GHOSTBUSTERS 2.INDIANA 
JONES, BATMAN THE MOVIE) D/S ...19. 
HOLLYWOOD H1JINX (INFOCOM) 
HOME ACCOUNTS (DlGITA) 
HOUND OF SHADOW 
HUNTER 

IK+ 

IMMORTAL (1 MEG), 
INFESTATION . 
INT. SOCCFHCb 
J. NICKLAUS GC 
JAMES POND ? ■ ROJECOD . 
JET + JAPAN DISKSUBBBGIC) 
JINXTER (M'SCRjarLS) 
JUDGE DREDDJ 
KICK OFF 

KICK OFF 2 JBfNAL WHISTLE I 
KICK OFF 2 JflAWTS OF EUROPBfo/S 
KICK OFFJPRETURN TO EURO* D<S 7< 
2 ■ WINNING TACTlCSj)/S 

KICK OFF 2 D/S M 13.' 

KILLING GAME SHOW. 
KNIGHTS OF LEGEND 



KULT 5.9 

LANCELOT (LEVEL 9) 11.9 

LAST NINJA 2 6.9 

LEATHER GODDESSES (BUDGET). ..7.4 

LEGEND OF THE SWORD 4.9 

LEMMINGS 16.9 

LIFE AND DEATH 17.4 

LOMBARD RAC RALLY 6.9 

LOTUS ESPRIT TURBO CHALLENGE 16.9 

LURKING HORROR (INFOCOM) 3.9 

MAGNETIC SCROLLS COLLECTION 
VOL.1 (GUILD OF THIEVES, FISH 

AND CORRUPTION) (1 MEG) 19.9 

MANCHESTER UNITED -EUROPE 16.4 

IEGATRAVELLER 1 19.9 

IENACE 5.4 

MERCENARY 7.9 

IERCHANT COLONY 19.4 

1RCS 17.4 

MfTAL MUTANT 17.4 

MICROPROSE SOCCER 7.9 

M||WINTER 11.9 

,29 FULCRUM 23.4 

MONSTER PACK 1 D/S 17.4 

MOONSHINE RACERS 16.9 

MURDER D/S 6.9 

MYSTICAL O/S 8.9 

N.A.R.CD/S 15.4 

IM 1965-75 199 

.US2 16.9 

'ION STEALTH D/S 17 4 

OPEFV«>N WOLF 6.9 

PAINTVArkS (ART PACKAGE) 5.9 

PAWN (MECROLLS) 
PIRATES " 

PLANETFALPBupGET) 
PLAYER MANAO. 
POOL OF HAIJlANflt (1 MEG) 

LOPULOUSS SlMOtt" 

*OWER UP (CHASE P 
TURRICAN. X-OUT. ALT* 
BEAST RAINBOW ISLAN0 

'OWERDRIFT . 

'OWERMONGER D/S 17119.9 

POWERMONGER DATA DISK 1 D/SJ1 1 A 
PRESIDENT ELECT (SSI) . 

PRINCE OF PERSIA 

PRO TENNIS TOUR 2 /...16.9 

PROJECTYLE 

PROTEXT W/PROCESSOR V5# 

QUESTRON 2 (SSI) . 

R-TYPE 

TYPE2 #169 

IAILROAD TYCOON (I MEG) #22.9 

IAINBOW COLLECTION ,. 
8ASEBALL2 

HCK DANGEROUS 6.9 

IOADWAR EUROPA (SSI) 6.4 

"JBOCOP2D/S 16.9 

1CKET RANGER 2.9 

.UE TROOPER 14.9 

jKE'S DRIFT 15.9 

S.T%N RUNNER 14.9 

SEASTALKER (INFOCOM) 3.9 

SECRET OF MONKEY ISLAND (1 MEG) 17.4 

SHAfJOW DANCER 17.4 

SHADOW OF THE BEAST D/S 9.9 

SHADOW SORCERER 17.4 

SHADoMttARRIORS 

SHADOWG/T 

SILENT SERVlSE (SUB SlM) . . 

SILICON DREAlfe (LEVEL 9) 

SILKWORM (BUqBET) 

SIM CITY & POPULOUS 

SKYCHASE 

SNOOKER ,. 

SPACE QUEST 3 (SlteRA) D/S . . 

SPEEDBALL .... 

SPEEDBALL2.. 




WGER 2.9 

/ARZONE 13.9 

WARHEAD 6.9 

WATERLOO 7.4 

WHEELS OF FIRE (HARD DRIVIN, 
POWERDRIFT. CHASE H.Q. 

TURBO OUTRUN) 6.9 

WINNING TEAM (VINDICATORS, 
ESCAPE FTPOT ROBOT 

MONSTERS, APB, KLAX) 19.9 

WISHBRINGER (INFOCOM) 3.9 

WIZZBALL 6.9 

WOLFPACK 19.9 

WONDERLAND (1 MEG) (M/SCROLLS) 19.9 
WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP SOCCER 14.4 

WRATH OF THE DEMON D/S 19.4 

X-OUT 7.9 

XENOMORPH 8.4 

XENON 2, MEGABLAST 7.4 

XYBOTS (BUDGET) 6.9 

ZORK1 (INFOCOM) 

ZORK 2 (INFOCOM) 

ZORK 3 (BUDGET) 



C/1A/V 3.5" ds/go DISK + LABEL ...59p 

oc " vr or £21.99 for 50\ 



COMPETITION PRO EXTRA 

CLEAR AUTOFIRE 

JOYSTICK 

13.49 

QUICKSHOT I30F 
PYTHON JOYSTICK 

9.99 

QUICKSHOT 138F 
MAVERICK 1 JOYSTICK 

13.99 



QUICKJOY TOP STAR 
JOYSTICK 

19.99 

QUICKSHOT STARFIGHTER 

REMOTE WITH TWO INFA-RED 

JOYPADS 



Inter-Mediates Ltd. 2 South Block, The 

Mailings, Sawut tdgeworth, Herts CM2I 9PG, 

INEVITABLY. SOME GAMES SHOWN MAY NOT YET BE RELEASED. 



We only supply members but you 
can order at the same time as joining 
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£6.00 membership includes: 

NRG colour magazine, with News, Reviews & 
Graphics and featuring the adventures of the Neu- 
Real Gamers Cyberpunk street gang. NRG is sent to 
all members bi-monthly and includes the Special 
Reserve top ten charts, a release schedule of 
forthcoming games and a full catalogue of club offers. 
7-Day Sales hot-lines, 9am to 8pm weekdays. 9am 
to 5pm Sat. 10am to 5pm Sun. 0279 600204. 
Enquiries hot-lines, dedicated to after-sales service. 
9am to 5pm weekdays. 0279 600205. 
Fast despatch of stock items. Over 40,000 games in 
stock. Games sent individually wrapped. 
Written receipt of order, and we issue refunds on 
request in the event of any delay. 
Best Prices and Best Service, that's why over 
50,000 people have joined Special Reserve. 



ANNUAL UK MEMBERSHIP 

UK £6.00 EEC £8.00 WORLD £10.00 



£6.00 



WE ONLY SUPPLY MEMBERS BUT YOU CAN ORDER AS YOU JOIN. 
! THERE IS A SURCHARGE OF 50p PER GAME ON TELEPHONED ORDERS. 
j (PLEASE PRINT IN BLOCK CAPITALS) 



_Machine type 



i Enter membership number (if applicable) or 
I Membership fee £6 UK. £8 EEC. £10 World 



l item 



I ALL PRICES INCLUDE UK POSTAGE & VAT £ 



:j Cheque/P.O./Access/Mastercard/Switch/Visa 

! Credit card expiry date Switch Issue Number_ 

[cheques payable to: SPECIAL RESERVE 

P.O. BOX 847, HARLOW, CM21 9PH 

Overseas Orders: EEC software orders - no extra 
World software orders please add £1 .00 per Ite 
Non-software items please add 10% EEC or 25% 
Overseas orders must be paid by credit card. 
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STE to "blow away 



ii 



ATARI boss Sam Tramiel has 
warned rival firm Commodore that 
he'll "blow them away" in a new 
war to get the STE back on 
course as the number one games 
playing computer, and promised 
four new ST-based models for 
next year. 

In an interview with Europress 
at Chicago he admitted that the 
Commodore Amiga is currently 
seen more as a games playing 
machine and the ST as a com- 
puter for serious applications, but 
the two were now set to go "head 
to head". 

Tramiel said that while both 
computers have their pros and 
cons, and are basically equal 
machines, the STE could look for- 
ward to an exciting 1992, echoing 



Cubeat gets 
more beat 

THE baby of one of the world's best 
Midi software packages has grown 
with the addition of a popular fea- 
ture taken from its parent. 

Cubeat now has Drum Edit, a 
facility which is described by Even- 
lode Soundworks (0993 898484) as 
the most popular edit screen from 
within Cubase. It makes work easier 
for anyone using drum machines, 
enabling them to manipulate pat- 
terns in the Drum Edit window. 

With some new operating rou- 
tines, version 2 also has the latest 
drivers and M.ROS files. 



Amiga 

comments made by UK chairman 
Bob Gleadow last month. 

He said next year's CeBit Show 
in Hanover will be the launching 
ground for many new hardware 
products. He refused to give 
details of the new machines 
although one could be the ST fit- 
ted with a PC emulator which 
Atari ST User discovered last 
month. 

The remarks from the States do 
not tie in with the new marketing 
strategy in the UK. For the last 



year Atari UK have been trying to 
reposition the ST away from its 
traditional games playing image 
and more as a computer capable 
of many tasks. 

However, a spokesman for 
Atari UK said the firm would con- 
tinue to support the leisure mar- 
ket with their special bundles 
such as Discovery Xtra, which 
has just seen a price rise. 

The firm says that as a result of 
a strong dollar they had been 
forced to increase the price by 
£30 and the situation will be 
reviewed at the end of the sum- 
mer. 

The entry-level ST pack now 
sells for £329.99 even after the 
increase it is still much cheaper 
than the Amiga. 



A strong dollar 

has forced a 

price rise of 

£30 for 

Discovery Xtra. 

At £329.99 the 

ST is stiff 

much cheaper 

than its 

nearest 

competitor 




Tos 2 launched as upgrade 




After just over a year at Atari, 
Peter Staddon has resigned 

STADDON 
QUITS ATARI 

JUST as Atari have seen the 
ST's fortune's lift, marketing 
manager Peter Staddon has 
shocked the industry with his 
decision to quit. 

Formerly at Reckitt and Col- 
man, Staddon worked at Atari 
UK for little over a year and 
says he decided to move 
because he received a better 
offer from RMT a computer 
supply firm. 

Atari spokesman Peter 
Walker told Atari ST User that 
the manufacturer does not have 
a policy of matching offers from 
other companies, but regretted 
Staddon's decision. 

"Peter has been credited 
with successfully repositioning 
the ST in the market place,", 
said Walker. 

During his year at Atari he 
has been behind the promotion 
of several new bundles includ- 
ing the Family Curriculum Pack 
and Discovery Xtra. 

No replacement is planned 
before September. 



SHORTLY before Atari ST User went to 
press we received a report that owners of 
STFMs or STEs are soon to be offered the 
operating system of the Mega STE as a 
512K upgrade rom. 

The main improvement in Tos version 2 is 
the Desktop, which is very similar to version 
3 in the 32-bit TT and gives much faster 
hard drive handling. 

The new-style Desktop looks similar to the 
original Gem Desktop but is better in numer- 
ous ways. Operations such as phanging 
screen resolutions can be made with key- 



board shortcuts, and files and folders can 
be dragged on to the Desktop enabling 
application icons to be stored where they 
are easier to find. Files remain in their 
respective folders. 

Other enhancements include different 
Desktop patterns, coloured highlighting for 
files and icons, different colours for window 
backgrounds and a new control panel with 
added icons and features. Sources told 
Atari ST User that a September release date 
is being aimed for but Atari refused to com- 
ment on the rom which is expected to sell 



mi 




for £50. Experts, 

say the release is 

"bound to hap- ; 

pen" and predict 

the new version of 

Tos is likely to have a 

considerable effect on sales of Desktop 

enhancement programs such as NeoDesk 3 

and DC Desktop because many of their 

features will be included in the ST operating 

system. Once Tos 2 becomes available it is 

thought that it will not be too long before all 

new STs are built with the rom as standard. 
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Fast PC emulator 



PC EMULATION on the ST is to progress 
further with the imminent release of the 
first 386SX-based emulator from Vortex 
GmBH. 

As a sister to ATonce Plus, the Mega 
STE version will run at 16MHz and have a 
slot for a 387 maths co-processor. Using 
the STE's cache to its full advantage, 
graphics emulation will include CGA and 
mono VGA and EGA. 

A 386SX is much faster than the tradi- 
tional 286 seen on the ST and the extra 
speed is especially noticeable when run- 



ning Microsoft's Windows 3, the PC equiv- 
alent of the Gem Desktop. 

A year ago emulator developers were 
saying that technology existed for 386 
emulation but it was not worthwhile pro- 
ducing boards because cost would have 
made them more expensive than the 
actual machine. 

Due for release by early September from 
Silica Systems (081-309 1111), a 
price still needs to be fixed. Windows 3 
can be bought from the Kent dealer for 
£116.33. 



More play 
for ST 



ST. GAMES players are set to have their 
wide choice of joysticks expanded further 
with the addition of two ST models to the 
QuickShot range. 

Both models have the now standard 
microswitch control. Maverick 1 M features 
include a four-position operating mode 
selector, arcade-type control stick, two 
fire buttons, player one/two selector and 
auto-fire option. With a four-foot cable 
Maverick 1M has suction pads at its base 
and costs £15.99. 

Python 1M is a microswitched version of 
the earlier Python 1 joystick. It is 
described as having an ergonomic design 
and has two fire buttons in addition to an 
auto-fire switch. Price, £10.99. Contact 
Bondwell Europe (081-365 1993). 



fun is heading for 
the ST with the release 
of two joysticks from 
Bondwell Europe 



ARNOR PACKS 
YET MORE IN 



IMPROVEMENTS have been made to Amor's 
ST wordprocessor, Protext. The main attraction 
in version 5.5 is the inclusion of a 43,000-word 
Collins thesaurus which, whenever needed, 
lists alternative words which can be selected. 

Among other features added for the one 
megabyte program are automatic hyphenation, 
widow and orphan elimination, analysis of text 
by the number of times each word is used and 
mailmerging directly from the company's Pro- 
data database which itself has undergone 
changes. 

Prodata 1.2's enhancements are pull-down 
menus, automatic record numbering, merge 
database, instantaneous filtering, prologue 
form, edit fields in any order and two-across 
label printing. 

Protext costs £152.75 and Prodata is E99.88. 
Upgrades for both packages are available for 
between £30 and £60 from Arnor (0733 
68909). 

CD-ROM IN THE WINGS 

THE long-awaited CD-rom is expected to 
be officially launched at Atari's annual 
Dusseldorf show at the end of August, fol- 
lowing comments made by Atari's 
President confirming that it will be 
available throughout Europe before Christ- 
mas. 

Details of the size and nature of CD soft- 
ware library are not yet available and the 
firm sees the plug-in drive as a product for 
the future rather than a major product for 
1991. Expect a price tag of about £399. 



MegaPainl II 
and II Pro 
upgraded 



ART and image manipu- 
lation programs Mega- 
Paint II and MegaPaint II 
Professional have been 
given more spice by 
their German developer 
Tommy Software. 

Extra features found 
in version 3 are key- 
board shortcuts for 
block handling, masking 
off white area of blocks, 
multiple printer drivers 
installed at once, more 
file formats, improved 
block saving, improved 
"snap-to-grid" handling, 
redesign of external 
module handling and 
more Gem menus. 

For new users Mega- 
Paint II release 3 costs 
£99.95 and the Profes- 
sional version, £249.95. 
Upgrades are available 
from £44.95. 

Details of a further 
update to the package 
which is set to appear 
within the next three 
months for top-end 
users have also been 
released. 

To increase the speed, 
version 4 will have many 
of the modules needed 
by professionals built-in. 

These include TT com- 
patibility, large screen 
support and Bionet net- 
work facilities. 

Only owners of version 
3 of the software will be 
able to upgrade to the 
new release, although a 
price remains to be 
fixed. 

All are distributed in 
the UK by Silica Sys- 
tems (081-309 1111). 



in brief 



• PROMOTIONAL material for the lat- 
est Contriver Europe (0280 822803) 
replacement mouse shows that firms 
are having difficulty finding original 
marketing material. It says: "What 
really makes this mouse unique is 
the fact that it is the first mouse 
which has been truly developed for 
the European market. This is evident 
by the packaging which has been 



produced in four languages". Like 
many recent releases, the 2 in 1 
mouse can be used by either an ST 
or Amiga and has a resolution of 220 
dots per inch. It comes with a mouse 
pocket and a discount voucher for a 
Uindscape Software title. Price, 
£19.99. 

• GAMES giant Electronic Arts have 
just bought Canadian software devel- 
oper Distinctive Software, the firm 
responsible for hits such as Test 



Drive II and Teenage Mutant Ninja 
Turtles and The Simpsons. 

More than 40 titles have been 
released by Distinctive and its firm of 
77 staff will continue their work in 
Canada. Meanwhile, Electronic Arts 
have struck a deal to become the 
European distributors of Califomian 
software house Three Sixty. 

• A RANGE of foreign dictionaries has 
been released for word processor 
That's Write. They are available as 



extras in German, French, French 
Canadian, Spanish, American, Dutch 
and Swedish. Using the optional 
"spell check as you type" feature, 
words can be automatically checked 
tor correct accents. Each costs 
£34.99 from Compo Software (0480 
891819). 

• BUYERS of Electric Distribution's 
(0480 496789} Timeworks Publisher 
or 1st Word Plus this summer will 
receive a free mouse worth £24.95. 
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ifs bloody brilliant" 

one hell of a performer" 

if you need a professional word 
processor Profext is perfect" 

nothing else available comes close 



// 



// 



// 



ST FORMAT 
COMPUTER SHOPPER 

AMIGA COMPUTING 
ST APPLICATIONS 



PROBATA 1.2 

New version of Prodata now with pull-down 
menus, mouse or keyboard operation, 
automatic record numbering, merge database, 
instantaneous filtering, prologue form, edit 
fields in any order, 2-across label printing. Full 
details available from Arnor. 

Price: £85+VAT, upgrade from vl.l E30+VAT. 



PRICES (including VAT and delivery) 

For Commodore Amiga, Atari ST or TT. 
Pretext 5.5 £152.75 

Upgrade from 5.0 to 5.5 £30 

Upgrade from 4.2/4.3 to 5.5 £60 

Please return your original disks when upgrading 
French or German spelling dictionary £35.25 

When upgrading please return any extra spell checking 
dictionaries for a free update to the revised version. 



. . . with Pretext 5.5 because the pop-up thesaurus will 
provide you with inspiration whenever you need it. With 
words provided by Collins the thesaurus has 43,000 main 
entries and 827,000 responses! 

Pretext 5.5 introduces enhanced text formatting options. 
Automatic hyphenation lets you produce a well-spaced 
page layout without the bother of manually putting in 
soft hyphens. Protext determines the correct hyphenation 
points by algorithms and look-up tables. Elimination of 
widows and orphans is also provided. You will no longer 
need to worry about those infuriating single lines at the 
top or bottom of pages. Protext formats the text to avoid 
these as you edit the text. Extra blank lines at the top of 
a page can be suppressed. 

New document analysis features provide a wealth of 
information about your text. You can examine a list of 
all the words used - alphabetically or by the number of 
occurrences. Other statistics shown include average word 
length, average sentence length and a table of the 
number of lines on each page. 

pfad, rttavttf «H0X> 
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>V Enhanced file selector with different sorting 

methods, bulk copy and erase. 
JV Prodata users - mail merge directly from Prodata 

files, no need to export. 
JV Mail merge: nested repeat loops. 
,V New window-based help facilities. 
JV Improved line drawing. 
JV Spelling checker finds repeated word and missing 

capital letters. 
JV Conversion to and from WordStar 5.5 and 

Microsoft RTF 
JV Full printed documentation of new features. 

Choice of pull-down menu or keyboard operation, 
extensive printer font support and proportional 
formatting while editing, up to 36 files open, split screen 
editing, characters for 30 languages, index and contents, 
footnotes, newspaper column printing, file sorting, 
macros, indent tabs, mail merge programming language, 
exec files and the fastest search and replace around. 
Altogether the most comprehensive word processing 
software for your Amiga or ST. 



JV Both Protext 5.5 and Prodata require 1Mb of memory 




Amor Ltd (sw), 6 1 7 Lincoln Road, Peterborough PE1 3HA. Tel: (0733) 68909 Fax (0733) 67299 




WHETHER you wanted to see the latest ST bits and 
pieces, pick up bargains or simply quiz people in 
the know, the recent three-day 4th International 16 
Bit Computer Show at Hammersmith was worth a 
visit. 

More than 130 firms packed into this year's only 
major summer event for the serious side of ST com- 
puting, and several companies unveiled new prod- 
ucts. 

New to the country, Protar were showing their 
range of ProFile hard disks and Visto A 14 CM 
colour monitor. The drives blend in nicely with the 
computer and are available with storage space of 
between 20 and 440 megabytes. 

Visto A 14 CM has a 14-inch 
screen giving a res- 
olution of 600 by 
285 pixels and 
stereo sound. Sup- 
plied with all neces- 
sary cables, it is set 
to compete with the 
well-established 
Philips CM8833. 

Also with German '. 
parents, Compo Soft- 
ware demonstrated their 
word processors and PC 
emulators. 

In case anyone had 
managed to get their 
hands on a Mega STE, On sho* |fc0 vis to 
Compo had adaptors to n,onl 
enable AT-Speed C16 to be 
plugged into the machine. 

One of the longest-serving ST suppliers, HiSoft, 
had various updates to their line of software. Utilities 
program Harlekin 2 and an FSM Gdos version of 
the document processor Wordflair were among 
their new products being previewed. A data man- 




agement system for storing addresses, client lists, 
articles and documents called 1st Address was on 
show from Victor Software. The Gem-based pro- 
gram is supplied on rom cartridge and therefore 
uses little memory. 

Its sister from the German company, 1st Base, is 
described as the fastest database for the ST. The 
£98 package is installed as an accessory and can 
be activated from any other application with a 
mouse click. 

New education programs were being shown off 
by Soft Stuff and LCL, who were demonstrating and 
selling their Micro French 
disk. Despite strong support 
from the "serious" firms there 
was a noticeable absence 
of games software houses 
and public domain libra- 
ries, although many of the 
latest arcade hits could be 
picked up at reasonable 
prices from the many 
mail order companies 
exhibiting. 

And Atari ST User 
had its own stand, 
where staff from the 
magazine were at 
hand to listen to your 
comments and ideas 
about the publication. 
A competition run jointly 
between the magazine and its sister publication 
Amiga Computing to win a 24-pin Panasonic printer 
worth £365 was won by ST owner, Mr Ryder of 
Palmers Green, London. 

The 5th International 16 Bit Computer Show will 
be held by Westminster Exhibitions (081-549 3444) 
at the Novotel Hotel, Hammersmith on 7 to 9 Febru- 
ary 1992. 






ST gets more sound 

AN ST user has set up a firm to sample music on 
behalf of programmers who want to add sound to 
their work but do not own the necessary equipment 
and are not content with the limited choice in the 
public domain. 

Music tapes sent to Sonix are returned within three 
days with a disk containing the sampled sound for 
owners of STs and STEs. Prices range from £1.50 for 
a sample lasting for up to two seconds to £3 for more 
than a minute. 

Sonix is at The Lodge, Delly End, Hailey, Witney, 
Oxfordshire OX8 5XO. 



Uo you know 



something we don t? 

Although Atari ST User has 
scores of contacts in the 
ST world, we need you. If 
you have some hot news 
ring John Butters on the 
newsdesk now on 0625 
878888. All information 
supplied will be treated in 
the strictest confidence. 
Financial rewards are sub- 
ject to negotiation. 



DIARY DATES 

1 September 1991 

All Formats Computer Fair 

Organiser: Bruce Everiss 

(0225868100) 

Venue: University of Leeds 

Sports Centre, Leeds. 



7 September 1991 

All Formats Computer Fair 
Venue: Horticultural Hall, West- 
minster. 

14 September 1991 

All Formats Computer Fair 
Venue: National Motorcycle 
Museum, Solihull 

22 September 1991 

All Formats Computer Fair 
Venue: City Hail, Candleriggs, 
Glasgow. 

6 October 1991 

All Formats Computer Fair 
Venue: Brunei Centre, Bristol 
Old Station, Bristol 
A touring show with plenty of 
bargains and heaps of public 
domain software. 

6 to 8 September 1991 

Computer Entertainment Show 
Organiser: EMAP 
(071-404 4844) 
Venue: Earls Court 2 
The main games show. 

5 to 8 December 1991 

Computer Shopper Show 
Organiser: Blenheim Pel 
(081-868 4466) 

Venue: Wembley Exhibition 
Halls 

An opportunity to buy some bar- 
gains before Christmas. 

7 to 9 February 1991 

Sth International 16-bit Com- 
puter Show 

Organiser: Westminster Exhibi- 
tions 

(081-5493444) 
Venue: Novotel, Hammersmith 
The first post-Christmas show 
for ST owners. 

OVERSEAS EVENTS 

23 to 25 August 1991 

Atari Messe 

Organiser: Atari Germany 

(010 49 61422090) 

Venue: Dusseldorf Fairground, 

Germany 

A chance to catch up with 

what's happening in Germany - 

where the ST is seldom used for 

games playing. 

20 to 22 September 1991 

Atari Expo Benelux 
Organiser: InterExpo & Media 
Holland 

(01031040528191) 
Venue: Fair Building, Eind- 
hoven, The Netherlands 

• If your company is 
organising a show relevant 
to the Atari ST let us know 
so we can include the 
information in the diary. 
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protar - Looking after number one 
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protar are unashamedly committed to looking after number one, here's why. 



protar are the Number One manufacturer of third party Hard 
Disc Drives for the world's Number One small computers, the 
Atari and the Amiga, protar are Number One 



European market leaders in our field. Because of 4>P£f fcf"|K 
our many years of expertise in this field and the I 
Number One in -house software and hardware 
technicians the quality of all protar products is 
absolutely second to none. 



high performance ProGate DC range. 

Because protar listen to the needs of both, Dealer and End -User 

alike, we offer the Number One range of 

-exellence P rociucts m terms of variety and flexibility. Our 

, dedication to excellence and three years 

y extensive research have resulted in us producing 

design tne Number One Hard Disc management 

software package. Included are features such as 



Because we batch test one in five of all components that go into Read/Write access and Password privileges, up to 12 partitions 

our products, we are Number One in terms of quality control per device, full utilities package and de- bugging software. Full 

and reliability. This is supported by our minimum 1 year DMA capabilities also allow the End -User to "Daisy Chain" any 

replacement warranty on all our products and 2 years on the combination of our products. 

Finally protar never forget that you, the customer are Number One. 

protar Ltd Park House ■ Greenhill Cresent • Watford Business Park, Watford, Herts, WD1 8QU • Tel: 0923 54133 • Fax: 0923 212046 



Move Over 'Screengems' The New Official Commodore Amiga Pack is at Digicom 

AMIGA 




Free 1 Mes 



£99.00 



NOTICE : The RAM upgrade supplied 
in this offer is the official COMMODORE 
A50I Expansion unit. Any other Expansion 
will invalidate your warranty ..Should the 
fault be related in any way 



The exciting world of graphics, animation 
and sound is at your fingertips with the 
Amiga 500. Cartoon Classics brings together a 
fantastic selection of Cartoon games and a paint 
package to create your own cartoons. 

Amiga A 5 00 C o m p u t e r Keyboard 
Built-in 1 Meg DS/DD disk drive 
512K A501 RamExpansion 
Latest Kickstart and Workbench 1.3 
Notepad Mini word- processor 
All necessary disks , manuals and cables 
T.V modulator and Commodore mouse 
4096 colour graphics , 4 channel stereo sound 
12 months warranty on all items 
Full U.K specification machine 



Bart vs the 
Space Mutants 

The new 1 meg game 



AND OUR OWN EXTRAS PACK 



Access 




e s 



Mir cos w itched joystick \ 
)isk Library Case 
10 Blank disks 
High quality mouse mat 
and dust cover 



Five Game Pack 




Turbo Outrun 
Enduro Racer 
Super Wonder Boy \ 
Thunder Blade 
Crackdown 




Total Package Price 
Including VAT & Delivery 



£399 



CALL 
NOW 



Next Day Courier Delivery At £5 .50 Extra 




ORDER 



HOW TO 
By Phone : 

Call our credit card order line, and 
quote your credit card details 
to our helpful sales staff. We accept 
Access, Visa, Eurocard, Mastercard, 
A M E X and the new direct debit cards 
like Switch and Barclays Connect. 

By Mail : 

Simply write down the details of your order 
along with your name and address, then 
post it to us with a personal c h eq u e , posta 1 
order, bankers draft or building society 
cheque made payable to, "Digicom Computer 
Services Ltd". 

Personal cheques require time to clear before despatch 

Prices and Specifications arc subjeil to change without notice, 
Goods are not sold on a trial basis. E&OE. 
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( 1)903) 378 08-* 

36-37 Wharfside 
Fenny Stratford 
Watling Street 
Milton Keynes MK2 2AZ 

Showroom open Mon-Sat 9.00am-5.30pm 

(closed between 12.30-1.30 pm ) 

Wharfside is opposite the Bridge Pub on the A5 Watling Street 



Digicom offers you ! 

O Free Catalogue with all orders 
012 months guarantee period 
~i All product tested before despatch 
~) Regular newsletters and special otters 
OT echnical helpline 

day replacement of faulty product 
) r product match 

mputerised order system 




All 

Major 

Credit 

Cards 

Accepted 



WORLD NEWS 



If it's worthwhile, it generally happens first in Germany. This month the ST assaults the DTP market and more. 



ATARI ASSAULTS DTP MARKET 



LIKE most good things in the Atari 
world, the Atari assault on the 
high-end electronic publishing 
market is coming from Germany. 

Following the success of Atari's stand at 
the Electronic Publishing Show in Chicago, 
there is a determined marketing campaign to 
sell "second generation Atari DTP" to a mar- 
ket which until now has never taken the sign 
of the Fuji very seriously. 

The key to success is the ability to provide 
a complete system solution, a package that 
will provide everything needed by graphic 
designers, advertising agencies, publishing 
houses and so on, from data and picture 
input to high-end, multi-colour output. 

First, there is the new TT with a Motorola 
68030 processor running at 30MHz, easily 
the equal of the top models in the Apple and 
PC ranges. Simple to network and with a host 
of options it makes an ideal low-cost worksta- 
tion in any environment, and sales figures in 
Germany show that the TT is being snapped 
up faster than predicted. Second, there is the 



recent release of Calamus SL. Much more 
than an upgrade to the familiar Calamus DTP 
program, Calamus SL handles four-colour 
separations - the process of breaking colour 
images down into the four constituent print 
colours of cyan, yellow, magenta and black. 

Calamus SL has been a long time coming 
and even the release version is not quite 
complete but provides truly professional, 
colour-capable page make-up software that 
Atari's credibility in the serious electronic 
publishing stakes required. 

And lastly there is a new initiative by 3K- 
ComputerBild to provide a complete pack- 
age of their advanced software, together with 
the Linotype-Hell imagesetter, to meet even 
the most exacting quality and speed require- 
ments. 

Retouche Professional CD will be able to 
handle 24-bit colour graphics from the scan- 
ning stage down to lithographic screening 
and four colour separations output to the 
imagesetter. Didot Professional - which 
started life as Didot LineArt - is a desktop 




publishing package in its own right, with 
advanced layout features for up to 99 pages 
and use both PostScript and Calamus fonts. 

The power and speed of these new offer- 
ings are set to give Atari a strong foothold in 
the brave new world of electronic publishing 
and what is known in the trade as "prepress" 
systems. 

Further details about UK availability of 
Calamus SLfrom Signa Publishing, Tel: 0252 
370066 and about Retouche Professional 
and Didot Professional as well as the Lino- 
type-Hell imagesetters, from Copycare Busi- 
ness Services (081-679 7307). 



TEX GETS CALAMUS LINK 



A GERMAN author, 
Christoph Pagalies, 
has come up with a 
utility to convert Calamus fonts to 
TEX Metafont format. Given the 
ever-increasing range of PD 
Calamus fonts and the availabil- 
ity of several Calamus font edi- 
tors (DMC's own, Didot, Genus), 
this could immediately broaden 
the scope of TEX on the ST. 

The public domain typesetting 
and document processing soft- 
ware has met with increasing 
interest since ST versions 
became widely available through 
PD libraries. 

It is capable of handling com- 
plicated scientific and mathe- 
matical formulae as well as pro- 
ducing very high-quality output 
even on comparatively humble 
printers. 

Despite a rather complicated 
user interface it is preferred by 
many to commercial desktop 
publishing programs and is par- 
ticularly popular at universities 
and colleges. 

The Metafont Converter is 
shareware and can be obtained 
for the trifling sum of DM20 from 
Christoph at Am Schulwald 24b, 
D-2000 Norderstedt. 



CALAMUS Datei Optionen 
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TURBO C 

CHANGES 

HANDS 

^ R ^ A BORLAND GERMANY 
j[ have decided to aban- 
don Atari, and their 
top C programming language 
Turbo C is back in the hands of its 
original programming team, trad- 
ing as Pure Software. 

Until recently Borland Germany 
distributed an ST version and pro- 
grams including Calamus were 
written in Turbo C. It never found a 
UK distributor but was widely 
available by mail order to those not 
afraid of a German-language 
manual. Further details from the 
purists at: Gollierstr. 14a, D-8000 
Munchen. Tel: 010 49 89 5028675. 



VGA ON THE ST 



GERMAN company Wittich Computer 

have produced an adaptor to enable 

STs to have Video Graphics Adaptor 

(VGA) emulation. Only Mega STs can use the 

Imagine VGA card but an STE version is believed 

to be in the pipeline. 

Imagine plugs into the Mega's internal expan- 
sion port and supports a range of resolutions from 



320 by 200 at 256 colours to 1 ,280 by 1 ,024 at 16 
colours, provided the appropriate monitor is used. 
First reports suggest that Imagine is a little slow 
when running in hi-res or multi-colour modes - 
not surprising with a plain 68000 processor - but 
compatibility appears good. The card costs DM 
898 from: Wittich Computer GmbH, Tulpenstr. 16, 
D-8423 Abensberg. Tel: 010 49 94 43-453. 
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Q 



Where can you find out about 1000's of 
• programs that only cost £2? 



A 



SOFTViLLE 

Computer Supplies 

Unit 5, Stratfield Park, Elettra Avenue 
Waterhoville, Hants. P07 7XN. 

Teh 0705 266509 Fax: 0705 251884 

Public Domain &* Shareware Catalogue 
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£1 



Redeemable coupon 
on back cover 



In the SOFTViLLE catalogue, the 
biggest and best in Britain! 



SEND FOR YOURS TODAY! 

start spending time on your computer, not money! 



Catalogues are £1 each (refundable on first purchase), Write, Fax or ring the address below 

for your copy - NOW! 

If you would prefer our easy to use catalogue on a disk simply send50p and ask for a 'Disk 

Catalogue' . Don't forget to tell us what sort of computer you have. They are available for 

Atari ST, Commodore Amiga & IBM PC's and compatibles - state disk size. 



Softville Computer Supplies, Unit 5, Stratfield Park, Elettra Avenue, Waterlooville, 
Hants P07 7XN. England. Jel: 0705 266509 Fax: 0705 251884 
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Britain's brightest and best ST magazine enters a 
new era next month with big changes on bigger 
pages. 

As a taste of things to come we have incorpo- 
rated ST World into this month's ST User. You will 
notice there is no specific section of the magazine 
called ST World. Instead we have completely 
merged the content of both magazines. 

The regular features which have made ST User 
such a hit over the years have been joined by the 
renowned 'Supertests' and 'Buyers' Guides' which 
have given ST World so much credibility, creating a 
unique new balance. 

The Gamers Up 

This month also sees the farewell appearance of 
Atari ST User's Play Test games section. 

But there is no need for games players to panic! 
Watch this space in October for the most exciting 




concept in games coverage in years. 

ST Gamer, the magazine within a magazine, will be 
first with games news, previews, reviews and features 
every month. 

Don't miss it 

Miss next month's issue and you will lose out on... 



Wider pages with exciting new designs 
1 ST Gamer - the hottest ST games mag around 

• Grand Grab - massive prize giveaways 

• TWO Coverdisks - packed side to side with the 
very best software giveaways 

• The ABC of DTP - A revealing feature on DTP, 
explaining production of a publication from the 
initial idea through to the finished product. 



The NEW Atari ST User - the best ever ST dedicated magazine. Don't miss it! 
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ack in the dim and distant past two 
men made a proposition that 
changed the face of modern music. 
It was in 1981 that Dave Smith and 
Chet Wood lit the fuse for the Midi explo- 
sion. 

After some heated discussion and the 
invaluable input of the Japanese, Midi was 
finally born in 1982. Once the die was cast 
the standard became universal and within 10 
years has successfully colonised almost 
every commercial studio on the planet. 

By 1983 the first Midi compatible synthesis- 
ers appeared and the race was on within the 
software world to support the new musical 
revolution. 

The first attempts at sequencing were 
somewhat less than subtle, but nevertheless 
they offered the essentials such as unlimited 
overdubs and of course the ability to tweak, 
tidy or completely reorganise a track 
after it had been recorded into the 
sequencer. 

These functions are at the 
very soul of sequencing, 
and by definition lae com- 
pletely beyond the limited 
talents of tape. Of course 
along with increased edi- 
torial control, digital 
recordings never degrade 
no matter how many changes 
and attempts are required to pro- 
duce the finished masterpiece. 

In the eyes of many an old muso this 
technological disease has destroyed the 
sacred art of putting a swirling line of sound 
on to a plastic disk. 

For others, Midi has opened the floodgates 
for thousands of talented musicians who oth- 
erwise would never have carved their name in 
vinyl due to either a lack of opportunity, 
practice or tuition on the instrument of 
their choice. 

This broadening of horizons has 
not only opened music to the 
untrained but for those musos 
willing to embrace the new tech- 
nology the power of the com- 
puter has revolutionised the cre- 
ative process. 

Now an entire orchestra waits at 
the fingertips of composer and fin- 
ished scores pour from printers at 
single key stroke. The ability to experi- 
ment, cut, paste, transpose are all done in 
seconds and without the massive expense of 
countless re-takes and the extortionate 
amounts asked for studio time. 

Thanks to Midi, modern recordings are 
being produced for a fraction of the price of a 
tape-based system and due to the "suck it 
and see" approach which Midi allows, profes- 
sionals and amateurs alike are producing 
work they never imagined possible, all from 
the comfort of their own home, only visiting 
the studio to add the finishing touches and lay 
down the final cut. 

Now if you're an old Midi hand you'll be 
waiting for the usual acronym rundown with 
the inevitable meaning of Midi, which of 
course stands for: the Musically Informed can 
be Desperately Iritiating, as opposed to the 
all to often quoted alternative, which other 
mags would have you believe. 

This tendency for technospeak rather than 
explanation is usually enough to put many 
people off experimenting with Midi before 
they've programmed a note. 

In fact, Midi is by no means as complex as 
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ST has long 
been the 
musicians' 
choice. 

Paul Austin looks 
at why, and how 
you could 
become the next 
Mega star... 



a lot of techno junkies would have you 
believe, and to combat the acronym attack a 
brief explanation of some of the basic princi- 
ples is in order. 



SELECTING YOUR SEQUENCER 

The range of sequencing alternatives on the 
ST are almost as wide as the variety of music 
produced on them, but if you are new to the 
business the latest musical bundle comprising 
of a 1040 and Steinburg's pro 24 III has to be 
a very attractive proposition for newcomers to 
the music scene. 

If you combined the hardware and software 
purely on monetary terms you effectively get 
Pro 24 for nothing. Not a bad deal, as Stein- 
burg has and indeed still is the standard 
package in many commercial studios, only 
recently having its supremacy challenged by 
Cubase for the title of the ST's top sequencing 
package. If you're looking towards studio 



work either of the 
two packages would be 
ideal, and even if the stu- 
dio you choose happens to 
use the alternative package to 
your own, exchanging files between 
the two is simple. 

So there shouldn't be any real problems, 
and of course there's nothing to stop you 
dragging your own system in with you if nec- 
essary. 

Given a direct choice, I'd go for Cubase, 
as it's slowly but surely taking over from Pro 
24 as the studio standard as far as the ST is 
concerned. Now keyboard selection is a 
tricky one, as opinions of the same hardware 



The big three line up, but the ST is still 
leading the field in the musical stakes 
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can differ considerably depending on taste, 
but as far as Midi's concerned the only real 
consideration is the available ports which 
obviously must have IN, OUT and THRU. The 
latter may not be available on ageing second 
hand gear, but it can be invaluable if you're 
planning to expand your system later. 

A secondary, but still huge, consideration 
when investing in a keyboard is the availabil- 
ity of patch editing software. In the first few 
weeks of ownership it may seem unimportant, 
but it soon becomes invaluable when you're 
looking for new sounds without incurring the 
expense of a new synth. 

Patch editing comes second only to 
sequencing if you're on a limited budget. Put 
simply, it allows you to import the sounds from 
your synth or module into the computer for 
editing. 

This process is referred to as a fetch, and 
once fetched the formerly unobtainable 
sound appears on screen as a series of 
waveforms and variables which are very easy 
to relate to and make complex changes as 
simple as dragging a point on a wave or 
selecting an option from an icon. 

Anyone old and unfortunate enough to 
remember the nightmare of programming 
synths sounds via the faceless 
control panel of a synth with end- 
less complex algorithms will waste 
no time in extolling the virtues of a 
decent patch editor. 

The miraculous little utilities 
allow you to completely redesign 
your sounds, all the way from sim- 
ply altering the waveform right 
through to the type of reverb or the 
length of delay, in fact any param- 
eter relating to the sound. If that's 
still not enough, individual sounds 
can be blended or totally new ones 
created from scratch. When your 
masterpiece is complete either 



individual or entire banks of sounds can be 
saved to disk or dumped back into your synth 
in the locations of your choice, where they'll 
remain until the next update, stored perma- 
nently just like the originals. 

A word of warning: Always back up before 
you start to tinkering, it can save a lot of tears 
later on. 

With many manufactures producing synths 
in both modular and keyboard formats it's 
tempting to build your system around a cen- 
tral mother keyboard which then accesses the 
various modules as required. 

On the surface, modular expansion seems 
the ideal answer to the ever-increasing spiral 
of expenditure that musical addiction tends to 
inspire, with modules often saving hundreds 
as opposed to the keyboard alternatives. 

Having said that, it's still much easier to sell 
a complete keyboard rather than a module, so 
if you're the sort of person who has to keep up 
with the neighbours, complete keyboards may 
be a better bet purely from a resale point of 
view. 

The key to keyboard selection is to look for 
the added extras, like reverb and delay, built- 
in drum sounds, and so on. It's this area 
where multi timbrel modules come into there 
own. 

Multi timbrel simply means that they'll play 
several instruments at any one time, with most 
modern units handling up to eight separate 
synth voices simultaneously in addition to a 
complete drum track arranged from a variety 
of drum sounds - all packed into a tiny box 
that's best described as a musical Tardis. 

It's not quite all beer and skittles, as there's 
a limit to the number of individual notes or 
partials that can be played together. With 
most multi timbrel units the available number 
of partials is about 32, so that means up to 
eight separate voices can be playing in con- 
cert as long as the total number of individual 
notes doesn't exceed 32. Did I say Midi 
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wasn't confusing? This band in a box affect is 
all due to the power of Midi, and the huge 
mountains of hardware once associated with 
the average keyboard player have been con- 
densed into a single lightweight unit that pro- 
duces the illusion of an entire band thanks to 
a few blips of data from a sequencer. Isn't 
technology wonderful - as long as you're not 
an ex-session musician, of course. 

For the beginner multi timbrel units such 
as the Roland CM-32L and the older MT-32 
are ideal. The sound quality doesn't match 
that of dedicated units such as Korg's M1 
and others, but they're still a great place to 
start, and even with their restrictions on qual- 
ity they easily match up to the performance 
of infinitely more expensive units that were 
producing classic hits only a couple of years 
back. 

OK, once you've chosen your sequencer, 
modules, keyboards or both, the next step is 
to connect it all up. With an ST things 
couldn't be simpler. It's just a matter of a few 
Midi cables connecting the Midi OUT from 
the source to the Midi IN on the ST. 

If, however, you're looking to build a sys- 
tem that uses multiple sources, a Midi junc- 
tion box might well be a good investment. 

With most units offering Midi THRU, it 
might seem something of a waste to invest in 
what is merely a signal splitter, but daisy- 
chaining several units via the THRU ports 
can occasionally run into problems if you're 
linking three or four units together. 

Each time the Midi information is passed 
THRU a unit a little of the initial quality is lost, 
and as a result the signal can become dirty 
and obviously some data may be corrupt 
when it's passed on to the next unit in the 
line. 

Because a Midi cable itself is basically a 
serial link which is passing data in succes- 
sion down the line to the next unit in the 
chain, long cables mean increased transfer 
time. As a result those at the end of lengthy 
cable and THRU port connection may not 
receive their data fast and clean enough to 
keep up, and as a result information can 
become scrambled. 

A junction box simply gives a copy of the 
complete Midi signal direct from the 
sequencer to each sound source. As a result 
there are no lengthy cables between the ST 
and the target and of course no THRU ports. 



To the left we have 
the latest Midi friendly 
unit from Foster. A 
perfect choice for a 
beginner looking for a 
multictrack 
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As a result all your Midi information is deliv- 
ered squeeky clean and at optimum speed. 

Assuming you've got a hi-fi or amplifier you 
should now have your latest creation booming 
from the speakers in all its pure digital glory. 

Unfortunately for most of us, once the 
sequencing is complete it's time to compro- 
mise our digital principles and add some ana- 
log, whether that be vocals, guitars or in fact 
anything that requires a mic before it can be 
captured. If you're a digital purist it's possible 



to bypass the problem by sampling and trig- 
gering the captured sound from the 
sequencer. 

This is fine for the occasional "Yoo baby, 
get down moma", but if you're after a com- 
plete acoustic guitar track you'll need an 
entire hard disk sampling system to do it, 
which will set you back a lot more than a high 
quality four, six or eight track multitracker. 

As you can see from some of the pho- 
tographs in this article, there are a fair num- 
ber of Multitrack studios on the market but if 
you're a Midi enthusiast make sure you go for 
a unit with built-in Midi sync or at least one 



MIDI MUSIC LESSONS 

As simple as sound recording and especially Midi appear on paper, it can 
be a confusing area, and to beat the technology blues Manchester's 
School of Sound Recording or Spirit offer a whole range of courses aimed 
at making any musician's first tentative steps a little easier. 

If Manchester is a little too far afield try inquiring of your local authority 
for similar schemes in your area. Wherever you choose, the principles will 
probably be the same, so here's what to expect. 

Spirit offer three short five - and three - day courses aimed at com- 
plete beginners and the more advanced alike. 

The first course gives a basic grounding in the studio and covers the 
basics of recording and working in a studio environment. It isn't aimed at 
Midi, but rather at getting your talents on to tape. 

The second course is a direct follow and goes much deeper into signal 
processing and mixing. It also makes a start on Midi with an introduction 
to SMPTE time code, sampling, triggering and principles of Midi. If you can 
class yourself as a well-versed amateur this could be the one for you. 

The final part of the trilogy is the Sampling C.M.I, programming and Midi 
Workshops. This course runs over a weekend and covers the more 
advanced aspects of Midi, covering the theory on sequencers, drum 
machines and a more in - depth look at sampling. 

More detail is explained on time code and synchronisation, plus a look 
at Midi controlled effects and recent advancements in the field such as 
Midi mixers, programmable patch bays and pitch to Midi converters. The 



courses vary in price from £172.50 to £230.00 inc. If a weeks tuition isn't 
enough Spirit also hold a 48 week course that can be taken either during 
the day or in the evening. As you might expect, this goes into great detail 
and is designed for those looking for a 
career in engineering. /~7~^ — ^^^ 

Registration will set you back £50 / -"""T^ — ^___^ 

with £30 to follow for each week of L 
the course. All of Spirit's courses 
provide a certificate and hopefully 
a step in the right direction for you / 
and your music. / 

As you can see from the / 
scanned record sleeves, Spirit / 
also has a working studio and / 
most courses give a certain / 
amount of studio time for stu- / 
dents to produce either their / 
own work or that of a band / 
which can either be your / 
choice or provided by the / »k 
studio. / '-: 

If you're interested in 
signing up you can con- 
tact Spirit for further 7"! — 
details on: 061-228 1830. ^ "***' 






.adbroke 
Omputing 

International 




. I GofcfenMB Hand ScamertST or Amiga) £160 

SpeClS' Golden MG Optical Mouse (ST/AwigaJ £3499 

niierS StarNB/24-t) 

°" Tempus2 



MCSMouselSI) £1699 
Thats Write (ST) £7999 
£200 Trak Ball 1ST or ArngaJC149i 
£2999 WritBOnCST) £4499 



I We are tie longest established Atari dealer in lie UK. We have developed an extensive \ 
^customer service pdicywhich means that we lest all Hardware/Software prior to 
I despatch to ensure that goods arrive in working order Although our prices are not 
|: always tie cheapest we do endeavour to offer consistently good service and backup. 
% This isn't just our opinion, we were voted 'Best Dealer I98& by tie readers of ST World! 
I magazine, not lor 'the number of boxes shifted*, but lor quality service 

\ On Site Warranty. We have recently extended our backup programme by offering on site; 
1 warranty as an option on at STs. We already otter this service on AS Star printers and 
t Philips monitors fsted 

;■ All prices are correct at copy date 09/07/91 and are subject to change without prior 
i notice At prices are accurate while stocks last Phone lor up to date prices. At prices 
I include \AT there are no hidden extras (WYSIWYG]. Delivery (m Mainland UK) is tree, on 
i orders over £100 (add £10 lor next day courier deSvery. AS prices available on Mat 
| Order. Shop prices may differ 




At systems indude 12 Mnths 
on site maintenance and 
|p DOS401 



286 -12MHz 

M)R*W .suppled upgradBable to 4Mi 80287 Co-Processor socket 

40Mb 24ms Hard drive. 2x AT and 1x XT free expansion sbts. Mouse 

GBt a 1st Vvord. chobe of 1x 525* fbppy or 1x a5 - floppy 



386a* -16MHz 

2kt> RAM supplied, upgradeable to 8Mb. 80387sx Co-Processor 

socket 40Mb 24ms Hard drive 4x AT and tt XT free expansion slots. 

Mouse choice of 1x 525' floppy or tx 35' floppy. 



386.-20MHZ 

2M3 RAM suppled upgradeabte to 10Ma 80387 Co-Processor 

socket 40Mb 24ms Hard drive 4x AT and tx XT free expansion slots. 

Mouse 1x S25' fbppy and tx 35' floppy 



386a. *25MHz 

4M3 RAM suppled upgradaabte to 16Mb. 32K fast cache RAM. 

80387 Co-Processor socket 40Mb 24ms Hard drive 4x AT and 1x 

XT free expansion sbts. Mouse 1x 525" floppy and tx 35" floppy 



Mono VGA £734.99 
Colour VGA £839.99 
Colour S-VGA£839.99 




Mono VGA £1049.99 
Colour VGA £1159.99 
Colour S-VGA£1259.99 



Mono VGA £1259.99 
Colour VGA £1369.99 
Colour S-VGAE1469.99 
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100 tracks storage, 20 tracks playing 

amuttaneousty. 

240 ppq resolution. 

Realtime mix-down via mouse. 

Realtime sordino, arrange window. 

tl levels of quantise, inducing humanise. 

PipeSne/Modiie system 

Loop record 

Mki soft keys. 

Works on 1040STHMXE) 



Midistudio 

Master Now 

£99.99 

Midistudio Junior 
Mow £29.99 



Mono VGA £1739.99 
Colour VGA £1889.99 
Colour S-VGAE1999.99 
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Roctec ST 3.5" drive. £59.99 

Roctec Amiga 3.5" drive. £54.99 

ST Internal drive upgrade. £54.99 

TT»STirrtBrnBlclnrereqiirasSTcBSerreritaton<fJ 



Use your ST or Amiga to send faxes. 

FuSy featured modem accesses 
bulletin boards/commercial systems. 
a Futry Hayes compatible. 
Q Autodal/answer 
Q 300/1200/2400 Baud 
3 ForST or Amiga 
3 Cannot receive faxes. Not BT 
approved. 

£224.99 



PC Emulators for ST 
PCSpeedXTErnutator £ 99.99 

AT Once, AT Emulator £ 199.99 

AT SPeed (16MHz) £249.99 

Includes DR DOS 5 
Socket for 80C287 Co- 
Processor 
Norton factor of 8.2 




Quantity 


Bulk Sonv or Kao 
Loose Boxed 


Sony Brand 
Boxed in 1Q's 


10 


£ 4." 


n r QQ IncMa xlO 
4- N 7 ~Krfinltfa<& 

o\j *x • plastic box 


£ 8." 


40 


£ 19. 20 


o\j ZtrJi disc box 


£ 32. 49 


100 


£ 44." 


£ ^ 99 i^f 


£ 79." 


150 


£ 59." 


£ 7/r99i^f x,5 ° 

JU / U. Sbcblfe 
disc box 


£ 118. 49 



tSMb Amiga board inpop £ 37.99 15Mb Amiga brd. 5Mb instaiedE 
15Mb Amiga brd 1Mb instaiedE 7299 15Mb Amiga brd 15Mb instaled £88.99 
Zydec 15Mb board requires connection to Garry & 13 Kickstart includes clock. 
TOS 14 kit (6 or 2 ROM's) £ 3999 STFM Bitter chip, kit £ 39.99 

Amiga 512K no clock £ 2699 Amiga 5t2K with clock £ 29.99 

Exchange STFMPSU £ 5999 ROM switch ♦ TOS 14 £ 49.99 

Please check the configuration of your machine with our staff before ordering any 
upgrade and ham your macfthe open whan you phone. Al upgrades/repairs carried out by our 
service centre carry a 90 days parts and labour guarantee. Our service centre can repair/ 
upgrade any ST. Amiga. Please phone for repair/upgrade charges. Please add E150 P&p for 
upgrades priced imder £100. 




Al desks include labels & carry a Hetkna guarantee. Please add 80p P&P for each t) dBks. 



520STE discovery Extra £26999 1040STE Curriciium Pack £37999 

Amiga 500 Computer £29999 CDTV £59999 

We can supply upgraded STE packs for the extra prices shown betow 
520STEto1Mb add£25 1040/520STE to 2Mb add£75 

1040/52OSTE to 4Mb add£150 See aries upgrades 

Atari SM124 Mono £ 139.99 
Philips 8833Mkll Colour £ 249.99 
Phlips15"cubeTV £ 269.99 
Includes: FST. remote control Scart input 
(giving near monitor quaity display), 60 tuner 
preseta sleep nmer and Fastexl 
Al displays come with Scart cable. Deduct 
£10 from Monitors on)y, if bought with 
computer. 
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200 Dpi scanner. 

16 grey scales or Hack/White mode. 

Ugh quaity thermal image printer. 

Acts as photocopier. 

ST & Amiga £39999 

PC version £42999 

Requires tvtb RAM. 

whte stocks last 
HMQ acannmr £49.99 



"Power of the Mac, without the price." 

a Reads, writes and formats Mac disks, 
a Supports Hard drive and second floppy, 
a Compatible with STE. Stacy. 
a 30% bigger screen area than Mac Plus, 
a Runs 20% faster than Mac Plus. 

We are the consistently longest serving supplier 

icyu< 



Al dot matrix printers come complete with IBM Cent ronics cable All Star prirters include 
t2 months on site warranty. UK Mainland only. 



Spectre GCR V3 

£290 

Phone for 128K 

ROM's 




StarLC-10 140/36cps £ 13999 
Star LC-24/K) £ 19999 

Star LC-200 colour printer £20999 
Starl_C24-20O 222cps £ 244.99 
Star 1X24-200 colour printer £ 29999 



Citizen 120f> special offer 
Citizen Swift 192/64cps 
Star XB/24-10 Colour 
Star IXK) colour ribbon 
Star LC10 dustcover 



Atari SLM605 Laser 



£ 104999 Cannon BJ10E 



134.99 
31999 
33999 
5.99 
399 
27999 



How to Pav 



You can phone your Access or Visa card 
details or send a cheque/postal 
f orders made payable to Ladbroke 
Computing International. Please 
allow sufficient clearance time for cheques. 



(0772) 203166 Fax 561071 

Shop & Mai order promises : 33 Ormskirk Road. Preston. Lancashire, PR1 2QP Open Monday to Saturday 

aoOam to S.VOpm Phones answered from 9-XXiam Dealer enquiries welcome. Ladbroke Computing 

International is a trading name of Ladbroke Computing Ltd All trade marks recognrsad 







Casio's excellent DAT recorder winning 
many friends in the music business 

which can support an external sync unit. 

This is vital if you're going for really big pro- 
ductions as it allows you to sync your 
sequencer to music already present on the 
track. 

The second and lesser consideration is the 
recorder's tape speed. The higher the speed 
the better the sound quality - it's as simple as 
that. So check that before you hand over the 
cash. 

Once you have your sequencer and studio 
synchronised the original 16 channels of Midi 
becomes chicken feed as a complete 16 
channel sequence can be assigned to each 
track on the recorder. 

This miracle occurs thanks to a Midi time 
code, or MTC, which is recorded directly on 
to the tape. MTC is a descendant of 
SMPTE/EBU time code, the industry standard 
in the TV and the film business since Adam 
was a lad. 

Once it's recorded on to a track MTC can 
be read by the sequencer on play back or 
record. As a result the sequencer can adjust 
its Midi information accordingly, sending per- 
fectly synchronised data to the various key- 
boards and modules as you record. 

Thanks to MTC the bad old days of ping 
pong recording are long gone. These days 
there's very little need to bounce countless 
tracks together, degrading the sound quality 
in order to produce a big sound. Thanks to 
the efforts of Midi and MTC, the average mod- 
ern multitrack is more than capable of pro- 
ducing the same sound as a 24 track system 
of less than 10 years back. OK, the sound 
quality won't be up to the same standard, but 
the impact can still be astonishing. 

Once you've built your system and written 
a classic the final task is to mix down your 
masterpiece and create the next number one. 

Again Midi can play a large part in the pro- 
cess, especially if you're working with a pro- 
fessional Midi - friendly mixing desk which in 
some cases can be preprogrammed to auto- 
matically punch in, fade out and mute tracks 
as the mix takes place. 

In the bad old days mix down meant all 
hands to the console as various tracks were 



THE ST IN THE 2 1ST CENTURY 

The next step on from a standard Midi setup is to 
upgrade to recording direct to hard disk. Only as lit- 
tle as two years ago this type of system was 
|\ strictly for the pros, but thanks to Digital Designs 
Sound Tools system, it's now within the reach of 
mere mortals like you and me. 

Sound Tools is a two channel direct to disk 
system that can use a 1040 fitted with an accel- 
erator and four megs of ram to process the 
incoming data from an analog to digital con- 
B verter which writes the incoming signal from the 
mixing desk direct to hard disk. 
The paperless office never really appeared, but 
the tapeless studio is already with us and Sound 
Tools will soon bring such power to the back bed- 
room studio of many a Midi enthusiast. 

As well as the ST, accelerator and converter a rea- 
sonably speedy and sizable hard disk is essential. The 
choice is yours, but no matter what size of disk is used it 
have an access time of under 35 milliseconds, 
you an idea of what's required, approximately 10 min- 
recording can be squeezed on to a 100 meg drive. Once 
recorded, the entire song can be treated like a normal sample and 
entire sections can be cut, pasted, looped and combined as 
required. 

The system minus the hard drive is on offer for £2,864 and 
brings pure digital production to anyone with a wallet to match 
their enthusiasm. 

The benefits of 
digital recording 
are incredible, not 
only for the power- 
ful editing options 
but also the actual 
range of sound that 
can be captured. 
Due to the dynamic 
limitations of tape, 
there'll always be a 
certain amount of 
fidelity lost, but a 
with pure digital 
signal the entire 
dynamic range is 
captured. As a re- 
sult a whole range 
of added definition 
is added to the fin- 
ished product. As 
you can tell, I'm 
impressed... 




The sound tools system in all its glory, pure 
digital, back bedroom recording, here we come! 



added and subtracted from the overall sound. 
This process almost inevitably led to 
the odd disaster and a tendency for 
individuals to add a little too much of what 
they liked and perhaps a little less of what 
they didn't. 

For most of us using home studio equip- 
ment, the need for countless fingers on the 
faders isn't really a problem, but there's still 
the question of where to store your work and 
how to keep it at its best after the four hun- 
dredth demo had been dispatched to the 
record companies. 

In the past this meant occasional remixing 
of masters or running a few copies off at one 
time, all with the the hiss that only analog can 
add to the sound. 

Fortunately an answer has arrived for the 
semi professional who wants to maintain 



sound quality. DAT - or digital audio tape - is 
the answer to many a muso's prayer, giving a 
crystal clear signal and no degradation no 
matter now many copies are made from the 
original. The DAT player illustrated is a per- 
fect example of what's on offer. Retailing at 
around £500, it's ideal for the serious enthusi- 
ast. 

Well that's about all you'll need to put you 
on the road to fame and fortune, but if you 
want to know what to do with the royalties 
from your first album, read on... 



Special thanks to A1 Music Manchester 
and Spirit Studios for their invaluable 
assistance, and especially to Max 
Lindsay-Johnson of A 1 for his essential 
technical support. 
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FAST MAIL ORDER SERVICE 

With full after sales assistance 

and technical support. 

All prices inc. VAT and postage, except Restated 

UPTOWN, UPTEMPO PRODUCTS AT 
DOWNTOWN, DOWNBEAT PRICES ! 



High quality, top of the 
range products supplied by 

©ANDAAL 

aEd3EEnB3323 

pretcir 



FLOPPY 
DRIVES 




DAATASCAN is the generic name for the 
scanners and scanning software designed and 
developed by Pandaal Marketing Ltd. 
Daatascan Professional combines state of the 
art hardware with lightning fast software. 

Compatible with most 
leading DTP. OCR and 
PAINT applications such 
as Calamus. Syntex and 
Hyper paint. 

DAATASCAN PROFESSIONAL 

■ Full 105mm (4.16") scanning width 

■ Up to 64 simulated grey scales 

■ Variable brightness control 

■ l/2/3/400dpi resolution 
• Black & white mode 

■ 3 dither modes 



Also available -. Daatascan Professional A4 
Phone for details and latest price, 



ATARI ST SOFTWARE = 

Crop ■ Rotate ■ Invert ■ Flip ■ Immediate Real- 
time scanning display with amazing TRUE 400 
dpi resolution ■ Full GDOS printing support ■ 
Saves as IMG. TIFF. DEGAS formats making it 
compatible with most leading applications 
supporting graphic file import OCR. DTP, ART. 
PAINT. WP. etc. 



■ Power on/oft switch on unit 

■ Colout coded steel case 

■ Cooling vents 

■ Formats to 720K 

■ Long reach cable 

■ Citizen/Sony mechanism 



NEW! NEW! NEW! NEW! NEW! 




DAATASOUND. sampler and 
sequencer. MIDI compatible. 
STE enhancments. Colour/mono. 

■ Samples at up to 25khz 

■ Cut copy, paste, splice 



■ Rip. loop, echo 

■ Amplify, compress, soften 

■ Real-time monitor, with echo 1 

■ Graphical sample display 

■ Oscilloscope 

■ Magnify editing facility 

■ Built-in sequencer 

■ 18 samples per sequence" 
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HARD 



Hard disks for the 
ST are becoming 
more affordable. 



prfctctr 



Protar top of the range hard disk drives for the ST combine 
excellent performance with quality and high capacity. 

■ Fast reliable mechanisms with fast access. 

■ DMA in/out throughport with drive number selector switch 

■ Cooling fan ■ Fully auto-parking 

■ Includes all cables and MANAGER hard disk software. 
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ATARI ST 



Demo disk available for jusl £6. 
refundable upon fun purchase 




ONLY £19.95 



A 3 position monster stereo 
cartridge. I , output mono- 
samples. 2 : three function 
stereo output. 3 : output to 
Hi-Fi working with any 
game or program. 
Daatasound can come 
alive with this monster I 



t\afd\ fof/B 

ONLY E295exVAT 
^ONLY £340 



DAATAFAX. the computerize 
personal organiser 

■ Diary 

■ Notepad 

■ Phonebook) 

• Calendar 

• Graphics 

■ Rloiax" compatible printouts 

■ Includes FREE dividers 




ONLY £19.95 



DAATAMOUSE. high quality replacement upgrade mouse. 

■ Switchable between Amiga & ST mode 

■ Optical mechanical encoder 

■ Amazing 360dpi 

■ Ergonomic design 1U. > i >p ( 



{RE 

■ Anti-static mechanismV* 



THE FASTEST 

MOUSE 




WHATEVER YOU WANT • 
WE'VE GOT IT ! 
PHONE NOW ! 



£24.95 a$La 
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CITY BEAT LTD, I82a Bedford Road, Kempston, Bedford MK42 8BL 

i 0234 85 77 77 S 



THIRD COAST 
TECHNOLOGIES o ed 



Unit 8, Bradley Hall Trading Estate, 

Standish, Wigan, Lancashire, WN6 OXQ 

Tel: (0257) 472444 Fax:(0257) 426577 

INTERNATIONAL +44 257 472444 



Third Coast Hard Drives 

Third Coast have been well established now for 
years in the Atari Hard Drive market. Third Coast 
have been the leading Atari Hard Drive 
manufacturer over the last eighteen months and 
we offer full technical support Monday to Friday 
9-5 unlike some competitors. We offer a product 
which has been on the market for years which has 
been tried and tested and sold worldwide. 
The idea of a hard drive without power supply is 
not new. Indeed! a prototype was built some time 
ago by Third Coast Technologies. The reason the 
drive was not released onto the market , was 
because overloading , of the power supply causes 
voltage fluctuations , which leads to unreliable 
data transfer. 

Expandability 

With Third Coast's range of Atari hard drives you 
have the ability to expand by adding a second 
drive or even a 155mb tape backup device. 
The drives also have DMA in & out and also SCSI 
in & out. 

Software 

All Third Coast's Atari hard drives include a free 
set of software utilities which includes a word 
processor, database, spreadsheet and loads of 
other handy utilities. Also included are excellent 
ICD Hard Disk utilities which include formating, 
partitioning, auto-booting and a great deal more 
hard disk related software. 

Features 

All Third Coast's hard drives come supplied with 
a battery backed up clock as standard. The drive 
is also fully autobooting and has automatic 
headparking so there is no need to run a program 
to park the heads. High speed programable 
caching software is also included with the drive. 
The unit has an internal 65 watt switching power 
supply which is capable of powering two hard 
disk drives. 

STE Compatible 

Third Coast's Atari drives are fully compatible 
with all Atari STE machines. Using the drive on 
the Atari STE machine will not cause problems 
such as data transfer errors unlike some 
competitors drives. 

155MB Tape Backup 

As well as supplying a large range of hard drives 
we also sell a 155MB tape backup device which 
can be used with all Atari hard drives. The unit 
will backup 20megs of data in under 2 minutes. 
It uses industry standard CT600N cassettes. 
For more information call 
Third CoastTechnologies. 



Atari Hard Drives Specialists 



SUMMER MADNESS 

Atari 65MB Hard Drive Only £379.99 Limited Period Only 




DIY Kits 

Third Coast also provide kits so you 
can take advantage of any bare hard drive 
mechanism you may have. We offer complete 
cased kits for SCSI drives and also ST506 drives 
both of which include all cables, software and 
manuals to get you started. 

DIY Kit Pricing 

ICD DMA/SCSI Adapter no clock £74.99 

ICD DMA/SCSI Adapter with clock £99.99 

Omti 3527 SCSI/ST506 Controller £79.99 

Complete kit ready for SCSI drive £1 79.99 

Complete kit ready for ST506 drive £229.99 

Drive upgrades available for SH204/5, Megafile 
20/30/60 and Supra drives call for prices and details. 



Other Products 



Hard Drive Pricing 

32M/Byte SCSI hard drive 25 milli auto park £299.99 

52M/Byte SCSI hard drive 10 milli auto park £399.99 

65M/Byte SCSI hard drive 25 milli auto park £449.99 

85M/Byte SCSI hard drive 25 milli auto park £499.99 

106M/Byte SCSI hard drive 10 milli auto park £529.99 

1 55M/Byte SCSI Tape Backup Device £599.99 

1 55M/Byte Tape Backup and 50MB drive £899.99 

22M/Byte Supra hard drive £379.99 

32M/Byte Supra hard drive £349.99 

50M/Byte Supra hard drive £429.99 

65M/Byte Supra hard drive £479.99 

85M/Byte Supra hard drive £529.99 

1 06M/Byte Supra hard drive £599.99 
Call for more details on Supra hard drives 



WARRANTY All hard drives carry a full twelve months 
warranty and free twelve months telephone support 



Internal & External Floppy Drives GST40E Genlock 



All floppy drives include free software utilities 

' . NO CASE 

n MODIFICATION 




NO CASE 
MODIFICATION 



1MB internal replacement offers extended track count up 
to 84 tracks fully software compatible slight case 
modification required supplied with full fitting instructions. 
External drives have built in PSU. 

1MB internal 80 track £49.99 1MB internal 84 track £59.99 
1MB external 80 track £54.99 1 MB external 84 track £59.99 
Add £5 if you wish to receive a virus protector. 




The GST 40E is a high quality genlock and pal coder unit. It offers resolution 
capacity of 625 lines. The equipment genlocks Atari computers to a 
reference signal, or a studio blacksignal and keys the computer image into 
the reference video. By connecting the genlock to computer's video port 
and to a reference video pal signal or studio colour black, the Atari 
computer becomes a high performance tool perfect for video titling, 
animation and graphics. The GST 40E does not produce degradation of the 
reference video and encodes the Atari video into a composite video output. 
The GST 40E will allow you to record animation titling over live video. You 
could use a camera and title a still photo or moving pictures. Alternatively 
you can record animation or put names, addresses or whatever you want 
over your favourite video title. The scope and features are endless it's down 
to your imagination. The GST 40E is fully software compatible with Degas, 
Neochrome, Cyber and indeed all Atari ST related software. £249.99 



E&OE — Advertised prices and specifications may change. 
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Once again the Atari ST User team 
have been burning the midnight oii 
to present the best CoverDisk 
around. Great games pius the 
ultimate utilities and demos, all 
crammed onto one disk! 



SIDE ONE 



SIDE TWO 



SUPER 

CARD 

INDEX 

This FULL VER- 
SION of the popular 
Super Card Index 
program from 

B.Ware Software 
allows you to set up 
free-format database files with the minimum of fuss. Written in compiled 
GFA Basic, it has a nifty turn of speed and is very simple to use. 




NEW SERIES 



The Runtime section of the coverdisk has two new series starting this 
issue. For STe owners (and prospective owners) Adam Greenwood 
takes the lid off the STe to show what it is capable of. 

For STOS programmers Mike Dixon-Kennedy starts a series going 
Beyond STOS, which sheds some light on some things even the man- 
ual didn't tell you. 



PLUS 



• Playback routines allowing you to play your TCB 
Tracker music from within your own programs. 

• The final instalment of the 3D Graphics series 
carried over from last month. 

• All the documentation for all the coverdisk pro- 
grams this month. 



BEAST BUSTERS 

From their new H.Q. en Francaise 
Activision have sent us this fully 
playable two level demo of Beast 
Busters, the gruesomest game 
around. Superb one- or two-player 
nightmarish action. 




BOING 

Play this game and you 
won't be surprised at its 
name! Guide the maniac 
bouncing ball around the 
screen avoiding the mush- 
rooms and collecting the 
fruit. 

A difficult but addictive 
game which gets this 
month's vote for "Game 
most responsible for the 
coverdisk being late!" 

MORTIMER 

Let Mortimer be Jeeves to 
your ST's Wooster! The 
perfect manservent, Mor- 
timer only comes when he's called, or when something urgent 
requires your attention (like a virus!). 

The rest of the time he just gets on with his work quietly, spooling a 
file here, managing a Ram disk there. You'll wonder how you ever did 
without him. 
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How to handl 



TRIED AND TESTED 

We put a lot of hard work into finding the very best 
games demos and public domain programs to put 
on the Disk and check it thoroughly for viruses and 
other nasties. 

Do bear in mind however, that although we test 
every item on the Disk with the huge variety of STs 
here at the offices, we cannot guarantee that every 
program will work as intended with every configu- 
ration available. 

If you do discover a program which works 
strangely or not at all, then please dont hesitate to 



tell us about it so that we can publish updates or 
further instructions. 

Where we know a program will not work with a 
particular configuration, but is one which we feel 
the majority of you would want and will be able to 
use, we'll make note of the fact on the Disk pages. 

IF IT DOESN'T WORK 

If you're the unlucky recipient of a Disk which 
wont work at all, send it to Stanley Precision Data 
Systems, Unit F, Cavendish Courtyard, Sallow Rd, 
Weldon North Ind Est., Corby, Northants, together 
with your name and address and we'll replace it. 



THAT'S MY PROGRAM! 

We also try to ensure that all of the programs dis- 
tributed on the CoverDisk do not breach copyright 
and all programs on our Disk are distributed in 
good faith. If however, you discover a program 
which you feel infringes a known copyright, 
then please tell us so that we can take 
appropriate action. 

We cannot be held responsible for software 
which does not perform to the programmer's speci- 
fication, nor can we assume responsibility for any 
instances of copyright infringement. 
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MORTIMER A 
YOUR SERVICE 



Configuration: AH STs 
Filename: X MORTIM.TOS 



MANUAL 



Although not so well known in Britain, Omikron 
Software have been producing excellent software 
in Europe for several years, including the version 
of BASIC that is bundled with every ST sold in 
France, Germany, Austria, Switzerland, Spain 
and the Netherlands! 

Distributed in Britain by Kuma computers, 
Mortimer has been one of their best selling prod- 
ucts for some time. 

Mortimer is an all-in-one text editor, printer 



While the full version of Mortimer is pro- 
vided on the disk, there is simply too 

Kuma Computers will, however suddIv 
you w^th the manual for only £6.50 incK 

Simply send your cheque or oostal 
order to: MORTIMER MANuV °$ 
USER), Kuma, 12 Horseshoe Park Pann 
bourne, Berks RGB 7JW 9 " 



spooler, virus guard. Ram disk, screen snapshot 

and calculator, and also allows you to set up keyboard macros and perform 

numerous disk functions. All this, and the [ 

There are a number of files supplied with Mortimer, and these have all been included in 
the archived files X_MORT01.TOS ans X_MORT02.TOS. These files must be de-archived 
before use. To de-archive the files, follow the instructions on Page 27. 

Please note that because of the size of the files single sided disk drive owners should 
copy the two programs to separate disks for de-archiving. Once de-archived the two files 
can be deleted, and the contents of one disk copied to the other to produce the Mortimer 
master disk. 



KEEP THAT DISK 

Mortimer II is now available from Kuma 
Computers, and will be reviewed soon in 
ST User. The upgrade has many improve- 
ments on the version on the coverdisk, 
including: 

• Word wrap in the Editor 

• Hex mode in the Editor 

• RAM Monitor 

• Search for files on Hard Disk 

• An improved File Selector which can be 
used in any program 

• Show mouse coordinates 



• Switch mouse on or off 

• More compatibility, works on TT, 
dynamic memory manager etc. 

What's more, Kuma Computers will allow 
you to upgrade from Mortimer to Mortimer 
II for only £20. including P&P AND THAT 
INCLUDES THE VERSION OF MOR- 
TIMER ON THIS COVERDISK 

To upgrade, simply send the coverdisk 
together with a cheque or postal order 
made payable to Kuma Computers to 
MORTIMER UPGRADE (ST USER), 
Kuma, 12 Horseshoe Park, Pang- 
bourne, Berks RGB 7JW 
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BEAST 



Configuration: AH Sts. Low 
Resolution Colour only. 
Filename: UNPST.PRG 

The latest gory Beast-'em-up 
from Activision pits you against 
terrors from your worst night- 
mare armed only with an auto- 
matic and some hand grenades. 
(Sounds quite fair odds to me - 
Ed.) 

All the files in the BEAST 
folder on SIDE2 of the disk must 
be copied to the ROOT directory 
of a blank disk before running 
(ie they must NOT be in a 
folder). 

If you wish, the UNPST.PRG 
file may be put in a folder named 
AUTO on this disk, which will 
allow the game to auto boot. 
To play Beast Busters either 
auto boot (see above) or double 
click on the program 

UNPST.PRG. After a few 
moments a title screen appears, 
and a tune begins. Either press 
a mouse button or the joystick 
fire button to begin. 

The game may be played by 
either one or two players, and 
the second player may join in at 
any time simply by pressing his 
fire button. Player one is con- 
trolled using the mouse and left 
mouse button to move and fire, 
and the Alternate key to lob a 
grenade. 

Player two uses the joystick 
to move and fire, and the Caps 
Lock key to lob his grenade. 

The object of the game is, if it 
moves, kill it before it kills you! 
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SUPER-CARD-INDEX 
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Configuration: All STs. Mono or 
Medium Resolution colour. 
Filename: X SUPCRD.TOS 

This very flexible card-index program 
comes from B. Ware Software, who are per- 
haps better known for their educational 
software. Written and compiled in GFA 
Basic by Mark Butler, the program is totally 
flexible. 

There are no field names and lengths to 
set up - the program handles everything. 
Simply type in the data required. The pro- 
gram will allow you to search on a number 
of criteria. 

As an example, if you had a database of 
all your customers' names and addresses, 
you could search for 
all the newsagents in 
the Midlands by 
selecting "search for 
newsagent" and 

"Midlands". Searches 
can be case depen- 
dent, and can include 
up to four elements. 

The program is 
supplied here as an 
automatic de-archiv- 
ing file. In order to run 
it, the file 

X_SUPCRD.TOS must 
be copied to a blank 
disk, and then run. 



For full details see the instructions on de- 
archiving on Page 27. 

An example database file has been 
included with the STD dialling codes for 
Britain included, so if you want to find out 
where 0625 is the code for, it will save you 
a lot of flicking through your telephone 
directory. 

The progam has been released as 
Shareware exclusively through Atari ST 
User. The READ_ME.NOW file in the 
archive explains the concept behind this. If 
you like the program, simply send B. Ware 
a crisp fiver, and they will not only send you 
the manual, but also a demo disk and a 
special offer on upgrading to Super Card 2, 
the new version of the program. 
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MERGE 




Configuration: All STs. Low 
resolution Colour only. 
Filename: BOING. PRG 

This unique game (from Unique Software) 
puts you in control of a ball bouncing around 
a series of screens, collecting fruit while 
avoiding mushrooms. O.K. so the scenario 
doesn't sound too exciting - but wait 'till 
you've plugged in your joystick! 

While the ball bounces constantly, the 
height of the bounce may be controlled by 
using the fire button. Moving the joystick left 
and right, surprisingly, moves the ball to the 
left and right. 

Collecting fruit is simply a matter of 
bouncing on it - while any contact with a 
mushroom is instantly fatal. Once all the fruit 
from the current screen is collected, an exit 
will appear. Making your way to this will 
transport you to the next level. 

As if all of this isn't hard enough, there is 
also a thermometer on the right of the 
screen. The temperature rises constantly, 
and if the thermometer reaches the top, it's 
bye bye bouncer! The only way to temporar- 
ily halt the rising heat is to bounce on a 
fruit(!?). You can gain extra lives and points 
by completing Bonus levels - but beware as 
they require very quick thinking and light- 
ning reflexes! 



Fame and Fortune! 



Well f fame and a few quid anyway! 



Have you written a utility 
you just can't wait to 
share with everyone? Is 
your latest program the 
best of its kind? If so, 
send it to us. 

We only include the 
best software 
on the Atari ST User 
coverdisk 



Hit's the 
programs 
User rejects 
that make our 
coverdisk 
the best! J J 



TEN TIPS TO COVERDISK STARDOM 

O Check your program before sending it in. Make sure there are no obvious 

bugs, and that it works "as advertised". 
© Where possible include only one submission per disk. 
© If at all possible, include an executable version of the program. If this is not 

possible, state in which language the program is written. 
Write your name, address, phone number and the program name on the disk 

label. 
© Include a separate piece of paper describing the program and how to run the 

program. Also tell us what machine(s) the program has been tested on (eg 

12K/1 Mb memory STFM/STE). If possible also include a printout of any 

documentation. 
© State clearly whether the program is your copyright, or in the public domain, 

or shareware etc. We are unlikely to pay you if the program is already freely 

available or has been published elsewhere. 
© If you want your disk back, enclose a large SAE. 
© Send your program to: Atari ST User Coverdisk Submissions, Europa 

House, Adlington Park, Macclesfield, SK10 4NP. 
© Be patient! Although we will acknowledge receipt of all programs, it takes 

some time to evaluate and test them on different machines. 
© Once the program has been evaluated, we will write and let you know. Even if 

we do not publish your masterpiece, we will at least let you know why not! 



What's in it for me? 

Although getting a program 
accepted for the coverdisk 
should be reward enough in 
itself, we do pay for original su 
missions. Don't expect to get 
rich, but programs of sufficient 
quality may earn you more than 
you think! 



I 

I 
than 



WHAT ARE WE 
LOOKING FOR? 

Good question! Any type of program will 
be considered, but take a lock around 
at the PD libraries and some earlier 
coverdisks before slaving over a hot 
keyboard for too long! The most popula 
games we get sent are fruit machine 
simulators and SEUK shoot 'em ups. 
The most popular utilities are disk for- 
matters and sprite editors. 

Don't let that stop you sending in you 
disk-formatting fruit machine sprite edi- 
tor shoot 'em up, but it's got to be some- 
thing spectacular to catch our eye! 
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hints 



FILE COPYING 

Copying files from the coverdisk 
to a separate disk for de-archiv- 
ing or running can be a time 
consuming business where you 
only have a single disk drive. 

All that disk swapping can be 
prevented by using a RAM disk. 
Simply copy the files required to 
the RAM disk, then copy the 
files from the RAM disk to the 
destination disk. The RAM disk 
provided by Mortimer is ideal for 
this as it adjusts its size to suit 
the contents. 

DE-ARCHIVING 
Copying the files which require 
de-archiving to a RAM disk, then 
running the de-archiving pro- 
gram from there, will speed up 
the whole process. 
\ Don't forget to copy the files 
from the RAM disk to a format- 
ted disk after de-archiving 
though! 

% PROBLEMS 

We take a great deal of care try- 
ing to ensure that the programs 
on the coverdisk work correctly 
on all machines 

If you have a problem, read 
the instructions on these pages 
carefully and make sure you are 
following them to the letter. 

Some programs will not work 
from within a folder, and some 
insist on being in drive A. 

DERICK THE DROID 
A number of readers have had 
problems with the game Derick 
the Droid on the August issue 
Coverdisk. 

The files within the folder 
DERICK, which is in the folder 
SIDE2 have to be copied to the 
ROOT DIRECTORY of a disk 
before the program is run. The 
program must also be run from 
drive A (the internal disk drive) 
Failure to do this will result in a 
FILE NOT FOUND message. 




The definitive lexicon of programming from those 
in the know: professional ST programmers 

The Runtime program is a convenient way for you to read the documen- 
tation for many of the programs on the CoverDisk, and also contains 
great articles and tutorials 



FIRST STEPS IN BASIC 

This month we take a look at program 
structure. Once you've got to grips with 
Basic, don't be let down by writing poorly 
structured programs. Follow Peter Philips 
advice as he covers the ins and outs of 
the dreaded GOTO statement and delves 
into the intricacies of the FOR. .NEXT loop. 

FOR n = 1 TO 100 

PRINT "RUNTIME IS GREAT" 

NEXT n 



YOUR DISK 
NEEDS YOU 



Here at Atari ST User we're always on the look-out 
lor new programming talent. ST owners the world 
over love to program their machines and we love to 
publish the fruits of those programming efforts - 
many of which rival commercial offerings. 

If you've written a program which you think would 
be interesting to other readers, send ft to us. Sure, 
it's easy to be discouraged, " they'll never publish 
this..." and you'd be right! We can't publish programs 
we dont receive, OK? Whatever language you've 
used, Basic or assembler, Pascal or C, send it to us, 
we'll evaluate its potential and if it's good enough for 
the Disk - why, we'll even pay you! If you're going to 
send a program, here's what to do. 

• Check that ft works and that it's as bug-free as 
you can get it. May sound obvious, but you know your 
own code. An inexperienced user might press one 
wrong key and send the whole thing scampering 
away for cover. 

• Make sure that it's ALL your own work. Don't rip 
off code from anyone else then send it with your 
name. We'll send it back with the forces of law and 
order... 

• Include full instructions. 

• Include your name and address. 

• If you want the disk back, include a stamped 
addressed envelope. 

• Include a signed declaration bearing these 
words "I agree to indemnify Europress Publications 
against all possible litigation arising Irom the use oi 
my software". If you're under 18, get your parent or 
guardian to sign it too. 

This last point is very important and we cannot 
even consider your software without it. Then once 
you've sent a disk, be patient. We get lots of submi- 
sions and we give each one careful consideration. 



CODE CLINIC 

If you have a question about the ST, then 
the Code Clinic is the place to get it 
answered. 

It is also where you can help out with 
someone else's queries. 

This month the topics covered include 
the differences between interpretive lan- 
guages, compilers and assemblers, Midi 
software problems, problems with DMA 
redirection and the RS232 buffer. 



GETTING STARTED 

RunTime is a disk-based magazine program with 
articles providing programming help, hints and 
much more. 

The magazine appears on side one of the Disk 
as RUNTIME.PRG and to read it just double click 
on it. You'll see a screen with the Atari ST User 
logo on the left and a list of menu options on the 
right. 

These menus contain the titles of all the pro- 
grams, articles, games and utilities on the 
CoverDisk. Click on a menu option and the article 
will be loaded and displayed on the screen. If 
your monitor isn't very clear you can print out the 
article. 

At the foot of the screen you will find several 
icons. Here's what the main ones do. 
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This is the icon which enables 
you to return to the opening 
main menu. Click this if you 
want to stop reading the cur- 
rent feature. 

Use this icon if there is a partic- 
ular page of the feature which 
interests you and which you 
wish to have on paper. 

If you need to print the entire 
feature, tutorial and so on, this 
is the icon you need. Click here 
to send the complete feature to 
your printer. 

Often, as you're reading a fea- 
ture there'll be an associated 
picture to help illustrate a 
point. Click on this icon to see 
the picture. 

Everyone, even learned pro- 
grammers, needs help occa- 
sionally. If you find that some 
friendly advice is needed click 
the cross. 
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USING THE DISK AND 
RUNNING RUNTIME 



Follow these sim- 
ple instructions to 
get the most out of 
your CoverDisk, It's 
easy when you 
know how! 



Some of the programs on the CoverDisk have 
been packed using an archiving program. 
This is done to ensure that we can fit as much 
as possible onto your Disk. To make the de- 
archiving process as painless as possible we 
have used a self-extracting archive program. 

In short, this means that all you have to do 
is copy one program to a blank disk, then run 
it and all the archived files for that application 
will be extracted. 

To make the self-extracting programs eas- 
ier to spot, the filename used will always be of 
the format X_??????.TOS where ? may be any 
letter or number (X_RAMDSK.TOS for exam- 
ple may hold archived files for a ramdisk). 

If you find a file with this type of name, sim- 
ply format a disk and copy the file to it. Then 
put the disk containing the program into the 
drive, and double click on the program. The 
files will extract themselves. 

If you are still not clear on the procedure, 
follow the numbered instructions below for a 
step-by-step guide. 

For this exercise we will assume the file is 
called X_PROGNM.TOS: 

1. Put the CoverDisk in drive A, switch on 
computer, monitor and any external disk 
drive. 

2. Make sure you have a blank, formatted 
disk. This disk should NOT be write pro- 
tected. 

3. Ensure the CoverDisk IS write protected 
and then put the CoverDisk into drive A. 

4. Double click on the DRIVE A icon on the 
Desktop to open a window. 

5. Size the window so that the file is visible 
within it, and the DRIVE A and DRIVE B icons 
are visible on the Desktop. 

6. Point at this file with the mouse pointer, 
press and hold the left mouse button, and 
drag the file over to the DRIVE B icon. When 
the DRIVE B icon is highlighted, release the 
mouse button. 



ARCHIVING - WHAT IT ALL MEANS 



Many programs on the ST are large 
and use lots of files, such as 
resource files for a GEM program, 
data files for a spreadsheet, or tune 
files for a music program. In order 
to fit as many programs as possible 
onto the CoverDisk, complete with 
all their associated files, the 
archive program was written. 

Although there are a number of 
different versions of the archiving 
program they all achieve more or 
less the same result. A number of 
files are taken, compressed and 
merged together to form one large 
file, which is smaller than the sum 
of the individual files. 

To extract the original files from 
this archive it's usually necessary 
to run another program which loads 
the archive file and writes the 
uncompressed files back to disk. 
This method was previously used on 
the CoverDisk, using the program 



ARCX.TTP. But to make things sim- 
ple, we're now using a self-extract- 
ing archive. 

This is a utility which turns an 
archive file into a program which, 
when run, extracts all the files from 
the archive and writes them to disk. 
No more ARCX.TTP 

The self-extracting archive pro- 
gram appears just like any other 
program on the ST, and for this rea- 
son we've adopted the following 
standard. All self-extracting archive 
files will have the prefix X_ and the 
suffix .TOS 

As an example, the filename 
X 1STWRD.TOS may be the self- 
extracting archive of the 1st Word 
program and associated files. 

These self-extracting archive files 
should be copied to a blank disk 
before being run because they will 
attempt to write out to the disk 
from which they're run. 



7. If you have an external drive, put the 
blank, formatted disk in it now. Ensure this 
disk is NOT write protected. 

8. An alert box will appear, showing 1 file to 
be copied. Click on OK. 

9. If you do not have an external drive: 
when prompted to insert Disk B in Drive A, put 
in the blank, formatted disk, ensuring it is NOT 
write protected, then click on OK. When 
prompted to insert DISK A in DRIVE A, insert 
the CoverDisk and then click on OK. Repeat 
this as often as requested. 

10. Put the previously blank disk in drive A. 

1 1 . Re-boot the computer (by pressing the 
reset button). 

12. Double click on the DRIVE A icon. This 
will open a window. 

13. The window should contain just one file, 
X_PROGNM.TOS. Double click on this. 

14. The program will now automatically de- 
archive all of the files, writing them to the 
same disk. While it runs, a list of filenames will 
be displayed on the screen. When finished, 
the Desktop will return, with the window now 
containing a number of files as well as the 
X_PROGNM.TOS file. 

15. Point the mouse pointer at the file 
X_PROGNM.TOS, click and hold the left 
mouse button and drag the icon to the waste- 
bin on the Desktop. When the wastebin is 



highlighted, release the mouse button. 

16. You will be prompted that you are 
about to delete one file. Click on OK to con- 
firm that this is correct. 

17. The disk in the drive now contains the 
unarchived files. Depending on the programs ' 
concerned, you may be able to run them 
now, or further files may have to be de- 
archived first. Consult the instructions on the 
disk pages for the program in question. 



SIDE TWO 
SERVICE 

If you own a single-sided drive, 
and you're dying to get your hands 
on the goodies on side two of the 
CoverDisk, don't depair! Just send 
a cheque or postal order for £1 .50 
to Atari ST User Disk Offer, 
Europa House, Adlington Park, 
Macclesfield SK10 4NP. We'll put 
the programs from side two onto 
a single sided disk and send it out 
to you. It's that simple! 
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ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT & DELIVERY • 



Evesham Micros 



• ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT & DELIVERY • 
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PRICES INCLUDE DELIVERY 
AND VAT @ 17.5% 

Express Courier Delivery (UK Mainland Only) £6.50 Extra 



BUY WITH CONFIDENCE from one of the longest 
established companies in their field, with a 
reputation for good service and prices. We have 
invested heavily in a computer system to enable 
our Telesales staff to provide up-to-the-minute 
stock information, coupled with highly efficient 
order processing. Our fully equipped Workshop 
enables us to carry out almost any repair on our 
premises. We feel sure that you won't be 
disappointed if you choose Evesham Micros. 



HOW TO ORDER 



0386 765500 

Lines open Monday -Saturday, 
9.00am - 5.30pm 



Send Cheque, Postal Order or 
ACCESS/VISA card details to : 



Evesham Micros Ltd 

Unit 9, St Richards Rd. 

Evesham, Worcs 

WR1 1 6XJ 







ACCESS /VISA 
Cards Welcome 




JS 



Government, Education & PLC orders welcome 

Same day despatch whenever possible 

Express Courier delivery £6.50 extra 

Please note that 5 working days must be allowed 

for personal cheque clearance. 

I Mail Order Fax: 0386-765354 I 
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RETAIL SHOWROOMS 



All our Showroom outlets hold lafge stocks of most items and also 

supply from a far wider product range than advertised. Please do 

not hesitate to ring any of our showrooms and discuss your 

requirements with a member of our highly trained staff. 

f Unit 9 St Richards Road, Evesham ' 
Worcestershire WR11 6XJ 

"S 0386 765 180 

fax : 0386 765354 
Open Mon-Sat.. 9.00 - 5.30 



5 Glisson Rd, Cambridge CB1 2HA 
S 0223 323898 

fax : 0223 322883 

Open Mon-Fri. 9.30 • 6.00 

and Sat.. 9.00 -5.30 

Corporate Sates Dept. • IBM dealer 



r 



1 762 Pershore Road, Cotteridge 
Birmingham B30 3BH 

©021 458 4564 

fax 021 433 3825 
Open Mon-Sat., 9.00 - 5.30 



TECHNICAL SUPPORT 



■H 1 0386-40303 

Monday to Friday, 10.00 - 5.30 



12 MONTHS WARRANTY 
ON ALL PRODUCTS 

All details correct at time of press 
All goods subject to availability, E. & O.E. 



Please note: Prices that include On-Site Maintenance 
(On-Site Warranty) are UK Mainland Only. 



3'A" EXTERNAL FLOPPY DRIVES 



LOWEST EVER PRICE ! 

£54.95 

including VAT & delivery 



• Very quiet 

• Slimline design 

• Cooling Vents 

• Sleek, high quality metal casing 

• Suits any Atari ST 

• Quality Sony/Citizen Drive Mechanism 

• On / Off switch on rear of drive 

• Full 720K Formatted Capacity 

• Long reach connection cable 




INCLUDES ITS 

OWN EXTERNAL 

PLUG-IN PSU 

Beware of other makes of 

drive that take their power 

from the joystick port I 



Also available: 
5.25" External Drive 
40/80 Track Switchable 
Only £99.00 inc. VAT & delivery 



SOLDERLESS MEMORY UPGRADES FOR ST's 




Upgrade the memory of your ST quickly and easily 
with our new, fully software compatible RAM upgrade 
board. Designed for pre-STE machines, the unit 
accepts SIMMS slot-in memory modules, making 
RAM fitting simplicity itself. No electronics knowledge 
needed! Available with or without RAM modules. 
Allows upgrade in stages of 1Mb, 2 /2.5Mb and 4Mb, 
as and when necessary. Straightforward installation - 
full, comprehensive instructions provided. 



* Fits STF, STFM and MEGA 

series computers 
• Uses SIMMS RAM Modules for 

Effortless Upgradeability 
^ Probably the neatest ST RAM 

Upgrade available! 



RAM Upgrade with board unpopulated .... £ 44.95 

RAM Upgrade With 51 2K RAM Installed - 
upgrades a 520 to a total of 1 Mb RAM £ 74.95 

RAM Upgrade With 2Mb RAM Installed - 
upgrades a 520/1 040/Mega1 to 2/2.5Mb.... £119.95 

RAM Upgrade With 4Mb RAM Installed - 
upgrades a 520/1 040/Mega ST to 4Mb £199.95 



MB. Due lo the large variance in design of the Atari ST, ihere is a small 
minority of boards i.i existence which may require a little soldering. 



PLUG-IN, SOLDERLESS RAM 

UPGRADES FOR MOST 
520/1040 ST COMPUTERS 




With our compact plug-in RAM 

Upgrades, you can expand the 

memory of your ST to as much 

as 2.5Mb, quickly and cheaply! 

2 versions allow upgrade to 1Mb. or 2/2. 5Mb • Compact design 

• Quick installation procedure • Simple, fast and effective 

RAM upgrade path • Designed to fit almost any 520 or 1040 ST 

model • Requires no soldering or technical know-how 

Please note: Not suitable for STE machines 



512K VERSION: 

UPGRADES 520 STs TO 

1MB RAM 

2MB VERSION : 

UPGRADES 52071040 STs 

T0 2/2.5MBRAM 



ONLY 



£49.95 



ONLY 



£99.00 



RAM & DRIVE ACCESSORIES 



520 STE 1Mb RAM upgrade (2x256k SIMMS) £ 30.00 

520/1040 STE 2Mb RAM upgrade (2x1 Mb SIMMS) ... £ 80.00 
520/1040 STE 4Mb RAM upgrade (4x1Mb SIMMS) ... £ 160.00 
520STFM 1Mb RAM Upgrade kit, requires soldering.. £ 49.00 

520STFM 1Mb RAM Upgrade, fitted by ourselves £ 79.00 

Mega ST2 4Mb RAM Upgrade, fitted by ourselves £ 149.00 

520STFM 1Mb Internal Drive upgrade kit. wrth full instructions. 

Requires very slight case modification £ 49 95 

Atari Megafile 30Mb Hard Disk £ 439.00 

Atari Megafile 60Mb Hard Disk £ 589.00 



PROFESSIONAL ST REPAIRS 



Our fully equipped service department is ready to 
handle almost any Atari ST repair. 

We can offer fixed price repairs on any ST computer Our price include 
return postage and covers any fautt occurring in normal use. including dnve 
problems We reserve the right to refuse any machine thai we consider to 
have been damaged other lhan in normal use eg substandard repair 
work, lightning and physical damage • these are quoted for separately 

ATARI ST FIXED RATE REPAIR £ 65.00 

If in doubt, please contact us on 0386-44644 1 

Atari ST Service Exchange on Power Supplies £ 35.00 

Atari ST Power Supply Module available separately for... £ 55.00 



LYNX Hand-held Games Console 



Only £109.99 



INCLUDES POWER SUPPLY AND 
GAMECARD OF YOUR CHOICE ! 



Electro Cop £21.95 

Slime World £21 95 

Klaxx £21.95 

Roadblasters £21 95 

Paperboy £21.95 

RygarWarrior £21.95 

Zalor Mercenary £21.95 

Ms Pacman £21.95 



Xenophobe £21.95 

Blue Lightning £21 .95 

Gales of Zendocon... £21 95 

Chips Challenge £21.95 

Shanghai £21.95 

Rampage £24.95 

Gaunllet 3 £24.95 
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ONLY £74.95 



TRUEMOUSE 




WE GUARANTEE that this Is the 

smoothest, most responsive and 

accurate replacement mouse you 

can buy (or the Atari ST. Excellent 

performance, amazing low price ! 



P^y gr SATISFACTION 



GUARANTEED 



GOLDEN IMAGE OPTICAL MOUSE 

ST/Amiga compatible - excellent travel & accuracy 
assured. NEW LOWER PRICE! £ 29.00 



TRACKBALL 




Excellenl new high performance trackball, directly 
compatible to any Amiga or Alan ST. Operates 
from Ihe mouse or joystick port. Super- 
smooth, accurate and versatile • you 
probably won't want to use a mouse again 
after using this Trackball ! Total one- 
handed control. Top quality construction 
and opto-mechanieal design, delivering 
high speed and accuracy every time. No 
driver software needed ! 



ONLY £29.95 



7Y-FI amplified stereo 

•^ ■ ■ ■ speakers 



REALISE THE TRUE SOUND 

POTENTIAL OF YOUR 

ATARI STE WITH THESE 

FULL RANGE, AMPLIFIED 

STEREO SPEAKERS ! 



ONLY £39.95 




GOLDEN IMAGE HANDY 
SCANNER & TOUCH-UP 




Outstanding quality, excellent value for money - this package 

includes a 100-dOOdpi scanner with dither options, plus the 

amazingly powerful TOUCH-UP software package which 

drives Ihe scanner directly. Scanner includes viewing 

window & backlight for accurate scans every time. 

Scan either line-art or grey images up to 400dpi. 

.^ Many image enhancement & special effects 

avaiiab'e from withsn Touch-Up. A sensible 

IllllP^^ . investment for Desktop Publishing work. 

NEW SUPER LOW PRICE! 



£145.00 



Certified 'FORMAT GOLD' 

Refer to the Jao.l99l issue of ST FORMAT 



PHILIPS 15" TV/MONITOR 




Wttti Its dedicated monitor Input, this model 

combines the advantages of a high quality medium 

resolution colour monitor with the convenience of 

remote control Teletext TV • at an excellent low price ! 

NEW Version features dark glass screen for improved 

contrast, plus full range 3-way speaker sound output . 



£269.00 lncludin9VAT 



delivery & cable 



Philips CM8833 Mk.ll (stereo sound) - latest model inc.cable .. E 239.00 

Atari SM124 Monochrome Hi-Res. Monitor £ 129.95 

Atari SC1224 Colour Medium Res. Monitor E 269.00 



VIDi-STwIthVIDI-Chrofne Video Digitiser Package, great value £ 99.95 

VIDI-Chfome colour separation VIDI accessory for B&W camera users.. £ 16.95 

VICH-RGB automatic colour separator VIDI add-on tor colour input £ 64.95 

PC-Speed Hardware PC emulator which fits neatly inside the ST. Please 

state either STFM or STE version when ordering E 99.95 

AT-Speed Hardware PC emulator (16MHz 80286} with DR-DOS v5.0 and socket 

tor maths co-processor. Supports VGA/EGA (with SM124) and EMS £ 229.95 

AT-Once 80286 based hardware emulator wtth support lor extended 

memory and hard disks £149.95 

Supercharger External V30 CPU-based multi-lasking PC emulator with 

1Mb RAM & MS-DOS 4. Plugs into DMA port. STE compatible £289.00 

Joystick / Mouse Ports Accessibility Adapter lor STF/STFWSTE £ 4.95 

Dust Covers - available for any ST £4.95 available for any MEGA... £9.95 




ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT & DELIVERY 



37 2 " DRIVE with LED 
Track Display 



High quality double-sided 3.5' floppy 
drive offering the full 
: 880K formatted capacity 
per 3.5" disk. Features a 
special LED display 
' which accurately shows the 
current track being accessed 
during any disk drive activity. 



Evesham Micros] 



• ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT & DELIVERY • 



ST FORMAT GOLD AWARDS 1 990 

ST Company of the Year 1990 • 2 to 1 Majority Winner 



HIGH SPEED, SUPERIOR QUALITY 
HARD DISKS FOR ST's 



Incorporating new technology NEC SCSI hard disk 
mechanisms, these units combine excellent 
performance with quality and high capacity. 



w Latest technology NEC SCSI Mechanisms with fast Access 

"-V Fully Autoparking Hard Disk 

"> Features ICD Hard Disk Interface and Software 

'■> Includes DMA Throughport and Cooling Fan 

'■< High quality compact grey metal casing 

'^ Extremely easy installation procedure 



40MB VERSION ONLY £325 
100MB VERSION ONLY £469 



PRICE INCLUDES CABLES S DEDICATED POWER SUPPLY WE STROHCL 1 RECOMMEND AGAINST USE OP HARD DISKS ON THE ST WITHOUT INDEPENDENT POWER SOURCE 





KICK OFF 

with 

GAZZA « 

GE2B3/ 




EVESHAM MICROS PRICE PROMISE - 

WE WILL BEAT ANY GENUINE ATARI ST 

PACKAGE OFFER ON A LIKE-FOR-LIKE BASIS 



ALL OUR ST prices include mouse, user guide, etc. PLUS 5 

Double Sided disks full of specially selected Public Domain 

software including paint program, two wordprocessors. games 

graphics & sound demos, desk accessories and utilities. 



520 STE DISCOVERY EXTRA PACK 



Specially featured package representing top 

value, including the Atari STE which features 

1Mb Drive, 512K RAM, full digital stereo sound, 

PLUS extra software including: 

'Dragon's Breath' • 'Super Cycle' 'Indiana 

Jones' 'Anarchy' 'Neochrome' 

'FlrST BASIC 'Atari ST Tour' 



£299.99 



inc.VAT & 
delivery 



ONLY £329.99 WITH 1MB RAM FITTED 
ONLY £369.99 WITH 2MB RAM FITTED 
ONLY £439.99 WITH 4MB RAM FITTED 



520 STFM 'DISCOVERY PACK' 



High quality, good value package based around the 520 STFM computer including 512K RAM, 1Mb 
Floppy Drive and built-in TV modulator. Also supplied is 



'STOS' Games Creator • 'Outrun' ft 'Carrier 

Command' • 'Bomb Jack' • 'Space Harrier' • 

'Neochrome'* 'FlrST BASIC 9 'Atari ST Tour' 

Plus 'Discovering your Atari ST Book 



£279.99 



inc.VAT & 
delivery 



£309.99 WITH 1MB RAM FITTED 



1040 STE 

'FAMILY 
CURRICULUM PACK' 



Special new pack features five 

categories of extra software, including : 

'Read & Learn' word recognition & 

sentence construction • Quizzes. 

Spelling & Primary Maths • GCSE 

Maths, French & Geography revision 

• Wordprocessor, Database & 

Spreadsheet (RRP over £100)9 Hyper 

Paint, Music Maker and FirST BASIC 



PQRQ QQ inc.VAT & 
tOQ%/.^C/ delivery 



£419.99 WITH 2MB RAM FITTED 



£499.99 WITH 4MB RAM FITTED 



ST SOFTWARE 



First Word Plus E 57.95 

Write On .. . £ 49.95 

Data Manager Professional E 29.95 

Cyber Paint 2 O E 37.50 

CyberStudio (CAD 2 0) ,., E 37.50 

Degas Elite E 21.00 

Deluxe Paint E 44.95 

Digita Home Accounts E 18.95 

Personal Finance Manager Pro E 32.95 

Timeworks DTP £ 69.95 

Tiger Cub £ 84.95 

Replay 8 E 63.95 

GFA BASIC 35 E 37.95 

GFA BASIC Compiler E 22.50 

HiSoft Devpac 2.23 E 44.95 

Lattice C 5.06 02 £ 115. OO 

Power BASIC E 29.95 

Atari Fastcom 2 £37.00 

Atari Archive E 22. OO 

Mini Office series, each £ 19.95 

Mavis Beacon Teaches Typing E 22.50 



NEODESK 3 Desktop £29.95 

Simply the best replacement desktop/Me 

management environment lor any ST. 

NeoCLI £ 24.95 



SPECIAL OFFER III 

We are offering a complete 

Wordprocessing / Desktop 

Publishing package complete 

with graphics import facilities. 

Available with any hardware 
purchase over £75.00. 

1 ST word plus & 

TIMEWORKS DTP 



PRINTERS 

I Ail models include cable 



EVESHAM MICROS 

SPECIAL OFFER I 

All STAR printers 

include 1 2 months 

On-Site Maintenance 



Star LC-10 ■ SPECIAL OFFER PRICE I £ 129.95 

Star LC 200 9-Pin Colour, 4 fonts. 180/45cps E 209.00 

Star LC 24-10 24-Pin, 4 fonts, 180/60cps £ 209.00 

Star LC 24-200 24-Pin. 5 fonts, 200/67cps £ 249.00 

Auto.Sheet Feeder for above - pts.state which £ 64.95 

Star XB24-10 inc. Colour Kit & Sheet Feeder £ 359.00 
Citizen Prodot-24 24-Pin COLOUR PRINTER . £ 269,00 

Atari SLM605 6 ppm. 300dpi (needs mm. 2Mb) £ B99.00 

Olivetti JP350 Superior 300 DPI mkjet £349.99 

Olivetti DM100S 20CV30 cps 9-pin, SPECIAL PRICE 

includes 12 months on-site maintenance £ 115.00 

Panasonic KXP1 123 24-Pin printer £ 215.00 
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Olivetti DM124C 

Professional 24 Pin COLOUR Printer 



j|| PROFESSIONAL QUALITY 
24-PIN COLOUR 
P%. PRINTING - AT AN 
AFFORDABLE PRICE ! 

Combines the advantages 




of advanced COLOUR output with the 

superior quality of Olivetti Professional 24-pin printing! 
200 cps output draft, 50 cps Letter Quality • 

7 Colour output: resolution 360 x 1 80dpi • Complete 
with cable and 12 MONTHS ON-SITE WARRANTY 
Olivetti DM124C Normal RRP: £ 389.95 inc.VAT 



\JNLY X,&D^7.UU Delivery & cable 



- Cut Sheet Feeder available for only £ 79. 95 - 



STAR LC10 SPECIAL OFFER 



BEST EVER SELLING 9-PIN PRINTER AVAILABLE 
AT AN EXCEPTIONALLY LOW PRICE! 

Providing unsurpassed paper handling, lour excellent 
NLO lonts and a respectable print speed of 144/36 
cps, the phenomenally su ccessful LC10 represents 
terrific value at this price. 

INCLUDES CONNECTION 
CABLE & 12 MONTHS 

ON-SITE MAINTENANCE 



(A 



ONLY 
£129.95 
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COMPUTER MATES LTD 



TEL: 0753 631101 (3 Lines) 
FAX: As Above 




CHEQUES/POSTAL ORDERS TO: 

PINEWOOD STUDIOS 

IVER HEATH 

BUCKS 

SLO OLJ 




FED UP WAITING? 

WE GUARANTEE 48 HOUR 
DELIVERY TO YOUR DOOR 
AT NO EXTRA COST!!! 



ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT & CARRIAGE 
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M-ao 

5'A" DSDD 



MITSUBISHI BRANDED 

THE THREE DIAMOND DISKETTES 

M-2HD 

5 1 /;' DSHD 



1 BOX £6.00 

2-5 BOXES £5.50 

6-10 BOXES £5.00 

11-20 BOXES £4.50 



1 BOX £8.95 

2-5 BOXES £8.15 

6-10 BOXES £7.60 

11-20 BOXES £6.85 



PROBABLY THE MOST RELIABLE DISKETTES ON THE MARKET. 
NO QUIBBLE REPLACEMENT. 100% ERROR FREE. MADE IN JAPAN 

MF-2HD 

3 1 / 2 " DSHD 2 MEG (1.44) 

1 BOX £8.65 1 BOX £15.75 

2-5 BOXES £8.15 

6-10 BOXES £7.10 

11-20 BOXES £6.30 



MF-2D0 

3W' DSDD 1 MEG 



2-5 BOXES £14.70 

6-10 BOXES £13.65 

11-20 BOXES £12.10 



FREE 5 1 A" 50 CAP BOX WITH EVERY 5 BOXES OF 5 1 /4 n BRANDED DISKS 
COMPUTER MATES - THE FIRST MAIL ORDER SUPPLIER OF MITSUBISHI BRANDED DISKETTES 



QUJCKSHOT JOYSTICKS 

SEGA/ATARI/MSWAMSTRAD/COMMODORE 

MAVERICK I ..£14.50 

FLIGHT GRIP £11.50 

PYTHON I £11.50 

STARFIGHTER I £35.00 

(REMOTE CONTROL/WIRELESS) 
ATARI/COMMODORE 

APACHE I (DIGITAL) £9.00 

TURBO II £11.50 

APPLE 2BC, IBM PC AT/XT ..£1 4.50 



MOUSE MATS £2.00 

CLEANERS £2.00 

MOUSE HOLDERS £2.00 

100CAP3 1 /2"&5V4" 

LOCKABLE BOXES £7.50 

50CAP3V 2 "&5 1 /4" 

LOCKABLE BOXES £6.50 

10 CAP 3 1 / 2 "&5 1 /4" £1.15 



3W MITSUBISHI BULK 

LIFETIME GUARANTEED 



3V2" DSDD 

50 DISKS £18.00 

100 DISKS £35.00 

200 DISKS £68.00 

500 DISKS £152.00 

1000 DISKS £295.00 



3V 2 " DSHD 

50 DISKS £32.00 

100 DISKS £63.00 

200 DISKS £125.00 

500 DISKS £295.00 

1000 DISKS £580.00 



INCLUDING LABELS 



sv*" BULK DISKS 

LIFETIME GUARANTEED, PACKED IN 25's INCLUDING LABELS 



48TPI 

25 DISKS £8.15 

50 DISKS £15.50 

75 DISKS £21.50 

100 DISKS £27.50 



96TPI 

25 DISKS £8.75 

50 DISKS £16.50 

75 DISKS £23.00 

100 DISKS £28.50 



HIGH DENSITY 

25 DISKS £13.50 

50 DISKS £25.50 

75 DISKS £37.50 

100 DISKS £46.00 



COLOURED DISKS 

3 1 / 2 " DSDD 720K 

RED, YELLOW, ORANGE, 

GREEN, WHITE 

10DISKS £4.50 

25 DISKS £10.75 

50 DISKS £21.00 

75 DISKS £30.75 

100 DISKS £40.00 

5V4" DSDD 48/96 TPI 
BLUE, RED, GREEN, 
YELLOW, ORANGE 

10DISKS £4.00 

25 DISKS £8.75 

50 DISKS £16.50 

75 DISKS £23.00 

100 DISKS £28.50 



BLUI BOX PRODUCTS 



ALL BLUE BOX PRODUCTS ARE COMPLETELY PACKAGED IN 
PRINTED CARDBOARD BOXES WITH LABELS. 100% GUARANTEED. 



KAMDI 2DO 

25 DSDD 3V 2 " IN 25 
CAP STORAGE BOX 

1 BOX 7.E14.00 

2+ £13.00 

5+ £11.00 

BAMBI-2HU 

25 DSHD 3V 2 " IN 25 
CAP STORAGE BOX 

1 BOX £21.00 

2+ £20.00 

5+ £18.50 



MF2DD 30% 

30 DSDD 3 1 / 2 " 

1 BOX £14.00 

2+ £13.00 

5+ £11.00 



MF 2HD 00% 

30 DSHD 3V 2 " 

1 BOX £21.00 

2+ £20.00 

5+ £18.50 



MF-2DD 10% 

10 3V 2 "DSDD 

1 BOX £6.00 

2+ £5.00 

5+ £4.50 



MF 2ND 10% 

10 3 1 / 2 "DSHD 

1 BOX £8.50 

2+ £8.00 

5+ £7.00 



M2D48TPI10S 

10 DSDD SV 

1 BOX £4.25 

2+ £3.75 

5+ £3.25 



M 2HD 10% 

10DSHD5V4" 

1 BOX £6.50 

2+.... £6.00 

5+ £5.00 



M-2DD96TP!10% 

10DSDD5 1 A" 

1 BOX £4.75 

2+ £4.25 

5+ £3.75 



DATA CARTRIDGES 

VERBATIM DATA LIFE 

DC2000 £17.80 

DC300XLP £17.80 

DC600A £19.60 

DC6150 £21.50 



Atari ST Public Domain Starter Sets 



10 Disks 
only £14.95 




Set1 
Set 2 
Set 3 
Set 4 



Prepared for 

COMPUTER MATES 

by Goodman Enterprises 

Voted Shareware service of the 
year by the readers of ST Format 

• Word Processor, Database, Spreadsheet, etc. 
■ Top Games including Chess, Draughts, Roulette, Poker etc. 

• Top Demos including Decade Demo, French Kiss etc, etc. 

• Essential Utilities including Fcopy3, Virus Killer etc. 

Send S.A.E. for free brochure for full details 



Sets 1 to 4 
Available Now 



rfr^ 



WE ALSO STOCK JOYSTICKS, TRACKERBALLS, 

PRINTER STANDS, COPYHOLDERS, VARIOUS 

CLEANING EQUIPMENT, KEYBOARD DRAWERS, DUST 

COVERS, MAILERS, LABELS, DATA SWITCHES, 

TRADE & BUSINESS ACCOUNTS WELCOME. 

PLEASE CALL 07S3 631101 FOR OUR 

CATALOGUE AND PRICE LIST 

ALL PRICES FULLY INCLUSIVE OF VAT 
AND CARRIAGE. 

mUGMTWN&L DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE 



prarTEST 




GAME NEWS 33 

Secret attack forces, Japanese 
revenge frenzies and a kid who 
plays in his pockets? All this plus 
anything else in the area. 

TRADE SECRETS 50 

We'll show you ours but only if you 
ask us nicely. Greta eats if we feel 
like it... 

PLAY TEST EXTRA-52 

The games that the postman just 
couldn't be bothered to carry up 
the stairs. 




Gallup 

Chart 

Top 20 



KEY 

NE = New Entry 
RE = Re-entry 
▲ = Up places 
y = Down places 



RANK 


TITLE 


PUBLISHER 


RRP 


1 


+10A 


LOMBARD RAC RALLY 


HIT SQUAD 


7.99 


2 


+ 19 A 


XENON 2 


MIRROR IMAGE 


9.99 


3 


+ 3 A 


NINJA RABBITS 


MICRO VALUE 


7.15 


4 


+1 A 


HERO QUEST 


GREMLIN GRAPHICS 


25.99 


5 


NE A 


3D POOL 


MIRROR IMAGE 


9.99 


6 


+ 7 


NORTH AND SOUTH 


DIGITAL INTEGRA. 


7.99 


7 


-4 ▼ 


LEMMINGS 


PSYGNOSIS 


25.55 


8 


+ 4 A 


ARMOUR-GEDDON 


PSYGNOSIS 


25.99 


9 


-2 ▼ 


LITTLE PUFF 


CODE MASTERS 


6.99 


10 


-6 V 


FANTASY WORLD DIZZY 


CODE MASTERS 


6.99 


11 


NE A 


WORLD CLASS LEADERBOARD 


KIXX 


7.99 


12 


NE A 


3D CONSTRUCTION KIT 


DOMARK 


39.99 


13 


NE A 


PRO TENNIS TOUR 2 


UBISOFT 


24.99 


14 


-uy 


GODS 


RENE./MINDSCAPE 


25.55 


15 


NE A 


KICK OFF - WINNING TACTICS 


ANCO 


12.99 


16 


NE A 


WAR ZONE 


CORE DESIGN 


20.99 


17 


- 9 T 


CALIFORNIA GAMES 


KIXX 


9.99 


18 


NE A 


LIFE AND DEATH 


MINDSCAPE 


25.53 


19 


-io y 


FINAL WHISTLE 


ANCO 


12.99 


20 


-18 ▼ 


STEVE DAVIS WORLD SNOOKER 


CDS 


9.99 
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Now from Microdeal, the first ever STEREO sound sampler for the ATARI ST range of 
computers. With the superb high quality reputation of ST-REPLAY, this completely new 
hardware cartridge contains DUAL Analogue to Digital and DUAL Digital to Analogue 
converters to ensure the ULTIMATE in 8 BIT sample quality. The system can record in high 
quality STEREO from its twin PHONO input sockets, taking sounds from any suitable STEREO 
equipment such as Portable Cassette or CD. players or from any other 'Auxiliary' or line 
level' source. The twin PHONO outputs provide the user of a standard ST, STF, STFM or 
MEGA computer, with high quality STEREO output. Users of the STE, MEGA STE and TT 
machines are not left out either ! The software will allow samples to be played out from 
the connectors at the rear. 

As you have come to expect from MICRODEAL and Audio Visual Research, the SOFTWARE 
provided with the system is also packed with new features. STEREO REPLAY does not just 
set the standards by which other samplers are measured, it has COMPLETELY re-defined 
them! 

The STEREO EDITOR program provides the user with the ultimate in power and 
sophistication, packed with features which appear for the first time on ANY home computer. 
This fully DESKTOP and WINDOW styled program allows individual samples to be loaded 
into the computer and edited separately. However, this is just the beginning. The program 
will allow the user to load in samples of 8, 12 or even 16 BIT resolutions in MONO or 
STEREO formats and freely convert between them. It is possible to take a cutting from a 
16 BIT MONO format sample and edit it into a STEREO 8 BIT sample without even realising 
that the two sample files were different, the program manages all of the sample translations 
quite automatically ! 

The ULTIMATE STEREO SOUND SAMPLER 

The STEREO EDITOR supports many useful editing functions including Mark, Hide, Cut, 
Paste, Insert, Delete, Clear, Fill, Overlay, Repeat, Gap, Reverse, Fade, Volume, Loop, Loop 
Join, Loop Cross Fade, Channel Swap, Channel Copy, Channel Cross Fade, Sample Pan, 
Sample, Pre-Sample, Play, Monitor, Scope Left or Right, Load and Save and more ! 

As if the list above was not impressive enough, the STEREO EDITOR can also perform more 
advanced forms of editing such as frequency 'Re-Sampling', Sample FOURIER analysis, Digital 
filtering, Digital Hall, Room, Echo, Reverb and Flanging effects, Play up to 10 different samples 
from an external MIDI keyboard or sequencer and MUCH, MUCH more. 

The 'STEREO BEAT' program can load KITS of up to 15 different samples into memory 
at once and then play 3 channel (LEFT, CENTRE and RIGHT) sounds out from the STEREO 
PORTS of the cartridge at the same time. Memory permitting, KIT samples can be up to 
1 MByte in length EACH, permitting the user to record sections of their favourite music and 
completely RE-MIX them using STEREO BEAT. Patterns of BEATS are arranged on a grid 
format PATTERN EDITOR and can be varied from 4 to 32 BEATS in length with timing 
set to 1/8, 1/16 or 1/32 with or without Triplets. SONGS are constructed from simple lists 
of PATTERNS with LOOPS and SONG POSITION JUMPS. A SONG can contain up to 99 
separate song entry steps whose tempo can be varied from 40 to 239 B.P.M. STEREO BEAT 
can act as EITHER a MIDI SLAVE or MIDI MASTER and can both generate or respond 
to MIDI START, STOP and SYNC commands. 

The STEREO REPLAY system is also supplied with routines and examples of code which 
enable the user to play 8 BIT MONO or STEREO samples recorded and edited with the 
system from Machine Language or from High level languages such as HISOFT, GFA and 
STOS BASIC. 

What more can you possibly need ? 
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STEREO REPLAY ORDER FORM 

STEREO REPLAY IS £89.95 POST & PACKING £1 (ALL PRICES INC V.A.T) 

BY POST: with Cheque • Postal Order • or Credit Card 




BY PHONE 

WITH 

CREDIT CARDS 




Name 

Address 

Postcode 

Credit Card Type Expiry Date 

Number 



(0726)68020 

^ ^ ™ I^MH I^IMB (SnS-n^J 

PLEASE ALLOW UP TO 28 DAYS FOR DELIVERY 
SEND TO: MICRODEAL, PO BOX 68, ST AUSTELL, CORNWALL. PL25 4YB 
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ROB O C O D 

Remember James Pond, the surprise hit of last year? Well, he's back 
in a new adventure. This time his missions are above water so he has 
to wear a special metal suit in order to survive. RoboCod, geddit? Oh 
never mind. 

Programmed, like the original, by Chris Sorrell, RoboCod has our 
hero at a polar research station trying to repair the damage done by 
some wicked person before the whole world starts to suffer. The 
game will be more of an exploration game than James Pond but will 
still be as good, if not better. Millennium say that it should be out later 
this year but release dates are a bit vague at the moment. 




Ocean have at 
last got around 
to releasing Navy 
Seals. The movie was 
delayed because of the 
Gulf War, and the fact 
that it failed badly in 
the States probably 
didn't help much either. 
Although I must admit, 
I saw it on Laser Disk 
the other night and I 
thought it was pretty 
good. 

In the game you control 
the team as they try to res- 
cue some American 
pilots, and locate some 
Stinger missiles and 
destroy them. The action 
comes thick and fast and, 
unlike some Ocean 
games, this one is quite 
playable. 

If things go to plan it 
should be out as you read 
this. Providing there isnt 
another war, of course. 





CHINTO'S REVENGE 

This Millennium release follows a young Japanese person who is out to 
get revenge for the murder of his family. It's viewed from above which 
gives rise to some very weird perspectives but also adds to the fun. 

Because Chinto's Revenge is still in development, the number of lev- 
els hasn't been decided yet. It will be released in the autumn so watch 
here for more details as the time approaches. 



Any fans of the Bitmap's 
game Cadaver will be 
glad to know that the 
original was way too 
easy, so now they have 
compiled some extra lev- 
els for you to complete. 
Now dont say that they 
don't look after you! Look 
for them now, costing 
£15.99. 




MAGIC POCKETS 



The Bitmap Brothers are back with a vengeance. 
Those shade-wearing poseurs of the software 
industry are planning a big release in the autumn 
with Magic Pockets. 

The Bitmap Kid (who else?) is the star of the 
game and he has been gifted with bottomless 
pockets. The problem with this is that a number of 
his favourite toys have fallen into the depths of 



these pockets and now he must travel to the Magic 
Pockets World (very imaginative these Bitmaps) to 
rescue them all. 

Magic Pockets has been used over the last few 
months on the kids' programme Motormouth. It's a 
multi-level arcade game with four levels of explo- 
ration and arcade adventure action. 

And make things even worse the music has 
been provided by Betty Boo. Anyway, look out for 
this one in the autumn. 



F-1 GP CIRCUITS 

The Italians are moving on to the ST 
scene in a big way. A company 
called Idea are responsible, in part, 
for this with several releases across 
the major formats, including F-1 GP 
Circuits for the ST. This one allows 
you to race across nine of the 
hottest courses ever to hit a comput- 

You race against 20 tough oppo- 
nents but can customise your car to 
handle anything they can throw at 
you. It should be available as you 
read this so hot-foot it down to your 
retailer and have a look. 
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OFTWARE CITY 

Unit 4, B.D.C, 21 Temple Street, Wolverhampton WV2 4AN Tel: 0902 25304 




ATARI ST SELLERS 











20000 LEAGUES UNDER THE SEA 


7.99 






ADVANCED FRUIT MACHINE SIM 


6.99 


ARKANOID-REVENCE OF DOH 


7.99 


























BRIAN CLOUCH'S fOOTBALL FORTUNES 9.99 








7.99 










































CHUCKIE EGG 1 OR 2 


9.99- 










CONTINENTAL CIRCUS 


7.99 


CORPORATION MISSION DISC 


9.99 






CURSE OF AZURE BONDS 


21.50 

17.50 


DAILY DOUBLE HORSE RACING 


9.99 












































ELITE SPECIAL OFFER 12 99 

ELVIRA 21. SO 
















21.50 






























7.99 


FLOOD SPECIAL OFFER 9.99 


FOOTBALL MANAGER 2 + EXP KIT 


9.99 




















































GOLDEN AXE 


17.50 


GOOFY'S RAILWAY EXPRESS 




















HITCHHIKERS GUIDE TO THE GALAXY 

HOSTAGES 


9.99 

7.99 






INDIANA JONES ADVENTURE ♦ HINT BOOK ..12.99 
INSPECTOR HECTI IN THE INTERCHANGE 6.99 
INTERNATIONAL 3-D TENNIS 7.99 


INTERNATIONAL KARATE+ 


7.99 






(AMES POND SPECIAL OFFER 9.99 






KENNY DALGDSH SOCCER MANAGER 


7.99 

7.99 


KICK OFF 2 


13.99 


KICK OFF 2 FINAL WHISTLE 

KICK OFF 2 WINNING TACTICS 


7.99 










LEATHER GODDESSES OF PHOBOS .... 


9.99 

7.99 










LEISURESUIT LARRY LOOK FOR LOVE 


31.99 






LEONARDO 


7.99 











LOMBARD R.A.C. RALLY 


7.99 














MEGA TRAVELLER 1 


21.50 












































NORTH AND SOUTH 


7.99 




7.99 














PACMANIA 


SPECIAL OFFER 6.99 






P. BEARDSLEY INT. FOOTBALL 7.99 






POPULOUS NEW WORLDS... 


6.99 
























4.99 


QUESTION OF SPORT 


6.99 


R-TYPE 


7.99 


RAINBOW ISLAND 

RAMB03 


7.99 










ROCK STAR ATE MY HAMSTER 4.99 










SECRET OF MONKEY ISLAND (1 MEG) 21.50 












7.99 


SHOOPEM UP CONSTRUCTION KIT 21 .50 

SIM CrTY AND POPULOUS 21 50 






SNOWSTRIKE 

SORCEROR 


SPECIAL OFFER 6.99 
NEW PRICE 9.99 




















9.99 


















































TEENAGE MUTANT HERO TURTLES NEW PRICE 9.99 


TETRIS 


13.99 






















TREASURE ISLAND DIZZY.... 


4.99 










TURF FORM/SYS 8 POOLS & RACING PREDICTOR 9.99 
TURRICAN SPECIAL OFFER 9.99 


U.M.S. 2 (1 MEG ONLY) 


21.S0 








VERMINATOR 


SPECIAL OFFER 3.99 


VIZ 


13.99 






WATERLOO 


NEW PRICE 9 99 










WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP BOXING MANAGER 1 3.99 




WRATH OF THE DEMON.... 


21.50 














ZAK MCKRACKEN ADVENTURE + HINT BOOK .9.99 
ZORK 1 OR 2 OR 3 9.99 



ST COMPILATIONS 



BARDS TALE 1 OR ? OR I ... 
CHAMPIONS Of KRYNN . 
C0DENAME ICEMAN 

COLONELS BEQUEST .. 
CONQUEST OF CAMEL0T 
CURSE OF AZURE BONDS 

DRAGONS Of f LAME 

DUNGEON MASTER 

HEROES 01 'HE LANCE 

HEROES QUEST 

HILLSFAR... 



INDIANA (ONES 1HI ADVENTURE 



MANHUNTCR IN SAN IRANUSCO 

MIGHT AND MAOC 2 

P0UCEQUEST2..„ __ 

POOL OF RADIANCE. 



SECRETOF THE SILVER BLAOfS 

SWCE QUEST I OR? OR I 

ULTIMA 5 OS 6 



HINT BOOKS 



SIERRA VALUE PACK 1 £24.99 

COLONELS BEQUEST, KINGS QUEST 1 & 
HOYLES BOOK OF GAMES 1 



SIERRA VALUE PACK 2 £24.99 

SPACE QUEST 3, LEISURESUIT LARRY 3 Si 
HOYLES BOOK OF GAMES 2 



PLATINUM £21.50 

STRIDER, BLACK TIGER, FORGOTTEN WORLDS 
& GHOULS AND GHOSTS 



VIRTUAL REALITY VOL.1 £21.50 

MIDWINTER, CARRIER COMMAND, STUNT 

CAR RACER, STARGUDER2, 

INTERNATIONAL SOCCER CHALLENGE 



SOCCER MANIA £17.50 

FOOTBALL MANAGER 2, MICR0PR0SE SOCCER, 

FOOTBALL MANAGER WORLD CUP EDITION k 

GAZZA'S SUPER SOCCER 



THRHLTIME PLATINUM VOL 2 £17.50 

BUGGY BOY, B0MB|ACK, SPACE HARRIER, LIVE 

AND LET DIE, THUNDERCATS, BEYOND THE 

ICE PALACE AND BATTLESHIPS 



THE WINNING TEAM £21.50 

A.P.B., KLAX, VINDICATORS, CYBERBALL & 
ESCAPE-PLANET OF THE ROBOT MONSTERS 



3.5" 40 PIECE DISC BOX... 
3.5" 80 PIECE DISC BOX.... 
3.5" 120 PIECE DISK BOX.. 



..£6.99 

...£7.99 
..£9.99 



ROAD WAR £21.50 

ROADWAR 2000, ROADWAR EUROPA & 
WARGAME CONSTRUQION KIT 



SEGA MASTER MIX £21.50 

SUPERWONDERBOY, DYNAMITE DUX, 
CRACKDOWN, TURBO OUTRUN & ENDURO RACER 



SPORTING WINNERS £17.50 

DAILY DOUBLE HORSE RACING, STEVE DAVIS SNOOKER 
& BRIAN CLOUGH'S FOOTBALL FORTUNES 



FINALE £17.50 

PAPERBOY, GHOSTS AND GOBLINS, 
OVERLANDER & SPACE HARRIER 



PREMIER COLLECTION £17.50 

FUMBO'S QUEST, LAST NINjA, TUSKER k INT. KARATE + 



FIST OF FURY £21.50 

DOUBLE DRAGON 2, NIN|A WARRIORS, 
SHINOBI & DYNAMITE DUX 



HOLLYWOOD COLLECTION £21.50 

ROBOCOP, GHOSTBUSTERS 2, BATMAN THE 
MOVIE jj INDIANA |ONES LAST CRUSADE 



COIN OP HITS 2 £21.50 

DYNASTY WARS, NINJA SPIRIT, VIGILANTE, 
HAMMERFIST & GHOULS AND GHOSTS 



CLASSIC 4 (RENAISSANCE) £7.99 

INVADERS, ASTEROIDS, GALAXION & CENTIPEDE 



POWER UP £21.50 

RAINBOW ISLANDS, TURRICAN, CHASE Ha 
X-OUT St ALTERED BEAST 



SPORTING GOLD £21.50 

CALIFORNIA GAMES, THE GAMES WINTER k SUMMER ED. 



15" DOUBLE SIDED, DOUBLE DENSITY, WITH LABELS. 

1 _.i0.59 

10 15.50 

25 112.50 



MOUSE MATS 

ST SAC EXTENSION LEADS 
SQUIK MOUSE 



...i2.99 
....15.99 
.114.99 



ORDER FORM AND INFORMATION 

All orders sent FIRST CLASS subject to availability. Just fill in the coupon and send it 
to:- Software City, Unit 4, B.D.C. 21 Temple Street, Wolverhampton, VW2 4AN 
------- ORDER FORM (Block Capitals) ------ 



Name..... 
Address . 



Postcode Tel no.. 



Name of game 



computer 



postage 



TOTAL 



value 



POSTAGE RATES - Please add 50p for post & packaging on all orders under £5. 
EEC countries add £1 per item. Non EEC countries add £2 per item. 

PAYING BY CHEQUE - Cheques payable to Software City FC^ 

Card Type Expiry Date 



Signature.. 



EUROPEAN ORDERS 
MASTERCARD 
EUROCARD ACCEPTED 

STU9 



Atari ST User September 1991 



iiiWt I VVI 



hilbYW iillbYi 



.*i*Sffllfc 






fRCMtff 0R5 1% 



^$& 



ir .1 



1AA 



m 



/e an 
fable, with 

mg 
is of a 
ality 
ould 
& a good 
ntroduction to 
fyof 



! 






/iM 



8 



w. 



lM m 



JWfHMffifAll 

»r for an 



About eight months ago 
two people must have 
had exactly the same 
idea. Core Design got 
theirs out first with Chuck Rock, 
and now French developers Titus 
are to follow with Prehistorik, a tale 
of one Stone Age man and his 
hunger. 

Both these games feature a 
caveman with a mission and both 
have cartoon-style graphics. Of 
course, there is absolutely no way 
I would suggest anybody was try- 
ing to rip anyone off here, but 
Titus may well have missed the 
boat by releasing theirs second. 
Prehistorik is 






levels of heavy dinosaur bashing. 
To get his food Prehistorik 
must first spot his victim, say a 
dinosaur or monkey wandering 
aimlessly about. He then sneaks 
up behind it and clubs it several 
times and while the poor thing 



UkJ- Str ^& .til 



in the hope of collecting some of 
the food that he missed. 

Obviously this is dangerous, 
which is where the energy bar 
comes in. Every time Prehistorik 
takes a hit at any point in the 
game he loses 
one of the 



KCH'SfOR» 



TITUS £20.99 



a caveman, fetchingly dressed in 
a leopard-skin tunic - like every 
good caveman should be. 

However, he has a problem; he 
is getting hungry, very hungry. So 
he'll have to pack up his club, pull 
on his sports leotard - for extra 
support - and wander through six 



lies dazed, head spinning and 
cross-eyed he jumps on it and 
eats it before it has a chance to 
recover. 

The food he eats earns him a 
points bonus, but more impor- 
tantly, it goes some way towards 
filling his food meter. This food 
meter is crucial - if it is not full by 
the time Prehistorik reaches the 
end of the level he will not be 
allowed to continue. He will be 
forced to return through the level 



This is one of your 

basic food groups - 

Dinosaur Reddus. 

You will find them 

quite often 
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Prehistorik has just 
taken a hit so to give 
him a chance to 
recover, his Red Indian 
protector (don't ask) 
gives him a shield for a 
few moments 



16 units in the energy bar. These 
hits can be from anything that 
moves and also from parts of the 
landscape that are considered 
dangerous to be around, like 
spikes and big rocks. 

Anyway, having found his food 
he then proceeds in this charm- 
ingly carnivorous manner through 
the levels, pausing only to ponder 
a way past obstacles in true plat- 
form-game style. 

So he clubs, he eats, he beats 
obstacles, anything else? Well, 
yes, the game utilises that old 
chestnut, flick-screen scrolling. 
This is where only one part of the 
level can be seen at any one 
time, then when the player moves 
beyond that area the game flicks 
to the next screen. 

Before you moan at Titus for 
being old fashioned, it actually 
works quite well. You can treat 
each screen as its own set of 
hazards and puzzles, and it's 
easier to concentrate because 
you know full well that no one is 
going to creep up on you from off 
the screen. 

But then again, this does not 
put it into Gods territory and I get 
the feeling that it's aimed at a 
younger market in the same way 
that Titus' Duck Tales was earlier 
this year. Still, for the younger 
player it's worth a try. 

Julian Boardman 
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FLAMES OF FREEDOM 



rhe original was hailed 
by some as the 
"strategy game of the 
decade". Midwinter 
was indeed worthy of high 
praise when it appeared in 
the spring of 1990. But to 
make such a rash com- 
ment, when 97 per cent of 
that decade was still left 
to run, was very foolish. 
It's fitting though that the 
game to prove that state- 
ment wrong is Flames Of 
Freedom. 

Sixty years have passed 
since you attempted the 
defence of the original Mid- 
winter Isle, however noth- 
ing you or anyone else 
could do can protect the 
Isle from the environment. 
Global warming has 



RAINBIRD 
£29.99 



caused sea levels to rise, 
putting your home under 1 
feet of water. You and the 
rest of the population of 
the Isle have fled to the 
friendly island of Agora, the 
largest and most westerly 
of a 42 island archipelago 
off the coast of Western 
Africa. The headquarters of 
the 

Atlantic Federation are on 
this island, a friendly 
organisation who are keen 
to welcome you and your 
people as allies. 

There is one small prob- 
lem though, the Saharan 



Empire, a malevolent dicta- 
torship, has control of vary- 
ing degrees of the other 41 
islands in the archipelago. 

The intelligence reports, 
though sketchy, indicate 
that an invasion of Agora is 
imminent with the inten- 
tion of destroying the 
Atlantic Federation - a 
major thorn in the Saharan 
Empire's side. 

The invasion is going to 
happen, there is nothing 
you can do about that, but 
what you can do is to make 
life as difficult for the 
Saharans as you can as 
they make their way from 
the mainland across the 
islands 
and 
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These are the 
eight 
4 categories that 

describe your 
EAMHC psyche. This 
client chap has 

completed the 
. impossible, 
1 being excellent 
ceptioh I in every regard 
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This corridor takes you into 
every aspect of the game: 
training, character generation 
and mission selection 



The map of the archipelago 

gives details of the supply 

routes between the islands 

and the level of difficulty for 

each one. One way to take a 

really difficult island is to 

take the easier ones around it 

and cut it off 



An example of some of the 
narrative artwork. In this case 
you've just been captured 

finally to Agora. As the Fed- 
eration's best agent you 
have been chosen to target 
certain allies, link up with 
supposedly friendly con- 
tacts and carry out espi- 
onage and terrorism. 

The idea is to assassi- 
nate the right people and 
knock out the right installa- 
tions so that the island 
becomes yours. If you cap- 
ture the right islands their 
journey will become 
extremely tortuous, and 
their invasion force will be 
easily halted. Capture the 
wrong ones and they will 
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The view from the jeep.. 
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..the bi-plane.. 



just sweep through and 
step on your head when 
they get to Agora. 

All this action takes 
place in a 3D environment 
based on ray traced vec- 
tors that is some 3 million 
cubic miles in size, and the 
graphics are probably the 
most impressive you've yet 
seen on your ST. Should 
you happen to wander 
down to the sea you will 
notice how the random 
nature of waves and their 
undulation have been cap- 
tured quite brilliantly. 

Since you have 3 million 
cubic miles in which to act, 
you can take advantage of 
various methods of getting 
around: you can fly or sail, 
and the really good bit is 
that you can use a sub- 
mersible to explore the sea 



bed. All this just goes to 
show how far the gameplay 
has come since the original 
- there are now 22 modes 
of transport. 

Each mode offers a differ- 
ent view but the status bar 
remains the same at all 
times to save confusion. 
Details are given 
here of speed, direc- 
ri tion, time, your 
energy level and the 
1 remaining time. 

Each vehicle has its 
own advantages and 
drawbacks that can 
only be discovered 
I by using it in the 
1 field. 

Also improved 

; since the original is 
the control system. 
Now players control only 
one character which they 
will have created them- 
selves. After select- 
ing the sex and the 
facial characteris- 
tics - if you've ever 
fancied a beard 
here's your chance - 
you then move on to 
the five physical 
attributes of endur- 
ance recuperation, 
stamina, sturdiness, ' 
and reflexes. All five 
are interlinked and 
are measured in four 
steps. 

From there it is on to 
your psyche which is made 
up of eight characteristics: 
charm, threats, deception, 
bribery, reason, pleading, 
sex appeal and authority. 
Again, all these are inter- 
linked which means that in 
both sections no single per- 
son can ever be perfect. 

Creating a character will 
always be a trade-off, a 
compromise, because as 
one attribute is raised, 
another one or maybe two 
will drop. It is a great bal- 
ancing act. 
These attributes are very 





important during play a 
there is a large amount of 
interaction with many of 
the 4,000 separate com- 
puter controlled characters 
in the game. For example, 
if you have been captured 
and jailed you would look 
to your character and 
decide what plan of action 
to take. If you have high 
sex appeal you might try to 
seduce your way out, but if 
you are physically strong 
you may try to fight. The 
game is full of these deci- 
sions as you make your 
way through what could be 
a massive campaign to 
save the Atlantic Federa- 
tion. 

The level of gameplay is 
naturally very high - there 
is so much to explore and 
so many separate missions 
to take on which build into 





..and on foot 



a strategy. You choose the 
island but each island has 
its own objectives and its 
own level of difficulty. 

But if you don't fancy the 
idea of a campaign of 50 or 
so hours in real time you 
can go into training to hone 
certain skills. This i; 
almost an arcade section 
as the gameplay is very 
action orientated, but it 
takes away the pressure of 
forming a strategy. 

The graphics are remark- 
able, not only in the moving 
sections of the game, but 
the static artwork for the 
command screens is 
superb. The sound doesn't 
hold back either, with a dif- 
ferent sound for each vehi- 
cle and beeps and clicks in 
all the right places - it is 
informative and entertain; 
ing but never obtrusive. 

Midwinter II: Flame 
Freedom is a highl 
ished piece >"* 
that offers 
amount of game 
levels and des 
accolade it get 
Jul" 



Even when 
inside a tank 
you will 
notice that 
the status bar 
remains 
identical 
while the 
exterior vit 
changes v 
the vehicl 
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ife on earth, as David 
Attenborough might say, is 
not what it was. Not that he 
would say it because he'll 
have been dead 300 years, but 
it's the thought that counts. 

The earth of the 23rd century is 
in big trouble. Two hundred years 
of continual bombardment by 
aliens from the planet Mozone 
have taken their toll on the earth's 
defences: the shield is close to 
breakdown and the whole planet 
will soon follow if it is destroyed. 

So the world's top scientists 
have gathered together to dis- 
cuss their theories on the proba- 
bility of life being able to exist in a 
manner they would recognise 
beyond the far reaches of the 
known universe. The time scale 
is, well, short and a preliminary 
scouting party has already been 



FRENETIC 

CORE DESIGN £20.99 
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This guy may look forboding but 
don't be fooled, a few well-placed 
shots and he's a gonner 

sent to penetrate the Mozone 
defences and travel to the very 
limits of mapped space. From 
there only one, possibly two 
ships, will go on which you and 
an unfortunate friend have the 
dubious honour of piloting. 

Your task is fairly straightfor- 
ward. Just clear a path for the 
earth's mother ship to bring the 
remaining intelligent life to what 
should be a safe, inhabitable 
planet. Quite how simple it will be 
in execution remains to be seen. 

What all this gives you is your 
standard vertically scrolling 
shoot-'em-up fare from the chaps 
who programmed Rick Danger- 
ous and the original Switchblade. 



While it might be a tad short on 
storyline, it certainly isn't short on 
weapons. 

Your humble ship can be 
transformed into a heavily 
armoured fighting machine that 
could easily be capable of geno- 
cide by the addition of four out of 
a possible seven weapons. On 
top of that, each of the four 
weapons can be powered up 
three times to make it bristle with 
energy, itching to let all that fire- 
power loose. 

This mission to certain 
death that you have been 
volunteered for takes 
place over eight stages, 
each featuring a remark- 
ably big and very hard 
end-of-level robot/killing 
machine/brown trousers 
time-type thingy that will 
do its best to prevent you 
from getting to the next 
stage. The eight different 
levels each have a 
graphical style of their 
own but if you get a chance to 
notice much beyond the first 
level's scenery then you're more 
of a man than me. 

Two player action is where the 
fun really lies. A huge amount of 
firepower on a cramped screen 
with two ships fighting for space 
and the power-ups - not to men- 
tion their lives - makes for some 
serious problems, but nothing 



These little things are 

very annoying. You 

can hardly see them 

but they spray out 

shots with 

monotonous 

regularity, and take a 

ridiculous number of 

hits to kill 
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Major hazards on the first level 
include flaming meteorites. One 
shot's enough but have you got 
time to fire? 

you can't handle. A one player 
game can be a bit duff in the 
early levels although it does soon 
start to pick up. 

The different graphic styles 
make them look more interesting 
than some but the graphics won't 
win any awards. The sound how- 
ever might do a little bit better. 
Some good tunes and sharp 
effects come flying at you from 
the monitor. 

The problem I find is that the 
huge power-ups and bonuses 
are trying to cover up the fact that 
the gameplay is a little lacking, 
some of the levels are too long 
and the alien attack patterns soon 
become predictable. Good fun 
for a short while but not earth- 
shattering. Still, I guess they've 
got something flash up their 
sleeves for Christmas. 

Julian Boardman 
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The end-of-level 
guardians take many 
forms but this guy 
insists that you 
undress him before 
you shoot. Each of the 
four moon quarters 
that guard him must 
be destroyed before 
the central robot can 
be taken out 
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Data Pulsed 



Quantum Mechanics 

The cached Quantum Mechanisms used in the Data- 
Pulse range of Hard Drives are made to very high 
American Military standard and are covered by a 2 
year manufacturers warranty (from date of 
manufacture). They are all 3.5" mechanisms with a 
height of just 1 inch and integrated SCSI controllers. 
They have an average access time of 11ms utilising a 
64K look ahead disk cache. 

All Mechanisms used are Autoparking reducing the 
risk of damage during transit They are also very low 
power which means they can operate without the 
need fora fan, thus reducing noise 



Data Pulse Hard Drives 

The Data Pulse range of drives come in a variety of 
capacities and include the following. 

W) Full Metal case providing good shielding 
and can be used as a monitor stand 

<p) On/Off switch and DMA device selector 
mounted on front 
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j$) Integral PSU 

|p DMA Out for Daisy chaining. 

tifi) Space for second mechanism internally 

A Choice of controller boards (prices differ): 
^ GE-Soft board or ICD boardfwith dockl 
Both boards have a data transfer rate h excess of 
1Mb per second Bom come with formatting and 
partitioning software. 

(ffi) AH drives come with a range of PD utiities 
and Turtle Backup software, plus demo's of 
Midistudio and Midistudio Master 

52Mb 11ms (GE-Soft) £ 409.99 
52Mb 11ms (ICD+clock) £ 429.99 
105Mb 11ms (GE-Soft) £ 519.99 
105Mb 11ms (ICD+clock) £ 539.99 

All prices include VAT & Delivery. Dealer enquiries 
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NEO Desk 3 Special Offer 



Due to the popularity of our hard drives 

and bulk purchasing power. We can now 

offer NEO Desk 3. the replacement 

desktop which was voted "Software utility 

of the year" for 1990 by ST Format 

readers, to buyers of our hard drives for 

just an extra £24.99. We can also offer 

this perfect hard drive companion to all existing 

Ladbroke Computing Hard Drive owners (Phone for 

details! 

"Neodesk 3 is truly invaluable for the ST owner" 

-ST Format- 
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Aries Memory Upgrades 



Ladbroke Computing have been active in the field of 
ST Memory upgrades for a number of years and 
can offer upgrade advice and solutions for the entire 
range of STs. In that time our engineers have gained 
experience in the field and have used that 
experience to research and develop our own range 
of upgrade boards. 

We have recently developed our own 2/4Mb 
upgrade board using an in house designed, Multi 
layer circuit board which measures just 52mm x 
62mm smaller than a credt card. We have achieved 
this miniturisation by utilising 4 Megabit memory chip 
technology. The result of this reduction in size is a 
reduction in cost and more reliable operation, due to 
the fact that the board resides under the STs 
shieicing protecting it from interference and reducing 
Electromagnetic emissions 

The board is manufactured in the UK and hand 
assembled in our workshops by skilled technicians. 
The boards are then thoroughly tested before 
despatch. 

The board comes in two configurations. 2Mb 
(upgradeabte at a later date to 4Mb) and 4Mb. 

The boards require some soldering but are very 
easy to fit and come complete with full instructions 
to fit ANY ST including Mega'stexcept STE's which 
use SMM boards! If your shifter chip is not 
socketed, you will have to desolder it and install a 



socket which is suppled. 

To check your board has been installed correctly we 
supply you with a disk which has a memory check 
program If for any reason your upgrade should 
refuse to work we have skilled technicians on hand 
to offer technical support 

Aries Upgrades (Anv ST(F)(M» 
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512K Upgrade Board 
2/2.5Mb Upgrade Board 
4Mb Upgrade Board 



£39.99 
£99.99 
£169.99 
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Ox skiled technicians can install the above upgrade boards 
for £20 inducing VAT and return defvery 

4 or 16 chip STF(M) only £39.99 

Aries Upgrades STE 
512K SIMM's upgrade £24.99 

2Mb SIMM's upgrade £79.99 

4Mb Simm's upgrade £159.99 

Al the above prices include VAT. Defvery is free en orders 
over £TX). Please check configuration of your machine with 
our staff before ordering chip or StfwMs upgrades. 

Dealer Enquiries 
Welcome. 
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New 2Mb / 4Mb 

Upgrade board for 

Any ST. 

(Shown actual size) 
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ACT I VISION £25.99 



Try to imagine the feeling of 
terror as you find that your 
metropolis has been 
invaded by hordes of disin- 
tegrating zombies. Feel the pain 



flfifl. 




The subway system may be looking a little 
quiet at the moment, but give it a few seconds 
and it will be packed out with more putrid flesh 
than you would ever care to see 



of having your arm ripped off, 
smell the horrendous stench their 
rotting, putrid flesh gives off. 
Nice, huh? 

Activision, who have them- 
selves recently staged a "return 
from the grave", have brought us 
what could be loosely described 
as a gruesome shoot-'em-up. An 
unnamed city has been over- 
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That shocked look on their faces is nothing 
compared to the one on yours. The grenade 
and the bullets in the foreground are pick ups. 
Shoot them to add to your ammo. 



taken by these undead beings, 
otherwise known as Zombies, 
who seem determined to air their 
grievances. Their union has been 
a little slow to win them a fair 
wage but their campaign slogan 
"Have a heart: our death is tear- 
ing us apart" has won them few 
friends around town. 

The problem is that their work 
is seen as, well, anti-social. No 



one chooses to be a zombie, 
and frankly who would choose a 
job that involved your flesh falling 
off and smelling terrible? But they 
feel that pay should be improved 
because it's difficult to 
make ends meet and 
they want better 
accommodation. 

They feel that hang- 
ing around with a load 
of deadbeats in a dirty 
graveyard just isn't 
good enough. The 
social life stinks, and 
when they stopped 
putting flowers on the 
graves, well, that was 
the last straw. 

So they went on 
strike, but that didn't 
work because no one could quite 
understand why having decaying 
humans wandering around town 
was an essential public service. 
They were obviously upset and 
the mood was right for a radical 
to come in and stir them up to 
revolution. And stir them up he 
did. This is where you come in. 
As the highly trained ex-SAS man 
that you are, the local 
government sees you 
as the ideal candidate 
to take a one-man Uzi 
roadshow out of retire- 
ment, and go and 
wipe out these evil re- 
animations who are 
hell-bent on revolu- 
tion. 

Quite why they 
want a guy who used 
to be a steward on the 
Scandinavian airline is 
beyond you, but hey, 
the money's good, life 
has been a little dull 
lately, and ever since your wife 
left with the dog what have you 
got to live for anyway? Might as 
well go out in style. 

And so it begins, seven levels 
of trigger-happy blasting of the 
undead as you wander through 
the subways, streets and shop- 
ping malls of your home town. 
Action is seen from a first person 
perspective - very much like 




Operation Wolf, to which the 
game owes a huge a debt. 

You move your cross around 
the screen, firing when you feel it 
is necessary, in the hope of wip- 
ing out almost one million zom- 
bies. You must pick up ammo 
and medical supplies to restore 
the health that these zombies are 
determined to leech from you. 

End-of-level baddies have 
never been quite so gruesome as 



Enter Nane . 
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You're in a lift in a shopping mall 
and you're trapped. Some heavy 
blasting with the old Uzi should 
sort you out though 

the ones you'll find here - shape- 
changing and bloodthirsty are 
words probably best used to 
describe the nice ones. As for the 
others... 

Julian Boardman 
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The gruesome graphics really come 
into their own as one of the Zombies 
disintegrates after taking a severe 
hammering from an Uzi 
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September 14th 
for Atari/Amiga 




Magic Storybook makes creating stories and 
animating with sound fun by encouraging 
children to express their own creative ability. 
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There are 5 ready illusti 

Robin to the Rescue, The Angry Dragon, 

The Selfish Giant, Goldilocks and The Christmas Stoi 

with 200 animated characters, numerous 

backgrounds and a wide collection of sounds. 



Create Stories. 
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+ Watch and listen as 
stories come to life 
in front of you! 
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* Illustrate, Animate 




and add Sounds. 
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■# Magic Storybook grows 
with your child, stretching 
their imagination and 
creative powers. 




Soft Stuff Software, Freepost, Tonbridge, Kent TN9 2BR Phone: 081 207 1997 
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BATTER UP. And sterrrike, 
you're out of there!" Ah it 
takes me back to my days 
as a youth, thrashing the 
girls at rounders or Softball. This 
was too poncy for the Yanks of 
course, they had to make it big- 
ger, faster and better than it 
already was. Hence Baseball 
arrived Stateside, and they've 
never looked back since. 

There are a few basic differ- 
ences between baseball and 
rounders. Firstly, in baseball the 
ball is pitched at speeds of 
100mph plus, not the limp-wristed 
looping balls we get. The other 
changes are all in the technical 
side of the game so I won't bother 



to go into those - 
and besides, I 
don't really know 
what they are. 

Domark are 
claiming that RBI 
2 Baseball is the 
closest thing yet to 
simulating real baseball. 
Most of the real baseball rules 
apply here as well - and I should 
think so too. You can play against 
the computer, against a friend or 
even watch the computer do 
alone. You get to choose players 
from any team at the various con- 
ferences, then it's on to the game. 

If you start the game pitching 
you will have to choose which 



pitcher you want. Each 
pitcher has his stats displayed to 
enable you to make the sanest 
choice, but remember - use the 
same guy for too long and he'll 
get tired, allowing batters to hit 
balls all over the ground. 

Then you have to pitch at the 
batter trying either to make him 
swing and miss, or to hit the ball 




' , 




so that a catch can be made. Get 
three men out and it is the end of 
the innings. 

Then it's your turn to bat. Call 
up the batter you want and try to 
hit that ball out of the ground. If 
you manage to hit it at all, your 
man will run to first base. If you 
feel that you have hit the ball well 
enough, you can encourage him 
to run to the next base. If, how- 
ever, the fielder gets the ball to 
the base before the batter makes 
it, he is out. Just to add to the fun 
the fielders will sometimes make 
errors and fumble the ball. 

In two player mode you take 
part in a series of matches, trying 



to win the best of seven. In one 
player mode you can choose to 
play a seven game series against 
the computer or even play all the 
teams in your league. 

The controls are fairly standard 
for this sort of game but still take 
a little time to get used to. So get 
limbered up and ready for action 
as the baseball circus hits town. 

Baseball games aren't exactly 
a new concept - they are all basi- 
cally the same and RBI 2 doesn't 
stand out among the crowd. But 
saying that, there isn't much that 
is new and original these days so 
that doesn't hold it back at all. 

Fred Reagan 
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With a man on first base your star 
lines up to give it his best shot 




The fielders run around like headless chickens as the baff 
moves to the outfield and the batter takes off for first base 



There are one or two amusing little touches in RBI, 
like this "safe" screen, for instance 
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Billiards II are 
unexciting at 
best. II know I 
there isn't 
exactly a lot 
you can do with 
a few balls and 
a table top but 
there must be 
more than this. 
As for game- 
play, the 
controls take 

foo long to get 
•sed to. It's not 
he kind of 
thing you could 
invite a mate 
around for and 
dive into 
straight away - 
it takes 
bsolutely ages 
» get the hang 
f. Sorry Info- 
grames, better 
luck next time. 
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Table-top ball games like 
snooker and pool have 
always had mixed fortunes 
on computers. Many of 
them have been heralded as the 
nearest you could get to the real 
thing but most have crashed out 
of sight never to be heard of 
again. 

For some reason the spin of 
the ball and the effects of can- 
nons and stuff like that just don't 
seem to come off in a satisfactory 
way. And anyway, don't we see 
enough of that on TV as it is? 

Most of the country's TV watch- 
ers will no doubt be fed up to the 
back teeth with anything even 
remotely connected with knock- 
ing coloured balls against each 
other or into pockets. As soon as 
anything 



The oil painting - style intro 
screens give the game a feeling of 
class and sophistication 

pens on the green baize it seems 
it has to be shown as many times 
as possible. Boring or what? 

Well, now those wacky French 
coders Infogrames have decided 
to put it on to your monitor as well 
with their Billiards II Simulator. 
Alright, so it isn't exactly snooker 
but it's close enough. 

As soon as you load the game 
you're taken to the plush sur- 
roundings of an exclusive club to 
play - billiards, that is. You 



BILUARDS II 
SIMULATOR 



INFOGRAMES £25.99 





choose the style of game; French 
Billiards, American Billiards or 
Crazy Billiards which certainly 
lives up to its name. 

Now most people know the 
basics - it is probably the most 
boring table-top sport ever 
invented. But in the American Bil- 
liard section there is also an 
eight-ball pool game which is 
more likely to grab your 
fancy. 

If that still does nothing 
for you, then you'd better 
prepare yourself for the 
Crazy Billiards. This is 
played on an eight-sided 
table with a hole in the mid- 
dle. Some specialist rules 
apply which space dictates that 
I can't go into at 
the moment, but 
believe me it's a 
lot of fun. 

There are a 
whole host of 
options that put 
Billiards II into a 
class of its own. 
For a start, two 
players can com- 
pete in any game. 
Now you'd have 
thought that this 
was standard but 
it has been known for some 
games to omit a two player mode. 
If you can't find a friend to play 
against, you can always play 
against the computer, or just 
use it to train against to 
improve your game. 
The games can 
be viewed in 2D or 
3D and there are 
lots of options to 
help keep you 
interested during 



long and boring games. As you 
would imagine, you can do loads 
of tricks with the cue ball using 
spin and angles and stuff. If it's 
possible on a real table, it's pos- 
sible here. 

One of the major drawbacks to 
the game is the awkward con- 
trols. Whether Infogrames thought 
it would make the game more 
authentic is anybody's guess but 
they take a lot of the fun out of an 
already boring game. 

Maybe a full-fledged snooker 
game would have gone down 
better because to tell you the 
truth, I can't think of anyone who 
would want to buy a billiards 
game - snooker yes, but billiards, 
no way. Personally I'd be more 




Traditional American Pool played 
in pubs and clubs across the 
country. This game is certainly 
not going to change that 

incluned to go for 3D Pool, espe- 
cially now that it is on budget at 
only a tenner. 

Infogrames have done their 
best, but even they couldn't do 
much with the billiards idea. A no- 
go I'm afraid unless you're an 
ardent fan of the sport. 

Fred Reagan 
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Futuristic Billiards is more of 
hit-and-hope game than 
a development of the original 
skills required 
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Psygnosis games are 
renowned for their stun- 
ning graphics and sound, 
but they have been criti- 
cised for their lack of gameplay. 
Well, just lately Psygnosis 
seemed to be changing this. 

First Lemmings, the game that 
is fast turning into a phenomenon. 
It's nothing special graphically, 
has pretty good tunes and 
effects, but its gameplay is so 
addictive, it's scary. Think about it 
- trying to stop some cute little 
creatures from killing themselves 
had the whole country awestruck. 



ATOMINO 

PSYGNOSIS €25.99 



Well, let's see if their latest 
release looks like doing the same. 
Atomino, as you may have 
guessed by now, is not going to 
be a shoot-'em-up, it's not going 
to be an adventure. In fact, it's 
difficult to classify this game. The 




The red stuff 
seems to have 
gone a bit wild 
on this screen. 
Still, instead 
of going all the 
way around, 
you can turn a 
comer and join 
them up 



only thing that comes close is a 
puzzle game - one which follows 
closely in the footsteps of Atomix 
by Thalion. 

You have to make molecules 
out of atoms, which means mak- 
ing loads of small things into not 
so small things. On the right of 
the screen is a pit into which the 
atoms fall. 

These atoms consist of differ- 
ent colours and characteristics 
which are determined by how 
many links the atoms have - any- 
thing from one to four. When they 
have fallen into the pit it's up to 
you to decide where to place it in 
the main play grid. 

When a piece is placed, its 
links keep rotating around it until 
you place another atom near it. 
When you do, any adjacent links 
join up and when all the links 
have been joined in a long chain 
the molecule vanishes, leaving 
you with more space to work in. 
However, to get all the links 
joined you have to form a chain of 
atoms all around the grid. 

Each level has a different num- 
ber of molecules that need to be 
constructed before you can 
progress. 

There are two different game 
modes to try out. In the first you 
are given a task at the start of the 
level and won't be allowed to 
move on until you have com- 
pleted it and emptied the screen. 

These tasks could take the 
form of making X number of 
molecules out of Y number of 
atoms, completing a given pat- 
tern or making the atoms disap- 
pear. The other game mode is 
simply to keep constructing 
molecules out of the atoms which 
fall down the pit continuously until 
you run out of room. 

Atomino is fun, but only for a 
limited time. Although there are a 
lot of levels it just doesn't last very 
long. The graphics aren't all that 
hot and the sound is the same. 
The question is, do you want to 
pay £26 for a game that you will 
only play for a couple of days? 

Thad Beaumont 
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C/S GOLD £29.99 



ometime in the not 
too distant future the 
world is at war. But 
this time we are not 
talking about some limited 
20 minute engagement in a 
desert somewhere, this 
one involves the whole 
world. On one side are the 
Confederate Democratic 
Union of States, made up of 
the US, Europe and Aus- 
tralasia, on the other we 
have the Holy Alliance, reli- 
gious fanatics of the world 
united. 

The early stages of the 
war saw the majority of 
Europe being overrun by 
the Holy Alliance. Their 
numerical superiority com- 
bined with the problems 
that the Union policy-mak- 
ers had with command and 
control of their technologi- 



cally diverse systems 
meant that no coherent 
military initiatives could be 
implemented. Urgent steps 
were needed. A top secret 
research establishment in 
the Nevada Desert had the 
answer. 

Cybercon was born. A 
cybernetic artificial intelli- 
gence designed to, inter- 
face with the control sys- 
tems of the Confederate 
weaponry, in a manner 
never before compre- 
hended. 

This huge supercomputer 
organized the development 
and implementation of the 
Union defence and man- 
aged to keep the enemy at 
bay. At last the technical 
superiority of of the- Union 
could be exploited. 

But soon it became clear 
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These hovering robots are th 
thinnest layer of the com- 
'em and as 
are found only 
r parts 



that merely keeping the 
Alliance at bay would not 
be enough. They had at 
their disposal millions of 
highly motivated people 



willing to step into the 
front line and take tha 
place of the horn 
dead. 

The Union continued t< 
pour money into the project 
and Cybercon II eventually 
came on line. 

This version had the 
capability to wage an 
offensive attack on the 
Alliance and within three 
months it was clear that 
the outcome, of the war 
was not going to be 2-1 to 
the Alliance, although it 
took . another six years to 
quel! the last bastion of 
Alliance support. 



exterior. Don't be worried by the lack of arms, an electro- 
~ will pick up anythincfyou wa 
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great city in 
was vaporized 
unleashed 



it saw 
threat to 
world. 
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[it and Brain Stenj tffeelf, »' 
usly although it was in 
"he the highest defence 
state, Def Con 1 . 

It also became apparent 
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location, somewhere u 
underneath Mount Adam. 

You, you lucky devil, are 
the person who has to don 
an exo-skelton and pene- 
trate the inner reaches of 
the - defence complex, 
dodoing the patrolling 
rc^jB^Jeaping huge gaps 
anxr^^^HRng the odd 
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Very little is known 
about the interior of th™ 





protect you from heavy 
Jails. The weapon you have 
iOne only kind that stands 
ance of penetrating the 
aBiour of the patrolling 
rBots, but be careful not 
sho ot too eagerly 
just before de- 
|the robots will 
>ny component 
ay be useful 
iave gone. A 
mous I'm sure 
-. 

lese items can 

up and plugged 

own armour to 

. Most useful are 

iin packs that pro- 

ilrer for an almost 



infinite amount of time, and 
can be added to your suit 
to improve its operating 
efficiency and power. 

Once suited up you have 
no choice but to move into 
the complex to make the 
moves, choices and obser- 
vations that could be your 
very last. 

The 500 room comple 
designed by Ricardo Pint 
is presented in solid 3 
vectors, and the atmo- 
sphere of the place soon 
takes on that which the 
Death Star had when you 
when you were about 
seven. 

As you creep stealthily 
around the massive com- 
plex it becomes clear that 



is~is grjimjro be one long 

inie. Fortunately though, 
save your eyes, you will 

id there are the occa- 
sional Shut Down rooms 
that allow you to save the 
game. It is a small thing 
but it stays within the 
atmosphere of the game, 
as you don't have to quit 
out. 

Naturally the game will 
involve a lot of exploration 
and silent wandering 
about, interspersed with 
sudden bouts of action as 
you get creamed by six of 
the rolling robots that 
totally wipe you out. 

This amount of explo- 
ration may put some off, as 
will the apparent complex- 
ity of the control system 



of the sub-systems within 
the complex. 

It has been raved about 
by all and sundry and there 
is no denying that it is a 
well thought out and bril- 
liantly executed project, 
the 3D works superbly and 
along with the attention to 
detail and though that has 
gone into it, it deserves a 
good response. 

But I feel worried about 
the gameplay, as I said it 
will not appeal to those 
who are looking for a quick 
blast, so don't be drawn in 
by the overly flattering 
comments. 

It's a great game but only 
for those who won't mind 
the slow gameplay . 

Julian Boardman 
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within the suit. But once a ™ s is * he f' cial entrance to the 

complex that is about as heavily 

guarded as it could be -nothing 

could get past these guns. Lucky 

you know the secret entrance! 

adrenalin fanatics. 

There are huge possibili- 
ties within the game for .„, 
discovery and development 
of strategy. As you notice 
more things about the 
movement patterns of '■ V 
different robots you S' * ,■; 
will begin to develop £' „$ ' 
new tactics for jTy j 
avoidance and /** j' 
destruction. You /. / 
ill also begin 
o recognise the 
patterns of be- 
haviour of the 
complex itself. 

Some areas 
will not be 
accessible to 

til you 
und the 
rightj notes to use in 
you, j sonic key, the 
standard implement that ' 
all- 
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Silica presents some great 
offers on the award winning 
range of high quality dot 
matrix printers from Citizen. 
Each Citizen printer is built in 
the UK to exacting standards, 
ensuring superb reliability 
and a very high quality of 
output. Our confidence in the 
quality of Citizen printers is 
such that we are pleased to 
offer a unique two year 
guarantee with every printer. 
Plus, if you purchase your 
Citizen printer from us, we 
will give you a Silica Printer 
Starter Kit (worth £29.95), 
FREE OF CHARGE! 



FREE DELIVERY 

Next Day - Anywhere in the UK mainland 

FREE STARTER KIT 

Worth £29.95 - With every Citizen printer from Silica. 

FREE COLOUR KIT 

Worth £39.95 ■ With Swift 9 and Swiff 24 printers. 

2 YEAR 
WARRANTY 

Silica offer a 2 year warranty (including the printer head) 
with every Citizen printer purchased from Silica. 

WINDOWS 3.0 

Free Windows 3.0 driver - In the Silica Starter Kit. 

FREE HELPLINE 

Technical support helpline open during office hours. 

MADE IN THE UK 

Citizen printers are manufactured to high standards. 



CITIZEN 120D + 

The Citizen 120D+ is one of the UK's best selling 
printers. It has a stylish appearance and excellent 
features and performance for such an inexpensive 
printer. The 120D+ is available with either a serial 
or parallel interface and is an ideal first printer. 

• 9-pin Printhead 

• Print Speed 144cps Draft 

• 30cps NLQ 

• Epson & IBM Graphics Emulation 

• Pull Tractor & Bottom Feed 

• Superior Graphics - 240x216dpi 

• FREE Starter Kit 

RRP £233.83 

STARTER KIT ... . £29.95 

TOTAL RHP: £263.78 

SAVING: £112.20 

SILICA PRICE: £151.58 



£129 



+VAT = £151 .58 



CITIZEN 124D 

The award winning Citizen 124D brings high quali- 
ty 24-pin dot matrix printing within every computer 
users reach. It is the ideal choice where high quali- 
ty printing is required at a budget price. 

• 24-pin Impact Printer 

• Print Speed 144cps Draft 

• 2 LQ Fonts (48cps) 

• 8K Buffer 

• Epson, IBM & NEC P6+ Emulation 

• Advanced Paper Parking 

• Superior Graphics - 360x360dpi 

• FREE Starter Kit 

RRP £292.58 

STARTER KIT .. .. £29.95 

TOTAL RRP: £322.53 

SAVINS: £112.20 

SILICA PRICE: £210.33 



£179 



PRINTER 
ACCESSORIES 




SHEET FEEDERS 

PRA1200 120D £71.38 

PRA1215 T24D7Swift 9/24 £88.70 

PRA1228 124D/Swift 9724 £42.00 

SERIAL INTERFACES 

PRA1189 120D+ £56.45 

PRA1209 Swift 9/124D £32.25 

PRA1709 Swift 24 £26.38 

PRINTER STAND 

PRA1242 124D/Swift 9/24 £24.03 

ORIGINAL RIBBONS 

RIB 3520 120D/Swifl 9 Black £4.11 

RIB 3924 124D/Swift 24 Black £4.70 

RIB 3936 Swift 9/24 Colour £15.63 

COLOUR KITS 

PRA1236 Swift 9/24 £39.65 

All prices include VAT and Free delivery. 
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SWIFT 9 - COLOUR! 



The Citizen Swift 9 is perfect for those who require 
high quality dot matrix black or colour printing at a 
budget price. The print quality of Swift 9 rivals that 
of other manufacturer's 24-pin models. 

• 9-pin Impact Printer 

• Print Speed 192cps Draft 

• 3 NLQ Fonts (48cps) 

• 8K Buffer 



FREE! 

COLOUR 
KIT 



• Epson & IBM Graphics Emulation 

• Advanced Paper Parking 

• FREE Starter Kit 

• FREE Colour Kit 

RRP £280.83 

STARTER KIT .... £29.95 

COLOUR KIT £44.65 

TOTAL HHP: £355.43 

SAVING: £133.35 

SILICA PRICE: £222.08 



£189 
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SWIFT 24 - COLOUR! 

The Citizen Swift 24 is one of Europe's best selling 
printers and has won awards including Printer Of 
The Year 1990. Its rapid print speed, quality and 
black or colour options, make it a natural choice. 

• 24-pin Impact Printer 

• Print Speed 192cps Draft 

• 4 NLQ Fonts (64cps) 

• 8K Buffer 



FREE! 

COLOUR 
KIT 



• Epson, IBM & NEC P6+ Emulation 

• Advanced Paper Parking 

• FREE Starter Kit 

• FREE Colour Kit 

RRP £428.88 . 

STARTER KIT .... £29.95 

COLOUR KIT ... . £44.65 

TOTAL RRP: £503.48 

SAVING: £199.15 

SILICA PRICE: C30433 I 



£259 



j- VAT= £304. JJ 



Every Citizen printer from Silica, comes complete with the Silica 
Printer Starter Kit, including everything you need to get up and run- 
ning with your new printer immediately, FREE OF CHARGE! 

• 3Vz" Dual Format Disk with Amiga & ST Printer Drivers 

• 3Vi" Disk with Drivers lor Microsoft Windows 3 

• 2 Metre Parallel Printer Cable 

• 200 Sheets ol High Quality Continuous Paper 

• 200 Continuous Address Labels on Tractor Feed 

• 5 Continuous Envelopes on Tractor Feed 
If you already own a printer, and would like a Silica Printer 
Starter Kit, you may order one (ref: KIT 5000) for the special 
Silica price of £24.95 - £5 off RRP! 



NORMAL RRP 

£29.95 




SILICA SYSTEMS OFFERS YOU 



• FREE OVERNIGHT COURIER DELIVERY: On all hardware orders shipped in the UK. 

• TECHNICAL SUPPORT HELPLINE: Team of PC technical experts at your service. 

• PRICE MATCH: We normally match competitors on a "Same product -Same price" basis. 

• ESTABLISHED 12 YEARS: Proven track record in professional computer sales. 

• £13m TURNOVER (with 60 staff): Solid and reliable with maintained growth. 

• BUSINESS/EDUCATION/GOVERNMENT: Volume discounts available for large orders. 

• SHOWROOMS: Demonstration and training facilities at our London & Sidcup branches. 

• THE FULL STOCK RANGE: All of your PC requirements from one supplier. 

• FREE CATALOGUES: Will be mailed to you with offers and software/peripheral details. 

• PAYMENT: By cash, cheque and all major credit cards. 

Before you decide when to buy your new printer, we suggest you think very carefully about WHERE you buy it. 
Consider what it will be like a few months after you have made your purchase, when you may require additional 
peripherals or software, or some technical help and advice. And, will the company you buy from contact you with 
details of new products? At Silica Systems, we ensure that you will have nothing to worry about. Silica Systems 
is one of the UKs leading independent computer dealers and provides a quality service to users at home, in education 
and in business throughout the nation. Silica have been established for over 12 years, and have an annual turnover 
of £13 million. With our unrivalled experience and 
expertise, we can now claim to meet our customers 
requirements with an understanding which is second 
to none. But don't just take our word for it. Complete 
and return the coupon now, for our latest Free 
iiterature on the Citizen printer range and begin to 
experience the "Silica Systems Service". 



MAIL ORDER: 

Order Lines Open: 



1-4 The Mews, Hatherley Rd, Sidcup, Kent, DA14 4DX Tel: 081-309 1111 

Mon-Sat 9.DOam-6.00pm No Late Night Opening Fax No: 081-308 0608 



LONDON SHOP: 

Opening Hours: 



52 Tottenham Court Road, London, W1P OBA 

Mon-Sat 9.30am-6.00pm No Late Night Opening 



Tel: 071-580 4000 

Fax No: 071-3234737 



LONDON SHOP: 

Opening Hours: 



Selfridges (1st Floor), Oxford Street, London, W1A 1AB Tel: 071-629 1234 

Mon-Sat 9.30am-6.00pm Late Night: Thursday until 8pm Extension: 3914 



SIDCUP SHOP: 

Opening Hours: 



1-4 The Mews, Hatherley Rd, Sidcup, Kent, DA14 4DX Tel: 081-302 8811 

Mon-Sat 9.00am-5.30pm Late Night: Friday until 7pm Fax No: 081-309 0017 



To: Silica Systems, Dept ATSTR-0981-55, 1-4 The Mews, Hatherley Rd, Sidcup, Kent DA14 4DX 



PLEASE SEND CITIZEN PRINTER INFORMATION 



Mr/Mrs/Ms: . 
Address: 



Initials: Surname: 



SILICA 
SYSTEMS 



a 



Tel (Home): 



Postcode: . 
Tel (Work): 



I 

* Company Name (if applicable): ... 

I Which computer(s), if any, do you own? .....J 



E&OE ■ Advertised prices and specificalio 



¥ change - Please return ihe coupon lor the latest intormatio 
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SHADOW DANCER 

coin-op con r; S ^ ovi ng a little 
Dancer may be pro^ng 

*^Tvou Pause the 
is n0t l ° h woe GIVE ME 

A1S °' P ; 6S usually X or C, 
keyboard - ^suay 

but it depends wh J 
n o to ( wffowyouto 

^e next level. 




BUILDERLAND 

Here, have some level codes for Loriciel's Builderland. 
LEVEL1: BUILD1 
LEVEL2: YOTTHA 
LEVEL3: BEARBY 
LEVEL4: OCTOPY 
LEVELS: DIABLO 
LEVEL6: GOTIUS 



BARBARIAN 

To become invincible in Psygnosis' Be 
keys in this order: O, 4, 0, 8, 5 and 9. 



snnDAKIAN 

in Psygnosis' Barbarian press these 
h 0, 8, 5 and 9. 

DRAGON'S LAIR 

Empire's Dragon's Lair II will run through the whole animation 
f you enter the words GET MORDOROC DIRK SdinS 

the spaces) during the title screen. iciuoing 

DYNASTY WARS 

If you own US Gold's Dynasty Wars try typing in CHEAT 

SSpSS screea When you « %£*- 335 

DYTER 07 
Typing in GIBB during the loading of Reline's Dyter 07 will 
mean that pressing W during play will give you exTra 
weapons and hitting S will top up your shield 

FIGHTER BOMBER 

For some handy cheats in Activision's Fighter Bomber enter 
your name as Buckaroo. You can now advance to anv 

mission you like through the mission selection screen Si- 
ting D will take you to your next target. 

IMMORTAL 

Here are the codes for levels six, seven and eiqht of Elec 
ronic Art's Immortal. Level six: 3B7FD530WE41 

%9to%7^r7BcT 10FB1010M1 - d l6Vel " f 

MONTY PYTHON 

Virgin's Monty Python will become far easier if you type in 
your name as SEMPRINI once you get to the Sah scorn 

chart. You will be able to skip to any level you like up toThe 
one you died on by using the cursor keys. P 

SHADOW OF THE BEAST II 

Sp IPft S IhTp° t n ° f S ^ 0W of the Beast »■■ if v°u hold down 
the left shift Enter and on the numeric keypad then press 
« you will find that your energy has just increased to 3? 

SKIDZ 

inHnf 3 ^' ' 3 Sk ' dZ y0U can hold down the Alt key and hit C 
for infinite energy, or Mto skip the level. 

VOYAGER 

FALL during the options screen. *"""«. 
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UPS CHALLE 



e son>- 
Chips 



CAR-VUP 

Core Design's Car-Vup will giv 
infinite lives if you enter your n 
RJ TONE on the hiah scoi 



Sore Design's Car-Vup will give you 
finite lives if you enter your name as 
RJ TONE on the high score table. 



LEVE '; to- PASS WORD 
LEVEL 50. F» MA 

LEVEL V 2 ! .NOOKAG E 
LEVE ' 53 ot.NANTO 

LEVEL L KASH IACA 
LEVEL 54. KA TA 

LEVEL5 «THANKYOU 

LEVEL 57. w D 

LEVE, : 5 /nTEABieAT 



LEVEL 60: ZVVI 

LEVEL 70: VPVN 
"LEVEL 80: EVOG 

LEVEL 90: OLLM 
LEVEL 100: QJXH 
L lIvIlH0:OBAO 

LEVEL 130: MVWT 
LEVEL 140: SJUK 

LEVEL 145: YBLI 



INTERPHASE 



on the 



■ 



AMES PON 



LEVEL 



<& 



' ne image Works' Bark t^ tk r- ~~ "" 
not be as imposlible a J° he Future '" m ay 
in these cheats dnrLt V ° U may tnink - Type 
nite lives or 'afleteis 9 ' St ° ryb ° ard for ^ 

Level one ROTTEN Cue at . 
tOl/SV CHEAT i GHEAT Level two 
DOWN CHEAT 6 ' hree ^IV 



HOIOIOIOIOIOIOLI 



Pressing a key on the bottom row of 
the keyboard during Millenium's 
James Pond will skip you to its corre- 
sponding level. Z will take you to 
level two, Xto level three and so on. 



EXTERMINATOR 

First up we have a bit of inside knowledge to help you 
get even higher scores on Audiogenic's conversion of 
a bizarre coin-op, Exterminator. When you get to a 
house that has a kitchen - not a lot of them do - go to 
the kitchen and try to keep an eye on the fridge. If you 
manage to shoot the top half off it as it opens - for one 
split second - you will earn 275,000 points. 
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Here are some of the games that 
didn't quite make it for this issue. 
There are a couple of reasons for 
this, either those lazy PR people at 



to get to them to us in time as long enough to write about them, 

promised. Maybe we didn't have Whatever the reason, here are a 

room for it. few that are worth mentioning in 

Or more than likely everyone was brief. Look to your usual retailer to 



the software houses didn't manage too busy playing the things to stop find these games 




GERM CRAZY 

ELECTRONIC ZOO £25.99 



SWITCHBLADE II 

GREMLIN £24.99 

The latest blockbuster from Gremlin who, after all those 
racing games, must be feeling pretty pleased with their 
performance, not to mention their bank balance. 

You play Hiro who must travel the land collecting the 
lost pieces of the Fire Blade and avoiding the wiles of 
the arch villain who sends his evil forces out to stop 
you. You have to explore huge levels. 

The graphics are at worst, excellent and at best, 
absolutely stunning. With so much playability it's bound 
to be big. Get it now. 

RATING 90% 

ARACHNOPHOBIA 

TITUS £25.99 

Scared of spiders? You will be as the eight-legged hor- 
rors come creeping out of everywhere in a small subur- 
ban US town. 

You, as bugbuster extraordinaire, must take on the 
task of ridding the town of its creepy crawly invaders 
and return it to the normal boring lifestyle it was used 
to. Based on the hit film of the same name, Arachno- 
phobia is definitely one to look out for. 

RATING 82% 

WARZONE 

CORE DESIGN £25.53 

Core Design show their determination to move away 
from the platform genre by moving into yet another orig- 
inal phase, the vertically scrolling shoot-'em-up. Wow, 
thanks guys! What happened to the Corporations of this 
world? 

Anyway, as you can imagine Warzone is a blast 
extravaganza. Two players can attempt to crack the 
eight huge levels packed with bad guys to kill and 
power ups to collect. 

RATING 78% 



Battle the germs in a new 
kind of battleground. The 
body of your brother has 
been invaded and you 
must go in and defeat the 
virus. Using some of the 
weirdest weapons 

known to man you have 
to clear out areas of his 
body before the virus 
gets a chance to take 
hold. 

It isn't as easy as it 
sounds. Germ Crazy is 
not a five minute 
game, I'll tell you. Give 
it a go, you could do a 
lot worse. 

RATING 80% 




THE BALL GAME 

ELECTRONIC ZOO £19.99 




A charming little number 
this. Up to four players 
compete to take over a 
game grid and score as 
many points as possi- 
ble. There are 100 lev- 
els for you to struggle 
through. 

This is one of those, 
five minutes to learn, 
ages to master jobs. 
It's a lot of fun to 
play though, espe- 
cially in multi player 
mode. 

Unfortunately 

the graphics leave 

a lot to be desired 

and so does the 

sound. 

Still graphics 
and FX aren't 
everything you 
know. 

RATING 74% 
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EVEN HOUDINI COULD NOT 
CONJURE UP THESE PRICES 

WE'VE STACKED THE DECK IN YOUR FAVOUR 







db RE ' INK 

You will not have to dig 
deep into your pocket to 
afford this product. RE- 
INK the product takinq the 
ribbon world by storm 1 
can will Re-Ink your fabric 
ribbon up to 50 times. 

Available NOW only 

£12.95 <p 







4 

Why not CLUB together and take 
advantage of some superb offers 
we have. Here's a few accessories 
to entice you. 

BANX Stackable Boxes £8.95 

100 Cap 3.5" lockable box. .£8.95 
Pack of 5 3.5" library cases .£4.95 

Deluxe Mouse Mats £2.95 

Head Cleaner £2.95 

Universal Printer Stand £6.95 

Roll of 100 3.5" labels £12.95 

plus lots lots more £&k> 
(Ring for free catalogue) ^^ 



You cannot escape this offer 
-^ 400 DSDD 3.5" plus 4, 100 
Capacity lockable boxes only 

£139.95 

H DOUBLE SIDED, 

Y DOUBLE DENSITY 880K 

You will not be HEART 

broken by these prices, and 

you II love the quality. 

50 for only £26.95 

100 for only £42.95 

200 for only £64.99 

Supplied with labels and 
unconditional lifetime guarantee 

YOU CANNOT BUY BETTER ^^ 



♦ 



HIGH DENSITY 1.44MB 3'/2" 



A DIAMOND amongst 
diskettes, superb quality, 
100% certified, tested. 

25 for only.... £29.95 

50 for only.... £39.95 

100 for only.... £62.95 



Supplied with labels and 
unconditional lifetime 
guarantee 



♦ 



J 



J No JOKING a 

R 1 00 capacity 
3.5" or 5.25" 
lockable box only 

£3.50* 

'only if purchased 
with discs 



a 



r 




ALL DISKETTES SUPPLIED BY US ARE 1 00% CERTIFIED AND GUARANTEED. 
OUR PROMISE IS SIMPLE, SATISFACTION OR MONEY BACK. 



The price you see is the price you pay 




Send in this Ad an 
receive 1 disk box 
bsolutely FREE when 
buy 200 disks or mo 





COMPUTER 



MEDIA 

SUPPLIES 




18 CRESCENT WAY, FARNBOROUGH, KENT BR6 9LS. TELESALES HOTLINE: 0689-861400 

(All prices quoted are inclusive of VAT and carriage UK Mainland only) E.&O.E. 



EDUCATIONAL & GOVERNMENT ORDERS WELCOME 

(Majic Media is a trading division of MD Office Supplies) 
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Bringing 
school homo 



In the second part of our feature on the 
ST in education, Pat Winstanley puts her 
home-bred team of researchers on to the 
task of assessing educational software 



The most difficult part of choosing edu- 
cational software for the ST is judging 
its usefulness. Most schools use PC 
and BBC machines almost exclusively, 
and very little software written for those 
machines is converted for the Atari on your 
kitchen table. 

So how do you choose suitable programs? 
Ask their teachers and you'll probably receive 
a blank look. Ask the suppliers and they'll 
usually try to push their most profitable pack- 
age at you regardless of educational content. 
The following is intended to give you an 
overview of what is available - some is good, 
even excellent, while some is not particularly 
wonderful but may catch your child's imagina- 
tion. Remember, you have to 



grab their attention before any benefit arises. 

Offer a game which leaves the imagination 
cold and you have a bored baby - regardless 
of the educational content of a package. Offer 
a "grabber" and you will soon notice a variety 
of skill tests not even mentioned on the box's 
blurb. 

This applies to shoot-'em-ups as well - they 
often have excellent educational content hid- 
den behind a "save the world from the aliens" 
plot. Look out for maths skills in such exer- 
cises as shopping for weapons. Look for co- 
ordination training hidden behind joystick or 
mouse skills, for computer training in disk 
swaps and for English and keyboard familiar- 
ity when typing names into high-score tables. 
The list goes on and on. Unlike arcade 




games, which tend to have a shelf life of only 
a few months before ending up in the remain- 
ders bin at the computer shop, educational 
titles are long lived. After all, any family with 
more than one child can have a hand-me- 
down system with these packs - just as they 
might with bikes and clothes. 

A BIT OF EVERYTHING 

For newcomers to computing, the choice of 
relevant programs can be difficult, and 
becomes even more so as children grow from 
toddler to school age and beyond. With pack- 
ages often costing in the £25 to £30 range, 
how do you decide which subjects to cover, 
and how can you afford to cover them all? 
The ideal solution is a package which cov- 



KIDS V COMI 

Before letting children loose on 
your ST there are a few rules 
which should be laid down. For a 
start, make sure the children don't 
attempt to change disks or switch 
on and off until you are sure they 
are capable of doing so safely. 

Another strict rule is the exclu- 
sion of all liquid and solid consum- 
ables from the area of the com- 
puter - you don't want either the 
kids or machine to go up in a puff 
of blue smoke! Take care too that 
all disks are write-protected, 
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ers several different topics so that you can 
see what style and content suits your brood. 

What can be said about Fun School 2 and 
3 other than that they're brilliant? Any parent 
with access to a computer who doesn't get 
hold of at least one of these packs is allowing 
their child to miss out on a lot of fun and an 
excellent educational experience. 

Each pack - there are three sections for 
each of the series - consists of six programs 
and the subjects covered 
vary according 
the age group. 
The programs 
themselves 
range from 
simple counting 
and letter recogi 
tion through to 
full-blown data- 
base. 

However, 
don't take the 
age groups as ^^ 
a rigid guide. My 
kids enjoy all three 
packs. In fact, I have to 
perform any serious 
reviewing after they are 
in bed, otherwise I find 
myself unceremoniously rele- 
gated to observer status - no turns allowed! 

Kids love the simple but very attractive 
graphics, together with the user-friendliness 
which allows even infant-aged children to 
both load and run the programs with a mini- 
mum of adult help. If you fancy a more inter- 
active babysitter than the video player, have a 
look at these. 

In a similar vein, Puzzle Book 1 and 2 offer 
a variety of games for the kids. They also offer 
teenagers and adults the opportunity to get 
their teeth into what, at times, can be pretty 
mind-bending 
puzzles. 

The first of 
the packages 
offers magic 
squares, Nim, 
a dungeon 
master-style 
maze and a 
word hunt game 

where as many new words as possible must be 
constructed from the letters of another. The sec- 
ond package also covers logic, maths and 
spelling and includes pentominoes, sum ana- 
grams, hangman and a mastermind-style game. 

Each pack also includes card games which 
are a pleasant distraction, but not overly edu- > 



MATHS FOR BEGINNERS 




Hunt Buddy the caterpillar 
with the aid of a compass 



unless the program asks for 
access - perhaps to write to a high 
score table. 

If access is needed, make sure 
the kids re-protect the disk imme- 
diately afterwards. As a further 
safeguard, always use a back-up of 
the game disk if the publishers 
give you permission to do so. Most 
educational games are on unpro- 
tected disks so take advantage of 
the fact, but don't spread copies 
around to your friends unless you 
are dealing with PD or shareware. 



While spelling programs are handicapped by 
the need to show the answer in some way, 
maths games are far easier to design, and 
this is shown in the vast range available. 
Everything from the full-blown arcade 
approach to mind-bending puzzles are incor- 
porated in the following selection. 

When choosing for your child, bear in mind 
their familiarity with the computer. Are they 
competent with a joystick or better off being 
given plenty of time to think? 

Look out, Henrietta's 
here again, this time res- 
cuing Henry from cus- 
tard splats while trying to 
collect his wedding 
clothes. It's a perfect 
example of the dilemma 
in that what most 
appeals to kids is slap- 
stick - exactly what they 
get when they provide 
an incorrect answer. 

The child's task is to answer arithmetic 
problems to save Henry from being drenched 
in custard. Now, that wouldn't be too bad if 
the alternative was as graphically appealing, 
but it isn't. Thus children are tempted to enter 
wrong answers to see the fun sequence. 

Having said that, this is another game 
which has had my kids hooked for hours. If 
you can live with having your ST hijacked, this 
is definitely recommended. 

Moving away from the arcade theme, 
Coombe Valley Software offer a variety of 
adventure-based maths programs to suit 
most primary and senior pupils. On the basis 
that arcade sequences are not needed, and a 
child might as well go cross-curricular by 
tackling maths and English simultaneously, 
the programmer has conceived some fiendish 
adventures which are likely to keep adults as 
well as children guessing. 

OFFERING INCENTIVES 

A particular favourite here 
Maths Dragons which has 
the child attempting to col- . 
lect and assemble a toy ' 
train set which has been 10 
scattered by a baby ' 
dragon. Unfortunately, 
the lair is patrolled by 
grown-up dragons who, 
on meeting the child, 
demand the answers to ' 
arithmetical riddles. If the 
child fails to answer cor- 
rectly, one of the train-set 
pieces collected is confiscated 
and re-scattered - and I thought 
it was only kids who were untidy! 

A more conventional series of 
maths programs comes from 
School Software. These are Magic Maths for 
infants, Maths Mania for juniors and Better 
Maths for seniors. 

The first two offer graphical incentives to 
the children, although not to the point of dis- 
traction, and cover such topics as addition, 
subtraction, multiplication and division. Also 
covered are counting, number skills and 
mathematical concepts - in other words, all 
the basic skills required for the child to build 
on at senior school. The third package con- 




?=ri£ 
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Train your youngsters in basic arithmetic. 
Magic Maths is as good as its name. 




Telling the time is kid's 
play with this giant 
teaching clock and 
sampled speech 



hour" 



centrates more on tutorial and test styles and 
covers more advanced concepts such as 
approximation, calculus, algebraic factors 
and series. In the tutorial section the student is 
encouraged to think about the text by being 
asked questions on the topic as it runs. The 
tutorial continues even when wrong answers 
are given, which helps to point out concepts 
which need further work. All three packages 
are well presented and should be appreci- 
ated by children of all ages. The senior pack- 
age is ideal for mature 
students, too. 

Back to game-style 
programs again, Things 
To Do With Words offers 
three activities for 
younger children of 
about infant to early 
junior age. Three activi- 
ties are offered compris- 
ing Time Teller, Book 
Search and All Aboard. 
The first shows both a conventional clock and 
a digital watch, the child's task being to work 
out the conventional time then convert this to 
digital for entry in the watch. Difficult times can 
be passed over, such as PM for the 24-hour 
clock, but otherwise there is no grading to the 
level of difficulty of the problems. 

TIME KEEPING 

Master Time is rather better in this respect. All 
Aboard gives practice in combining numbers 
to make a total. A train is shown minus 
coaches, and using a limited selection of 
numbers the correct combination of carriages 
- each with a different capacity - must be 
coupled to the train to make up the required 
number of seats. 

My seven-year-old finds this pretty difficult 
but is prepared to persevere with paper and 
pencil for rough working. Book Search offers 
practice with co-ordinates. A 10 x 10 grid 
hides a book somewhere and by 
sending the Soft Stuff caterpillar, 
, Buddy, to a particular square 
\ relative to the origin, the child 
\ can search for the book. 
2 '., Each attempt is answered 
by a graphic of a ther- 
mometer showing hot, 
warm and cold to guide 
the child's next attempt. 
Master Time is the best 
time tutor I have seen on the 
■'' ST in that it follows the style 
of popular teaching watches. 
The dial consists of two coloured 
semi-circles in addition to the more 
normal numeric indications. One 
colour shows quarter hours and so 
on for "past the hour" while the 
other does the same for "to the 
Real life clocks and watches pull the 
hour hand between number divisions as the 
minute hand moves, which confuses new 
learners. 

They have enough trouble coping with the 
position of the minute hand - never mind 
working out which hour is involved when the 
hand is mid-way between two numbers on the 
dial. Master Time offers the useful option to 
unlink the hour and minute hands, thus avoid- 
ing the problem. 
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COMPUTER 



, SUPPLIES 

Suppliers of Discount Software since 1984 

Educational, Local Authority and government orders 

welcome. Overseas orders please call or write for 

quotations. All goods subject to availability, prices 

subject to change without notice. E&OE 

Prices Include VAT and delivery by post, Courier 

delivery available on any item £5 - 
TO ORDER: Please call the telephone number 

listed below to place credit card orders - 

(Access/Visa) or send a cheque/POs made out to 

MJC Supplies to: 

MJC SUPPLIES (STU), Unit 2 The Arches, 

Icknield Way, Letchworth, Herts SG6 1UJ. 

Tel: (0462) 481166 (6 Lines) 



EDUCATIONAL SOFTWARE | GRAPHICS & PRESENTATINS 



ARNOR PRODUCTS 


PROTEXT version 5 

Still a very fast, non-GEM WP package, 

but now benefits from pull-down menus 

and better mouse control (although all 

current key press commands are still 

available), holds up to 36 documents in 

memory, newspaper style columns, new 

Collins dictionary, new file selector. Still 

the best WP for using your printer fonts 

and effects, rather than waiting for 

'graphic font' printouts. 

1Mb required 

RRP £149.95 Our Price £99.95 


PRODATA 

Amor's database has excellent data layout 

facilities, including a wide range of printer 

effects, 10 indexes per data file & uses 

many of Protext's editing commands. 

RRP £79.95 Our Price £55.95 


MJC PRO-PACKS!! 

Pretext v5 & Prodata £149.95 
Protext v4.3 & Prodata £114.95 


DEMO DISKS 

For Protext v5, v4 or Prodata 

£5 each 

(cost deductable on purchase of 

appropriate program) 


PROTEXT version 4.3 

For 512k machines, now benefits from the 

pull-down menus and some other features 

of version 5. 

Still only £64.95 



THE COMPLETE COLOUR DIGITIZING SOLUTION 


VIDI-ST and VIDI-CHROME ST 


ROMBO RGB SPLITTER 


The best value video digitiser available for 


Splits a composite video signal into 


the ST. Grabs mono images in 16 shades 


separate Red, Green and Blue for use with 


from any domestic VCR with a composite 


Vidi-Chrome now includes power supply. 


video output can be saved as NEO or 


MJC Price £64.95 


Degas files for use with other graphic or 




DTP software. 






Now packaged with 




VIDI-CHROME 


THE COMPLETE COLOUR SOLUTION 


Colour software upgrade for VIDI. Use a 


Package consisting of 


mono or colour video camera with the 


VIDI-ST 


supplied Red, Green and Blue filters to 


VIDI-CHROME 


digitise in 512 colours on an STFM or 


RGB SPLITTER 


4096 colours on an STE. 


all leads and power supply 


RRP £119.95 Our Price £89.95 


RRP £179.00 Our Price £139 .95 



DISNEY SOFTWARE 

From the World's best animators comes a 
new range of educational software 
featuring yur favourite characters. 
For 2-5 year olds 
Goofy's Railway Express £19.95 

(Learn about Colours and Shapes) 
Donald' Alphabet Chase £19.95 

(Learn about the Alphabet) 
Mickey's Runaway Zoo £19.95 

(Find and count the runaway animals) 



Sesame Street Colouring Books 

Encourage children to use the mouse by 
colouring in the characters from the TV show 
Letters for you £15.95 

Numbers count £15.95 



Fun School by Database Educational 

Fun School 2 has 8 Programs per disk 

Fun School 2 for 2-6 years £12.95 

Fun School 2 for 6-8's £12.95 

Fun School 2 for 8-1 2's £12.95 

Fun School 3 has 6 Programs per disk 
Fun School 3 for 2-5's £15.95 

Fun School 3 for 5-7's £15.95 

Fun School 3 for 7-1 2's £15.95 



Kosmos Educational Software 

Answerback Junior Quiz (6-1 1 ) £1 4.95 

Answerback Senior Quiz (12+) £14.95 

Factfile Spelling (6-11) £7.95 

Factfile Arithmetic (6-11) £7.95 

Factfiles are data for Quiz only. 10 other 
topics are available. 



Language Tutors 

French Mistress (12-adult) £14.95 

German Master (12-adult) £14.95 

Spanish Tutor (12-adult) £14.95 

Italian Tutor (12-adult) £14.95 



Learn to Read with Prof... by Prisma 

Builds a complete reading course for 

4 to 9 year olds. Assumes no 

initial reading ability 

1 . Prof Plays a New Game £1 9.95 

2. Prof Looks at Words £19.95 

3. Prof Makes Sentances £19.95 

4. Prof Hunts for Words £19.95 



Other Educational Titles 

B. Spell (5-8) £10.95 

Schooltime Maths (over 5's) £1 0.95 

Play-Spell (7 and over) £10.95 

Master Time (3-11) £12.95 

Hooray for Henrietta (5-12) £17.95 

Henrietta's Book of Spells £1 7.95 

Primary Maths Course (3-12) £19.95 

Micro Maths (11 -GCSE) £19.95 

Micro French (11 -GCSE) £19.95 

Let's Spell at Home (4-9) £14.95 

Let's Spell at Shops (4-9) £14.95 

Things To Do With Words (4-9) £1 4.95 

Things To Do With Numbers (4-9) £14.95 



Timeworks DTP 

Easy Draw 2 

Supercharged Easy Draw 2 

Deluxe Paint ST 

Canvas 

Degas Elite 

Spectrum 512 

CyberStudio 

Cyber Paint 



See "Specials" 
£36.95 
£59.95 
£44.95 
£10.95 
£19.95 
£22.95 
£39.95 
£39.95 



PROGRAMMING 



Tempus 2-Programmers Editor £29.95 

Hisoft Power Basic £34.95 

Hisoft Basic (inc GEM libs) £58.95 

GST C Compiler £15.95 

Hisoft C Interpreter £39.95 

Prospero C compiler £74.95 

Lattice C v5 £99.95 

Hisoft Devpac V2 assembler £39.95 

Nevada Cobol (CPM) £33.95 

Hisoft Wercs £21.95 

Hisoft Wercs Plus (Inc GDOS) £33.95 

Hisoft Highspeed Pascal £69.95 



STOS-THE GAME CREATOR 

STOS Basic Interpreter £19.95 

STOS Add-on Compiler £13.95 

STOS And Compiler £32.95 

STOS Maestro £15.95 

STOS Sprites 600 £9.95 

STOS Games Galore £13.95 

STOS Maestro Plus £52.95 

Game Makers Manual (book) £1 1 .95 



DATABASES/FINANCIAL 



Prodata £55.95 

Data Manager Professional £29.95 

Super Card 2 by B. Ware £24.95 

3d-Calc Spreadsheet £21.95 



Personal Finance Manager Plus 
MJC Price £29.95 



WORD PROCESSING 



Protext Version 4.3 
Protext Version 5(1mb) 
First Word Plus 
Word Writer ST 
Wordflair (1Mb required) 



£64.95 
£99.95 
"Specials" 
£36.95 
£57.95 



MISCELLANEOUS 


NE0DESK3 

Replacement for GEM desktop with many 

added enhancements 

Our Price £29.95 


Harlekin 
Hisoft Knife ST 
Flexidump (9pin Mono only) 
Flexidump Plus 
Forget-Me-Clock 2 cartridge 


£34.95 
£19.95 
£17.95 
£31.95 
£24.95 


CUMANA CSA 354 

Second Disk Drive, quality external 3.5' Double 

sided disc drive Including PSU & Cable 

Our Price E7T.95 



DISCS 
Unbranded 3.5 DSDD Discs Sony Brand MF2DD 3.5' Discs 
10 £6.95 . 10 £9.95 

20 £13.00 20 £18.95 



SOUND & SAMPLERS 



New - Stereo Replay - First Stereo Sampler Cartridge for the ST £64.95 

Quartet V1 .5 - Stereo 4 voice music synth incs over 1 00 sounds £36.95 

Mastersound 2 - Sampler cartridge + editing software £29.95 

ST Replay 8 - Cartridge + editing software + effects £59.95 

Replay Professional - As Replay 8 + Midi control software £99.95 

STOS Maestro (software) - Music editing software for STOS £15.95 

STOS Maestro Plus - As STOS Maestro + sound sampling cartridge £52.95 

Playback - Cartridge which gives STEREO sound on STFM £24.95 



SPECIAL OFFERS 


PROTAR MONITOR 
MODEL CI 41 M 


| FREE MOUSE 




CUMANA CSA354 DISK DRIVE 

Plus Timeworks DTP Program 

Plus First Word Plus 

(Does not include First Mail). 

Our Price £124.95 


Golden Image Hand Scanner 

High quality 400 dpi scanner with 

Timeworks DTP + First Word+ 

Package Price £224.95 

Call for availability 


Yes that's right!! When you buy either 

Timeworks DTP or First Word Plus at 

our normal discounted price get a free 

GOLDEN IMAGE mouse. 

(Normal RRP £24.95) 

So that's 

Timeworks DTP & Mouse £69.95 

or 

First Word Plus & Mouse £59.95 

While stocks last 


Protar are an established German 
Manufacturer of high quality ST 
peripherals now selling in the UK. 

The 1 41 M Monitor is based on the well 
known Philips CM8833 but comes 
complete with an ST lead and a full 
One year replacement guarantee 

MJC Price £248.00 

Free Courier delivery on above item 


Naksha Upgrade Mouse 

280 dpi replacement mouse includes 

mouse mat & mouse house and 

Operation Stealth game. 

RRP £34.95 

MJC Price £21.95 


Mini Office Professional 

Spreadsheet 

Presentation Graphics 

Communications 

£15.95 Each 
Two for £30.00 
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'•---' Ruh, ahh. buh, 

buh click the 

letters to hear 
their sounds and 
add them to the 
word 



SOT&nMl 



cational. In fact, both packs are designed to 
appeal to a wide range of age groups - Soft- 
Stuff suggest ages 4 to 90 - and certainly do 
the trick. While not as specific to the National 
Curriculum as the Fun School packs, the Puz- 
zle Book series makes a good bridge 
between arcade games and sheer hard work. 

HELP WITH ENGLISH 

When it comes to reading and 'riting, pro- 
grammers have tremendous difficulties in 
designing suitable games. How can you ask 
a child to spell something without showing the 
word onscreen first? 

Strangely, despite the simplicity of sam- 
pled speech and an excellent PD program, 
Speaktext, which is widely available and eas- 
ily incorporated into Stos programs, very few 
educational programmers make use of the 
sound capabilities of the ST. 

One which does use sampled speech is a 
little old in the tooth now but still excellent 
both in content and appeal. B. Spell asks the 
child to spell 26 words, one for each letter of 
the alphabet. 

The beauty of the program is in its presen- 
tation. Each letter of the alphabet is displayed 
onscreen, and selecting it with the mouse not 
only enters the letter in the spelling area but 
also pronounces the letter's sound - ahh, 
buh, cuh, etc. 

This is an excellent way for younger chil- 
dren to learn how to match letter shape to 
sound, while for older ones it provides a clue 
to phonetics when they reach the stage of 
stringing sounds together to make words. 

Another excellent offering is the Play & 
Read series from Prism. I have to admit that 
my own children, aged seven and eight, are 
totally uninterested in the set but that is prob- 
ably due to their computer literacy. Well, they 
could hardly be otherwise with daily access to 





Can you reach Henry the frog to give him a kiss? 



I can play with my ST with the help of an 
audio cassette and a rolling demo 

five machines - and still counting! 

Children who are unused to computers will 
have lots of fun but will also learn from the 
games. The first module comes complete with 
five story books, an introductory demonstra- 
tion disk and an accompanying audio cas- 
sette. This intra teaches the basics of key- 
board control such as the spacebar and cur- 
sor keys. 

The programs come in four packs, each 
drawing on the vocabulary introduced in the 
reading books and gradually covering word 
matching, spelling, sentence construction and 
so on. The series as a whole is slow to use but 
highly recommended by schools where chil- 
dren who are unfamiliar with the keyboard 
need to take their time. 

Forget it if you have shoot-'em-up maniacs 
- they'll die from boredom - but if you have a 
child unsure of computers, or perhaps a "spe- 
cial needs" candidate, the system is well 
worth a look. 



FROG HUSBAND 

For those who want a little more spice you 
could do worse than Henrietta's Book of 
Spells. This afforded my lads several hours of 
fun one afternoon when it was too wet to play 
out. Henrietta has an unfortunate husband 
named Henry who has 
managed to get himself 
turned into a frog. Why 
on earth she didn't leave 
him to his fate I'll never 
know! The task is to 
help turn him back into 
a human again by solv- 
ing a variety of word 
puzzles. 

Among the tasks are: 
memory spelling, in 
which the word is 
flashed onscreen for a 
few seconds then 
blanked out; ciphers 
Do you really want to? where a word must be 



THE PUBLIC 
DOMAIN OPTION 

If you don't fancy splashing out C15 
to £30 for a commercial package, 
try looking through some public 
domain library catalogues. 

Although PD often has less depth 
than commercial programs, it is a 
useful way to try children out with 
different program styles to see 
what suits them. 

A point to watch though, is that 
many of the PD titles are American 
which can cause problems with 
spelling programs. Not only is 
spelling likely to be wrong for the 
British market, but words them- 
selves are often different - like 
sidewalk instead of pavement. This 
shouldn't put you off though, just be 
aware. All the disks mentioned here 
are available from Goodmans PDL. 

Among the PD collections you 
will find a similar spread of topics 
on the commercial side with maths, 
English, French, geography and so 
on all represented. One of the bet- 
ter maths disks is Shipwreck in 
which the child controls the 
progress of a marooned sailor in his 
escape. 

To help the sailor move through 
different sections of the escape, 



Row, row, row the boat... but only if you 
can answer the questions 

arithmetical problems must be 
solved. Each section of the land- 
scape poses a different type of 
question with the climax of the 
adventure posing a problem based 
on the principles which have just 
been practised. 

Budding anatomists might like to 
look at Body Shop in which a 
human outline is displayed together 
with its constituent parts. The task 
is to identify the body part and 
place it in its correct location, jig- 
saw style. In this way a complete 
skeleton is built up - do you know 
which bone is which? 

One program which always tick- 
les me is Franglais which talks you 
through French words and phrases 
in a kind of pigeon English/French 
with both languages mixed up 
together. 

The strange phrasing enables you 
to guess the meaning of unfamiliar 
words from their context and is far 
less formidable than having to 
translate a passage entirely in 
French in order to understand what 
is going on. 
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The trouble 
with an atlas 
database is 
events like the 
Guff War make 
data obsolete 



>• entered according to alphabetical shifts; a 
guess the word game; and a hangman-style 
game. This program is supposed to be suit- 
able for age seven upwards, but my lads both 
needed a good deal of help on the easiest 
level, and the hardest one had me stumped. 
More of a top junior/early senior program I 
feel. 

The graphics add tremendously to a child's 
enjoyment without slowing the gameplay 
down. A very good package - highly recom- 
mended. 

For tiny tots why not have a look at Don- 
ald's Alphabet Chase? This is based on Don- 
ald Duck and produced by Disney Games. 

The alphabet has invaded Donald's house 
and each letter is hiding in a camouflaged 
position. Each room conceals a handful of let- 
ters and the child's task is to press the correct 
key when a letter appears - fail and the letter 
makes fun of Donald behind his back, suc- 
ceed and the letter is banished to the top of 
the screen. 

This is a hilarious game which adults enjoy 
playing with the children. The graphics are 
the equal of movie standard, although a little 
slower, and the only drawback is the upper 
case presentation which is a little off-putting 
for children learning lower case in the infant 
classes. 

For older children a couple of good 
choices are Better Spelling from School Soft- 
ware and Things to do with Words from Soft- 
Stuff. Both packs offer basic puzzles in word 
manipulation such as anagrams, and have 
enough variety to keep attention concentrated 



for some time. One problem with Better 
Spelling is the lack of alternatives when 
checking anagram answers. Thus, of 
"supreme" and "presume", only one is 
checked as correct. 

Things to do with Words, on the other hand, 
suggests an age range from five to twelve 
which I feel is a little optimistic. As with the 
Henrietta game, try shifting the ages up by 
three or four years. 

ADULT EDUCATION 

It isn't only the children who find educational 
software fascinating, adults do too, and sev- 
eral programs are available which can help 
the more mature among us to extend our 
knowledge of familiar subjects or to study a 
brand new one. 

Among the more subject-specific programs 
is Geography Tutor which is an interactive atlas. 
Countries of the world are split into sections 
such as Europe, the Middle East and so on. 

Choosing a region brings up a map show- 
ing country borders, and a click in the 
required country displays details from the 
database. Among the facts stored are lan- 
guages, population, religion and life 
expectancy. 

With these details, tests can be set up or 
more data added. For anyone with an interest 
in geography the program provides hours of 
browsing and fun. Devouring Geography 
Tutor may give you a taste for travel, but how 
can you brush up those rusty skills in foreign 
languages? Several programs are available to 






YOU CRN USE THE FRAME TO 
RID IN MAKING UP THE CRfiNE 
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Is a crane so simple to draw? Art Tutor makes it easy for the novice 



help you learn and revise vocabulary in a vari- 
ety of languages. Kosmos, for instance, offer 
French Mistress - the series also covers Ger- 
man, Spanish and Italian - which provides a 
painless method of brushing up and extend- 
ing your knowledge. 

The program offers both the chance to 
learn and the opportunity to test yourself. In 
addition, you can key in your own vocabulary 
lists - particularly handy when the program is 
used in conjunction with formal courses. 

Another good program is Art Tutor which, 
while not a drawing package, demonstrates 
the techniques required to build up pictures 
either on paper or screen. 

While the program can't promise to make 
an artist of you, it can certainly help to struc- 
ture your work and give an insight into such 
topics as perspective. 

Perhaps the most enjoyable way to 
increase your general knowledge is by taking 
part in quizzes, and the Answer Back Quiz 
and Factfiles offer a chance to do just this. 
The basic quiz is available in two versions. 

The junior version differs from the senior in 
the type of question files supplied and the 
addition of an optional arcade sequence 
which is invoked when the child answers cor- 
rectly. Several Factfile disks are available to 
add to the system. The data disks tend to 
cover a single topic to high standards - such 
as GCSE and beyond - while the data sup- 
plied with the shells is much more of a miscel- 
lany. This set of packages is ideal for the 
whole family - and you can even set, save 
and use your own question lists. 



SOFTWARE HOUSES 

B.Ware Software, 

B.Bytes Computer Systems 

19 Southfield Road, Hinckley, 

Leics LEIO 1UA 

tel:0455 613377 

Database Educational 
Europa House, Adlington Park, 
Macclesfield SK10 4NP 
tel:0625 878888 

Goodmans PDL 

16 Conrad Close, Meir Hay Estate, 
Longton, Stoke on Trent ST3 1SW 
tel:0782 335650 

Kosmos 

1 Pilgrims Close, Harlington, Dunstable, 

Beds LU5 6LX 

tel:05255 3942 

LCL 

Thames House, 73 Blandy Road, Henley 
on Thames, Oxon RG9 1GB tel:0491 
579345 

Prisma 

29 St James Ave, Upton Heath, Chester, 
Cheshire CH2 1KB 
tel:0244 326244 

Scetlander 

74 Victoria Cres Rd, Glasgow, G12 8BR 

tel:041 357 1659 

School Software 

Tait Business Centre, Dominic Street, 

Ireland 

tel:010353 6145399 

SoftStuff 

19 Quarry Hill Road, Tonbridge, Kent 
TN9 2RN 
tel:0732 351234 

Disney Games Entertainment 
International 

4 The Stannetts, Laindon North Trade 
Centre, Basildon, Essex SS15 6DJ 
tel: 0268 541212 
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Unit 8, Bradley Hall Trading Estate, 
Standish, Wigan, Lancashire, WN6 OXQ 



Upgrades Available Upto A Realistic 4 Megabytes! 



ST Format "The very best ram upgrade 
boards on the market" 



Easy To Install 

Upgrading the memory of your Atari ST has 
never been easier using Third Coast's range of 
memory upgrade boards. We have plug in 
upgrade boards to take your machine upto a 
realistic 4 Megabytes so you get no more out of 
memory headaches. Third Coast's range of 
memory expansion boards take around 1/2 an 
hour to install and come supplied with full 
fitting instructions for all revisions of Atari's. If 
you should get into any difficulty fitting any of 
our memory upgrade boards are technical staff 
will give you any assistance you need over the 
telephone. Third Coast's memory upgrade 
boards are fitted by plugging a socket over the 
MMU chip and the Video shifter chip and 
require no soldering whatsoever. 

Expansion Policy To 4MB 

With Third Coast's 1/2 megabyte plug in board 
for Atari's with and without surface mount 
MMU chips we offer an expansion policy to 
4MB. What this entails is, if you purchase a 1/2 
megabyte expansion board from us and you 
decide you need either 2.5 megabytes or 4 
megabytes. Return the board to us and we will 
discount you the price tou paid for the 1/2 
megabyte board off the current price of the 2.5 
megabyte or the 4 megabyte board. You are not 
left with 16 useless chips like the solution 
offered by offers but merely a cost effective 
simple way of upgrading your machine to 1 
megabyte, 2.5 megabytes and eventually to a 
full 4 megabytes. 

Expansion Options 

If you have a 520STM. 520STFM or even a 
520STFM with surface mount MMU chip we 
have the solution to take your machine upto 1 
megabyte with the expansion policy to 4 
megabytes as described above. Third Coast also 
offer expansion to 2.5 and 4 megabytes for 
520ST owners. For 1040ST and Mega 1 owners 
we have an expansion board to take your 
machine upto 2 megabytes, 2.5 megabytes and 
4 megabytes. For Mega 2 owners we offer a plug 
in board to take your machine to 4 megabytes. 

Fully Compatible 

Third Coast's range of expansion boards are all 
auto configuring and compatible with all 
software for the Atari ST. 

Warranty 

All memory expansion boards carry a full 12 
months warranty and free 12 months telephone 
support. 

Software 

All Third Coast ram upgrades come supplied 
with a ram checker which checks every chip on 
the upgrade so you know if you have fitted the 
upgrade correctley. Also included is a ram 
disk, print spooler and several other useful 
public domain utilities. 

1MB Internal Floppy And Upgrade 

For those Atari owners who have a machine 
with 1/2MB drive and memory we offer a 1MB 
internal drive and a 1/2MB soldering upgrade 
kit for the special price of £99.99 




1/2 megabyte plug in board Atari ST User September 1990 
"Features-Excellent Ease Of Use-Good" 




Z-Ram 4MB expansion board Atari ST User July 1990 
"Features-Excellent Ease Of Use-Good " 



Pricing 

520ST-1040 Ram Upgrade Kit Requires Soldering. . £39.99 
520ST-1040 Plug In Board Socketed MMU Chip. . . .£59.99 
520ST-1040 Plug In Board Surface Mount MMU. . . .£59.99 
520ST-2.5MB Plug In Board Expandable to 4MB . . £149.99 
520ST-4MB Plug In Solderless ExpansionBoard. . . £249.99 
1040ST-2MB Board Requires Minor Soldering. . J .£169.99 
1040ST-2.5MB Plug In Board Expandable to 4MB. . £169.99 
1040ST-4MB Plug In Solderless Expansion Board. . £199.99 
Mega 1-4MB Plug In Solderless Expansion Board . . £249.99 
Mega 2-4MB Plug In Solderless Expansion Board . . £169.99 
520-1040 Plug In Board Unpopulated 

(takes4 256'4 Drams) £29.99 

4MB Board Unpopulated (16 or 32 megabit Drams) . . £59.99 

520STE-1040STEPIugInSimms £39.99 

520STE-2.5MB Plug In Simms £129.99 

520STE-4MB Plug In Simms £229.99 



RFI Interferance 

All Third Coast's ram upgrade boards fit 
under the RFI shielding so that you get no 
interferance on your screen. 

For more information on any of Third Coast's 

products please return the form below to the 

address listed at the top of the page. 



Name: 
Address: 



Postcode:. 
Interests: 



Tel: 



Please Make Cheques/Postal Orders Paybable To 

Third Coast Technologies Ltd. We Also Accept 

Access And Visa Over The Telephone. 



MT Software 

PUBLIC DOMAIN, 
LICENCEWARE, 

SHAREWARE FOR 
ATARI ST/STE 



COLOUR GAMES 



G212 
G211 
G209 



G207 
G202 
G201 
G200 
G198 
G196 
G195 
G151 
G153 
G191 
G192 
G193 
G194 
G147 
G146 
G143 
G141 
G123 
G122 
G121 
G120 
G118 
G117 
G136 
I G127 
J G126 
; G125 
G124 
i G119 
\ G110 
: G109 
: G104 
G102 
\ G072 
G049 
G019 
G116 
G044 
G103 
G011 
G106 
G056 

G043 
G018 



-Number Guesser 
-Pool, Roulette, Craps 
-Bellum, Bubbles 

Massee, Blockade, 

Bossier 
-Zog 

-Zedonoid 
-Pop Music Challenge 
-Hunt the Wumpus 
-Boing 
-Llamatron 
-CoreWars 
-Daniels Dunseon 
-Froggy 
-Droid 
-Wizard 

-Caverns of Nerak 
-Haunted Monastery 
-Jitterbug 
-Bonk the Gonk 
-Glob 

-Boxing Champ 
-Tracker 
-Overlander 
-Chance 

-Escape from RA 
-Mutant 
-Key to Atlantis 
-Grand Prix 
-Battle Command 
-Wheel of Fortune 
-Hedgehog 
-The Name Game 
-Chess 
-Company 

-Fruit Machine (not STE) 
-Bermuda Rule 2 
-STumped 
-Bumper Jack 
-Tennis 
-ST Vegas 

-Chunnel - French Tutor 
-Flight Simulator 
-Top of the Pops 
-Give Us a Break 
-Die Allien Blob 
-Empire Builder, 

Jumpster, Lost Treasure 
-Treasure Search 
-Floyd the Droyd 



MONO GAMES 



G131 -Bounce, Pacman, 

Reversi 
G130 -Naval, Columbus, 

Arkanoid 
G113 -Napoleon 
G076 -Shanghei 
G067 -Pentimo 
G064 -El Bozo City, Sherlock, 

Squixx, Happy 4 
G063 -Around the World in 

80 days 
G029 -Space Invaders, Chess, 

Arkanoid 
G021 -Puzzle, Pacman 
G014 -Anduril, Runners 

Revenge 




Greens Ward House, ^ 0983 - 756056 

The Broadway, w^ww «wwwww 

Totland, I.O.W. 9am " 6pm Mon " Sat (24 hr) 

P039 OBX RING OR WRITE FOR OUR FREE CATALOGUE 



VISA 



FOR EVERY 3 DISKS YOU BUY, YOU MAY CHOOSE 
ANOTHER DISK ABSOLUTELY FREE 



ADVENTURES 



G106 -Don't Bank on It 
G158 -Pyramid of Muna 
G1 59 -Battle of Philips Against 

the forces of Creation 
G160 -Underground 

Adventure 
G162 -Tamoret 
G164 -Sir Ramie Hobbs and 

the High level Gorilla 
G165 -Quest for the Holy 

Grail 
G166 -Dragon Slayer 
G167 -Son of Stagefright 
G168 -House of the O's 
G169 -Fast Lane 
G1 70 -Crusade Adventure 
G171 -Adventures of Alice 
G172 -Paranoia 
G173 -Squynchia 
G1 74 -Elfs Adventure 
G1 75 -Star Portal 
G 176 -Pork 
G1 77 -Easter Egg Hunt 
G1 79 -Ghost Town 
G180-AFable 

G197 -Operation Blue Sunrise 
G208 -The Mystic Well 
G096 -Dudley Dilemma 
G084 -Elven Crystals 
G055 -Hero 
G038 -Wizards Tower 
G037 -Under Berkwood 



EDUCATION 



G 157 -Noah 

G199-GCSE Maths 

G204 -Franglais 2, World at 

Risk 
G142 -Dot 2 Dot, Kidcolour, 

kidshape 
G139 -Mix 'n Match 
G138 -The Body Shop, Perfect 

Match 
G137 -Solar System 

Geography 
G1 35 -Geography Tutor 
G134 -The Search 
G133 -Zoo Maker 
G098 -Shipwreck 
G094 -Colouring Book 
G079 -Racing, Monkeys + 

Balloons, Spectral 

Sorcery 
G041 -Kidmusic, Kidpiano, 

Kidgraph, Kidgrid 2 
G036 -History File (3 Disks) 
G023 -Kidpublisher, Kidsong, 

Numeric Go Round 
G022 -Kidpotato, Kidsabc, 

Kidsketch, Kidstory 
G01 6 -Maths Made Easy 
G009 -Spelling Made Easy 



' EDUCATION PACK 1 
s disks ONLY £10.99 
Lots of educational programs 
for the younger STer. Includes 
Kidpotato, KidsABC, Kidsketch, 
Kidstory, Kidsong, Numeric Go 
Round, Kidpublisher, Number 

Maze, Kidmusic, Kidpiano, 
Kidgraph, Kidgrid 2, Colouring 

Jlook, Shipwrecked, Hangman/ 

EDUCATION PACK «^ 

10 disks ONLY £1 9.99 

• NOW STE COMPATIBLE • 

A bumper education pack 
that includes G9, G16, G22, 
G23, G41, G36, G94, G98 I 



mum 



U009 -1st Base - Database 
U012 -DB Master - Database 
U013 -Data Handler - 

Database 
U036 -Card ST - Database 
U039 -WG Data - Database 
U072 -TCOS Graphical 

Database 
WP01 -ST Writer Elite 
WP10 -First Word 
WP02 -Spell Check, 

Mailmerge, Word 

Count 
U01 7 -Home Accounts 
U034 -Double Entry Accounts 

(DS) 
U1 10 -Gemcalc - Spreadsheet 
U042 -Opus 2000 - 

Spreadsheet 
U030 - ST Sheet 
U078 -Sheet V2 
U041 -Typing Tutor 
U040 -Inventory Pro 
U070 -Address Book 
U090 -Filofact 
U1 1 1 -How to Make Money 

With Your Micro 

f EASY TEXT PLUS ^ 

A fully featured desktop 

publishing package that 

produces stunning results on 9 

pin, 24 pin and laser printers. 

ONLY £19.99 

, RING FOR DETAILS , 

U019 -Mono Emulator - run 
mono programs on a 
colour TV/monitor 

U079 -Colour Emulator - run 
colour programs on a 
mono emulator 



ART & GRAPHICS 



I A57 -Alt Help Disk 
A58 -Fractal Chaos (DS) 
A59 -Mandlebrot Adventure 
A61 -Electric Image (not STE) 

I A44 -Sprite Studio + Sprite ST 

"i A43 -Low Cost Cad (OS) (SH) 
A42 -Neochrome V2 

I A41 -IMG Utilities 
A34 -Animate 
A24 -Ani-ST 
A22 -Eplan (mono) 
A20 -Fractal Zoom 
A36 -Picture Convenors 

I A1 9 -Easy Text Plus demo 
A1 8 -Printmaster Library 
A1 2 -Pearle 3D Raytracing 
A09 -Vangoch, Studio 2 
A08 -Degas Extras 
A05 -Graphic Artist 
A01 -Pallette Master 
WP15 -LC10 Font Generator 
Calamus, Pagestream + Signum 
fonts also available 



INTRODUCING ATARI ST MACHINE CODE 



A complete assembly lansuase prosramming environment for the beginner and 
intermediate ST Programmer. Learn assembler the easy way, step-by-step! 

BOOK COMPLETE WITH DISK! only £19.99 

(over 400 pages) 
The comprehensive book introduces the reader via many assembly language 
examples how to program the ST. No knowledge of assembler is assumed. All 
examples in the book are held on disk and can be assembled using the 
supplied text editor and assembler. The disk also contains a complete resource 
construction kit for producing dialog boxes, drop down menus etc. 
Leam to program like the professionals! Registers, GEMDOS, XBIOS, GRAPHICS, 
DROP DOWN MENUS, DIALOG BOXES, WINDOWS and much, much more 



PROGRAMMING 



P45 -STOS Programs (OS) 
P46 -STOS Shoot-em-up 

Builder kit (DS) 
P47 -STOS Soundtracker 
P48 -MODPAS Pascal 
P49 -Database Programmer 
P43 -HitchHikers Guide to 

BIOS 
' ■ : P40 -Gemdos Users Guide 

I'-' P39 -GFA Basic Programs 
P38 -GFA Basic Tutorial 
P37 -XLisp 
P36 -Toy Prolog 
P34 -STOS Tutorial 
■ P31 -Small Talk 
I P29 -Fast Basic Programs 
P27 -Modulo 2 (2 disks) 
P26 -Pascal Information 
P25 -Pascal Programs 
P23 -C Tutorial 
P22 -STOS STE Upgrade 
P1 7 -C Programs 
P14-GTM Information 
P1 1 -ST Basic 
P07 -Forth 
P05 -Adventure Writing 

System 
P04 -Forth 83 
P01 -ST Basic Programs 
POO -Tos v1 .2 



C PROGRAMMERS PACK 

6 DISKS ONLY CI 6.99 

Complete package for 

anybody learning C. 

Comprises Sozobon C (fully 

configured and ready to use) 

+ 4 disk tutorial. Ideal if you 

are following the series 

in ST Format 






MUSIC & MIDI 



M07 
M30 
M42 
M29 
M53 
M52 
M51 
M48 
M39 
M38 
M34 
M33 
M31 
M28 
M24 
M23 
M22 
M21 
M17 



M13 
M10 
M09 
M08 
M03 



-Accompany ST 
-Noisetracker ST 
-Kawai K1 Editor 
-Kawai K1 Librarian 
-TBS Tracker (OS) 
-Midi Music Maker 
-Yamaha DX/TX Voices 
-Make Music 
-Yamaha 4 up Editor 
-Roland Juno Editor 
-Quartet Samples 
-Quartet Music 
-The Midi Guide 
-Quartet Samples 
-Sampling 
-Stacatto 
-Piano 

-Music Writer (mono) 
-Roland DSO Librarian 
and DX patches 
-Yamaha PSS Editor 
-FB01 Voice Ed 
-TX812VoiceEd 
-MT32 Voice Ed 
-Casio C21 01 Progs 



CUP ART 



THE CATALOGUE 



Our catalogue details 

hundreds of disks . . . 

ACCOUNTS 

ART & GRAPHICS 

ASTROLOGY 

ASTRONOMY 

BUDGIE UK 

BULLETIN BOARD SYSTEMS 

CHEMISTRY 

CUP ART 

COOKERY 

DATABASES 

DEMONSTRATION DISKS 

DESK ACCESSORIES 

DATA PROTECTION 

DISK & VIRUS UTILITIES 

EDUCATION 

ELECTRONICS 

FILM INFORMATION 

FOOTBALL 

GAMES 

GENEALOGY 

MUSIC & MIDI 

OPERATING SYSTEMS 

PICTURE DISKS 

PROGRAMMING 

SPEECH SYNTHESIS 

SPREADSHEETS 

SATELITES 

TYPING TUTORS 

WORD PROCESSORS 

and much, much, more 

ORDER YOUR 

FREE COPY 

NOW 



BUDGIE UK 



We have many disks of Clip Art 
f or use with all DTP package s 

' CLIP ART PACK ~\ 

6 DISKS FOB ONiy £1 6.99 

5 Double Sided Disks full of 

Clip Art + 1 disk full of format 

converters. Ideal for 

ALL DTP packages. 

• Animals • Office • Sport • 

Flags • Maps • Fonts • Food 

• Christmas • Trademarks 

• and lots lots more . 



-Firegame 

-Seventh Heaven 

-Avina Blue 

-Dark Wars 

-Pacman 

-Douglas Rockmoor ('/» 

meg) 
-Blackstar Mountains 
-Paco and the Tunnels of 

Doom 
-Space Weller 
-Coloney 

-Castle Frankenstein 
-Missile Alert 
-Guided Missile 
-Football Genius 
-Bert the Squirt 
-Garb 



See our catalogue for the 
entire range 



DEMONSTRATIONS 



We have all the latest prod- 
ucts and machine demos 
including the complete POV 
collection 



MT SOFTWARE 



PRICES - £3 each + 1 FREE with 

every 3 
CODES - DS = Double Sided. SS 

= Shareware. 1 Meg = 1 Meg 

memory required. Mono = 

High Resolution. Not STE = 

Not STE compatible 
OVERSEAS - Europe add 1 0% 

to total. World add 25% to 

total. 
Immediate despatch by 1 st Class 

Post. Mail Order Only. 



BLANK DISKS & ACCESSORIES 



10 Disks £4.99 

25 Disks £11.99 

50 Disks £22.99 

100 Disks £42.99 

ST/STE Dust Cover - £4 
Mouse Mat - £3.99 



SKStlOOCAPta 

£11.99 
£18.99 
£29.99 


COLOURED DISK LABELS 

50 coloured labels £1.50 

100 coloured labels £2.50 
1000 coloured labels £13,50 


£42.99 
?9 


TRACTOR FED LABELS 

100 tractor fed labels £3.00 

200 tractor fed labels ,£5.00 
1000 tractor fed labels. ...£17.00 



OUR FREE CATALOGUE CONTAINS FULL DETAILS OF THE ABOVE DISKS PLUS 



MANY, MANY MORE 
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Adventurous, hypnotic, mystic and "kosmic"...with the very 
latest guide to the cream of the public domain offerings 




■ ST Writer Elite, the ever pop- 
ular PD word processor, is now 
up to version 4.2. This version 
corrects some bugs with the 
printer driver, and now means 
that the program is fully TT 
compatible. 

■ Floppyshop ST have pro- 
duced their final edition of Flop- 
pyshop News, their User Group 
Newsletter and their User 
Group has now closed down. 
Steve Delaney now plans to 
expand the Public Domain 
library, version 4.1 of their disk 
catalogue has just been 
released using a new display 
routine, adapted for the library 
by the Hitchhiker. 

■ Europress are to launch a 
new magazine in September 
called Shareware Shopper. 
Retailing at £1.50, with no 
cover disk, the magazine will 
be edited by Gabriel Jacobs. 

■ Recently doing the rounds of 
many P.D. libraries (and indeed 
being reviewed in the P.D. 
pages in less scrupulous maga- 
zines), Joust, from Atari turns 
out not to be PD at all. This 
somewhat old, but perfectly 
formed, arcade conversion is 
most certainly not in the Public 
Domain. 



C Adventure Toolkit 



From the South West Software Library 
comes the C Adventure Toolkit (CAT). This 
is a comprehensive adventure game gener- 
ator with a difference. 

Using CAT you design your adventure 
using a simple, though comprehensive, 
programming language. All of the com- 
mands are English-like, which makes the 
adventures simple to follow and amend. 

A program is provided which reads in the 
source files you create, combines some 
default files, and outputs a number of C 
source files. These C files can then be 
taken and compiled using your favourite C 
compiler. 

The system is set up to allow the use of 
either MWC or Sozobon C, though other 
variations should be easily accommodated 
as instructions are provided. The disk even 
contains two versions of the program - one 
for the ST and another for the PC - so if you 
create any adventures they can be run on 
either machine! 

The major advantage of a system such 
as this is the flexibility of the approach. If 
you are a competent C programmer, you 
can quite easily add to the final program. 



Sren I'n going to create tno vases, The first Is a 'fragile vase', the second 
is a broken vise. The fragile vase mil start off being carried by 
Sinon, If this vase is dropped, it Hill be replaced xitfr the broken one. 
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The adventure is designed using a simple-to- 
learn language 

For example, if you decided you wanted 
Midi tunes to play during the adventure, or 
you wished to include samples, it would be 
a fairly simple exercise writing a small C 
module to handle it and include it in your 
adventure. 

The documentation and example pro- 
grams provided are extremely well pro- 
duced, and fairly easy to follow. That said, I 
would not recommend this package to the 
novice, as you will obviously have to be 
able to handle your C compiler before 
being able to produce anything of your 
own. CAT is on disk 1612 



PageStream Font Editor 

From Caledonia Public Domain Library comes disk DTP- 
012. My first thought was that it could not possibly be 
shareware but, on printing out the 21 pages of documen- 
tation (in PageStream format), I found it to be true. 

Soft Logik Publishing Corporation have released ver- 
sion 0.8 of their Font editor as shareware. For a registra- 
tion fee of $25 you get a printed manual, technical sup- 
port and (hopefully) version 1 .0 of the software. 

As it stands the software is workable. A couple of fea- 
tures (such as UNDO) are disabled, but all the major fea- 
tures are available. The manual is very basic, but gives 
enough information to get you designing your own fonts quite quickly. The editor allows both 
bitmap and outline fonts to be edited, as well as the Font Metric file, which contains informa- 
tion about kerning pairs, character widths and the font name. 



The outline font editor is compre- 
hensive, and easy to use. 
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The main menu of Kosmic II - nearly as 
psychedelic as the pictures it creates! 

Kosmic II 

If you want to create stunning pictures but 
you don't have an artistic bone in your 
body then Kosmic 2 could be the program 
for you! Written by Dave Henniker, and 
available on Floppyshop ST disk number 
ART 47C, the program requires 1Mb of 
memory (or more). 

The program is shareware, in that it is 
"suggested" that you send £5.00 to the 
author to encourage him to release 
updates. The incentive (if updates to the 
software isn't enough) is that you will 
receive the STOS Basic source code to the 
program and some original art done with 
CVidi-ST and Deluxe Paint. 

Some art is also included on the disk in 
Tiny format, with a viewer program. 

To quote from the documentation "The 
purpose of the program is to create 
psychedelic patterns which can be saved 
to disk. No drawing skills are needed..." 

That just about sums it up. The software 
is fairly psychedelic in itself, with a super 
loading screen and some great samples. 

The main screen is split into eight 
columns. The first two contain all the major 
drawing effects. These include Moire pat- 
terns, spiral circles, and what I can only 
describe as a Crowd of Smileys! Many of 
the effects have parameters which can be 
set by clicking on the third column. 

Columns four and five control the load- 
ing and saving of pictures, colour cycling 
etc and also allow you to define a clip area, 
which will then become the only area to be 
affected by the drawing tools. The final two 
columns define the various palettes which 
can be used. There are several pre-set 
palettes or you can design your own. 

The program is very easy to get into, and 
some great effects can be produced with 
the minimum of effort. That said, there is an 
awful lot to the program. There are many 
parameters which can be set which will 
effect the outcome of the various drawing 
tools. 

Luckily there are several help screens 
within the program, but the best way to 
learn, I found, was to play with the pro- 
gram. This is one of the few non-games 
programs which get you saying "Well, just 
one more go!" 




This is the type of result you can expect in 
a few minutes 



Hypnotic Land 

It's always a good feeling when you find a 
unique game among the run-of-the-mill 
clones, and Hypnotic Land is nothing if not 
unique. This game is Licenceware from Good- 
mans International. 

The game is written by Doriano Beneglia in 
STOS. The name may give you some hint as 
to the country of its origin. If not the loading 
screen is a complete giveaway. Following the 
instruction to "Premi Spazio" to continue while 
a pleasant tracker tune plays, begins the 
game. 

The game screen looks a lot like the screen 
from Klax. Instead of coloured tiles, different 
coloured balls appear at the far end of the 
playfield, and roll toward the front of the 
screen. 

A coloured jug hangs at the front of the 
screen ready to catch the balls as they fall 
over the edge. It will 
only catch balls the 
same colour as itself - 
you lose a life for every 
incorrect coloured ball 
caught. Lives are also 
lost if a ball of the same 
colour as the jug is not 
caught. 

To move the balls 
from one column to the 
next, the mouse can be 
positioned over one of 
the squares on the 
playsurface. Clicking 
once positions a right-facing arrow which will 
move any ball, hitting it one place to the right. 

Clicking on the same square again 
replaces the arrow with one facing to the left. 
A third click removes the arrow. Each horizon- 
tal row of the board can contain only one 
arrow. Moving a ball off the right or left of the 
playing area makes it appear on the other 
side, rather than falling off the edge, so a ball 




I keep on telling it - my name isn't Ben! 



Oops - another life lost and that Octopus is 
creeping up on me again... 

only ever has to move two columns to get to 
its jug. 

The game takes a little getting used to, but 
it's more than worth the effort. Each game 
gives you three lives, though you are given 
the option of starting again from the same 
screen when you lose all three. Completing a 
level, you are greeted with a digitized voice 
saying "Ben Fatto Amico", which is a little 
offensive if you 
ask me! The 
game plunges 
on, getting 

more difficult on 
each level. 

More jugs are 
added, making 
the job of jug- 
gling the balls 
difficult enough, 
then an octopus 
appears, roam- 
ing round the 
screen making 
your balls explode (no comment - Ed). 

You can shoot the octopus, using the right 
mouse button, but unfortunately this only buts 
him out of the picture for a short while. Later 
levels include other opposition, just in case 
you were finding it all too easy! 

Overall, a highly recommended game, 
though an English translation would have 
been nice. 




Well Mystic! 
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Game 1 1 8 from the East Midland Public Domain 
Library contains the latest version of Mystic 
Well, a shareware release from Jim Todd of Ore- 
gon. The game is very much in the style of Dun- 
geon Master, and is very nearly as good! 

The only thing that lets it down are the 
instructions. These are updated from an earlier, 
joystick controlled version, and do not make the 
operations clear. 

You can take the part of a Wizard, a Rogue, a 
Priest or a Fighter, who have their individual strengths and weaknesses. The game starts with 
you in a garden, and it is worthwhile exploring very carefully before entering the Mystic Mir- 
ror. There appear to be no sound effects at all in this version. Also, although the instructions 
do say that two players can play together, I could not find out how to achieve this. The save 
game option is disabled, but registration (for $10) will get you the fully working version (and 
hopefully full documentation!). All in all, well worth a look. 



Searching the garden is a good idea before 
entering the Mystic Mirror*** 




Special thanks this month to the following Public 
Domain Libraries: 

Caledonia PDL 250 Oldtown Road, Hilton, Inverness 
IV2 4PT. Tel. 0463 225736 

East Midlands P.D.L. 54 Watnall Road, Hucknall, Not- 
tingham, NG15 7LE. Tel. 0602 630071 

Floppyshop 45 Provost Graham Avenue, Hazlehead, 
Aberdeen AB1 8HB. Tel: 0224 312756 

Goodman Enterprises 16 Conrad Close, Meir Hay Est. 
Longton, Stoke-on-Trent ST3 1SW. Tel: 0782 335650 

The South West Software Library 

PO Box 562, Wimborne, Dorset, BH21 2Y 
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'AMAZING OFFERS ON 3-5" DSDD DISKS^ 

25 DSDD 135 tpi 11.95 

50 DSDD 135 tpi 21.95 

75 DSDD 135 tpi 31.95 

100 DSDD 135 tpi 37.95 

ALL DISKS SUPPLIED WITH LABELS AND ARE 100% ERROR FREE 2 FOR 1 GUARANTEE 



RAINBOW DISKS 

(RED, GREEN, YELLOW, ORANGE, BLACK, WHITE COLOURS AND 
QTYS OF YOUR CHOICE) 



3.5" DSDD DISKS 

25 DSDD 13.75 

50 DSDD 26.45 

100 DSDD 44.95 

200 DSDD 84.95 



5.25" DSDD DISKS 

25 DSDD 10.45 

50 DSDD 18.95 

100 DSDD 34.95 

200 DSDD 67.95 



(ALL DISKS 100% ERROR FREE AND 
ARE SUPPLIED WITH ENV./LABELS) 



GENUINE SONY 
3.5" DSDD BULK DISKETTES 

25 12.45 200 79.95 

50 22.95 500 179.95 

100 41.95 1000 339.95 

(ALL DISKS 100% ERROR FREE AND 
ARE SUPPLIED WITH ENV./LABELS) 



3.5" HIGH DENSITY DISKS 

10 9.95 

25 23.75 

50 39.95 

100 59.95 

(ALL DISKS 100% ERROR FREE 
INCLUDES LABELS) 



JOYSTICKS 

COMPETITION PRO 10.95 

COMP. PRO EXTRA 12.95 

ZIP STICK AUTOFIRE 12.95 

PYTHON ONE 9.95 

(MANY MORE AVAILABLE 
PHONE FOR DETAILS) 



RIBBONS 

WE STOCK A RANGE 

OF RIBBONS FOR 

MANY MACHINES 

PHONE FOR A QUOTE 



5.25" DISKS 

DSDD DSHD 

9.95 18.95 

13.95 21.95 

24.95 36.95 



QTY. 

30 

50 

100 

200 46.95 68.95 

(ALL DISKS 100% ERROR FREE INCLUDES ENV./LABELS) 



THIS WEEKS 

SPECIALS 



ikik OFFER 1 && 

200 3.5" DSDD + 

2 1 00 CAP BOXES 

28r9t 67.95 

&3r OFFER 2 & ■>< 

NAKSHA MOUSE + 

MAT AND POCKET 

3*35 22.95 

X* OFFER 3 Zik 

CUMANA EXT.DRIVE 

PLUS 51 2K RAM EXP. 

WITH CLOCK 

32<9u 84.95 

>V A OFFER 4 ik* 

CUMANA EXT.DRIVE 

PLUS XCOPY PRO 

94^tj 89.95 

» OFFER 5 >V .V 

ACCESSORY PACK 

MOUSE MAT 

MOUSE POCKET 

DISK CLEANING KIT 

DUST COVER 

3SG 7.99 



GENE 




2^ 

2.50 


QUALIT 

ATARI D 
MOUSE 
AMIGA [ 
3.5" CLE 


('MOUSE MAT 


UST COVER 


3.95 


POCKETS 


1.50 


)UST COVER 


3.95 


ANINfi KIT 


1.95 


2 PIECE PRINTER STAND 
5.25" CLEANING KIT 


5.95 
1.95 


MONITOR STAND 


12.95 




BANX BOX 

HOLDS 90 3.5" DISKS 

CAN BE STACKED 
ORiZONTALLY AND VERTICALLY 

..8.50 

3+ 8.00 

'.50 



POSSO BOX 

HOLDS 150 3.5" 
OR 70 5.25" DISKS 

CAN BE STACKED 

HORIZONTALLY AND 

VERTICALLY 

ONLY 15.95 



DISK 
STORA 


l 


3.5" 100 CAPACITY 5.95 

3.5" 80 CAPACITY 5.45 

3.5" 50 CAPACITY 4.95 

3.5" 40 CAPACITY 4.45 

5.25" 100 CAPACITY 5.95 
5.25" 50 CAPACITY 4.95 

DEDUCT £1. 00 FROM 

BOX PRICE IF 
PURCHASING DISKS 






5.25" OR 3.5" 10 
CAP BOXES 

5 FOR 4.50 
10 FOR 7.50 




MIGA 512k RAM 
EXPANSION 
BOARD 

with clock 

only 29.95 
ithout clock 

ONLY 26.95 



CUMANA 

external drive 
only 59.95 



DATEL 

ACTION REPLAY II 

ONLY 57.95 
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WE ONLY SELL HIGH QUALITY DISKETTES, OUR 3.5" DISKETTES ARE MADE BY K.A.O. AND OUR 5.25" 
DISKETTES ARE MADE BY ATHANA. WE DO NOT SELL SUB-STANDARD DISKETTES FROM THE FAR EAST. 



MlHlOLI^ LD)[]LF3[HOTr 



BY RHONE 



13 Y POST 

COMPUTER SUPPLIES LTD, 

Dept. STU, UNIT 3, 

RAILWAY ENT. CENTRE, 

SHELTON NEW ROAD, 

STOKE ON TRENT. 

ST4 7SH 



n\r FAX 



g| ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT. £3.35 P & P PER ORDER. £9.00 NEXT DAY (UK MAINLAND ONLY) 
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ATARI STE PACKS 



ALL ATARI ST PRICES INCLUDE VAT AND UK DELIVERY. ALL PRODUCTS CARRY A FULL 

12 MONTH WARRANTY. PLEASE RING US BEFORE ORDERING TO CHECK STOCKS AND 512k 

CURRENT PRICES. ■— »m 



Imb 



2mb 



ATARI STE STANDARD PACK, consists of the computer with 

mouse, tv lead, manual and all connecting leads etc. The Standard Pack is supplied 

with NO software. 

ATARI STE DISCOVERY 1. consists of the Standard Pack and 

STOS. First Basic, NeoChrome and 4 games (Carrier Command, Space Harrier, 

Outrun, Bomb Jack) 

ATARI STE DISCOVERY 2. consists of the Standard Pack and 

First Basic, ST Tour, NeoChrome and 4 games (Dragons Breath, Super Cycle, 

Indiana Jones, Anarchy) 

ATARI STE TENSTAR. consists of Standard Pack and Asterix, 
Chess Player 2150. Driving Force, Live ♦ Let Die, Onslaught Pipemania, Ftick 
Dangerous, Rock n Roll. Squeek and Trivial Pursuit I 

ATARI STE POWER, consists of Standard Pack and 20 top selling 
arcade games (for individual game titles see the black box on the bottom left of 
this page). 

ATARI STE TURBO, consists of Standard Pack and STOS, 
Hyperpaint U. Music Maker 1, First Basic and 8 games (Indiana Jones, Dragons 
Breath. Blood Money. Impossible Mission II HKM. Anarchy. Outrun and Supercycle). 

ATARI STE CURRICULUM, consists of Standard Pack and also 
3 levels of educational software (from 5 yrs to 50 yrs !!!). a word processor, a 
spreadsheet a database, HyperPaint and Music Maker II software. 



£289.00 £319.00 £349.00 

£299.00 £329.00 £359.00 

£299.00 £329.00 £359.00 

£309.00 £339.00 £369.00 

£309.00 £339.00 £369.00 

£309.00 £339.00 £369.00 

£319.00 £349.00 £379. OO 



4mb 

£429.00 
£439.00 
£439.00 
£449.00 
£449.00 
£449.00 
£459.00 



ST Accessories 



SM124 Mono Monitor £109.99 

Megafile 30 Hard Disk £399.00 

Megafile 60 Hard Disk £529.95 

External 3.5" Disk Drive E69.00 

Golden Image Hand Scanner £169.00 

Forget-Me-Clock I £19.95 

ST Monitor Switch Box £14.95 

STE Stereo scart lead £12.99 

STFM scart lead £12.99 

STE Stereo MKI 8833 lead £12.99 

STFM MK1I 8833 lead £12.99 
Joystick/Mouse extension lead £4.99 

Replacement Mouse lead £3.95 

Standard Parallel lead £5.95 

Internal PSU for STFM/E £100.00 

Replacement ST keyboard £100.00 

Mouse Mat £3.50 

2 x Midi cables £6.99 

13 pin din plug (ST monitor) £2.00 



protar 

Hard Disks 



We are now official stockists of the latest 
in high quality / low price ST hard disk 
drives from Protar. All Protar hard disk 
drives come with a full 12 month 
REPLACEMENT warranty (no lengthy 
repairs!!), a DMA through port, device 
number switching and Protar hard disk 
drives are the only manufacturer with 
the ATARI COMPATIBILITY seal ot 
approval 

Progate 20Mb Hard Disk £346.24 

Progate 40Mb Hard Disk £399.50 

Progate 40Mb with Cache £470.00 

Progate 44Mb Removable £61100 

Progate 60Mb Hard Disk £493.50 

Progate 60Mb Tape Streamer £58163 

Progate 80Mb Hard Disk £58163 

Progate 80Mb with Cache £628.63 

Progate 150Mb Tape Streamer £793.13 

Progate 160Mb with Cache £1234.52 

Progate 440Mb with Cache £1994.41 



PRINTERS 

All of our printers come with a parallel cable to suit Atari ST, Amiga 
and all standard PC etc (other cables available at extra cost - ask for 
detailsX All printers carry a full 12 months warranty. We only sell 
genuine UK stock - we do not offer inferior "grey imports". 




SPECIAL OFFERS For a limited period only we are offering a 
CITIZEN PRINTER STARTER PACK with all Citizen printers. The 
pack comprises of : 3.5" disk full of printer drivers for the ST Amiga 
& PC; 200 sheets of fanfold tractor feed paper 200 fanfold tractor 
feed address labels; 5 tractor feed envelopes all for only £12.99 on 
top of the price of the printer 

Citizen 120D * (9-pin. 144 cps draft. 30 cps NLQ) £139.00 

Citizen Swift 9 (9-pin. 192 cps draft 48 cps NLQ) £199.00 

Citizen 124D (24-pin. 144 cps draft 48 cps LO) £209.00 

Citizen Swift 24 (24-pin. 192 cps draft 64 cps LQ) £299.00 

Citizen Swift 24X (24-pin. 15" carriage version of Swift24) £399.00 



.IL 



ftl 



Star LC10 Mono (9-pin. 144 cps draft. 34 cps NLQ) 
Star LC200 Colour (9-pin. 180 cps draft 45 cps NLQ) 
Star LC24-10 Mono (24-pin. 180 cps draft. 60 cps LQ) 
Star LC24-200 Mono (24-pin. 200 cps draft 67 cps LQ) 
Star LC24-200 Colour (24-pin. 200 cps draft 67 cps LQ) 
Star XB24-10 Mono (24-pin Professional Series) 
Star XB24-15 Mono (24-pin 15" version of XB24-10) 



£155.00 
£220.00 

£215.00 
£260.00 
£295.00 
£475.00 
£600.00 



Other Printers 



Canon BJ10E Bubble Jet (ink jet portable and compact) £289.00 
Hewlett Packard Desk Jet 500 (ink jet 3 pages per minute) £459.00 
Panasonic KXP 1124i (24-pin, improved version of KXP 1124) £279.00 



OUR TELESALES LINES 

ARE MANNED BY TRAINED 

STAFF AND NOW 

OPEN 7 
DAYS A 
WEEK!! 

REMEMBER, WE ARE OPEN 
FROM 10.00 AM TILL 12.00 
MIDNIGHT EVERY DAY!! 



STE Ram Kits 



DIY 1 - 512k upgrade £29.99 

DIY 2 - 2mb upgrade £89.00 

DIY 4 - 4mb upgrade £159.00 | 

All STE Ram Kits come with instructions 

and DO NOT require soldering in most 

machines. Call now to check your 

configuration (i.e. SIMMS or SPPSl 



Philips 8833 = 
Colour Monitor 



The Philips 8833 Mkll is the perfect 
colour monitor for all Atari ST I 
computers. With its stereo sound 
and super picture quality it really I 
shows off the full capabilities of the I 
STE The Philips 8833 Mkll also] 
comes with 12 months on site \ 
warranty FREE?. 

8833 with STFM cable £249.99 

8833 with STE cable £249.99 



Or even better .... ^* 



We are proud to announce the 
introduction to §ur range of the new 
VISTO colour monitor The VISTO 
C14M made under official UK 
licence from Philips themselves, is 
identical in every respect to the 
Philips 8833 Mkll including all inputs I 
and outputs. But VISTO have 
enhanced the looks of the monitor 
by replacing the case with a new 
upgraded better looking version. Thel 
VISTO CUM has a no quibble 12 
month replacement warranty and 
comes free with cables for all 
Amigas and all Atari STs. 

visTO ci4M- £248.00 



IF YOU WISH TO PLACE AN ORDER THEN PLEASE SEND YOUR CHEQUES. 
BANKERS DRAFTS. POSTAL ORDERS. CASH ETC. TO . 

BEST PRICES (VERT STV) UNIT A GRATTON PLACE, 



HES23H 



WORTHING, WEST SUSSEX. BN11 1QX 

OR USE YOUR ACCESS OR VISA AND RING OUR 

TELESALES ORDER HOTLINE AT ANYTIME BETWEEN 

10.00 AM AND 12.00 MIDNIGHT, MONDAY TO SUNDAY. 

AND SPEAK TO ONE OF OUR FULLY TRAINED STAFFON : 

109031 700714 

All prices include 17.5% VAT and free UK delivery Average 4 -5 days) unless otherwise stated. All prices / specifications / special I 

offers are subject to change without notice. Goods usually despatched same day when cleared payment is received before 

2pm. Personal cheque clearance takes 7 days Please make cheques/PC's out to BEST PRICES. Mail order only. No callers please. 

ADD £7M INC VAT FOR NEXT WORKING DAY UK DELIVERY FOR ORDERS PLACED BEFORE 2 PM 
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Best for service 



Panasonic 

KXP1081 £145.00 

KXP1180 £149.23 

KXP1123* £185.65 

KXP1124i* £252.63 

prices inc VAT, cable & paper 
* 24 pin printers 



Atari STE's 

with discovery xtra software 

520 512k ram £289.00 

520 1M ram £319.00 

520 2M ram £349.00 

520 4M ram £429.00 



Atari SC1 224 

with ST cable 
£265.00 (£225.53 + VAT) 



Philips CM8833 Mk2 

with cable 
£225.00 (£191.49 + VAT) 



Atari SM1 24 

with ST cable 
£119.00 (£101.28 + VAT) 



ST SIMMS 

Inc. VAT 

0.5 Simm Ram upgrade £29.00 

0.5-2M Simm Ram upgrade £89.00 

0.5-4M Simm Ram upgrade ...£169.00 



Accessories 

Inc. VAT 

Joystick/Mouse extension £4.70 

4 Player Adaptor £5.88 

ST Dust Covers £4.70 

ST to ST Serial lead £10.95 

ST Mono Monitor lead £7.97 

STFM to various Scarts monitors £10.95 

STE to various Scads monitors £10.95 

ST Monitor plug to free end £9.50 

ST Printer lead £6.99 

Mouse Pocket £2.95 

Mouse Mat (thick soft type) £4.95 

Naksha Mouse £21.50 

Squick mouse £14.50 

Full range of Joysticks £2.99 to £17.95 



Software etc. 

Inc. VAT 

ST Basic Tutorial Book £4.60 

Flight Simulator II £29.95 

1st Word Plus £55.00 

Neo Desk 3 £28.00 

Hyper Paint £8.95 

Superbase Personal £45.00 

Personal Finance Manager £24.90 

Timeworks DTP by GST £69.00 

Flexidump LC10 Colour £28.00 

Atari ST Basic £4.80 

Write On by Compo £45.00 

First Basic by Hisoft £9.95 



Phone for ST Software catalogue. 
Many titles inc. Educational. 



Star 



LC10 

LC200 

LC2410 

LC24200 

LC24200COI 



£149.00 
£199.00 
£188.00 
£244.40 
£299.00 



prices inc VAT, cable & paper 



Printer Dust Covers 

Most types in stock 
from £4.70 inc VAT 



Deskjet 500 

H.P. 300dpi Inkjet printer 
3 year warrantee 

£386.58 

(£329.00 + VAT) 



Swift 24 

2 year warrantee 

£245.00 inc VAT 

Colour kit with printer £24.00 



Citizen 120D+ 

with cable and paper 
£128.00 (£108.94 + VAT) 



Canon BJ10e 

360dpi Ink jet with cable & paper 
£233.83 inc VAT 



Cumana CSA354 

External 1 Mb Drive 
£69.90 (£59.49 + VAT) 



1Mb Drive Internal 

£58.75 (£50.00 + VAT) 



DISKETTES 

SONY branded 

(1 00% certified error free) 

Inc. VAT 

10 3.5" DS/DD 135 tpi £7.50 

50 3.5" DS/DD 135 tpi £32.30 

100 3.5" DS/DD 135 tpi £59.93 

1 k 3.5" DS/DD 135 tpi £540.50 



DISKETTES 

(lifetime warranty) SONY bulk 

(1 00% certified error free) 

Inc. VAT 

10 3.5" DS/DD 135 tpi £5.95 

50 3.5" DS/DD 135 tpi £19.80 

100 3.5" DS/DD 135 tpi £37.95 

250 3.5" DS/DD 135 tpi £82.25 

1k 3.5" DS/DD 135 tpi £309.03 

50 x 3.5" Disk Box with lock £5.99 

100 x 3.5" Disk Box with lock £7.50 



Phone for our 40 page catalogue 
EDUCATIONAL AND GOVERNMENT ORDERS WELCOME 

All products have a 30 day money back & 12 month warranty. 

Prices subject to variation without prior notification. 

Established 6 years. We are closed Saturday afternoons. 

Free parking. 2 minutes from M27 Junction 1 1 . 

Postage 94p (80p + VAT) Securicor £7.05 (£6.00 + VAT). 

ST/U Dept 

40-42 West Street, 

Portchester, Hants. 

P016 9UW 

Tel: 0705 325354 



UleSerue 

Larger items delivered 
by Securicor 



Moriarty Software Presents 



An Atari high res monitor for £19.95! 



Well not quite. But the Moriarty Monulator will turn any colour TV 

or monitor into a genuine monochrome monitor capable of 

displaying all 256,000 high resolution pixels! 



More than just a monochrome emulator 



The Monulator is packed with useful features: 

• Special screen modes for 640 x 400 pixel accuracy 

• Extremely fast operation with crisper text display 

• Desk accessory control with too many options to list! 

• STE compatible • Fully illustrated user manual 

Don't buy a high resolution monitor until you've seen the Monulator! 

Stamped addressed envelope for more details 
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SOFTWARE 



MORIARTY SOFTWARE • 55 BURNS ROAD 

• POUND HILL • CRAWLEY • WEST SUSSEX 

• RH1 3AT • TEL: (0293) 53921 5 



520 ST MEMORY UPGRADES 



512K UPGRADE TO 1MB FOR 520ST(FM)(E) MACHINES AT ONLY 

£50.00 

Includes FITTING (no more DIY), RETURN POSTAGE (no hidden extras) 

and a 3 MONTH WARRANTY against Defective Parts and Workmanship. 

RING TO BOOK YOUR MACHINE IN NOW . . . 

Double upgrade l/2mb Ram plus lmeg Disc drive fitted for only £100 
EXPRESS COURIER DELIVERY available for £5 extra 



SEPTEMBER SPECIAL 

SUPERCHARGER V1.4 Multitasking EXTERNAL PC emulator, V30 based complete 

with 1Mb ram and MSdos ver 4. Simply connects to the D.MA. port with its own 

power supply. STE compatible. Few left at ONLY £170 including P/P 



ALTERNATIVE SOLUTIONS 

37 CROSSALL STREET, MACCLESFIELD, CHESHIRE, SK11 6QF 
TEL 0625 503448 8.30am to 6.00pm Mon. to Sat. 
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Feed Your ST! 



MEMORY UPGRADES 



STE KITS 

SIMM OR SIP TYPE 
512KTO1024K 



2 MEGABYTE 



4 MEGABYTE 



NORMAL 
PRICE 



£22.00 



£82.75 



£158.25 



WITH 512K 
TRADE IN 



£72.75 



£148.25 



All above kits have optional free lifting and come complete with illustrated instruction booklet. 2 and 4 Megabyte kits" 
come c/w Free multitasking software 




STF (M) KITS 

Solder In 1Mb Upgrade 
1 Megabyte board Expands to 2.5Mb 
2.5 Megabyte Plug In Upgrade 
4 Megabyte Plug in Upgrade 



Price 

£30.00 

£60.00 

£125.00 

£225.00 



EMULATORS 



PC EMULATORS 

PC SPEED hardware emulator for ST. Runs 4 times faster 
than standard PC. Full I/O compatibility Supplied 

Fitted 
AT SPEED 16MHZ 286 Processor Norton 8.3 Supplied 

Fitted 
Spectre GCR MAC Emulator (Including ROMs) Supplied 



£90.00 
£120.00 
£220.00 
£245.00 
£320.00 



CHIPS Etc. 



16x256x1 Dram Chips 

16 x 1 Mb x 1 Dram Chips for upgrading TCT and Frontier Boards 



£24.00 
£75.00 



DISK DRIVES 



Internal Double sided drive upgrade 

with spacers Supplied 

40 Mb Hard Drive with DMA Out, internal PSU, 

17mS access time. Quiet running. 



£47.00 
£320.00 



All goods carry a 14 day returned-as-new money back guarantee. All memory 
upgrades carry a 2 year warranty against faulty manufacture. 



HOW TO ORDER 



Prices include VAT. 

Add £1 .50 P&P to orders 

under £5. 

Please call before 

sending your computer 



——Telephone orders and enquiries welcome on: 081-777 075^ 
Eij Please make cheques/postal orders payable to: 

HCS 35 Hartland Way, Shirley, Croydon, CRO 8RJ 

Goods normally despatched within 2 days of receipt. FT"] 
Trade-in paid as a refund E&OE Umn 
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• Disks £1 to £1 .50 • 

• Same day service, quality virus free disks • 

• P&P FREE on orders over £5.00 (50p otherwise) • 

Here are just a few disks from our comprehensive catalogue (£1 .50 each): 



H.68 MAKE MONEY WITH VOUR MICRO: Gel rich quick? S/S 

D.236 ELECTRA: Very good multi-screen demo from Sweden. D/S 

D.253 DOUBLE DOOZER: Super mega-demo from Chaos of Manchester. D/S 

D.216 FISH 'N' CHIPS: A mega-demo from Sewersoft. D/S 

D.195 EUROPEAN DEMO: Europe's top demo writers on two D/S disks (£3.00) 

D.189 SYNTAX TERROR: Excellent multi-screen demo with two super games. D/S 

G.115 MYSTIC WELL: Excellent 'Dungeonmaster type game from the Slates. S/S 

G.119 NAPOLEON: Strategy wargame from Germany. Similar to 'Risk'. S/S 

G.53 STUMPED: Cricket simulation wilh all the major rules catered for. S/S 

G.77 CHAOS STRIKES BACK: Ten new dungeons on two disks. (Original game needed to play.) (£3.00) S/S 

G.96 PORK I: Hilarious parody of the famous 'Zork' advenfure. S/S 

G.5 MORIA: Huge and complex fantasy role-playing game. D/S 

G.122 SHOOT 'EM UP BUILDER KIT: Program your own shoot 'em ups! D/S 

A.30 FULL SCREEN KIT: Display your pictures in stunning full screen format. D/S 

M.33 TECHNICAL MANUAL: 4 manuals on one disk: GEM, GEMDOS, BIOS and engineering hardware 

Specs. S/S 

P.19 GFAXPERT: Huge 'help' text file and routines for GFA BASIC. D/S 

S.44 AUDIO SCULPTURE: Excellent .MOD file player (Stereo on STE). Best with 1 meg. D/S 

S.52 WILD BOYS DIGI-SYNTH 4: Nine .MOD files with a player. D/S 

S.49 AMIGA MODS 3: 5 MOD files hacked from the Amiga by M.U.G. UK. D/S 

U.14 HITCH-HIKERS PD UTILITY DISK: Disk full of excellent utilities by Stuart Coates. D/S 

X.15 THE AWE CHASM: Adult adventure. Orders must be endorsed 'Over 18'. S/S 

P.16 C ADVENTURE TOOLKIT: Write your own adventures with ease! S/S 

A FEW OF THE DISK FROM OUR BUDGET COLLECTION (Only E1.00 each!) 

B.14 ROBOTZ: The best P.O. shoot 'em up to date. S/S 

B.21 PICTURE CONCENTRATION: Childrens recognition and matching game. S/S 

B.19 VIDEO POKER: As close to the Casino game as possible. S/S 

B.16 DUNGEON!: A humorous fantasy adventure to set you chuckling. S/S 

B.23 TENNIS: Centre Court Action. S/S 

B.15 ROLL 'N' NUDGE: A working fruit machine. S/S 



For a FREE copy of our latest, user friendly, catalogue disk just send a blank disk and s.s.a.e. to the 

address above and we'll send you one by return complete with a couple of FREE games, a slideshow, 

and the top rated UNVERSAL PICTURES DEMO. Alternately send £1 .00 and we'll send you the same 

catalogue and free programs on one of our disks. 

Don't be put off if you've experienced the poor catalogue disks most other P.D. libraries use. Ours is 

different, you'll be impressed. So try it! (Please quote STU3). 

The catalogue (without the freebies) can be downloaded from the Sherwood Forest BBS on 0602 397113. 



Box 17 

Coulby Newham 
Middlesbrough 
Cleveland 
TS8 9YW 



Access/Visa 

Tel: 0642 595182 

Cheques payable 

to Games H.Q. 



• PLEASE PHONE IF YOUR 
REQUIREMENTS ARE NOT LISTED 



CUSTOMERS WORLDWIDE ARE FINDING WE ARE THE ONES TO DEAL fc^g 
WITH FOR QUALITY AND SERVICE I— 3 



• FREE 1ST CLASS DELIVERY ON ALL PURCHASES 



STRATEGY GAMES 



FRONTLINE 17.95 

OVERLORD 14.95 

ANCIENT BATTLES 17.95 

VULCAN 14.95 

BORODINO 18.95 

EAST VS WEST 19.95 

U. M.S. II 23.95 

TANK ATTACK 8.99 



DEGAS ELITE 18.95 

ART DIRECTOR PHONE 

FILM DIRECTOR 44.95 

CYBER PAINT V2 39.95 



SIMULATORS 



F19 ST FIGHTER 23.95 

F29 RETALIATOR 19.95 

LANCASTER 14.95 

GUNSHIP 19.95 



LEISURE 



STELLAR CRUSADE 27.95 

RICK DANG II 18.95 

LEMMINGS 18.95 

ROBOCOPII 19.95 

MIDWINTER 21.95 

THEKRISTAL 14.95 

GOLDEN AXE 19.95 

STARBLADE 19.95 

TURRICAN 16.95 

THUNDERBIRDS 7.95 

WINDWALKER 19.95 

GHOULS & GHOSTS 16.95 

TWIN WORLD 19.95 

CAPTIVE 19.95 

DEATHTRAP 19.95 

LOTUS TURBO CHAL 17.95 



UTILITIES 



MAILSHOTPLUS 33.95 

SYSTEM 3 34.95 

HOME ACCOUNTS 19.95 



WORD PROCESSING 



PROTEXT V4.2 69.95 1st WORD PLUS 64.95 



ATARI & AMIGA COMPUTER PACKS 



ATARI 520 STE DISCOVERY XTRA 309.95 

ATARI 1040 STE FAMILY CURRICULUM 369.95 

AMIGA 500 STAND ALONE PACK 319.95 




50DSDD£18.2 



Double Sided Double Density with Labels 


Quantity Price 


Quantity Price 


10 £4.30 


80 £27.60 


20 £7.80 


100 £32.90 


25 £9.95 


120 £39.40 


30 £11.50 


150 £48.95 


35 £12.95 


200 £61.95 


40 £14.25 


300 £91.90 


45 £16.00 


400 £119.90 


50 £18.25 


500 £149.75 


Full No Quibble Replacement Guarantee 


BOXES (with keys, labels, dividers) 


10 


40 


50 


80 


100 


120 


0.94 


4.95 


5.60 


6.30 


6.80 


8.75 



SDD £32,90 Armour-Geddon £15.75 Lemmings £1 5.75 



LATEST GAMES 



Brat £15.96 

Chuck Rock £15.96 

Cyberconlll £15.96 

Eye of the Beholder ...£18.95 

Gods £15.96 

Heroquest £15.96 

Killing Cloud £15.96 

Mega Traveller I £18.95 

Monkey Island £15.96 

Nam £18.96 



PGA Tour Golf £15.96 

Powermonger £1 8.95 

Railroad Tycoon £21 .86 

Speedball2 £15.96 

Supercars2 £15.96 

Super Monaco GP £15.96 

SWIV £15.96 

Turrican II £15.96 

Viz £15.75 

Wonderland £18.95 



Orders accepted for any games not listed above 



Canon BJ10e Bubble Jet Printer £259.95 

Canon BJ10e Bubble Jet Ink Cartridge £18.25 

Cumana CSA354 3.5" External Drive £64.95 



All prices include Postage & V.A.T. and are i 



Credit Card Orders (9am-1 0pm 7 Days) 



071 608 0624 



Cheques/Postal Orders to: 

DataGEM Limited, Dept STU, 23 Pitfield St, London N1 6HB. 

Showroom open Monday-Friday 1 0am-6pm, Exit 2 Old St Tube. 
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Once again Mo Warden presents a superb 
exhibition of readers' masterpieces 




KEEP ON TRUCKIN' 

C Vincenti, Newton Abbot, Devon. 

Two of the damaged screens were by Mr 
Vincenti: his classic pink Cadillac and the 
attractive blue number-plate. I've also 
included his pick-up truck. 

All of his images were produced on 
Neochrome. He says: "The most time-con- 
suming picture of the three was the Cadillac. 
This took about fifteen hours to complete, 
whereas the American number-plate took 
only about four hours." Time well spent, Mr V. 
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BODY KIT. 



IF AT FIRST YOU 
DON'T SUCCEED... 

To make up for corrupting six of 
our readers' picture files in the 
June issue, here are some of them 
again (plus a few extra by the 
same artists) so everyone knows 
how good they should have been. 

Also I've managed to cram in 
more by other readers. We've 
another 25 quid Moneybox hand- 
out and another mini-comp so 
don't delay, send in your entries, 
queries and questions, screens 
and animations - anything you'd 
like to have printed. 

We can return a disk if you put 
in an sae, as long as you've used 
the old virus checker - infected 
disks go straight into the bin! 
Send your stuff to ArtBreak! Atari 
ST User, Europa House, Adlington 
Park, Macclesfield, SK10 4NP. 




CATS ON CANVAS 

Dave Watts, Muswell Hill, London. 

Dave writes that his picture is based on a 
photograph taken for Andrew Lloyd-Web- 
ber's London production of Cats. This is 
Grizabella the Glamour cat, on death's door, 
just before she sings the song Memories. 

He says that he chose this photo for the 
striking image in only a handful of colours. 
The screen was produced on the Canvas 
software. 



rmiifr £1sbb pim-ffp truck. 



HE EARNED HIS STRIPES 

Mark S. McDermott, Salford. 

Mark was our Moneybox winner in June for his "Train" screen. Now you 
can see why. He put a lot of work into the background of a simple, dark 
object with effective results. 

Also here is his "Zebra" picture; a well-drawn animal study. All of his 
work was produced on Degas Elite, and he tells me that these were his 
first attempts at computer art. 
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EGYPT AND OWLS 

Will Brooks, Feltwell, Norfolk. 

Will must have been most disappointed of all 
- his "Pharoah" picture was the worst 
affected. Here it is in all its bold colours, and 
also his "Owl", about which he says: "I drew 
the picture on Degas Elite. 

"Stage 1 . I drew the basic shape and used 
'mirror' to duplicate the left eye after drawing 
the right. 2. filled in body using 'stipple' and 
drew in feathers. 3. Filled tail feathers using 
gradient and dither fill modes. 4. Generally 
tidied up and filled in the feet. 5. Drew back- 
ground, fence and moon." 




SHIP SHAPE 

Michael Richardson, 
Chelmsford, Essex. 

Of all the screens printed in the June column, 
Michael's "Warship" fared the best, so I 
haven't re-printed it, but here's another of his 
called "Gundeck". This is the mess-deck of a 
ship of the line, with the gun-ports open and 
the ship rolling. 

The stages were 1. "Pencil" sketch. 2. 
Colour test. 3. Cannon placed, outline of first 
sailor, tables and ropes. Add hanging lamp to 
give the "vertical" position. 4. Sailor 
smartened up, ramrods drawn, bucket, shelf 
utensils added. 5. Draw more crew, outlining 
three more sailors. Recoil ropes drawn in. 6. 
Another sailor by the first gun, the sitting 
sailor gains a model ship to build. 

Michael used Degas Elite to produce his 
screen. 





MASTERING COLOURS... 

John Everett, Wolverhampton 

John sent us this beautiful stained-glass win- 
dow. He writes "I put this together on my STE 
using Neochrome Master (from the 
CoverDiskl). 

"I started by drawing the outline of half of 
the window, copying and flipping it to give 
the whole shape. Then 
I used 'draw' to put in 
the rose in the centre, 
again copying and mir- 
roring. 

"The rest of the lines 
I drew in quite quickly. 
Picking my palette 
took a long time, I 
wanted hot and cold 
colours with a bright 
centre. When I'd found 
some pleasing shades 
I filled the shapes from 
the centre out, taking 
care not to put the 
same colour in two adjacent blocks. 

"I anti-aliased it carefully by hand, using 
the next shade down to each colour to 
smooth off the stepping. Finally I picked a 
neutral tone (I'd left a spare slot) for the lead 
strips and wall around it. The whole picture 
took me about nine hours." 



MONOCHROME MERGE 

Christine Jones, Oxford 

Another zebra picture, this time from Chris- 
tine Jones. Over to the artist for her commen- 
tary. 

"I started this screen after finding an inter- 
esting picture of two zebra. Their stripes 
seemed to merge into each other in an 
unusual way so I exaggerated it. 

"I spent quite a long time copying a 
squared tracing onto a gridded screen, but 
then it was fairly quick because I filled in the 
white stripes, chose a palette of greys, cut 
the whole thing as a brush and used the 
smooth function in the FX menu a couple of 
times over itself. 

"Finally I tidied it up a bit by hand, adding 
some more intermediate grey dots where the 
lines still looked jagged and put in the eye 
shapes." 





BOARD WITH CHESS? 

Paul Hepworth, Bootle. 

Paul tells me that he worked on 
Degas Elite. He designed the 
board using "rays", distorted it to 
give an illusion of depth and 
coloured in alternate squares. 
Inverting a brush of the board he 
put in the reflections, then 
designed the chess pieces using 
Magnify before placing them 
around the king. 



MONEYBOX - UP FOR GRABS, 
25 SMACKEROOS! 

This month's winner is John Everett for his lovely "Win- 
dow". Next month I'll print some of the pictures we 
received for the mini-competition we ran in June. 

The response has been so good that I've decided to run 
another this month. Your brief is to design a screen or 
logo (original, not copied) based on a birth-sign. You might 
like to use all 12 of them in a wheel. 

You could use the standard symbols of the zodiac. Make 
it surreal, make it representational, make it abstract... 
just make it here before the next issue! 

Seeya next month - MO. 
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Create incredible, full 3D animations with just a few 

mouse clicks. 

No codes to remember. All animation control is 

done with the mouse. 

Transform one object into another. 

Full control over an objects appearance: Shading of 

faces, object smoothness, dithering, for each 

individual object. 

Compatible with all Cyber™ products. 3D objects 

that you have can be used in Chronos. 

Runs on all ST's and TT's with graphic output in any 

resolution. 

Fully Graphic Motion control. 
No more script files to figure out. All animation 
editing is done in the 3D universe. There is no need 
to wonder what the animation will look like. You can 
even manipulate objects and their movement through 
the camera. 

Chronos is completely based on the concept of 
tweening, or keyframe animation. The midpoints of 
an objects movement never have to be input by the 
user, you give the computer the beginning and end 
points of an objects movement and the number of 
animation frames that the movement happens over - 
the computer does the rest. 

Features include: Full spine control. Curvature to 
any degree. Polymorphic transformation - change 
one object into another using tweening over as many 
frames as you desire. 

£199.00 

■ Including VAT I 



Runs in all ST & TT resolutions from monochrome 
to 256 colours. 

Full drawing tools: Circle, Ellipse, Box, Frame, 

3 Different Spline Curves, Airbrush, Block 

Copy/Move/Paste, etc. 

Prism Paint is very open ended. It works with: 

ISAC Hi-Res colour board for the Mega ST 
(4096 colours) 

MATRIX Hi-Res colour board for the TT 
(4096 colours) 

24 bit colour board (Available soon!) 
(16 million colours) 

User interface can be through: 
Standard mouse or Prism Tablet graphics tablet 

Besides its own picture format, Prism Paint can 
also use: 

All Degas formats (P11...P13, PC1...PC3) 

Neochrome (NEO) 

IFF (IFF) used by Atari and Amiga 

Graphics Interchange Format (GIF) used by Atari, 

PC, Amiga and Macintosh 

Also can be used to create 2D Animations in any 
graphic mode. 

Animation files support Delta Compression. 

£79.00 

I Including VAT I 




Condor 

COMPUTER 



Condor Trading Limited 

6 Bacchus House, Calleva Park, 

Aldermaston, Berks, RG7 4QW 

Tel: (0734) 810066 Fax: (0734) 819791 



PHASE 4 
PHASE 2 
PHASE 3 

Chronos and Prism Paint are 

part of the Phase 4 series of 

Graphic Programs 

©1991 Lexicor Software 



RIPPING AWAY COVERS 

There is a solution to Chris Grey's ripped 
cover problem {Atari ST User, July 1991). If he 
were to subscribe he would receive a pristine 
copy of your magazine without a disk stuck to 
the cover as the disk is supplied loose inside 
the magazine which is safely delivered in a 
sealed plastic bag. 

G VHawtin, Crawley, West Sussex 

What a sterling idea! A sensible solu- 
tion to an unfortunate problem - and 
one which was suggested by more 
than one reader. Thank you to all of 
the loyal subscribers who wrote in. 

Unfortunately, there's only one £10 
prize, and only one person could get 
lucky, so to speak. So G V Hawtin 
gets the money and the rest of you 
get our thanks and appreciation. Fair 
deal? 

CARTRIDGE SOLUTION 

With the rise of software copying, I've won- 
dered why software houses don't put games 
out on cartridge for the ST. With the amount of 
console machines out, surely the technology 
is there for people to do it? 

With the advantages of storing more on rom 
and adding extra levels rather than using two 
disks - which would save the arm a bit - why 
not? And most of all, it would make games 
harder to copy. 

I think the use of rom cartridges is here 
today, unlike CD Rom. So come on software 
houses. 

M D Comerie, Carlton, Nottingham 

Probably the biggest drawback to 
your solution, as with so many great 
ideas, is the cost involved in develop- 
ing the technology and the products 
themselves. But it's worth thinking 
about. 

WHICH OTHER HALF? 

Thank you John Butters for enlightening us 
about the joys of CompuServe (July issue). My 
other half was so overjoyed that it covers 
home, health, cooking and other family 
matters, that now he has practically taken over 
my keyboard! 

EA Wells, London 
PS: Females read Atari ST User too - but they 
won't for much longer if your patronising writ- 
ers persist in assuming that only men use 
computers and that women are interested only 
in things domestic. 

Yes indeed! We are very aware of the 
issue of sexism and do our best not 
to promote it. 

But have you noticed how your own 
bias has blinded you to the fact that 
at no point in the article did we imply 
that the "other half" has to be the 
female partner? It's only because you 
assume that it is women who are 
interested in the topics listed - we 
didn't say it. 

MORE SHABBY TREATMENT 

Like "Shabby Treatment" in the July issue of 
Atari ST User, I too have experienced a torn 
cover when removing the coverdisk. 

As a compromise solution may I suggest 
you put your graphic designers to work and 
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Every month we 

love to hear what 

you think, on any 

topic related to 

the ST. And 

if it's the 

best letter of the 

month, we'll even 

pay you £10. 

So if there's 

something you 

just have to get 

off your chest, 

write to: 



Atari ST User, 

Europa House, 

Adlington Park, 

Macclesfield 

SK10 4NP 
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redesign the front coverdisk outline to include 
two "torn strips" either side of the outline? That 
way, if the front cover is torn the fact will be 
partially disguised. 

Andrew Tibbs, Ulverston, Cumbria 

It's an innovative answer! However, 
for those who DO actualy manage to 
remove their disk without damaging 
the cover, it would be a severe anti- 
climax to be rewarded with "design- 
er" tears. 



BACKGAMMON 

I was pleased to see the program Backgam- 
mon appearing on your coverdisk because I 
have owned a copy of this for some years and 
feel it is an excellent game. 

However, there is something I'm dying to 
know. Is it just me or have any of your other 
readers noticed that the program has a ten- 
dency to er, well, um, cheat? 

Whereas two humans have to put up with 
all the problems of random dice throws, this 
program seems in certain circumstances to 
have discovered the neat solution of simply 
deciding the best numbers to throw, and 
throwing them, or not throwing them, if it hap- 
pens to be your turn. 

I won't go into details but I've played this 
game thousands of times since and have 
done a certain amount of statistical research 
in order to work out if it cheats. 

Basically the program seems to have two 
distinct phases of strategy. The first is to block 
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you in and consists of building up a solid wall 
of pieces, starting from its own six bar and 
working down to its one bar. Very frustrating if 
one of your men is still stuck there! Is it me or 
have other readers noticed the program just 
happening to throw exactly the right numbers 
to achieve this, stage by stage? 

The second phase is the "run like hell" 
phase which occurs when there are no men 
left to block and it's a simple race to the fin- 
ish. Again, is it me or have other readers 
noticed the astonishing frequency with which 
the program throws itself at least one six, or 
alternatively throws you at least one one? 

The program's chief (but not only) weapon 
seems to be its fortunate ability to throw fre- 
quent double numbers. Over a long period 
I've counted these and found the program 
throwing itself, on average, a double number 
every four throws, and its opponent one every 
seven. 

Of course the program doesn't cheat every 
time. That'd be too obvious, wouldn't it? In 
fact, I usually beat it about seven times in 
every ten, so it's not that good a player really. 
But I would be very interested if any of your 
other readers have any reason to suspect that 
at certain selected moments the dice are, if 
not actually fixed, then at least heavily weight- 
ed in the program's favour! 

Incidentally, the program does contain a 
small bug, which leads very occasionally to 
one of the dice appearing blank (the program 
usually interprets this to be a seven!) Yet 
since it's hard to imagine this happening 
when a simple "pick a random number 
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between one and six" instruction is used, this 
only adds to my belief that the dice throws are 
calculated in a slightly more complex way, 
and that the programmer has overlooked 
something. 

Robin Hill, Totterdon, Bristol 

Hmmm, yes. Sounds a bit strange 
doesn't it? Has anyone else suspect- 
ed the same thing but been too timid 
to come right out with it? How about 
the programmer - if you're reading 
this, what have you to say? 

Mind you, if you can beat the pro- 
gram seven out of ten times, then it's 
just as well that it cheats (if it does) 
because otherwise there'd be no 
challenge left in it for you at all! 

WHERE IN THE USA? 

I am an Atari ST user and live in Columbus, 
Ohio, USA. The local ST software/hardware 
market, though available, is not very support- 
ive of the international market. 

Do you know of any USA or Canadian dis- 
tributors of overseas software/hardware? My 
main reason for asking is the prolonged wait 
and cost of direct overseas purchases. 
Thank you. 

Goble Blankenship Jr, 
Columbus, Ohio, USA 

Not meaning any disrespect but is 
that your real name - and your 
father's? It's cruel... 

The answer to your question is yes! 
Try ComputAbility, Consumer Elec- 
tronics, PO Box 17882, Milwaukee, 
Wl 53217, tel 800 558 003. Or Com- 
puter Software Services, PO Box 
17660, Rochester, NY 14617, tel 716 
586 5545. 

Hopefully you should be able to 
find what you want from them, and 
won't have to wait too long. 

OLDIES BUT GOODIES 

I wish to congratulate you on a brilliant maga- 
zine, which I believe to be the best ST mag 
for me. Especially the coverdisks. 

Now to the point of my letter. I was first 
introduced to the Atari ST by a friend from my 
old school, about two years ago. And finally, 
last Christmas, I got my 520STFM. 

I use it for a range of things, especially 
music and art, but of course, I also use it for 
games. 

My old friend had a range of games, of 
which my favourites were Ikari Warriors, 
Buggy Boys and Marble Madness. Nowadays 
though, these games are so ancient they can- 
not be found anywhere. 

Please could you tell me where I could pick 
up some of these oldies? I would be 
extremely grateful. 

D Walters (aged 13), Brentwood, Essex 

Lots of old games, if they were any 
good first time round, get a second 
airing on a budget label, and you will 
find that the three titles you men- 
tioned are on a budget label some- 
where. The best thing to do is to ask 
at your local shop. 

Alternatively, you could contact 
the software houses responsible for 
the originals. Ikari Warriors was put 
out by Elite and is on their Encore 



budget label at £9.99, Marble Mad- 
ness was done by Palace, and Buggy 
Boys was an Activision offering. 
Activision no longer have a UK office 
but you'll find them in France. 

ST WORLD CORRECTION 

I am writing on behalf of CUG(UK) to express 
our concern at the article on Prospero C in the 
current issue of ST World. We would not wish 
to argue with the body of the review, however 
we must object to the phrase Prospero's Atari 
ST ANSI C. 

As you may know, the final version of ANSI 
C has been in existence for more than a year 
and BSI QA has been validating C compilers 
since last September. No C compiler may 
claim to be (or imply that it is) an ANSI compil- 
er unless it has been granted a full validation 
certificate from a national standards authority. 
Prospero C has not been granted such a cer- 
tificate by any such authority here or else- 
where. 

You make clear that it is only an attempt to 
get into the proposed ANSI C compatible 
form, but it is not clear that this is no longer a 
proposal and so software that does not com- 
ply may not legally in the UK make any claim 
to compatibility or compliance. 

The patience of those who have worked 
hard to get a fully ratified and tested standard 
is fast running out. Firms allowing false claims 
to be made should not be surprised if they 
eventually have to explain their actions to 
either Trading Standards officers or Advertis- 
ing Standards personnel. 

Turning to other matters, I was interested in 
your article on portability. It was a pleasant 
change to see a serious attempt made to 
raise the standards of C programming. 

Francis Glassborow, The Chairman, 
C Users Group (UK), Oxford 

Thank you for bringing the problem to 
our attention. Hopefully, by printing 
this letter, any difficulties which may 
have arisen over the article will be 
allayed. 

Our apologies to those responsible 
for working out the ratified and test- 
ed standard for ANSI C compatibility. 
It is obviously a problem for software 
developers who, in an attempt to 
keep up with current trends, develop 
software against proposed, rather 
than finalised standards. Hopefully 
we will witness the release of full 
ANSI C compilers on the ST soon. 

FRUSTRATED ARTIST 

I am writing about the list of Art and Graphics 
on page 28 of ST World which you gave away 
free with the June issue of Atari ST User, and 
in particular, "Video Titling Designs". 

As I use a Camcorder I thought that this 
was just what I needed to design my titles. I 
phoned We Serve and though they hadn't it in 
stock, they ordered one for me. 

When I received it and loaded it I was 
informed on the text that I needed CAD3 to 
run it! Not only that but CAD3 is 1Mb whereas 
my ST is 512K, so that would be no use to me. 

I do think that when you give details of soft- 
ware, no matter how brief, it is essential to 
state that it must have such and such a disk in 
order that it will operate. 

While I am writing I would like to bring up 
an issue which must concern a lot of readers 



like myself who are thinking of changing their 
old 520STFM and buying a 1040STE. The 
problem is that I have so many games, graph- 
ics, businesses etc, and I just don't know how 
many will work on the new Atari. 

I have phoned Atari and they said they 
should all work! Other firms have said that 
some may work! I am more inclined to believe 
the latter. 

Do you think you could enlighten us on this 
matter? Maybe run a list of games, etc, which 
will or will not operate on the new STE. I mean 
old software and games such as Boulderdash 
and Xor, to name just two. 

R E Riches, Southampton 

It can be difficult to supply absolute- 
ly all the details about a specific 
product so that everyone can be cer- 
tain that, say, a program will work 
with their configuration of ST. 
However, it is frustrating for you, the 
consumer, to order products only to 
find when you receive them that they 
are unsuitable. Sorry, we'll do our 
best. 

As for the suggestion about the list 
- yes, in theory, but most likely no, in 
practice. There are so many games 
and versions of software, and there 
are - relatively - too few STE owners 
to make this a workable proposition 
for the mag. We couldn't do an 
exhaustive list, but perhaps we could 
do something a bit less major. We'll 
look into it. 

TIGHT SQUEEZE 

I hope you will allow one of us (I cannot be 
the only one who was appalled) to record a 
protest in your pages at the dangerous over- 
crowding permitted yesterday by the organis- 
ers of the 16 Bit Computer Show. 

It is one thing to be tightly packed, shoved 
and shoving in an open street market; inside 
the Novotel hotel, with two floors and a single 
staircase, all overcrowded, it is just not on. 

Quite clearly, the organisers got it all 
wrong; both the size of the venue and the way 
they handled it. Perhaps for next year they will 
take a long hard look at the Alexandra Palace 
which, whatever its limitation, would never put 
people's lives at risk in the way we saw yes- 
terday. 

G J Katritzky, London 

No one in this country should need to 
be reminded of the dangers of over- 
crowding in an enclosed area. If the 
lessons of the Hillsborough disaster, 
which happened over two years ago 
now, have not been learned yet, then 
what does it take? 

However, the members of the mag- 
azine's staff who travelled to the 
Show did not report that it was 
exceptionally crowded - perhaps you 
were there at a particularly busy 
time? Whatever the reason, over- 
crowding is a serious problem which 
should never be overlooked by organ- 
isers of large events. 

If anyone else wishes to comment, 
or the organisers of the Show have 
something to say, please write in. 



You can contact Atari ST User via 

CIX or CompuServe: 

CIX - stuser 

CompuServe - 75300, 1505 
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TROUBLESOME 
FAULTY ST?!! 

Quality ST Repairs 

From only £23.50 inc. return 



* FOR SPEED, FREE POSTAGE 

& PEACE OF MIND 

CALL FOR OUR FIXED PRICE 

OFFER ANYWHERE IN THE UK! 




BHdgl'Park, Rin § Re P airS H ° tlille 

Brew' STAR ASSOC. Computers 

London 
NW10 ORG 



ST 

Memory 
upgrades 

Wembley 081 961 5366 



GRAPHICS PRINTING IN COLOUR 



IMPrint is a value-for-money, high quality, GEM, and NEO paint 
package with the very rare feature of colour printing on 9 pin colour 
printers. A comprehensive program for Only £15.95 



EASY TEXT PLUS is a good Desk Top Publisher with all the 
features expected by the newcomer. Write your document with a 
favourite wordprocessor and import it, or enter it directly into a 
frame. Degas clip art can be imported and sized. Printouts from 9 
pin mono printers are excellent. Only £20. 



PUBLIC DOMAIN SERVICE Send a SAE (9" x 4"), or £1.22 for a 
catalogue and disk DEMO. PD now available includes: 
* DTP * Databases * Spreadsheets * Copiers * Emulators * Graphics * 
* Wordprocessors * Accessories * Clip Art * Demos * Games * 



Q ALPHA COMPUTING S 

32 Meadow Drive, Halifax, West Yorkshire, HX3 5JZ 
Tel: 0422 366785 (9am-6pm) 



TELETEHT 



A world of information 
at your fingertips 




You can keep it informed with the very latest world news, share prices, weather, sports results 
and much more from Ceefax or Oracle. But unlike a Teletext TV all this free information isn't 
trapped behind glass. Now you can... 
Save or Print. Pages may be saved or printed out. 

Programmable. The system can be programmed to get a series of pages and print or save them 
for your own programs to access. It could print out the days TV times! 
Multiple display. Works with any kind of monitor and can display and update two pages simulta- 
neously! Page selection from the keyboard or just by clicking with the mouse. 
FastText. FastText reduces the waiting time for pages and the Review facility provides instant 
access to the last pages received. 

Digital Tuning. Tunes itself in automatically! While the prime purpose is for Teletext if you have a 
CM8833 monitor you can use it as a colour TV. 

Only a Microtext adaptor is as easy to use and can provide all these facilities and more! 
Everything is supplied, all you need is any type of ST and a normal TV aerial. 
At just £1 29.50 + VAT (£1 52.1 6) for an advanced Teletext TV its excellent value for money 
International VHF/UHF version for use outside of the UK £1 69.50. 
Make sure you're always up to date and get yours from Microtext. 



The following software packages are compatible with the 
Microtext adaptor: 

ProShare ST Stock market analysis by TC Developments £49.95 inc 
Market Breaker Stock market analysis by Jewsbury Software £69.95 inc 
K-Spread4T Spreadsheet with Teletext option by Kuma £1 49.94 inc 



HO MICROTEXT H 

Dept SU, 7 Birdlip Close, Horndean, Hants P08 9PW 
Tel: 0705 595694 Fax: 0705 593988 




Cambridge 
Business 
Software 

ATARI ST SOFTWARE 



ACCOUNTS 



Small Business Accounts Cash £69.95 

Small Business Accounts Extra £99.00 

Cashbook Controller £39.95 

Final Accounts £24.95 

Cashbook Combo Pack £59.95 

System 3 (Inv/Stock) £39.95 

System 3 Extended £59.95 

Sage Cash Trader £79.95 

Wages ST £89.00 

Personal Accounts Plus £26.90 

Personal Finance Manager Plus £29.95 



DATABASES 



Adimens Plus £99.00 

Data Manager Professional £29.95 

Superbase Personal 2 (V3.02) £69.95 

Super Base Professional (v3.02) £175.00 

Digita DGBase £39.95 

Prodata £59.95 



DESKTOP PUBLISHING 



Timeworks DTP £69.95 

DTP Clp Art Pack £19.95 

Pagestream v1 .82 TT (UK) £124.95 

Fleet Street Publisher v3 £159.00 

Calamus £250.00 



COMPUTER AIDED DESIGN 



DynaCADD £747.50 

PC Board Designer £135.00 

BeckerCAD £99.00 

Megapaint II £79.95 

Megapaint II Professional £209.00 

GFA Draft Plus V3.13 £79.95 

CAD3DV1.0 £18.95 

CAD 3D v2 (Cyber Studio) £39.95 

Cyber Control £32.95 

Cyber Paint V2 £39.95 

Cyber Sculpt £59.95 

Cyber Texture £39.95 

Architectural Design Disc £17.00 

Easy Draw 2 £39.95 

Supercharged Easy Draw 2 £59.95 



LANGUAGES & COMPILERS 



Mark Williams C v3 £89.00 

Mark Williams C Source Debug £42.00 

Prospero C £75.00 

Prospero Fortran £75.00 

Prospero Pascal £75.00 

Prospero Toolkit £55.95 

Hisott Lattice C v5 £1 15.00 

Hisoft High Speed Pascal £89.95 

HisoftC. Interpreter £49.95 

Hisott Devpac V2.22 £45.00 

Hisott Devpac TT £1 19.00 

Hisoft Power Basic £39.95 

Hisott Basic £59.95 

Hisoft Nevada Cobol (With CP/M) £42.00 

FTL Modula 2 £52.00 

FTL Modula 2 Developer £69.95 

FTL Toolkit £49.95 

GFA Basic Interpreter v3.5 £45.00 

GFA Basic Compiler v3.5 £24.95 

Nevada Cobol (with C/PM) £42.00 

MPE Forth 83 (GEM) £44.00 

Minix v1.5 £139.00 



SPREADSHEETS 



K-Spread 3 £67.95 

K-Spread 4 £89.00 

K-Spread 4T £129.00 

Logistix v1 .2 £79.95 

Hyperchart by Atari £95.00 

LDW Power Spreadsheet £99.00 

Digicalc £29.95 



WORD PROCESSORS 



Thats Write £85.00 

Write On £45.00 

GST First Word Plus v3.2 TT £57.95 

Protext V5 £109.00 

Pretext V4.2 £69.95 

WordPerfect v4.1 £179.95 

Timeworks Wordwriter £39.95 

Wordltair £65.00 



MISCELLANEOUS 



«BT AT Speed C16 PC Emulator £229.00 

PC Speed £99.00 

Neodesk v3 (UK) £29.95 

G + Plus £29.95 

Deluxe Paint £59.95 

Hyperpaint v2 £29.95 

Hyperdraw £29.95 

Degas Elite £19.95 

Knife ST £24.90 

Harlekin £39.95 

Turbo ST v1 .8 £29.95 

Mailshot Plus £34.95 

SLM 804 Epson Emulator £24.90 

Wo surcharges on European orders! 
Many other titles in stock. 

Phone 0763 262582 NOW! 



MUSIC 



C-LAB Creator v3 £275.00 

C-LAB Notatorv3 £459.00 

Creator/Notator Upgrade £239.00 

CUB Notator Alpha £179.95 

C-LAB Aura £89.00 

C-LAB Midia £59.95 

C-LAB v.3 upgrade £37.95 

Cubeat £239.00 

Cubase £459.00 

FM Melody Maker £57.95 



^ PROGATE HARD DRIVES 

^V* 5 FAST, HIGH-SPEC, HARD DRIVES FOR ALL STs 

• FAST ACCESS TIME • EXTERNAL DEVICE NO. SWITCH • 

• DMA THROUGH PORT • UP TO 12 PARTITIONS • AUTO 
BOOT/PARK • EXCELLENT GRAPHICS-BASED SOFTWARE • 

• 12 MONTH INSTANT REPLACEMENT WARRANTY • 



OTHER CONFIGURATIONS 
A VAILABLE, INCLUDING 
REMO VABLE44sAND 
TAPE STREAMERS — 
PHONE FOR DETAILS. 



Progate20Mb £345.00 

Progate 30Mb £379.00 

Progate 40Mb £399.00 

Progate 60Mb £490.00 

Progate 80Mb £580.00 

Progate 160Mb DC £1229.00 



24-HOUR ORDER LINE (0763) 263127 

All price* include VAT * delivery. Make cheque* peyable to Cambridge Business Software. 



Melboum Science Park, Cambridge Road, Meiboum, Royston, Herts. SG8 6EJ 

O IMMEDIATE DESPATCH (subject to availability) BBHB 
ORDERS WaCOME FROM EDUCATION, GOVT. &TVEI VISA 

HOW TO ORDER: 38§88i« 



TEL 0763 262582 • FAX 0763 262425 • TELEX 817932 
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Your Atari ST is 
the only teacher 
which YOU CONTROL 



i 



Whatever your age, whatever your subject 
- let your computer help you learn. 

Subjects include ... 

French, German, Spanish, Italian, English 

History, Geography, Science, General Knowledge, 

Football, First Aid, Sport, England, Scotland, 

Natural History, Junior Spelling and Arithmetic 



Reviewed in 

ST Format (August '90) 



87% 
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Kosmos are specialist producers of Educational 

Software designed to help you enjoy learning from your 

computer. Our programs even allow you to add your 

own lesson material. 



Write or telephone for a FREE 20-page BROCHURE 

of our Educational & Leisure software 

Please state your computer type 



Kosmos Software Ltd, FREEPOST (no stamp needed) 

DUNSTABLE, Beds. LU5 6BR 

Telephone 05255 3942 or 5406 

IK 






osmos 




'TUP ATA PI Cf HFMfi CDFf IA1 ICT' 

D.W. Stables, Unit 1, Johnson's Shopping Centre, 29/31 Bond Street, 
Blackpool FY4 1BQ Tel. 0253 404550 Fax. 0253 406053 



As many satisfied clients already know, I have one of the most comprehensive Atari ST Demo 
Libraries in Britain. I have recently completed my 'up-to-the-minute' Catalogue Disk which gives details 
of my FULL RANGE of the great 'PERSISTENCE OF VISION' packed demos, superb single demos, 
megademos, slideshows, music modules and much more... 

SEND £1 AND THIS DISK WILL BE SENT TO YOU BY RETURN POST! (Please enclose self- 
addressed envelope). 

This month's recommendations: (All disks D/S) 
POV 68 HEY MUSIC LOVER: TRASH: FEED ME-MAX 

FULL METAL JACKET (MEG): TWIST: BALL SPRITE: MINIDIST 

'THE POV 'CD' DISK'... (MEG)... SCANNERS: KRAFTWERK 

(Excellent sample music in this disk!) 

THE INVISIBLE MAN 2 DISKS ... By 'POV this is a superb sample of the 'Queen' song, with 

'REQUIEM' as an intra! 

KINKY BOOTS... Again by 'POV, this one is a great sample of the 60's hit song! 

THE ULTIMATE GFA DEMO. The Overlanders' 12 screen megademo coded in pure GFA 

basic... and to good effect! Complete with 'Mad Max' music... 

1-5 disks £2.50/6-10 disks £2.25 each. Over 10 disks £2.00 each 

Please make cheques, postal orders payable to D.W. Stables. FAST SERVICE! 

FOR THE VERY BEST IN ST DEMOS... COME TO THE SPECIALIST! 



POV 82 
POV 83 



S36 



S37 
MD30 



B.Ware Educational Software 

Official Atari UK Top-Ten Application/Education Software House for 1991 

Master Time 

Play Spell Plus 

Schooltime Maths 

{.Spell + Construction Set 

For Review copies and Demo Discs t? (0455) 613377 

c/o B.Bytes Computer Stores, 19 Southfield Road, 
Hinkley, Leicestershire, LEIO 10A. 

Your local dealer can obtain B.Ware from:- 

CENTRESOFT Iff 021 625 3399 

or S.D.L Sf 081 309 5000 




AVIDI 



SPECIAL 
OFFER 



Thanks to a breakthrough by Rombo Pro- 
ductions in frame-grabbing technology, you 
can now produce good colour images 

quickly and cheaply with Vidi-ST and the Vidi 

Chrome-ST colour software. 

• Perfect freeze frame from any video. 
• Incorporate real-life objects into your own design. 
• Full palette controls. 

• Take snapshots in 16 shades live from video or TV. 
• Print to any ST supported printer. 
• Multiple frame store. 
• Compatible with all video standards (colour, black and white, VHS, 

Beta, PAL, N.T.S.C, etc.). 
Includes Vidi Chrome-ST colour software 

"Also available - Vidi-RGB Colour Splitter. The splitter is an elec- 
tronic filter which takes a colour video signal and separates it into 
the three primary colours, allowing each to be digitised. Replaces the 
need for a conventional filter set and ideal for use with Vidi ST and 
VidiChrome-ST" 



Vidi ST/Vidi 
Chrome-ST 

RRPE119.95 
OUR PRICE 

£104.95 



RGB Splitter 

RRP £79.95 
OUR PRICE 

£61.95 



SAVE 
£18.00 



While stocks last, use the form on Page 116 
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This month the ST User's buyer's guide 
looks at the largest of our categories - the 
software. In future months Midi will have its 
own section, and hardware products will be 
featured. 

ST User's relies on suppliers and 
distributors to keep us up to date with the 
latest information. This information is 
correct at time of going to press. 



Desktop Publishing 

Price Supplier Version RAM Mode 



Product 



Calamus 


£225.00 


Signa Publishing 


v1.09n 


1Mb 


m 


Sophisticated DTP program aimed at professional publishers. Outline font system uses same data for generating 
screen and printer fonts, so there's a good WYSIWYG display. No PostScript support. Linotype bureau available. 


Fleet Street Publisher 3 
Outline Art 


£199.99 
£172.50 


Mirrorsoft 


v3 


51 2K 
1Mb 


c/m 
rh 


Powerful typesetting-oriented program offering good typographical control. Uses Imagen's UltraScript PostScript 
emulator routines in its outline font system for screen and print. 

A powerful text manipulation and vector art program designed specifically for use with Calamus. It can only read / 
write Calamus files, has no printer support and no PostScript support. 


Signa Publishing 


V12.0 


PageStream 


£149.95 


Silica Systems 


V1.82 


51 2K 


c/m 


The UK version of this easy-to-use page makeup program. Outline font system for printing, but slow and poor- 
jquality on-screen display. Good text / graphics import, built-in object art tools, some colour separation. 


Timeworks DTP 


£99.00 


Electric Dist. 


vl.12 


512K 


c/m 


A simple but popular DTP program using a very standard GEM user-interface giving a partial WYSIWYG display. 
Features range from style sheets, text and graphics imports and versatile paragraph styling. Uses GDOS. 


Easy Text Plus 


£20.00 


ZZSoft. 


v1.4 


512K 


c/m 


Simple but effective DTP package. Uses GDOS fonts. Outputs to most printers including Atari laser (1Mb rqd) 



Communications 



Product 


Price 


Supplier Version 


RAM 


Mode 




FaSTcom 


£49.99 


Atari UK 1.66 


51 2K 


c/m 


This has been around for a while now, but it still stands up well with friendly mouse-driven environment, flexible 
phone book, wide range of modem drivers, call log, Viewdata mode. Sadly, there's no Y or ZModem support. 


Flash 


£24.95 


Electric Dist. vll 


512K 


c/m 


A powerful comms program with built in text editor and sophisticated scripting language. Separate Zmodem mod- 
ule available. 


K-Comm 2 


£51.70 


Kuma 


512K 


c/m 


On screen help, supports 1200/75 split baud rate, auto log-on, debug modem Prestel/Viewdata modes and 
VT100 emulation. No Zmodem. 


Mini Office Pro. Comms 


£24.95 


Database Software - 


512K 


c/m 


Includes a memory-resident text editor. Good viewdata support with keygrid, two different screen modes, and file 
download option. Tries to 'hide' the technicalities of comms from the user. No Y or Zmodem. 


220ST 


£29.95 


Microdeal vl.O 


512K 


c/m 


Simple terminal emulator. 


BBS 


£49.95 


MichTron v3 


51 2K 


c/m 


Bulletin board systems software. Strictly for SysOps only. 


ST Terminal Emulator 


£39.95 


Atari UK v1.0 


51 2K 


c/m 


Basic VT-100 term emulator on cartridge. 



Document Processors 



Product 


Price Supplier Version RAM 


Mode 




Microsoft Write 


£149.99 Atari UK - 512K 


c/m 


Easy-to-use GDOS document processor. Mac-like in places. 


Signum II 


£160 Signa Publishing - 1Mb 


m 


Ideal for technical writing and foriegn language WP. 


That's Write 


£69.95 Gasteiner Tech. - 512K 


c/m 


Multi-font doc. processor with many features 



Word Processors 



Product 



Price 



Supplier 



Version RAM Mode 



Calligrapher Professional 


£139.00 Working Title 


1Mb 


c/m 


A feature-packed WP with a staggering specif cation and a superb WYSIWYG user-interface. 


First Word Plus 


£79.95 Electric Dist. 


V3.15 512K 


c/m 


Straightforward GEM WP with spell checker. 


K-Wordv2 


£47.00 Kuma 


51 2K 


c/m 


Simple GEM WP with mailmerge. Hooks to integrate with other Kuma software. 


Pretext 


£99.95 Amor 


v4.2 51 2K 


c/m 


Very fast and powerful non-GEM WP. 


Pretext 5 


£152.75 Amor 


v5 1Mb 


c/m 


A much enhanced version of the super-powerful Pretext with drop-down menus and dialogs. 


Script 


£78.22 Signa Publishing 


vl.O 1Mb 


m 


Very-Mac like multi-font WP. Uses Signum fonts. 


Word Perfect 


£199.00 WordPerfect 


1Mb 


c/m 


ST version of the PC heavyweight. Suffers from bad user-interface. 


Word Writer 


£49.95 Electric Dist. 


V2.01 512K 


c/m 


Similar to First Word Plus, but with a few major features added and a few taken away. 
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ST Mouse Stick: 
The Ratings say it ail! 



THE ULTIMATE CONTROLLER 



For sophisticated simulation enthusiasts and those who 
want to get the most out of their ST, Advanced Gravis 
brings you the PERFECT controller. It feels like you are in 
the cockpit with programs like Proflight, F19, Mig29, 
Falcon, Indy 500 etc. 

A professional quality, easily programmable optical joystick 
complete with 1 6k processing unit and LCD screen offering 
1200 line count resolution on any screen, working perfectly 
on all simulations and applications with sensible mouse or 
joystick routines. No other controller comes even close to 
the Mouse Stick for performance, reliability, pleasure and 
ease of use. 



SO TEST-FLY THE MOUSE STICK TODAY 



Get a grip on the new Mouse Stick and discover just why 
it's lightyears ahead of the mouse, trackball or traditional 
joystick. Unlike a mouse, the Mouse Stick doesn't clutter 
your desk and doesn't require constant cleaning. And 
unlike a trackball, you don't need the dexterity of a 
cardshark to drag an item. 

The Gravis Mouse Stick is one of the most technologically 
advanced and durable input devices available. 
But don't worry. You can handle it. 



ST Format Ratings 90% 
Features 95% 

More modes than a kitchen blender 


Speed 96% 

More responsive than a joystick and more 
precise than a mouse 


Results 

Flawless! No compatibility problems, 
no quirks, just total control. 


98% 


The competition 

There's nothing comparable... 







See the Gravis Mouse Stick In action at the 
European Computer Entertainment Show 



Full technical support and 1 
year guarantee. S.A.E. or 
telephone for full details 

Telephone: (0272) 550900 
Fax: (0272) 411052 



7Z@ SimulctffoHA, 

Unit lb Bee Hive Trading Estate 

Crews Hole Road, 

St. George, Bristol BS5 8AY 




SOCCER GLORY 

£19.95 

Soccer Glory gives you the choice of being Player Manager or Club Man- 
ager only. Whatever your choice this exciting and realistic game will 
require skill, good judgement and luck. We have researched teams, play- 
ers and soccer tactics to add realism and the pressures on a current 1 st 
Division Manager. Success will be hard to achieve but very rewarding. 
Over 1 ,200 named players, all with individual playing skills. Transfer mar- 
ket, English/Euro cup competitions. Players' contracts, physio's and 
coach reports, injuries, penalties, goal tally, named goal scorers, etc, etc. 
Take the challenge and obtain Soccer Glory 



Special Offer: Order both games for a Special Price of £35 



THE RACING GAME 

£19.95 

An exciting game designed for the horse racing enthusiast 

Manage, train and race 36 horses in Britain, Europe and USA. 
Race your horses over 5 furlongs to 2 miles in Group, Listed, Grad- 
uation, Stake, Cup and of course the 5 English Classic races. Form, 
fitness, going, draw and distance all affect results. Training sched- 
ules and jockey instructions. Full betting market, stewards enquiry, 
photo finish, financial and success reports, save game etc, etc. 

All orders despatched quickly and by 1 st class post Send cheque or postal order to: 

TANGLEWOOD SOFTWARE, 

157 Warwick Road, Rayleigh, Essex SS6 8SC. Proprietor: j. moss 
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Font and Type 
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Product 


Price 


Supplier 


Version RAM 


Mode 




Font Designer 
Fontkit Plus 


£60 
£19.95 


PCG 
ST Club 


512K 

51 2K 


m 
c/m 


A sophisticated PostScript font editor with detailed control over all font and typeface attributes. PageStream and 
Calamus conversion utilities available. Ideal for use with Fleet Street Publisher 3. 

A complete set of GDOS font creation/editing utilities supplied with a conversion and printer control utilities. Can 
import Signum II and Calamus and Macintosh font files. 



Spreadsheets 



Product 



Price 



Supplier 



Version RAM Mode 



DG Calc 
K-Spread v1 .0 


£39.95 
£28.20 


Digita Inter. v1.12 


51 2K 
51 2K 


c/m 
c/m 


Budget spreadsheet, but still has a good list of features. Menu, mouse or command driven. ASCII export, and 
multi window mode to give two views of the same work sheet. 

Entry level spreadsheet. Functions include +, /, *, -, Sum, Mean, Min, Max. Easy data entry and copying. Ideal for 
home use and small accounts. Also acts as a good introduction to spreadsheet miodelling. 


Kuma 


K-Spread v2 
K-Spread v3 


£63.45 


Kuma 


51 2K 
51 2K 


c/m 
c/m 


256 col by 8192 GEM-based spreadsheet. Features include sort, conditionals, trig, user-defined functions, easy 
data entry and editing. 

GEM-based spreadsheet loads and saves Lotus .WKS, .WK1, Symphony, ASCII and DIF files. Includes macros, 
trig, conditionals, database, financial and time/date calculations. User-defined functions. 


£94.00 


Kuma 


K-Spread v4 


£136.30 


Kuma 


1Mb 


c/m 


Top of the K-Spread range. Loads and saves Lotus .WKS, .WK1, Symphony, ASCII and DIF files. Functions 
include graphs, froms/designs, GDOS output, macros, trig, conditionals, database, and time/date calculations. 


K-Spread 4T 


£159.80 


Kuma 


1Mb 


c/m 


Based on Spread 4, this version enables data such as share prices to be downloaded from teletext transmis- 
sions. Includes timer function which will access data automatically when you're away. 


LDW Power 


£129.99 


Atari UK 


[ • 


c/m 


Fast and Lotus 123 compatible. Up to four worksheet windows. Macro recorder / language. GDOS drivers allow 
sideways printing. Note feature for every cell. 


Logistix 


£99.95 


Precision Software v1.3 


1Mb 


c/m 


A multi-function program with spreadsheet, database, graphing and time management modules. Uses a non-. 
GEM character interface with key command operation. 


Mini Office Pro. Spreadsheet 
Powerledger ST 


£24.99 
£24.95 


Database Software - 
DTBS 


51 2K 
51 2K 


c/m 
c/m 


A reasonably powerful package at a down-to-earth price. 255 rows by 255 columns, sideways printing, import 
ASCII and DIF files and more. 


Formerly Powerplan ST, a good spreadsheet package with graphing. 65000 rows by 65000 columns using the 
standard GEM interface for ease of learning. 



Paint packages 



Product 



Price 



Supplier 



Version RAM Mode 



Canvas 


£14.95 


Microdeal 


512K 


c/m 


Packed with features, STE support, 3D object editor. 


Cyber Paint 


£49.95 


Electric Dist. 


I 1Mb 


c 


Clever and logical user-interface, animation. 


Deluxe Paint 


£59.99 


Electronic (Arts v1.0 


■ 512K 


c 


Now the definitive ST graphics package. Great user-interface and powerful animation. 


HyperPaint 2 


£34.99 


Atari UK V2.0 


I.5J2K,,,, 


c/m 


Colour IMG and STE support. Friendly to use. 


Paint Pro 


£49.95 


DTBS 


1 512K 


c/m 


Simple colour and mono paint program. 


Quantum Paint Gold v2 


£24.95 


Power Computing v2.0 


512K 


c 


512 and 4096 colour modes, delta animation. 


Spectrum 512 


£29.95 


Electric Distribution - 


1Mb 


c 


512 colours on-screen. Performs well. 


Prism Paint 


£79.00 


Condor Trading 


51 2K 


c/m 


TT Compatible paint package. Runs in all ST or TT screen modes and supports a range of graphics boards 



Graphics and drawing, monochrome 



Product 



Price 



Supplier 



Version RAM Mode 



MegaPaint II 


£99.95 


Silica Systems 


1Mb 


m 


Feature-packed high-performance monochrome bitmap editing program which is ideal for use with scanned 
images. Symbol libraries and a high degree of accuracy, makes this suitable for Technical drawing as well. 


MegaPaint Professional 


£249.95 


Silica Systems 


■ 1Mb 


m 


Professional version of Megapaint. 


Touch-Up 


£149.95 


Software Express v1.5 


1Mb 


c/m 


Very user-friendly bit image editing / processing program ideal for touching up scanned images. Has a number of 
picture processing facilities and supports a comprehensive array of file formats including TIFF. 



Business and Presentation Graphics 



Product 


Price 


Supplier 


Version RAM 


Mode 




HyperChart 


£129.95 


Atari UK 


512K 


c/m 


Sophisticated presentation graphics and slide generation package. Can take numerical data from most ST and 
industry-standard spreadsheets. Create on-screen rolling presentations or hi-res 35mm colour transparencies. 


K-Graph v3 


£51.70 


Kuma 


512K 


c/m 


Displays data as pie charts, area graphs, line/scatter graphs, stacked, horizontal, vertical, 3D bar charts or XY 
graphs. Loads ASCII and DIF files, accepts direct data input, also has formula and statistics functions. 


Mini Office Pro. Pres. Graphics 


£24.95 


Database s/w 


512K 


c/m 


Create pie charts, bar graphs, line graphs, area graphs and scatter graphs with automatic or manual scaling, can 
also produce slide shows. Cannot create re-sizable vector graphics, such as .GEM metafiles. 
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Art and graphics, colour and mono 

Supplier Version RAM Mode 



Product 



Price 



■■■BBBBBBHHB 




3D Fonts 1 


£29.95 
£29.95 


Electric Dist. 
Electric Dist. 


■ 


1Mb 


c/m 


3D Fonts II 


■ 


1Mb 


c/m 


Cartoon Design Disk 


£29.95 


Electric Dist. 


v1.0 


512K 


c/m 


Colour Strip 


£12.95 


HAT Software 


vi.o 


512K 


c 


Colours 


£19.95 


HAT Software 


v1.0 


512K 


c 


Cyber Control 


£39.95 


Electric Dist. 


V1.1 


1Mb 


c 


Cyber Sculpt 


£79.95 


Electric Dist. 


vi.'i 


1Mb 


c/m 


Cyber Studio 


£49.95 
£49.95 
£49.95 


Electric Dist. 


V2.03 


1Mb 
1Mb 
512K 


c/m 


Cyber Texture 


Electric Dist. 


V1.1 

v1.0 


c/m 


DrawArt 


Electric Dist. 


c/m 


Future Designs Disk 


£19.95 
£49.95 


Electric Dist. 
GFA Data Media 


vi.0 
v2.1 


512K 


c/m 


GFA Raytrace 


51 2K 


c/m 


Imagic 


£150.00 


Signa Publishing 


■ 


1Mb 


c/m 


ScanArt 


£39.95 


Electric Dist. 


- 


51 2K 


c/m 


Sprinter 


£29.95 


HAT Software 


vl.O 


51 2K 


c 


Trip-a-Tron 


£29.95 


Llamasoft 


vl.O 


512K 


c 


Video Titling Designs 


£19.95 


Electric Dist. 


vl.O 


512K 


c/m 


3D Developers Disk 


£19.95 


Electric Dist. 


vi.0 


512K 


c/m 


Architectural Design Disk 


£19.95 


Electric Dist. 


• 


512K 


c/m 


Border Pack 


£29.95 


Electric Dist. 


vl.O 


512K 


c/m 


Clip Art for DTP 1 to 5 


£14.95 


Microdeal 


v1.0 


512K ' 


c/m 


Molgraph 


£12.95 


ST Club 


■ 


512K 


c/m 


Paint Pro Library 


£24.95 


DTBS 


- 


512K 


c/m 


Pro Sprite Designer 


£19.95 


Power Computing 


- 


512K 


c 


STOS Sprites 600 


£14.95 


Mandarin Software 


v1.0 


512K 


c 


Chronos 


£199.00 


Condor Trading 




512K 


c/m 



Over 250K of serif and sans serif letters. Use these to design your own 3D greeting cards, signs and logos. 
Create your own fonts and complex 3D multi-coloured objects. Use with the Cyber series. 

A range of CAD 3D objects including decorative symbols and four types of fonts. This program is designed to 
work with CAD 3D and other programs in the Cyber series. 

This offers a collection of eight imaginative 3D comic characters and specially designed Cyber Control programs 
for animation. Create impressive and smooth animated sequences using these models. For Cyber series. 

Auto colour separation and sequence dump utility to take the hard work out of colour separations. Colour Strip is 
Degas PI1 and Neo compatible. 

Takes any Degas-compatible picture file and converts the colours palette so that the picture will print out as 
intended. The new picture can be saved and printed in the normal way. Useful for colour printer owners. 

A programming language which automates the creation and display of animations with Cyber. When used with 
CAD 3D it allows you to program in the position and movement of objects, lights and cameras. 

A 3D object generator capable of producing almost any shape. 2D cross sections can be defined and curves 
smoothed using splines. For use with CAD3D. 

A solid object modelling program. Multiple light sources and views. Includes an animator and when used with 
Cyber Control can generate animation sequences by moving objects, cameras and lights. 

This program takes 2D pictures and animation sequences from other packages and wraps them round 3D obects 
for use with Cyber Studio. 

Collection of high quality line art images in the form of GEM files which can be used with most DTP packages. 
Subjects include food, animals and transport. 

Everything you need to create spacecraft, stations, bases, vehicles, robots and andriods. Model your future then 
populate it with andriods and CAD people. For use with Cyber series. 

Omni-colour raytracing system for creating computer-generated and life-like images. Functions in monochrome 
or colour. Resulting images can be loaded into your own programs. Example GFA BASIC program supplied. 

Sophisticated animation and presentation creation package with control script langauge and a wide variety of 
pre-set visual effects at your disposal. Also as a unique MIDI-controlled multi-monitor 'video wall' facility. 

Collection of high quality images for use with DTP and graphics programs that will import IMG files. Subjects 
include animals, holidays, office and sport. 

A pattern / replication design tool, which is intended to take the hard work out of designing repeat patterns for silk 
screen printing. Once created the pattern can be separated to provide one silk screen template per colour. 

A totally unique light 'instrument' created by the legendary Jeff Minter. Use the mouse to trace out colourful light- 
forms on screen, in time to your favourite music. Loads of parameters and settings to twiddle or tweak. 

Provides a professional finishing touch to cartoons, enabling spectacular animated titles to be created. The pro- 
gram includes 3D font and 3D objects designed specifically for tilting effects. 

3D graphics modules for the Cyberseries. 

Cyber libraries for architectural design. 

Collection of clipart borders in GEM format. 

More DTP clipart. 

Graphical molecular modelling. Rotate and scale models. 

Clipart-type library Graphics for PaintPro. 

Design and animate sprites to use in your own programs. 

A collection of colour sprites ready for use in STOS programs. 

3D graphics animation package. Supports all ST and TT screen resolutions. Cut/paste motion for complex 
sequences. Mouse or tablet driven with keyboard support. 



CAD, design and drafting 



Product 



Price Supplier Version RAM Mode 



CAD3D2 


£24.95 


Electric Dist. 


V2.0 


1Mb 


c/m 


DynaCadd 


£650.00 


ExpressWorks 


- 


1Mb 


m 


HyperDraw 


£39.99 


Atari UK 


- 


51 2K 


c/m 


Easy Draw 2 


£49.95 


Electric Dist. 


- 


512K 


c/m 


GFA Draft 


£100.00 


GFA Data Media 


V3.13 


512K 


m 


Supercharged Easy Draw 2 


£79.95 


Electric Dist. 


V2.35 


1Mb 


c/m 


BeckerCAD ST 


£99.95 
£135.00 


DTBS 

DTBS 


- 


1Mb 


m 


PC Board Designer 


1Mb 


m 



A complete package which forms the basis of a versatile 3D graphical modelling system with full animation 



A comprehensive and immensly powerful CAD package which boasts brisk performance and a high level of inter- 
file compatibility with other industry-standard CAD systems. 

A straghtforward GEM-driven object-based drawing program similar in ability to EasyDraw. Used GDOS to give 
access to font files and a wide range of printers - drawings utilise the full resolution of the output device. 

A powerful drawing program for producing professional looking line drawings, technical illustrations and graphics. 
Fully WYSIWYG, Easy Draw 2 allows you to copy, rotate, mirror and flip individual or grouped objects. 

General purpose CAD software, which although powerful is very easy to learn and use with its menu and icon 
interface. Exports .GEM, DXF and HPGL file formats. Programmable interface with examples in GFA BASIC. 

Versatile drawing program with all the capabilities of Easy Draw 2 but also enables Easy Draw 2 line art to be 
combined with bit images from most popular paint 

CAD software with many features supporting Postscript output. 

CAD for printed circuit board design. Prints board and component layout. 
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C Programming Systems 



Product 




Lattice C 5 

HiSoft 

ProsperoC 
Prospero Software 

Mark Williams C 

Electric Distribution 

HiSoft C 
HiSoft 

GSTC 
GST 



£134.95 



£102.12 



£129.00 



£59.95 



£19.95 



Fast and convenient multi-window integrated environment, compact code generation. The most compre- 
hensive C development system available. 

A very easy to use GEM-based compiler. Compilation quite slow and object code produced is on trie 
bulky side. Superb documentation. A very complete package. 

A good implementation of C that comes with a good manual and lots of handy tools. Has Unix-like tools 
and a convoluted programming environment. 

Unique, the only C interpreter for the St. Type in, edit and run C programs as if you were using a 
BASIC interpreter. Can't produce stand-alone programs. 

One of the first C compilers to be released for the ST, dates back to '85. Primitive by current standards, 
also slow and low on features. Cheap, simple, crude. 



Databases 




rJafiWtaferProf. 


£39.95 


1.1C 


512K 


c/m 


Electric Distribution 










DGBase 


£49.95 


1.62 


512K 


c/m 


Digita 










K-Data 


£51.70 


1.39 


512K 


c/m 


Kuma 










Prodata 


£82.25 


1.1 


512K 


c/m 


Amor 











Superbase Personal 2 £86.91 3.02 51 2K c/m • 

Precision Software 









A rather dated middleweight database package from Electric Distribution. Some pseudo-relational capa- 
bilities. Originally developed as Trimbase. Cheap. 

Good graphical form design functions with field validation and calculation. Multi-file but not fully relation- 
al. Easy filtering and search options. 

Easy-to-use with good text entry mode. Useful keyfield list for browsing, with 'class' subset functions for 
easy tittering. Reporting facilities are fair. 

Non-GEM, but fast and quite sophisticated, visual form designs are possible and data editing is fast and 
easy. Password protection and Undo implementation. 



t Major upgrade to the original Superbase Personal features a mini WP for all-in mail merge, a eomms 
module for file transfer. Strong label printing functions. The best all-rounder and very easy to use. 



Superbase Prof. : , £217.35 3.02 1Mb c/m 

Precision Software 



Superbase Personal. £52.15 
Precision Software 



1Mb c/m 



The most sophisticated database management package available for the ST. Intelligent relational and 
graphical form design, mini WP for mail merge and a powerful DML programming language. 

The original version. Lacks the WP functions of personal 2 



mmkmm 
Financial 



■i 



■ I 



Product 


Price 


Supplier 


Version 


RAM 


Mode 




Accountant 


£299.00 


Sagesoft 


- 


512K 


c/m 


ST version of the popular Sage accounting suite. 


Accountant Plus 


£449.00 


Sagesoft 


- 


1Mb 


c/m 




Bookkeeper 


£99.00 


Sagesoft 


-■ 


512K 


c/m 


Bookkeeping module from the Sage series. 


Cashbook Controller 


£49.95 


Digita International 
Finansoft 


V1.3 


512K 

1Mb 


c/m 
c/m 


Replaces cash and petty cash books and lets you enter credit sales and purchases. It will complete double-entry 
routines. 

Comprehensive double-entry book keeping system. Uses partial GEM front-end. 


Double Sentry Elite 


£74.99 


Final Accounts 


£29.95 


Digita International 


V1.3 


512K 


c/m 


Takes information prepared by Cashbook Controller to produce a complete set of accounts. 


Financial Controller 
Home Accounts 


£599.00 
£24.95 


Sagesoft 


V2.2 


1Mb 
512K 


c/m 
c/m 


Complete accounting suite. 

Budget home accounts program for personal use. 


Digita International 


Payroll 


£99.95 


Microdeal 


vl.0 


512K 


m 


A complete and very easy-to-use program for managing your personal finances, bank accounts, etc.. 


Personal Accounts Plus 


£29.95 


Equinox 


• 


512K 


c/m 




Personal Finance Manager Plus 


£39.95 


Microdeal 


v1.0 


512K 


c/m 




Personal Tax Planner 


£39.95 


Digita International 


V4.011 


512K 


c/m 


Tax management for individuals. 


Small Business Accounts 


£80.44 


Equinox 


- 


512K 


c/m 




Small Business Accounts Extra 


£114.95 


Equinox 




512K 


c/m 




Small Business Accounts Plus 


£229.94 


Equinox 


■ 


512K 


c/m 





Atari ST User September 1991 



Programming - General 



■ 

Product 


Price 


Supplier 


Version 


RAM 


Mode 




APL68000 
C Breeze 


£99.95 
£24.95 


Micro APL 


V6.05 
vl.OO 


51 2K 
51 2K 


c/m 
c/m 


A complete development environment for the powerful APL 68000 language. GEM support and full access to the 
STs standard facilities. Includes built-in function editor and APL session manager. 

A fast text editor designed specifically for C programmers. Features a multi-file environment and automatic syn- 
tax checking. Good block handling includes a 'click on bracket' auto highlight function. 


Microdeal 


DevpacST2 


£59.95 


HiSoft 


V2.25 


512K 


c/m 


The definitive 68000 macro assembler for the Atari ST. Fast assembly, a good integrated source code editor, link- 
er and powerful disassembler/debugger. Preferred by most video game programmers. 


Fast ASM 


£19.55 


Computer Concep. 


vl.01 


51 2K 


c/m 


The in-line assembler taken from Fast BASIC and turned into a stand-alone product. No macros or debugger, but 
an excellent multi-file editor. A good starting point for learners. 


FTL Modula 2 
K-Occam 


£99.95 


HiSoft 


V1.21 


51 2K 
51 2K 


c/m 
c/m 


A solid implementation of the Modula 2 language. Features a fast one-pass compiler, multi-file GEM source code 
editor, linker and assembler, full GEM libraries and a library manager. 

Contains everything necessary to write, compile and run Occam 1 programs on the ST. Provides an ideal training 
aid for programmers interested in this transputer language. 


£63.45 


Kuma 


K-Resource 2 


£47.00 


Kuma 


- 


51 2K 


c/m 


A complete package for creating and maintaining resource files, producing output files for C, Pascal, Fortran and 
Modula 2. It can also be used with BASIC. 


K-Seka 


£51.70 


Kuma 


■ 


512K ' 


c/m 


Assembly language programming package consisting of editor, linker, assembler, disassembler, machine code 
monitor and debugger. Command-line driven. Fast but very crude with many important directives missing. 


Mission Control 


£20.00 


GFA Data Media 


v1.0 


512K 


c/m 


Program launch and linking utility for hard disk users. Select and run programs with preset data files with a single 
key press. Automatically run another program after termination of current program. 


MPE GEM Forth 


£49.95 


MPE 


V2.00 


512K 


c/m 


A Forth language environment offering GEM support down to AES, VDI and Line-A levels. Includes 68000 macro 
assembler and a useful collection of Forth source code examples. 


Nevada Cobol 


£49.95 


HiSoft 


v3.4 


51 2K 


c/m 


A CP/M-80 version of the most widely-used data management language for minicomputers and mainframes. 
Requires the Public Domain CP/M emulator. Ideal for learning and dabbling.- 


Prospero Pascal 


£102.12 


Prospero Software 


V2.151 


512K 


c/m 


A solid ISO standard implementation of the Pascal programming language. Good GEM support with several 
extensions to the ISO standard. Cross reference generator and source level debugger included. 


STOS The Game Creator 


£29.99 


Mandarin Software 


V2.5 


512K 


C 


A fast graphics oriented programming and game development environment. Includes built-in sprite and sound 
editors. Make games ludicrously easy for the novice to produce. 


WERCS 


£34.95 


HiSoft 


V1.23 


51 2K 


c/m 


A comprehensive GEM resource construction / editing kit for programmers. Excellent icon and image editing 
facilities. Good documentation and sample code for BASIC, C, assembler, Pascal and Modula 2. 


Assem Pro 


£49.95 


DTBS 


■ 


512K 


c/m 


Macro assembler package. 


Craft 


£99.95 


HiSoft 


V2.0.8 


512K 


c/m 


Unix-like shell and development environment. 


CSD C Source Debugger 


£59.95 


Electric Distribution 
Computer Concep. 


v2.0 


512K ti| 

51 2K 


c/m 
c/m 


Source level debugger for Mark Williams C. 

Creates stand-along Fast BASIC programs, not a compiler. 


FB Runtime Disk 


£11.50 


Fast ST BASIC (ROM) 


£89.90 


Computer Concep. 




512K 


c/m 


Cartridge version of Fast BASIC. 


Forth MT 


£49.95 
£19.95 


DTBS 
Electric Dist. 


V1.16 


512K 
512K 


c/m 
c/m 


Simple 68000 assembler. 


GST ASM 


HiSoft FORTH 


£39.95 


HiSoft 


V1.01A 


512K 


c/m 


Forth-83 standard with full access to ST specifics including GEM. 


Personal Pascal 


£79.95 


HiSoft 


V2.05 


51 2K 


c/m 


Full Pascal development system.. 


Prospero Fortran For GEM 


£102.12 


Prospero 


- 


512K 


c/m 




Prospero Fortran 68881 Libraries 


£70.50 


Prospero 


- 


51 2K 


c/m 


FPU libraries for Prospero Fortran. 


Prospero Pascal 68881 Libraries 


£70.50 


Prospero 


- 


512K 


c/m 


FPU libraries for Pascal. 


Prospero C 68881 Libraries 


£70.50 


Prospero 


- 


: 512K 


c/m 


FPU libraries for Prospero C. 


STOS Compiler 


£20.99 


Mandarin Software 


v1.0 


512K 


c 


Compile STOS code to stand-alone programs. 


WERCS Plus 


£49.95 


HiSoft 


vl.21 


512K 


c/m 


WERCS bundled with a GDOS kit. Includes extra docs. 


Z80/68000 Code Translator 


£99.95 


CP Software 


- 


512K 


c/m 


Convert Z80 source code into 68000. 


GFA Assembler 


£50.00 


GFA Data Media 


v1.5 


512K 


c/m 


Integrated editor, Macro Assembler, linker and debugger. Checks syntax on entry. 


Highspeed Pascal 


£99.95 


HiSoft 


vl.1 


512K 


c/m 


Integrated Pascal compiler system compatible with Turbo Pascal 5 on the PC 


DevpacTT 


£129.00 


HiSoft 


V3.01 




c/m 


The TT version of Devpac ST 


Z80 Macro Cross Assembler 


£49.95 


D&S Software 


- 


512K 


c/m 


z80 programmers development system. Includes editor, assembler, linker ans RS232 transfer utility. 


MakeST 


£19.95 


D&S Software 


■ 


512K 


c/m 


Programmer's MAKE utility. Requires assembler, compiler, linker and library manager programs in TTP format. 
Supplied with instructions for Z80 cross assembler, Devpac, Prospero C and others. 



Sound Sampling 



Product 


Price 


Supplier Version 


RAM 


Mode 




MasterSound 2 


£39.95 


Microdeal 


512K 


c/m 


Budget sampler, modest but capable. Now with STE-specific functions. 


Pro Sound Designer Gold 


£50.07 


Power Computing - 


512K 


c/m 


Includes Pro-MIDI, Pro-Light an RAP. 


Replay 8 

Replay Professional 


£79.95 


Microdeal §33 


512K 
512K 


c/m 
c/m 


Popular and capable sound sampler, good editing facilities. Recently improved and relaunched. 
High-spec sampling package with useful sound processing facilities. 


£129.95 


Microdeal v1.1 


STOS Maestro 


£24.99 


Mandarin Software v1.1 


512K 


c 


Sample editor geared up for STOS. Available with sampler cartridge for £69.95. 


TCB Tracker 


£15.00 


MPH 


512K 


c 


Superb sample sequencer with MIDI capability and processor efficient sample playing. Full STE support. 


DAATASOUND 


£39.95 


Pandaal Marketing - 


51 2K 


c/m 


Sampling cartridge with editor/sequencer software. 6-25Hz sampling, echo, fade etc. STe enhancements. 
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■ 



Utilities - Disk 



Product 


Price 


Supplier 


Version 


RAM 


Mode 




Dash 


£19.95 


Microdeal 


V1.00 


512K 


c/m 


A handy collection of disk management utilities all rolled into one program. Formatter, copier, virus detector, and 
an option which attempts to copy corrupted disks. Not particularly good - try the PD scene for better utils. 


Hard Disk Accelerator 


£29.99 


Third Coast Tech 


■ 


512K 


c/m 


Gives an option of installing a RAM cache of between 8K and 64K, It works effectively but doesn't seem to offer 
anything special over PD caches or the utilities supplied with most hard disks. 


Knife ST 


£34.95 


HiSoft 


vl.08 


512K 


c/m 


A hacker's dream - not the pirating person, but the programmer who knows his bits from his bytes and likes to 
boldy explore the innermost depths of the STs memory and disk system. 


Sentry 
ST Doctor 


£49.95 
£19.55 


Third Coast Tech 
Computer Concep. 


vl.02 


512K 


c/m 
c/m 


Hard disk defragger, arranges files into continous sectors on the hard disk making them load faster. Includes an 
undelete program for rescuing wanted files from that bit-bucket in the sky. Overpriced. 

An old, but still useful disk editing utility that installs itself as a desk accessory. Combines a fast memory monitor, 
disk editor and program disassembler in one utility. 


512K 


Crystal 


£24.95 


Electric Dist. 


v1.0 


512K 


c/m 


Multi-function disk utility. Old but still quite good. 


Flash 


£19.41 


Power Computing 


■ 


512K 


c/m 


Fast hard disk backup program with a caching utility. 


Hard Drive Turbo 


£29.95 


Microdeal 


v1.0 


512K 


c/m 


Collection of HD tuning and optimising utilities. Risky. 


Savedl 


£34.95 


HiSoft 


V2.22 


512K 


c/m 


Useful collection of disk utilities available from the desk accessory slot. 


Supra HD utils 


£49.95 


Frontier Software 


- 


512K 


c/m 


The complete Supra hard disk software set. 


UISIII 


£19.95 


ST Club 


v3.1 


51 2K 


c/m 


Universal Item Selector 3, packed full of useful disk/file options. 



Utilities - General 



Product 



Price 




Blow Up 


£14.95 


HAT Software 


v1 


512K 


c/m 


Produces large print outs of any Degas PI1 or Neo format picture, scaling up to 2/3/4 times the original size. 


DAATAfax 


£34.95 


Pandaal Marketing 


- 


512K 


c/m 


Computerised Filofax information manager. Enter and maintain your Filofax data with this easy-to-use software, 
then print is all out on to Filofax-compatible paper. Helps you keep your organiser neat and up-to-date. 


Epson Emulator (SLM804) 


£29.99 


Atari UK 


V1.00 


2Mb 


c/m 


If you must, then you can force the powerful Atari laser printer to emulate a humble Epson dot-matrix printer. 
More flexible than the Diablo emulator and useful for graphics and art packages that can't drive a laser. 


First Mail 


£14.95 
£39.95 


Electric Distribution 
Care Electronics 


V3.04 
V3.03 


51 2K 
51 2K 


c/m 
c/m 


A mail-merge program which is compatible with all versions of First Word Plus. First Mail will allow you to com- 
bine your word processor with all the popular database programs currently available on the Atari ST. 

If the STs built in screen dump facility isn't good enough then replace it with this powerful and flexible utility. Any 
size dumps are possible and you can also dump any grabbed section of the screen. 


Flexidump Plus 


Fontkit Plus 


£19.95 


ST Club 


V3.0 


51 2K 


c/m 


This nicely presented package includes a comprehensive suite of well written software centred around an excel- 
lent GDOS font editor. Use the fonts provided or design your own. Good documentation. 


Font Print 

Harlekin 

K-lndex 


£5.95 

£49.95 

£21.15 


ST Club 
HiSoft 


V1.00 
vl.07 


51 2K 


c/m 
c/m 
c/m 


Allows any Epson-compatible printer to emulate the downloadable font facility. Intercepts normal ASCII text sent 
to the printer and replaces with a bit-map. Uses GEMDOS font files to produce good results. 

A remarkable multi-function desk accessory. Packed with useful features including a Scapbook yearplanner/diary, 
fast text edfiorAVP, comms module, disk utilities, files/memory editor, print buffer, and a whole stack more. 

Indexing utility which produces an itemised, alphabetical page referenced index from marked words/phrases in a 
word processed document. Operates with K-Word 2, First Word and ST Word files. Fast and easy to use. 


1Mb 
512K 


Kuma 


K-Rhymes 


£21.15 


Kuma 




512K 


c/m 


Based on Longmans' Pocket Dictionary of Rhymes, K-Rhpes enables you to explore the many possible 
rhymes in the English language. It operates as a desk accessory, for access from within applications. 


K-Roget 


£51.70 


Kuma 


- 


1Mb 


c/m 


Operates as a desk accessory enabling word processor users to select the ideal word from its database of over 
1 50,000 words and phrases. Includes phonetic spelling checker which will suggest correctly spelt alternatives. 


NeoDesk3 
Revolver 


£39.95 
£39.84 


Electric Dist. 


V3.01 


512K 
1Mb 


c/m 
c/m 


The ultimate full-featured alternative Desktop replaces the standard item built in to your ST. Extended file copying 
and formatting facilities combined with dozens of icons and handy shortcuts make this a must. 

An advanced program switcher. Roll in and roll out the entire contents of the STs memory to disk (preferably the 
hard variety) so you can quickly chop and change between software applications. 


Power Computing 


Tempus 2 


£39.95 


HiSoft 


V2.07 


512K 


c/m 


Designed mainly for programmers tapping in source code, however, this incredibly fast multi-window text editor 
has some simple word processing facilities too. No other text editor matches its performance. 


Turbo ST 


£34.95 


HiSoft 


V1.84 


512K 


c/m 


Software blitter that intercepts some of the STs operating system routines and replaces them with ultra-fast alter- 
natives giving vastly improved screen handling and GEM drawing performance. DA and AUTO folder versions. 


Utilities Plus 


£29.95 


Microdeal 


vl.OO 


51 2K 


c/m 


A mixed bag of utilities. Some may be considered to be essential, but you'll be scratching your head wondering 
how to make use of the others. Good manual and a lot of programs for the price. 


Back Pack 


£49 


Computer Concep. 


- 


512K 


c/m 


Cartridge-based multi-function organiser/utility set. 


Easy Tools 


£39.95 


Electric Dist. 


V1.0 


1Mb 


c/m 


Collection of extra functions for EasyDraw 2. 


Juggler 2 


£24.95 


Microdeal 


v2 


512K 


c/m 


Program switcher. Not as reliable as the opposition. 


K-Switch II 


£29.95 


Kuma 


- 


51 2K 


c/m 


Solid four-partition switcher with no clever features. 


Mailshot 


£24.95 


Digita Intern. 


v1.0 


512K 


c/m 


Crude address label printing utility. 


Mailshot Plus 


£49.95 


Digita Intern. 


v1.0 


512K 


c/m 


Souped-up Mailshot. Use a database package instead. 


Partner ST 


£49.95 


Electric Dist. 


v1.0 


512K 


c/m 


Comprehensive screen-print utility. Coulour screen prints in portrait or landscape. Mono version available £10.95 


IMPrint 


£15.95 


ZZSoft 


- 


512K 


c/m 


Very naughty hardware-based backup tool. 


Twist 


£39.95 


HiSoft 


v1.0 


512K 


c/m 


Program switcher with several unique features including an animated screen roll. 
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Education and Learning 



Product 



Version RAM 



Better Maths 


£22.95 


School Software 




512K 


c 


A compilation of maths programs. Better Maths is ideal for the ambitious student, giving hours of tuition for GCSE 
and similar exams. Covers a wide range of popular sections of maths at this level. 


Better Spelling 


£22.95 


School Software 


- 


512K 


c 


An effective spelling course suitable for young people and adults. Main emphasis is on developing and improving 
spelling skills. 


First Paint 


£12.95 


HAT Software 


v1.0 


51 2K 


c 


Suitable for a complete beginner, from the very young to adult age. Large easy-to-read menus and mouse opera- 
tions. Degas-compatible standard 16-colour painting. 


First Type 


£12.95 


HAT Software 


- 


51 2K 


c/m 


Converts the ST into an electronic typewriter suitable as an introduction to word processing for young children. 


Fun School 2 Under 6s 


£20.99 


Database Ed. s/w 


v1.0 


51 2K 





Consisting of eight seperate programs, Fun School 2 offers a broad appeal with good teaching qualities. Biggest- 
selling educational package ever, with sales in the UK exceeding 150,000 units. 


Fun School 2 6-8s 


£20.99 


Database Ed. s/w 


v1.0 


512K 


c 


Eight colourful programs designed by educationalists: Number Train, Maths Maze, Caterpiller, Shopping Packing, 
Treasure Hunt, Number Jump and Bounce. 


Fun School 2 Over 8s 


£20.99 


Database Ed. s/w 


v1.0 


512K 


c 


Eight clearly designed programs to entertain and educate your children: Logic Doors, Build a Bridge, Passage of 
Guardians, Unicorn, Escape, Souvenirs, Code Boxes and Mystery Machine. 


Jigspell 


£14.95 


HAT Software 


v1.0 


512K 


c/m 


Teaches spelling by encouraging children to remember words rather than copying them over and over again. 


Magic Maths (4 to 8) 
Maths Mania (8 to 12) 


£22.95 


School Software 




512K 

512K 


c 
c 


Five programs which reinforce addition and subtraction, counting, number skills and mathematical concepts. 
Variety of difficulty levels to challenge the child. 

Emphasis on multiplication and division with many levels of difficulty to suit different ages and abilities. 


£22.95 


School Software 


Mavis Beacon Teaches Typing 


£26.07 


Mindscape 


- 


512K 


c/m 


A sophisticated typing tutor with artificial intelligence. Mavis guides you through a series of different tests and 
exercises, identifying your typing strengths and weaknesses. 


The Three Bears 


£22.95 


School Software 


- 


512K 


c 


Improves reading skills and develops imaginative thought. A disk-based adventure with a strong educational con- 
tent aimed at youngsters aged between 5 and 10. 


ABZoo 


£3.99 


Microdeal 


vl.0 


512K 


c 


Alphabet drill for the toddlers. 


Algebra 1 


£3.99 


Microdeal 


vl.0 


512K ! 


c 


Learn algebra the fun way. 


Astronomy Lab 


£19.95 


ST Club 


■ 


< 512K 


c/m 


A complete astronomy exploration package. 


Let's Spell At Home 


£19.95 


Soft Stuff 


- 


512K 


c/m 


Theme-based spelling tutor. 


Let's Spell At The Shops 


£19.95 


Soft Stuff 


• 


I 512K ! 


c/m 


Theme-based spelling tutor. 


MusiCal 


£113.85 


Evenlode 


- 


1 512K 


c 


Music for beginners. 


Puzzle Book 1 4-90 Years 


£19.95 


Soft Stuff 


- 


51 2K 


c/m 




Quizam 


£19.95 


Electronic Arts 


- 


51 2K 


c/m 




Spell Book 4 to 9 Years 


£19.95 


Soft Stuff 


- 


51 2K 


c/m 




Things To Do With Numbers 


£19.95 


Soft Stuff 


- 


51 2K 


c/m 


Basic numeracy for young children. 


Things To Do With Words 


£19.95 


Soft Stuff 




| 512K i 


c/m 


Exploring words. 


Prof Plays a New Game 


£25.53 


Prisma Software 


- 


512K 


c 


Reading pack for non readers. Includes 5 reading books and cassette story 


Prof Looks at Words 


£25.53 


Prisma Software 




[s12KJ 


c 


An introduction to spelling. 


Prof Makes Sentences 
Prof Hunts for Words 


£25.53 

£25.53 


Prisma Software 


- 


512K 

512K 


c 

c 


Encourages writing simple sentences and introduces the keyboard. 
Using clues to hunt for words, encourages reasoning and deduction. 


Prisma Software 


- 



Programming - BASIC 



Product 



Price Supplier Version RAM Mode 






Fast ST BASIC 


£44.95 


Computer Concep. - 


512K 


c/m 


A BASIC interpreter with a superb multi-window program editor. Based on a structured BBC BASIC with a built-in 
assembler. Slow but easy-to-use. 


GFABASIC3 


£50.00 


GFA Data Media v3.5 


51 2K 


c/m 


An advanced and high performance BASIC interpreter offering good low-level access to the operating system. 
Extensive command set giving immediate access to all facilities in the ST. 


GFA BASIC Compiler ■ 


£30.00 


GFA Data Media v3.5 


51 2K 


c/m 


This fast compiler takes GFA BASIC 3 programs and turns them into executable program files. Code generated 
is compact and very fast in execution. C-generated code can linked in at compile time. 


GFA BASIC System 2 


£20.00 


GFA Data Media - 


512K 


c/m 


Combined BASIC interpreter and compiler ideal for both the new programmer and experienced programmer 
alike. The interpreter is fast but the compiler will produce code almost as fast as machine code. 


GFA GUP 


£30.00 


GFA Data Media vl.0 


512K 


c/m 


A set of pre-written subroutines designed to make GEM programming in GFA BASIC 3 easier. GUP actually con- 
sists of a GEM skeleton program which you customise and add your own programs to. 


HiSoft BASIC 2 


£69.95 


HiSoft 


512K 


c/m 


An advanced Microsoft QuickBASIC compatible BASIC compiler. Features a fast GEM source editor with inte- 
grated compiler. All of the advantages of a compiler plus all of the advantages of an interpreter. 
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Calligrapher Junior ? 

Calligrapher junior is a word-processor with a difference - it has powerful 
graphic and presentation facilities to give your words more impact. 



a 



Fonts provided in a variety of styles. Real 
holds. Real italics. Five different families of 
fonts supplied as standard: 

Zurich 

Holland, Holland Bold and Italic 
Unitype Medium and Bold 
MathSymbols ap%6e(}) yrjABXAEO 
Ornaments^ ©All! S 

Vector outline fonts allow you to print big 
headlines or small print from 6pt to 128pt. 

small print at 6pt using vector outline font 

48pt Font 



80,000 word spelling checker, with phonetic 
■ and alphabetic guess. User dictionary, skip one 
or all occurrences. You can even check as you 
type. 



mmmm 



\ Chancie One ifciiange All 



Skip One 



Skip fill 



Learn 



1 6" ess "" 






Up to 7 documents can be held in memory at 
once. You can switch between them and cut, 
copy and paste from one to another. 



m Drivers for 9 pin printers and 24 pin printers. 
(Will also drive ink jet printers such as the 
BJlOe at 180 DPI). If you have GDOS bitmap 
fonts, Calligrapher can use these as well. 



Imports .IMG and .GEM graphics, which can 
be freely resized within Calligrapher. You can 
also convert, crop and manipulate Degas and 
Neochrome pictures. 




Preview your document before you print. You 
can view 1, 2 or 8 pages at a time. 







^■Kv'4'G- 


Preview 
Page ij 




Calhgrapiier Junior 


s5s^i"ri''nr»';i""'"* J iy.'' ; j"ii'.' '■ 


s&^^ 


1 Eight Panel 


1 Tno Page 1 






1 Update 1 

Ed) DDE 

asHm 


S2SS— » , 






1 Cancel 1 



Multiple columns. You can have several 
columns on the page, edit with multiple 
columns on screen and preview your work. 



I 200,000 Synonym thesaurus included as 
standard. (Requires 1 double sided disk drive). 



Desk File Edit Find Font Fornat Insert Tags Miscs Idea Box fU9U8 



Thesaurus 

Word; point!__ 
point 



denote 
direct 
hint 
imply 
Indicate 
level 
refer 
signify 
suggest 
Nouns(s) 
apex 
article 
aspect 



apex 



Nouns(s) 

climax 
crest 

crisis 

maximum 

meridian 

peak 

pinnacle 

point 

Hp 

zenith 



r~!xTt~l I Replace! 

I Find 1 

Hard Trail 



point 
apex 



| Headers and footers on odd, even or all pages. 
You can change the headers and footers 
repeatedly throughout the document. Headers 
can contain multiple lines, rules and graphics 
etc. 

Footnotes with identifying numbers. You can 
put almost anything in footnotes that can be 
included in normal text. 

Calligrapher Junior can run on a 520 ST and is 
provided on single sided disks. 1Mb of 
memory is recommended. 



jgj Costs only £69.00 



all inclusive. 



THE ONLY THING JUNIOR IS THE PRICE 

Brochure and Demo disk from Working Title, PO Box 4, Eynsham, Oxford, OX8 1 UD. Tel. 0865 88 35 92 Fax. 0865 88 32 33 



INTERACTIVE 



PORTABLE FONTS 

Ql notice that some suppliers of clip art 
on the ST have ported it over from a 
Macintosh computer, that is, a PC. 
Would it therefore be possible with a PC 
emulator to port the Electronic Font Foundry 
fonts (from the Archimedes) to an ST as the 
EFF fonts are superior to anything seen so 
far? 

I want top quality DTP typesetting and 
music notation without loads of repetitive type 
software. Impression II on the Archimedes 
and PageStream on the ST, for example, both 
use outline fonts. 

D Stone, Walsall, West Midlands 

A Although it is often possible to 
port clip art from one computer 
to another in various forms, the 
same is certainly not true for fonts. 
Your first mistake is thinking that the 
Macintosh is a PC. I contacted EFF 
who confirmed my suspicions that it 
is not going to be possible to port the 
fonts from the Archimedes to the ST. 
The problem is that the fonts for 
different packages tend to be in 
totally incompatible formats, so even 
though you could copy the fonts 
quite easily from one machine to 
another, the software on one com- 
puter would almost certainly not 
recognise the fonts from another. 

If I understand your final sentence, 
you do not want to buy two DTP 
packages both using outline fonts, 
just because the fonts available for 
the Archimedes are "superior to any- 
thing seen so far". I think you'd find it 
hard to beat fonts available for the 
top DTP programs on the ST, such as 
PageStream and Calamus, so the ST 
should be the ideal tool. 

QUESTIONS, QUESTIONS 

Q Directly due to your magazine I am 
about to join the world of computer cra- 
zies by purchasing an Atari 520 STE. 
Perhaps you will be kind enough to allay a 
few fears which have already arisen. 

How great is the danger of contracting a 
virus? Is this risk increased with the buying of 
PD disks? What is the difference between 
DSDD and DSHD disks and the benefits or 
otherwise of them? How reliable is the Atari's 
power supply? Do you think that I should still 
buy a computer? 

M G Fowler, Harwich, Essex 

Alt is always difficult to decide 
which new computer to buy, 
and I think you have made the 
right decision in asking these ques- 
tions before parting with your cash. 
Viruses can only infect disks which 






Computer 
cracking up? 
Disks doing 
back flips? 
Printer out 
of puff? 
Atari ST 
User's 
very own 
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is at your 
disposal 




are not write protected. If you always 
write protect any new disk being put 
in your machine, then even if you get 
a disk with a virus on it, it cannot 
spread. I would recommend getting a 
virus killer - there are a number 
available - and checking every disk 
you get. 

In general, a virus will only infect 
your computer if it is on a disk which 
is in drive A when the computer is 
first switched on or re-booted. A 
virus cannot stay in your machine if 
it is switched off for any length of 
time - say, one minute to be totally 
safe. 

So with a few sensible precautions 
you should remain virus free. As for 



the chances of getting a virus being 
increased by buying PD software, the 
answer is no - but you should still 
check all disks to be on the safe 
side. 

The difference between DSDD and 
DSHD is significant for ST owners. 
DSHD (Double Sided High Density 
rather than Double Sided Double 
Density) disks are designed for com- 
puters with high density disk drives. 
They are capable of holding more 
data, and are therefore more expen- 
sive. 

Although they can be used with 
STs, it is not recommended as some 
"normal" disk drives may have prob- 
lems writing to a high density disk. 
In any case, the Atari cannot read 
disks which have been formatted on 
a high density disk drive. 

The ST's power supply is very reli- 
able generally. Although some early 
STs tended to get rather warm (well, 
alright then, very hot!) this is much 
less of a problem with the STE. 

Finally - yes! Go and buy an ST 
now! 



OUTSIDE HELP 

QF A Fulbrook writes in response to 
July's Interactive Rescue: I have had 
the same problem as S Morris of York 
with the Citizen 120D+ printer and NLQ in 
First Word Plus. 

The problem lies with the Epson FX printer 
driver, EPSON_FX.CFG, which does not sup- 
port NLQ at all. The simplest answer is to 
switch the printer to NLQ format by holding 
down the LF button and pressing the On Line 
button. 

The alternative is to edit the 
EPSON_LQ.CFG file, which gives NLQ in all 
modes except when importing graphics. The 
changes required are as follows: alter the 
printer configuration line to 0,0,C,48,0,0, then 
alter the characteristics line 26 to 1B, 2A, 5 
and line 34 to 1B, 41, 12. 

Save the edited file to another name, such 

as CITIZEN. HEX, then run the INSTALL.PRG 

program to produce a .CFG file. The results 

can be tested using the supplied TEST.DOC. 

FA Fulbrook, Milton Keynes 

MINE'S A DOUBLE 

Q Please could you help me with a cou- 
ple of problems? I have a 520 and a 
Canon BJ10e printer and use either ST 
WRITER or the Organiser supplied with the 
ST. When I try to print letters the printer prints 
in double line format. How do I stop it doing 
this? 

The other problem is I have some trouble 



...anything can happen in the next half hour... 
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getting Atari ST User, even though I have an 
order with a newsagent. I could not get the 
February issue for love nor money. I hope you 
can help. 

E K Bull, Ipswich, Suffolk 

A Unfortunately, I do not have a 
Canon BJlOe to experiment 
with, but I suspect that like 
most printers it has some form of 
switch setting which allows it to 
print an automatic line feed with car- 
riage return. 

If this option is set on the printer, 
every time your computer tells it to 
do a carriage return (ie move the 
print head back to the left margin) 
the printer automatically also per- 
forms a line feed. 

If your software also sends a line 
feed after a carriage return - which 
most do - then you end up getting 
two line feeds for your money. Find 
out from your printer manual how to 
switch the option off, and Robert 
should be your father's brother. 

The lack of February's - and any 
other - issue of Atari ST User is very, 
very serious indeed. Contact the 
Back Issue department on 051-357 
1275 immediately or fill in the order 
form elsewhere. 

Seriously though, if any readers 
have difficulty obtaining their copy, 
please let us know so we can send 
the boys round to the newsagents. 
And they're very clumsy... 

UP, UP AND AWAY 

QFor some time I have wanted to swap 
the internal disk drive for a 1Mb drive. 
There are many on the market now, but 
I would prefer not to make any changes to the 
case of my ST. 

Then I wondered if there was an external 
drive that could be swapped with the internal 
drive, putting the single sided drive into the 
case from the double sided drive? 

Secondly, I may upgrade to 1Mb of ram 
using one of the pre-populated boards that 
could be increased later. Would there be any 
performance differences between the differ- 
ent makes? 

Lastly, are there any blitter chip upgrades 
available, and before I consider upgrading 
the Tos, how do I know which version I have? 

Peter Slegg, Newton-le-Willows, Lancashire 

A Although most external drives 
could be removed from their 
cases and fitted internally, I 
doubt if you will find one which fits 
without modifying the case at all. 
The case modification is very small, 
however, and only takes a few min- 
utes. 

There should be no performance 
differences between the different 
memory upgrade boards on offer - 
but try to have a look at the fitting 
instructions before parting with any 
money. Some upgrades are not as 
easy to fit as their suppliers would 
have you believe! 

Blitter upgrades are available, 
though the fitting is not easy. Try 
Ladbroke Computing (0772) 203166, 
and before buying, make sure it will 
work on your version of the ST. There 




are several PD utilities which show 
which version of the operating sys- 
tem the machine is running. Contact 
one of the PD libraries through the 
adverts in this magazine and they 
should be able to supply you with one 
for a small fee. 

ANY PORT IN A STORM 

Qls it possible to use the cartridge port of 
an Atari 1040 STF to input data from an 
analogue to digital converter? If this is 
possible, I would be grateful if you could give 
advice on any information available. 

Failing this, is it possible to use any of the 
other ports on the Atari? I enclose a stamped 
addressed envelope if you are able to answer 
by letter. 

John Sherman, Colchester, Essex 

Alt certainly is possible. Input 
through the cartridge port is not 
only possible, but used by a 
wide variety of sound sampling car- 
tridges. As for the methods required, 
this is somewhat outside the scope 
of Interactive Rescue - perhaps one 
of our readers could help? 

As a reminder to all readers, I can- 
not possibly reply to queries individu- 
ally - the magazine would never get 
published! So please do not include 
saes with your queries. 

SHARE AND SHARE ALIKE 

Ql have been asking myself the same 
question for ages. Is it possible to have 
three computers linked up to the same 
printer? My dad owns an IBM computer, I own 
an Atari STE and my sister owns an Atari 
STFM. We own a Hewlett Packard Deskjet 
500. Is it possible to have these computers 
linked to our printer? If so, what do we need to 
doit? 

William Robertson, Voe, Shetland 

A I take it your father drew the 
short straw when it came to 
buying computers! As long as all 
three computers are printing via the 
Parallel Centronics port, that is, the 
printer port on the ST, and not the 
serial RS232 port, then all you need 
is a printer sharer. These can be 
obtained from many sources. Try Eve- 
sham Micros (0386 765500) who do a 
four-way automatic switcher for 
£69.95. 
The main problem with this tends 



to be the maximum length of printer 
cable. You may find one or more of 
the machines not printing if the cable 
used is too long. 

This can be overcome by printing 
via the RS232 port, where cables can 
be almost as long as you like. Some 
packages and printers, however, do 
not support printing via this port. 

OPEN AND SHUT CASE 

Ql am an Open University student. Next 
year I am going to study course T102 
Living with Technology. I own an Atari 
1040ST that I use on a Steinberg Midi set up. 
The way I read things, I have to buy an IBM 
computer - because they have no hire ones 
left. I have heard of a package called pc ditto 
that turns the Atari into an IBM computer. 

Can you advise me on any software I could 
buy, and would the ST then be up to the 
required specification? Can the Atari handle 
this lot, or wot? 

Derek Drury, Maidstone, Kent 

A From the details you enclosed 
with your letter, I would guess 
that any of the PC emulators 
available for the Atari would be suit- 
able for your requirements. The one 
you mention, pc ditto, is very slow as 
it is a software emulator. 

This means that every PC machine 
code instruction has to be translated 
in software before being executed. 
For many applications this shouldn't 
be too much of a problem. 

The best bet would be to go for one 
of the several hardware PC emula- 
tors, such as PC-speed or AT-speed. 
Be prepared to fork out around £100 
minimum for such emulation, and 
check that the suppliers can provide 
a version of MSdos. 

I notice that the course requires 
use of Gem. Although the ST has 
Gem built in, unfortunately you will 
have to buy a version of Gem if it is 
required for your course. 

MAGNETIC ATTRACTION 

Ql felt I must write and complain about 
the Absolute Beginners article in issue 
64. Since the service concerns intro- 
ducing the novice user to the many aspects 
of computing, one would expect the article to 
be factually correct. 

My most important complaint concerns the 
advice on how robust floppy disks are: "... get >■ 
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► the biggest magnet you can find and rub it 
backwards and forwards over the disk...". Let 
me put you straight about the magnet trick. 

The data is encoded onto a floppy disk by 
writing a magnetic pattern on to the magnetiz- 
able surface of the disk. In order to corrupt or 
erase this data the disk must be exposed to a 
magnetic field strength greater than 30 Oes- 
terds. This is the threshold figure quoted by 
IBM above which disk function cannot be 
guaranteed. (1 Oesterd = 79.58 amps per 
metre). 

A more common unit to express the 
strength of a magnet is in terms of its mag- 
netic flux density. The units are Tesla or 
Gauss (10,000 Gauss = 1 Tesla). If we are 
using a magnet in air then a flux density of 1 
Gauss is equivalent to a field strength of 1 
Oesterd. So a magnet having a flux density 
greater than 30 Gauss is obviously bad news 
for our floppy and hard disks. 

To put this into perspective, an average 
loudspeaker magnet used in a 6in drive unit 
has a flux density of approx 250 Gauss. 
OOPS! Bye bye data! 

Dr Paul Lethbridge, Lewes, E Sussex 

A The idea the Absolute Beginners 
article was attempting to put 
over was that disks are not 
quite as fragile as many people seem 
to believe. It was pointed out more 
than once that a back up should be 
kept. 

Although your figures are impres- 
sive, and I do not doubt the validity 
of them, I have just taken a 5in 
speaker magnet - I don't have a Sin 
one! - and spent five minutes rubbing 
it over a disk. The disk is in perfect 
condition. 

Now I don't expect everyone to 
rush out and test this for themselves 
- I'm sure that with a higher strength 
magnet or more prolonged use I 
could have corrupted the disk. 

But I think the point has been 
made. You shouldn't mistreat your 
disks, but neither do you need to be 
excessively cautious - as long as you 
have a back up. 

STE UPGRADE 

Q While having my STFM in pieces to fit a 
half megabyte upgrade, I noticed a 
square printed on the circuit board to 
take a blitter chip. What I would like to know 
is, is it possible to convert an STFM to an STE 
by installing/replacing the various chips 
needed, or is it more complicated than that? 

If it is possible, do you know of any compa- 
nies that will be producing a kit, and how 
much it would cost? I hope this can be done, 
as it would be a lot cheaper than selling up 
and starting again. 

Philip Hall, Harleston, Norfolk 

A The simple answer to your ques- 
tion is NO! There have been a 
number of changes to the ST in 
its evolution from STFM to STE. 
While, in principle, it would be possi- 
ble to upgrade one to the other, it 
would be more expensive than sim- 
ply buying a new STE. 

For example, you would need an 
upgrade similar to TC Developments 
4096C colour board, reviewed else- 
where in this issue, a blitter chip, 




upgraded Tos chips, the extra sound 
hardware and don't forget the extra 
joystick ports. Even if all these were 
available, the cost would probably be 
higher than an STE. If you do want to 
upgrade, I would suggest selling your 
current ST and shopping around for a 
new STE. 

THE PLOT THICKENS 

QThe July issue of Atari ST User printed 
some very useful information concern- 
ing the Tandy CGP115 four colour 
printer. However, the first program failed to 
change the text colours. I suggest it needed: 

SS LPRINT CliN 

to make it work properly. 

Please could you print a program that 
could be merged in GFA Basic to get a four 
colour screendump by pressing Alt/Help? 

N W Scott, Altrincham, Cheshire 

A Thank you for pointing out the 
change to the program needed 
to change the text colours. I'm 
afraid I do not know of any screen- 
dump programs available for the 
Tandy. Can anyone else help? 

OH BROTHER! 

Ql recently purchased a Brother M-1009 
printer at an office sale of second-hand 
equipment, but I am afraid it did not 
have the instruction manual supplied with it. 

Consequently I have been unable to get it 
to print on my STFM. I was wondering if it 
could be either the printer lead supplied 
(Canon GB8420 ADB 25P) or the switch setup 
on the inside of the printer which has two sets 
of eight switches? 

A friend told me to try a Centronics printer 
lead, but I do not wish to go to further 
expense if possible. I am writing to you in the 
hope that you can help me before I go out of 
my switch flicking mind. 

P R Morgan, Gwent, S Wales 

A If you only knew how many let- 
ters like this we get! My advice 
would be to try to borrow a Cen- 
tronics lead from someone - prefer- 
ably one that is currently running 



All points bulletins to 
Interactive Rescue, 

Atari ST User, Europa House, 

Adlington Park, Macclesfield 

SK1Q4NP 



with an ST. Try this lead with a few 
switch settings but bear in mind that 
the printer probably only reads the 
switches if it is powered off then on 
again. 

If this doesn't help, there's not 
much I can suggest. Try finding a 
supplier of the printers to see if you 
can take a look at a manual. Maybe 
one of our readers has a copy of the 
manual - if so, write in and I'll put 
you in contact with one another. 

But let this be a warning to every- 
one. Without a manual you could be 
in for 32768 different switch posi- 
tions before you hit the right combi- 
nation! 

HIGH DENSITY HOPES 

Ql own an Atari 1040ST and I would like 
to ask whether the HD module which is 
being offered by the Atari Workshop is 
reliable enough to work with all HD Drives. 
The problem is that I want to get it but I hear 
from people that it doesn't work properly with 
HD drives. 

In fact, I was advised that although installa- 
tion of the module is easy, getting it to work 
properly with HD drives, even with the one 
offered by the Atari Workshop, requires exten- 
sive modifications. Another reason is that HD 
Drives are ridiculously cheap in my country 
(around £26 for an original Sony drive) and 
not getting one is sort of odd here when all 
my PC owning friends have at least one 
1.44Mb drive. 

I need the extra storage capacity, but I 
wonder whether to take the risk. After all, 
£100 (for the kit) is no small sum. especially 
for a student like me. Should I instead wait for 
the official release of an HD drive by Atari? 

Steven Chan, Republic of Singapore 

The problem with using a High Den- 

Asity disk system with the Atari 
is that, once in High Density 
mode the interface tries to read 
all drives attached as high density 
drives. So copying from, say, an 
external double sided double density 
disk to the internal high density disk 
would be impossible, as the data 
could not be read from the external 
drive. 

To overcome this, a modification is 
made to the High Density drive which 
switches the system to High Density 
mode only when the HD drive is 
accessed, defaulting to Double Den- 
sity mode at other times. This modifi- 
cation would be required for all HD 
drives if you also wish to use Double 
Density drives. 

The kit supplied by the Atari Work- 
shop costs £99.95 (inc VAT) includ- 
ing the modified High Density drive, 
though the kit can be supplied with- 
out the drive for around £32.50. As 
you say, installation is quite simple, 
requiring three solder joints and one 
pin to be cut. 

The Atari Workshop had some 
problems with their latest batch of 
HD drives, as their supplier had 
changed the specification, which 
meant that their modifications no 
longer worked correctly. However a 
solution to this problem has been 
found. 
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S^tPOWER COMPUTING 



NEW LOW PRICES 



SPECIAL OFFER ORIGINAL SERIES 900 



100MBHARDDRIVES 



PACK 1 



£499 



100MB SERIES900 

Power supply 
Powermouse 
PC720 Power floppy drive 



The prices are on 









• High quality NEC mechanism 


pr 






• Auto booting as standard 


^A 






• 32MBpartitionsonSTE 








• Thru'port for external devices 








• Fast20mSdrive 


Vh 






• ICD utilities included 

• 1 year guarantee 

Other sizes available 


PACK2 


m PACK 3 


100MB SERIES900 
Power supply 


£499 


100MB SERIES 900 
Powersupply 


3 ower mouse 




Lattice C v5 


Any two pieces of software from 
Devpac v2, Hisoft C, Hisoft Prof I i 
Neodeskv3, PC-Ditto 


Hisoft 
gnt, 


Powermouse 



£499 



for the packs described and cannot be split 



New Atari TT workstation 




• Powerful 68030 32MHz processor 

• Up to 26MB RAM 

• Many graphics resolutions 

The ideal high-power machine for 
office word processing and publishing 

2MB £1879 

4MB £2229 

3MB £2449 

Hi-rescolour monitor £469 



Software 



Lattice CV5 

DevpacV2 

HisoftC 

Pro Flight 

Harlekin 

Wercs 

Knife-ST 

PC Ditto 

NeodeskV3 



£89 
£29 
£29 
£29 
£45 
£24 
£29 
£29 
£34 



Atari MegaSTE 



Call 
A v a i 



f o r 
I a b 



prices 
e Now 



Printers 



All printers come with a parallel printer cable 

StarLCIOMono £169 

Star LC200 Colour £219 

Star LC24-200 24 pin mono £259 

Star LC24-200 24 pin colour £299 

Star XB24-10 Professional 24 pin colour £399 

StarXB24-15 Wide professional 24 pin colour £499 

LC10 Colour fabric printing kit 

NEW LC200Colourfabrickit £29 

Floppy diskettes (min quantity 50) £0.34 

Maxell multicolour disks (10) £9.95 

Supercharger £249 

pc-Ditto ' £29 

At-Once £189 

PowerMouse £15 



Power Computing Atari STtech support telephone 0203 6611 36 Mon-Fri5pm-8pm 



Name 



Telephone 



System owned 



Cre 


! . ' C 


rrJNo 





































Expiry date 






Signature 





I would like to order 



Make cheques payable lo 
Power Computing Lid 



(enclose a cheque/PO fof 




POWER COMPUTING LTD 

U nit 8 Railton Road Woburn Road Industrial Estate Kempston Bedford MK42 7PN 
Tel: 0234 843388 Fax: 0234 840234 

ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT AND ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE 



VISA 




M - 

Mo 



O-FW. 



En: 



IWJS 



" >: ? 



All trademarks acknowledged. 
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£39.95 

INC. VAT 




Introducing "The Ultimate", the last word in Atari ST Cartridges. "The Ultimate" can take control of your Atari ST, whatever program it is 
running, and let you look around inside it. Whether you're a programmer, games player, or just curious about your Atari ST, The Ultimate 
gives you the power that you need! 



• Control your Atari ST whatever it is doing • Read Memory • Search 
Memory • Print Memory • Disassemble • Disassemble to disk • Edit 
memory • Search for graphics • Search for sprites • Edit screen 
configurations • Set up colour palettes • Alter plane configurations • 
Load and save screen displays • Run external TOS programs • Load TOS 

POWER COMPUTING LTD Unit 8 Railton Road Woburn Road Ind. Estate Kempston MK42 7PN 



programs • Load & save graphic screens • Low level disk editor • Disk 
analyser • Examine formats • Format analyser • File editor • Directory 
editor • Formatter • Break & restart function • Search for infinite lives • 
Look for music • Play music • Load & save music • Search for 
soundtracker music • Search for sound samples • Many more features. 



Only Available from 




Telephone 0234 843388 Fax 0234 840234 



The cartridge the ST has been waiting for! 
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^POWER COMPUTING 



NEW LOW PRICES 



New Series 900 Hard Disk 




• Super-slim metal case 

• Low profile mechanism, no need for a cooling fan 

• Buffered Thru'port 

• Optional battery backed up clock 

• High speed 20mS seek rate 

• Write protect switch, protect your valuable data 

• Powersupply 

• ICD Interface &Utilitydisk 



40MB £329 100MB £479 

40MBwithclock £339 100MB with clock £489 



With any Power hard disk: Lattice C Version 5, £55 (normally £89) 



ST RAM Expansion 




NEW! 512K RAM Expansion 

forall STFM Machines 

• No soldering required 

• Expandto2MBor4MB 

• Plugs directly insidetheST 

• Full fitting instructions 

• Uses latest high capacity RAM chips 

2MB RAM Expansion 
4MB RAM Expansion 
1MB Simms for STe Expansion 



£45 



£99 

£169 

£40 



SLIMLINE HARD DISK 



• 40MBNEC20mS 

• Powersupply 

• ICD utilities disk £299 

• 100MB NEC20mS Slimline £449 

• For Quantum & Sony 11 mS Access drives, add £35 



Blitz Turbo 



• Back up your disks at lightning speed 
•Copies from the internal to the external drive 

• Cleverly by-passes your ST's disk controller chip 

• Back-up an ST disk in around 40 seconds 



£15 



POWER DRIVES 



PC720 




Builtin powersupply 


£55 


PC720E 




Powered through the joystick 


£45 


PC720P 


. 


Including PSU 


£50 


Internal Drive 


£35 


Official Internal Drive 


£45 


(no case cutting, but must be small button) 





M u 1 1 i d r i v e 



Combined 3-5" & 5-25" units 

BuiltinPSU 

Use both drives and your internal drive together 

525" drive is 40-80 track switch able 




5-25" External 

All trade marks acknowledged 

POWER COMPUTING LTD 

Unit 8 Railton Road Woburn Road Industrial Estate Kempston Bedford MK42 7PN 
Tel: 0234843388 Fax: 0234 840234 

All prices include VAT and are subject to change 



£145 
£95 
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[lOODMANS 
NTERNATIONA1 

Public Domain & Shareware Guide 
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NEW 

10 Disk Office 

Intro Set 1 

Only 

£14.95 

ST Writer 
Address Database 

Bank Account 
Business Accounts 

Appointments 
Zap Card Database 

Video Database 
Edhak Text Editor 

Typing Tutor 
Calendar Program 



NEW 

10 Disk Game 

Intro Set 5 

Only 

£14.95 

Jigsaw 1 

Froggy 

Bubble Trouble 

Zoox 

Jumpstar 

Lazerball 

League Soccer 

Nova 

Stumped 

Top Pops 



NEW 

10 Disk Demo 

Intro Set 6 

Only 

£14.95 

ULM Demo 
Slaytronic 7 

Gremlins 

Star Wars 
Trans Party 

Raisons 2 
Total Vision 

SDLM 90 
Euro Demo Dsk 1 
Euro Demo Dsk 2 



Latest Titles 

ST Writer, ver 4.2, 
enhanced, and now oper- 
ates in 6 resolutions 

- 3 IT & 3 ST. 

Sitperboot - version 7, 

now supports sampled 

sound etc. 



A.S.P. Approved 

The 1st Shareware 

Vendor to gain 

approved status for our 

ST Catalogue from the 

influential Association 

of Shareware 

Professionals 




Fair Prices 

Two disk demos 

Only £3.00 complete 

Plus reductions on all 

multi-disk programs and 

disk sets 
(Why pay £3 per disk?) 



Now Incorporating 
The Official STOS Shareware Service 

Discovery Pack Owners - Send to the new address for your STOS Extras Disk 



Exclusive 

CIRCUITRY 1 & 2 

Excellent 48 room 

Platform Game 

Only 

£3.95 



Exclusive 

DRAGONS TOWER 

16 Level Machine Code 

Platform Game 

Only 

£2.95 



Exclusive 

PACBOT 

Variation on the old 
favourite - 60 levels 

Only 

£3.95 



Specials 

From Goodmans, a 
translated version of 
SAGROTAN, the ulti- 
mate Shareware Virus 
Killer, that recognises 
over 470 bootsectors. 
15 Viruses, mini-boot 
programs etc. 



Easy Text Plus 

The price may be low, 

but this superb DTP 

package is high on 

features. 

£19.95 



Goldmaster 
Branded Disks 

10DS/DD- £7.95 
20 DS/DD- £13.95 
50 DS/DD - £32.50 

Mitsubishi Bulk 

10 DS/DD- £5.95 
20 DS/DD -£10.95 
50 DS/DD - £25.00 

Prices INCLUDE 
VAT & UK Carriage 



STOS 

STOS PAINT 2 by 

Ralph Effemey 

Only 

£3.95 

Plus many more STOS 

source code disks, some 

available ONLY from 

Goodmans 



Introducing Atari 
ST Machine Code 

Book and disk set, an 

ideal introduction to m/c 

programming. 

£19.95 



Modem Owners - Order via the Bath BBS FAX service on (0225) 840060 

Discover why we were voted Public Domain & Shareware 
Service of the Year. Send £1.95 for the Spring/Summer edi- 
tion of The International PD & Shareware Catalogue, with 
Shareware reviews, articles etc., or send £2.50 for catalogue 
AND disk catalogue database. 

Goodman Enterprises (Dept STU) 

16 Conrad Close, Meir Hay Estate, ^_^ 

ES Longton, Stoke-on-Trent, ST3 1SW. EI3 
Tel: (0782) 335650 Fax: (0782) 316132 

Shareware is supplied as 'Try before you buy', and you should register direct 
with the author if you continue to use it. 



TRuST P.D. 

Quality Public Domain for the ST 



Demo's 


Utilities 


Games 


Educational 


Art 


Clip Art 


Music 


Programming 


Word Pro 


Slide Shows 



NEW 50 page catalogue out now. Send a large S.A.E. 

Plus over 80 Budgie U.K. games etc. 



For free catalogue on disk send a S.A.E. and blank 

disk or £1 cheque/PO to: TRuST P.D., 18 The Park, 

Southowram, Halifax, HX3 9QY. Tel: 0422 341606 



ATARI REPAIRS 
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Atari Approved Service Centre 

All Atari products repaired, Computers, Printers, 

Monitors, Disk Drives etc 

Atari trained engineers 

All work fully guaranteed 

Free estimates 
Full range of ST's repaired 

Let us take the effort out of your repairs. 
Collection and delivery arranged 

AVON MICRO CENTRE 

Unit 4, Western Road Industrial Estate, 

Stratford-upon-Avon, Warwickshire CV37 0AH 

Telephone: 0789 292269 




WARPZONE P.D.L 
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PUBLIC DOMAIN SOFTWARE & 
SHAREWARE FOR THE ST & STE 



I 



We aim to give you the most PD. for your moneyl 
*« Not less than 250-300k per S/S disk «« 
Not less than 500-600k per D/S disk •» 



» * 




A SMALL SELECTION FROM OUR LIBRARY 
a '/'in prefix indicates D/S a '- ' indicates S/S 

STE/1 The Jungle demo, colour & sound to show 
off your STE + a fix for the med.res. bug. 
STE/3 SLIME BALLS + AN-COOL DEMOS two 
to show ! great colours & stereo sound. 
GEN-2 ST Tour, the perfect disk for beginners .... 
GEN-5 Adventure freak ?, fine write your own 
MID/1 PSS Special, over 700k (165 files) of 

progs for Yamaha PSS series keyboards. 
MID/14 Name That Tune with 101 midi tracks. 
UTY-6 t4 utilities inc. Formatter, Ramdisk.clock, etc. 
UTY-10 Gemini replacement Desltop + utilities. 
UTY/21 Sticker, Best ever disk labeller , 1 00+ icons 
UTY-22Label Expert + 10 more progs for printer 
UTY-23Hard Drive Ba ck up + De sktop environment* 
MB-3 Virus atid ote, Ar chiver .Textedit + 9 more. 
MB-10 B-Boot.Diskmech.ST-lnit + 10 more 
GAM/3 Night c r a wl er + 5 a d v./sr at edg ey games. 
G A M - 7 C I o w n s + Ro ck et C o mma nd,8 - bit clones 
GAM-8Air Warrior, Best PD Flight Sim. with manual 



S/S 1-9 disks 
D/S 1-9 disks 
1 NEW 
Send SAE.for new catalogue or £1 
for: Intro-Disk ( C a t a I o g u e + 7 k of 



£1.25 1 + £ 1 . 
£1.75 1 + £ 1 . 
DISKS THIS 



L£ 



00 inc. postage 
50 inc. postage 
MONTH 

00+S AE 
r og s .) 



progi 



WARPZONE P.D.L. 
53 ROPEWALK, RIVER St. 
St. JUDES. BRISTOL BS2 9EG 



: 
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BYTE BACK 



Ring us now! 0636 79097 we're programmed to help 





DELIVERY 
SERVICE 

. . . and the 
keenest prices 



NUMBER ONE FOR ATARI ST USERS - FIRST CLASS SERVICE BY FIRST CLASS POST 



NEW GAMES 



Armour-Geddon 17.99 

Brat 17.99 

Champion of the Raj 17.99 

Chase HQ 2 17.99 

Chuck Rock 17.99 

Corporation 16.99 

Crystal of Arborea 17.99 

Curse of the Azure Bonds 19.99 

Cybercon III 17.99 

Defender of the Crown 8.99 

Demoniak 20.99 

Elvira 19.99 

Flames of Freedom (Mid 2) 19.99 

F15 Strike Eagle 2 24.99 

Genghis Khan (MB) 22.99 

GODS 17.99 

Golden Axe 17.99 

Hero Quest 24.99 

Hill Street Blues 17.99 

Horror Zombies 1 7.99 

Indianapolis 500 17.99 

Jahangir Khan Squash 17.99 

James Pond 17.99 

Kick Off 2 13.99 

Killing Cloud 17.99 

Leisure Suit Larry TRIPLE 34.99 

Lemmings 17.99 

Lords of Chaos 17.99 

Lotus Esprit Turbo 17.99 

Merchant Colony 19.99 

MIG 29 Fulcrum 24.99 

Mighty Bombjack 17.99 

NAM 1965-1975 19.99 

Prehistoric Tale 17.99 

Pang 17.99 

Powermonger 19.99 

Pro Tennis Tour 2 17.99 

Rick Dangerous 2 17.99 

Robocop2 17.99 

Rocket Ranger 8.99 

Rorkes Drift 16.99 

Secret of Monkey Island 17.99 

Speedball2 17.99 

Stormball 17.99 

Supercars 2 17.99 

Super Monaco Grand Prix 17.99 

S.W.I.V 17.99 

Team Suzuki 17.99 

Toki 17.99 

Turrican 2 14 99 

UMS2 19.99 

Warlords 19.99 

Wings 18.99 

Wrath of the Demon 19.99 

2-Out 14.99 

3D Construction Kit 27.99 

3D Pool 8.99 

All items due by publication date! 
If release delayed - Sent A.S.A.P. 

5ks + Labels 

3ks + Labels 

lisks + Labels 

lisks + Labels 

Disks + Labels 

my Disks + Labels.. 
my Disks + Labels., 
ony Disks + Labels 

10 Sony Disks + Labels, 

* plus: Hard Drivin' 12.99 

* plus: Supercars 12.99 

* plus: Flimbos Quest 12.99 



DISKS 


10 Disks + Labels 

50 Disks + Labels 


4.49 

20.99 


100 Disks + Labels 

500 Disks + Labels 

1000 Disks + Labels 


39.99 

169.99 

329.99 


10 Sony Disks + Labels 

50 Sony Disks + Labels 

100 Sony Disks + Labels 


8.99 

39.99 

74.99 



COMPILATIONS 



PREMIER COLLECTION 18.5 

Last Ninja, Flimbos Quest! 
International Karate Plus, Tusker 

TOP SHOTS 6.99 

Kick Off and Extra time! 

COIN OP HITS 2 19.99 

Ghouls & Ghosts, Hammerfist, Vigilante, Ninja 
Spirit, Dyn. Wars 

MONSTER PACK 19.99 

Shadow of the Beast. Infestation, Nitro 

WINNING TEAM 19.99 

Cyberball, Klax, Vindicators, Planet of Robot 
Monsters, Klax 

POWER UP 21.99 

Rainbow Islands, Altered Beast, Chase H.Q., 
Turrican, A.P.B. 

FISTS OF FURY 17.99 

Double Dragon II, Shinobi, Ninja Warriors, 
Dynamite Dux 

MASTERT MIX 17,99 

Thunder Blade, Turbo Outrun, Crack Down, 
Super Wonder Boy, Dynamite Dux 

SPORTING GOLD 19.99 

Games Winter Edition, Games Summer 
Edition, California Games 

HOLLYWOOD COLLECTION 21.99 

Ghostbusters II, Robocop, Batman The Movie, 
Indiana Jones 

PLATINUM 17.99 

Ghouls and Ghosts, Strider, Black Tiger, 
Forgotten Worlds 

POWER PACK 17.99 

Xenon II, TV Sports Football, Bloodwych, 
Lombard RAC Rally. 

STAR WARS TRILOGY 9.99 

Star Wars, Return of the Jedi, The Empire 
Strikes Back 



SALE and BUDGET 


Afterburner 


7 99 


Barbarian II 


9 99 


Blasteroids 


. .. 4 99 






Colossus Chess X 


8.99 




Deluxe Strip Poker PLUS 
Centrefold Squares 


....12.99 


Centrefold Squares 

Daily Double Horse Racing 


6.99 
8.99 
8.99 


Dungeon Master PLUS 

Chaos Strikes Back 


....24.99 



Deluxe Strip Poker 

Last Ninja 2 

Pacmania 

Rick Dangerous 

Shadow of the Beast 

Silkworm 

Steve Davis Snooker 

Super Hang On 

X-OUT 

Hitchhikers Guide to Galaxy .. 

Planetfall 

Leather Goddess of Phobos .. 

Spell Breaker 

Zorkl 

Zorkll 

Moonmist 



....8.99 
....7.99 
....8.99 
....8.99 
..12.99 
....7.99 



..7.99 
..4.99 
.8.99 
..8.99 
..8.99 
..8.99 
..8.99 
..8.99 
..8.99 



PRINTERS 



StarLCIO.. 
including lead! 
Star LC200 (Colour), 
including lead! 



..159.00 
..209.00 



EDUCATIONAL 



Postman Pat 

Learn to Read with Prof . 
Prof Makes Sentences ... 

Puzzle Book 1 

Let's Spell at Home 

Let's Spell at Shops 

Shapes and Colours 



...8.99 
.19.99 
..19.99 
.15.99 
..15.99 
..15.99 
...6.99 



Fun School 2 (under 6) . 

(6-8) 

(over 8)._. 



..12.99 
.12.99 
.12.99 



Fun School 3 (under 5) . 

(5-7) 

(over 7).... 



ART & MUSIC 



..15.99 
.15.99 
.15.99 



CAD 3D (1).... 

Degas Elite 

Cyber Studio . 



..16.99 
..17,99 
..39.99 



DELUXE PAINT 45.99 



MASTERsound2 

Quartet 

Replay Professional . 
ST Replay (VIII) 



UTILITIES 



..29.99 
..39.99 
..87.99 
..59.99 



DevpacST(2) 

First Word Plus 

GST Macro Assembler 

GST C Compiler 

Home Accounts 

Mini Office Spreadsheet 

Mini Office Graphics 

Neodesk3 

Protext(5) 

Word Writer 

Mavis Beacon Typing Tutor.. 



JOYSTICKS 



....44.99 
...55.99 
...16.99 
...16.99 
...19.99 
...15.99 
...15.99 
...27.99 
.109.99 
...34.99 
...19.99 



Arcade Joystick 

Competition Pro Extra 

Joystick & Mouse extension.. 

Quickjoy III Supercharger 

Quickjoy Jetfighter 

Quickjoy TOPSTAR 

Quickshot III PYTHON 

Sting Ray Handheld 

Zip Stick Professional 



ACCESSORIES 



..16.99 
.15.99 
....4.99 
..11.99 
..12.99 
..19.99 
...9.99 
.13.99 
.15.99 



Locking Disk Box (40+) ... 
Media Box (Holds 150+) . 



...6.99 
.19.99 



FURRY MOUSE COVER 

(with eyes, ears and nose!) 



..6.99 



Printer Stand 

Mouse Mat (BEST Quality) . 



..9.99 
.3.99 



NAKSHA MOUSE (NEW).. 

+ FREE Mouse Mat 
+ FREE Mouse Bracket 



..19.99 



PUBLIC DOMAIN 



disk = £1.25 
10 disks + file box = £9.99 
20 disks + 2 file boxes = £17.99 
Ask for our NEW catalogue! 

BG.01. Monopoly; Classic Board game! 

plus: Chess, American Football 

BG.27. Strip Breakout; Knock out the bricks to 

reveal the picture! 

BG.55. Froggy; (Frogger). Caves of Rigel; 

Original maze type arcade. 

BG.57. Dungeon Master; NEW dungeon! 

Needs original program to run 

BG.58. Soko; 50 level puzzle game 

BG.59. Bubble Trouble; Pacman style plus: 

Jumpster; Q-Bert version 

BG.64. ST-Umped; Cricket simulator 

Does NOT require STOS to run! 

BG.65. Joust; Arcade classic. . . 

BG.66 Mystic Well; Dungeon Master style Role 

Play adventuring 

MG.08. Star Trek - Next Generation 

Battle the Ferengi . . .(not STE) 



DA.01. 66 Adventure game solutions! 
DA.02. 62 More Adventure solutions! 



BS.18. Madonna; Including those 

controversial Playboy pictures 

BU.01 Neochrome MASTER; Superb new 

version of a Classic Art Package 

BU.07.ST Writer Elite; Professional quality word 

processor 

BU.57. ANI-ST (was Aegis Animator) 

professional animation package! 

BU.58. File Selector, Desk Manager, Disk 

copier, Virus Killer. 

BU.64. Fractal; Landscape generator, and 

Explorer, Mandlebrot Show 



BU.59. ZX81 Emulator; including 38 program 
files! Uses the original keyword entry system! 
Great fun! 

BU.61. ZX81 programs; Over 100 files to run 
with the ZX81 emulator! 



BU.73 Noisetracker; Conversion of 

Soundtracker, Amiga music program 

MU.05. Sheet 2; Powerful Spreadsheet plus 

tutorial. Lotus compatible! 

MU.13. F-Copy III; Superior Copier! Back up 

your software... 

BE.02. Kids Music, Piano, Grid... 

Fun for 3 to 6 year olds 

BE.03. Kids ABC, Kid Potato, Kid Story, 

Kid Sketch . . . 

BE.13. Wolf and Seven Kids; Multi choice 

adventure game for kiddies! 

BE.15 Body Shop; Human Anatomy fun. Dot 2 

Dot; Join up the dots... 

MD.41. Robocop; Stunning digitised film 

sequences! (MB - 2 disks) 

MD.44 S-Express; I got the hots for you ... 

Great sampled sequence! 

MD.45 Fantasia; Another brilliant example of 

the STE's power. (STE) 

MD.48 Jungle Demo; superb demo with 

amusing Cartoon animation! (STE) 

MD.51 Dark Side of the Spoon; First class 

collection of demos! 

MD.52 Robomix Demo; Digitised film clips, 

sampled speech & effects. 



The above is just a small selection of our VAST range of 16 Bit software . . . Catalogue available! 
All prices include VAT and FIRST CLASS POST! All stock items sent by return post 



Cheque, postal 
orders or credit 
card facilities 
are available 





DESKTOP 




DRIVEN 



Simon Law son runs through Neodesk 3 



Without doubt, NeoDesk 3 is one 
of the truly great programs avail- 
able for the ST. By replacing the 
appalling Gem desktop it 
enhances productivity and makes the ST's file 
management system much easier to use. 

Incorporating many of the user friendly fea- 
tures found on the Apple Macintosh, the ST's 
financially remote big brother, NeoDesk 
should be high on any serious ST user's wish- 
list. 

Remember that no matter how nice custom 
icons may look, beware of using too many. 
NeoDesk imposes a limit of about 110 icons 
in the main resource file, but don't be tempted 
to go overboard. 

In the first place, the more custom icons 
there are installed, the slower NeoDesk 
becomes. Operations like opening or sorting 
a directory window can slow down quite dra- 
matically as NeoDesk works out which icon 
belongs to which file. 

As a general rule, try to assign icons to file 
types, rather than to individual files. Giving an 
individual document or font a special icon 
doesn't really help you that much and it slows 
down the desktop. If you have a few pro- 
grams that you use frequently, then by all 
means give them a unique icon, but on the 
whole, try to stick with the default icons. 

Custom icons are one of the big selling 
points of NeoDesk, giving the ST a much 
more Mac-like appearance. Windows that are 
set up in Text mode rather than Icon View are 
also considerably faster. This is because 
NeoDesk has no icons to worry about sorting 
and displaying. 

While on the subject of icons, the icon edi- 
tor has a few tricks up its sleeve. As well as its 
own native .NIC files, the editor can open and 
edit a variety of files that contain icons. 

The DC Desktop package from Double 
Click software includes an icon editor which 
stores icons in ICE files. By some clever pro- 
gramming, NeoDesk can read these ICE files 
and extract the icons from them for its own 
use. 

Many Gem programs have an associated 
RSC file where they store all the information 
about their menus, dialogue boxes and icons. 
If an RSC file contains any icons, it can be 
opened by the Icon Editor and the icons 
edited. Icons can also be copied out of ICE 
and RSC files and used in NeoDesk NIC files. 

Icons inside RSC files can be edited in the 
normal way and the RSC files resaved for 
future use. This facility allows many Gem pro- 



HOW TO GET STARTED 



Once you have copied the program 
on to a hard disk or made working 
copies of the floppy disks, it's time to 
get started. The first time NeoDesk 
runs, you'll see an alert informing you 
that no Dektop INF file could be 
found. 

NeoDesk will now examine your 
system and create a Desktop layout 
with icons for all your disks, hard and 
floppy. Two new icons will also 
appear, the Printer and Clipboard. 
Icons can be arranged where ever 
you want them, and those for pro- 
grams, files and even folders can be 
dragged out onto the Desktop so you 
can find them easily. Once you are 
happy with your desktop arrange- 
ment, it can be saved to disk for 



NeoDesk File UieH Sort Options 



future use. The Clipboard is quite an 
innovation for the ST. It acts as a 
place to temporarily store files and 
folders while you are copying them. 

Unlike a more conventional ram 
disk the clipboard grows and shrinks 
as you add or removed items. If you 
use the clipboard, it is very important 
to remember that whenever you run 
another program or quite NeoDesk 
the contents of the clipboard will be 
lost. 

The "«" button allows you to cycle 
through any open windows, but mov- 
ing them from the front of the screen 
to the back. This means that if a win- 
dow is open but you can't see it, you 
can still find it without needing to 
close any other windows first. 




The Recoverable Trashcan takes the panic out of deleting files 



grams to be customised with new icons. 

The NeoDesk Recoverable Trashcan is a 
great advance for the ST. It allows files that 
have been dragged to it for deletion to be 
recovered at a later date. 

Information about these deleted files is 
stored in a hidden data file on the disk. The 
space used by these files is not returned to 
the operating systems, so if you delete a lot of 
files like this you can soon run out of space. 

Because files deleted by the recoverable 



trashcan still take up space, it is best not to 
use this utility on floppy disks. With only 720K 
of space free anyway, deleted files can soon 
fill up a floppy and make it unusable. 

It is a good idea to check through your list 
of deleted files about once a week, and if you 
really have finished with them deleted them 
permanently to free up disk space. 

Many ST public domain libraries have disks 
that contain NIC and ICE files that other peo- 
ple have created. If you're not very artistic, 



Atari ST User September 1991 



these are a good source of new icons for your 
programs. 

Rather than use the normal Gem windows, 
NeoDesk uses its own intelligent windows. For 
a start, NeoDesk allows the full system limit of 
seven windows to be open at once, not just 
four. 

Although a vast improvement on ordinary 
windows, the NeoDesk windows can be slow 
to redraw. 

WINDOW ON THE WORLD 

If you have lots of windows open at once, the 
screen handling can slow down to a crawl. It 
is so slow that it is possible to watch windows 
being drawn an item at a time. 

There are several ways to work around this 
problem. The most obvious is to restict your- 
self to only two or three open windows at any 
time. 

If you really need more 
windows open, use the 
Show as Text option, as text 
windows are much faster. 
Also, try not to overlap win- 
dows, only open them side 
by side. Window handling is 
especially slow where one 
window has to be drawn 
over the top of another. 

Window templates allow 
each window to display only 
certain files that match the 
search mask. For instance, 
to find all the DOC files in a 
window, simply set the mast 
to *.DOC and only DOC 
files will be shown. 

This is useful for mass file 
operations because you 
don't have to hunt through 
windows shift-clicking on 
files one at a time. It's very 
useful if you delete a vital 
file by accident. 

NeoDesk does not install 
documents for programs in 
the same way as Gem. It 
allows two file extensions to 
be set for each program, 
and when a file is double- 
clicked the whole pathname 
of the file is passed to the 
applications. This ensures 
an end to the annoying "File 
not found" messages that 
occur on the normal desk- 
top. 

Windows can be individ- 
ually sorted, whether as text 
or as icons. The "x2" button 
will clone the window, 
including the current direc- 
tory path, which is useful if 
you're down in several layers of folders. Each 
open window can have its own individual 
search mask. 

It is also possible to install any file extender 
as an executable program. For instance, if 
you use a program like BAPack that com- 
pacts programs but still leaves them exe- 
cutable, you can give packed programs a 
PAK extension. 

Using the Extension part of the main Prefer- 
ences dialogue you can set PAK files so they 
execute like a normal Gem PRG file. 

For users with a larger monitor than normal, 
whether the Overscan hardware hack, a 
Reflex graphics card or other large screen 



like the Matrix or SM194 monitors, NeoDesk 
provides some tricks for managing your Desk- 
top. 

Each monitor or resolution can have its own 
unique INF file stored for it. These files are 
automatically loaded to match the resolution 
of the monitor, so if you switch monitors your 
windows will always be in the right place. 

NeoDesk's custom dialogue boxes can be 
positioned anywhere on the screen, and their 
position saved. One useful trick is double- 
clicking on the patterned background of the 
dialogue will center the box in the middle of 
the screen, no matter what size your monitor 
may be. 

One very useful feature than many people 
overlook is the Macro recorder built into 
NeoDesk. This useful piece of programming 
can be used to automate any task that is 
repetitive and done frequently. 



NeoDesk Pile View Sort options 




The main Desktop showing the extra 
icons around the window frames 



Desk File Options 
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The impressive Editor screen 



For instance, backing up a hard disk can 
be a pain, but the NeoDesk macros can do it 
for you. Another operation that lends itself to 
automation like this is the removal of all .BAK 
backup files from a disk. 

Remember that any choices you make 
inside a dialogue box are not recorded. If a 
macro is running and a dialogue box appears 
onscreen, the macro stops. You have to make 
a choice in the box manually, and only when 
the dialogue disappears will the macro 
resume. 

If you intend to use the macro system, 
once you have the macro running as it 
should, turn off as many warning and confir- 



mation dialogues as possible. This allows you 
to create one desktop arrangement for word- 
processing and DTP, another for your 
database and still another for games. 

Couple this with the macro recorder, and it 
is possible to set up a hot-key to run a macro 
that changes between desktops automati- 
cally. 

Practically any key combination can have a 
macro assigned to it, including Shift, Alternate 
and Control keys. Macros are stored in a file 
with the same name as the Desktop INF file, 
but with a MAC extension. They are loaded 
automatically every time NeoDesk is booted. 

NeoDesk is supplied with two important 
desk accessories. The Print Spooler and the 
Control Panel provide quite a few new fea- 
tures for the Desktop. 

The Print Spooler allows files to be printed 

from the Desktop while you get on with other 

work. Files are simply 

dragged to the printer 

icon on the Desktop 
and stacked up until the 
printer is free. If the 
print spooler is not 
installed, don't worry. 
Files dragged to the 
printer icon will still be 
printed, but you won't 
be able to do any other 
work until printing is fin- 
ished. Users of either of 
the Atari laser printers 
should never install the 
print spooler as it 
clashes with the printer 
driver. 

The Control Panel 
replaces the Atari-sup- 
plied DA of the same 
name. It includes sev- 
eral extra features, such 
as a screen saver to protect your monitor. It 
also allows you to set the system time and 
date and displays a digital clock onscreen. 

One hidden feature of the control panel is 
useful for anyone who uses one of the PC 
emulators. NeoDesk can control 5 1/4 inch 
disk drives attached to the ST by adjusting 
the seek rate of the drive. This allows 5 1/4 
inch disk to be formatted and used by the ST. 

ROUNDING OFF 

NeoDesk is a very versatile and feature- 
packed program. This Masterclass has cov- 
ered only a few of the time and effort saving 
features it contains. 

Experimentation is the key to getting the 
most from NeoDesk. Almost anyone can 
install the program and start using it right 
away, but only after using it for a while will you 
realise how powerful it really is. 

If you use the printer spooler on a floppy 
drive-only system, it is important to keep the 
same disk in the drive all through the print. 
NeoDesk needs to be able to find the original 
file while it is being printed, and if you remove 
the disk which has the file on it, the print 
spooler will not be able to print the file. 

The NeoDesk manual is an exceptionally 
well written and presented document, with 
plenty of screen shots. It explains all of the 
features in simple terms and shows how they 
can be used to get the most from the pro- 
gram. Of all the utilities available for the ST, 
NeoDesk is without question one of the best. 
A complete replacement for the built-in Gem 
Desktop, it has earned widespread acclaim. 
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SPECIAL OFFER 

10 Bulk DSDD Disks for £2.99 if 

purchased with 20 PD Disks 



WHY BUY FROM US? 

1) FIVE YEARS EXPERIENCE IN ST RD. 

2) FAST AND EFFICIENT ORDER PROCESSING 

3) ALL DISKS ROUTINELY CHECKED FOR VIRUSES 

4) HUNDREDS OF DISKS TO CHOOSE FROM 

5) ALL DISKS ARE SCANNED FOR ERRORS AFTER COPYING 

6) ONLY TOP QUALITY DISKS USED 

7) PRICE - AS FAR AS WE KNOW WE'VE ALWAYS BEEN LOWEST ! 

WHY NOT? 

1) YOU DON'T LIKE ANY OF THE ABOVE 

2) YOU DO LIKE SPENDING MORE MONEY THAN YOU NEED TO ! 



UTILITIES 

302 DAs inc. clock, calculator with Hex/Dec convn, free Ram checker, 2 games. 
Watch DA. 

328 Formatter, calendar, clock, dir printer, Disk Manager -format, copy file, disk free 
& rename folder options. + printer utility. 

303 Reverse mono dispiav. Fast copier. German Copier 11 sectors and 83 tracks. Hex 
dump prog. Deg-Neo, Koala-Deg & Neo-Deg. File compressor utils. Tiny Basic 
language 68K. 

337 Hard Disk Drive Utilities. Boot from drive C, Dir checking, back up utilities, 

Auto folders, & overcome the 40 folder limit. 
810 FILE SELECTOR V6.0, Select drive,sort, print, fuli info on selected file, rename, 

show time/name in selector. Virus Killer 2.01. 

881 100% IBM compatible formatter • 3.5" & 5.25" for DOS/TOS. Manual pager, a 
way for Unix techies to produce documentation. MEGA formatter. + lots more. 

379 GULAM CLI Command Line interpreter, 60 commands. Comprehensive 

instructions. 
383 DR FLOPPY, disk sector editor, SCODE makes ASCII for easy data transfer. 

FORMAT plus. SORT, string sorting.* more 
745 STAR LC-10 PRINTER configuration utilities for 1st WORD & 1st WORD PLUS. + 
74b SUPER V KILLER is a utility that detects 5 different viruses, 7 anti-viruses & 133 

other types of boot sector. + 
751 SUPERBOOT V6.0 THE latest version of this utility for controlling your ST. Plus 

a good selection of other utilities. 

438 REAL TIME MULTI-TASKING OPERATINC SYSTEM, a complete multitasking 
environment for the experienced user.*D* 

439 GEMDOS USERS GUIDE, a disk full of information about GEMDOS. Excellent 
value 

572 GEM PLUS. This is a great variant of Neodesk. Alter desktop icons, design your 

own, and do the same with progs. 
381 dbMAN tutorial. Visicalc style spreadsheet. Disk formatter. Multi-purpose file 

print util. Mramdisk.acc. + 

882 CHK 2.3 ■ Disk checker. Desktop Manager v2.1. IBM MODIFIER alters DS Atari 
disks so that an IBM can read them.+ 
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PROMOUSE self-adjusting mouse accelerator. RATTRAP locks out menus. 

TURBODOS. MAX1DISK reset proof Ramdisk. 

Printer drivers for use in progs such as 1ST Word, Degas k Gemfont. 

68000 assembler, an Address/ Mailing list, an Autodial Utility. Label printer + 

more. 

P1CSWITCH 7 change resolution. Hi-Res & Colour emus. BBOOT boot B drive. 

SWITCHER ■ 2 progs in memory. FSEL 5.5. 

STE BOOTUP, boot up utility for STE's, go straight into medium res. 

DIY DEMO, Make demos, features titlescreen & scrolling message. 

BICLOCK to set rime/date. Coder Set printer from desktop. MONOEMU v5.0. 

ADDRESS LOG, On this disk there's a limited address book & label printer, a 

disk oilalogger that auto disk directories etc. 

TURTLE, A HARD disk backup utility. PROTECT, write protect Hard disk 

drives. HDUTIL DSBMARK test hard disk speeds. 

HEADSTART VI. 1, excellent program that allows you to autoboot programs, 

inc. GEM from an Auto folder. + 

RECOVER,copy specified sectors on a disk to a named file on another disk. 

BOOTIINFO put any text on screen at boot up. FSCK vl.l File System Checker 

& Repairer. 

GEMINI Desktop replacement. All English version of a replacement Desktop 

simular to NEODesk. 

On this disk is a prog called LABEL EXPERT good label maker. Preset formats 

for floppy disks, video, & cassette tapes. 

DISKMECH powerful disk analyser/archiver/ editor with full docs. 

AMC CDOS, Atari's replacement for GDOS, used the same. ARC SHELL vl.98. 

DISK TOOLBOX v2.03. HYPERFORMAT v2.56 

MOUSE TRICKS, a .ACC that gives the user extensive control over mouse 

movement & menu. QuickST Speeds screen output. 

AUTOGEM autoboots any Gem program when booting. XFORMAT2 extended 

formatter & VC Spreadsheet. 

MX-2 v2.3 a multi-tasking & user environment, allowing up to 7 concurrent 

tasks such as compiling, printing, etc. *D* 

DEC edit clone. Disk engineer v3.01 Do almost anything to a disk via GEM 



Characters between asterix's show special requirements: 
"M" = Mono Res "C = Colour Res 

"D" = Double Sided Disk "X" = 1 Meg Ram 



MUSIC 

875 COMPOSER, music creation, uses ST's soundchip or midi interface, with drum 
kit etc. There is also a player program. 

370 Digidrum demo from Microdeal 

570 CZ SOUNDS, \fer data from CZ101 to ST midi. MASTER, demo sampled music 
sound. 

371 Digitised music Secret Separation *DX* 

550 Digital sound demo, Degas & Neo graphics. Quartet demo, 4 channel 

sequencer.*C* 
373 Digitised Wind Him Up bv SAGA. *DX* 

870 SINGING CALIFORNIAN RAISONS 4 piece group of singing raisons 
720 - MUSIC WRITER, create music on screen, Also Sound Chip Controller. 
72IA-BSOUNDTRACKER PLAYER & MODULES. ZOWEE, TIMDEMO, AUSIFOOT, 

GRILLED MUSIC1, more * 2 Disks ! ! 
536 CASIO CZ SOUNDS & EDITOR, 2 Casio CZ series synthesizer editors/librarian 
programs. 

871 CHANNEL SCOPE, an early version of Midi Monitor. HIGH-TECH TRIVIA 
vl.2 + 

535 ACCOMPANIST 2.3, midi sequencer program. 16 voice 96bpm resolution. 

Loads of features.* C* 
760 KYLIE MINOGUE, digitised sound demo with a slide show of Kylie.* D ' 

753 XBIOS Music Construction Kit, a powerful song editor. 

754 PERCUSSAMAN is a 4 track, 16 instrument, digitally svnthesised sequencer. 
750 SOUNDTRACKER PLAYER & MODULES. D-DREAD1, D-DREAD2, PAT-MIX, 

RVB DEMO, SPREAD. 
767 MICHAEL JACKSON - BAD, digitised sampled sound & great graphics. 
466 GHETTOBLASTER, a simple but enjoyable demo designer. LOW RES. 
477 MFP, music design package from Yugoslavia. Comprehensive 

English *DX* 



PROGRAMMING/LANGUAGE DISKS 

574 6800 ASSEMBLER. Assembler. This disk is full of the assembler and it's 

associated files. 
702 STOS SOUND FX CREATOR, Create sound effects for 5TOS games in the format 

of STOS banks. 
325 XLISP vl.7, Experimental object orientated language. Includes masses of docs. 

360 A Pascal disk with a large selection of programs and their source codes. 

828 STOS RUN, is a utilitv that enables vou to run STOS programs without STOS. 
312, 313 & 314, C LANGUAGE DISKS 1, 2 & 3 of Elementary C, a set of 3 disks of 

program to illustrate to the beginner the use of 'C. Each prog includes C source 

code. 

361 A 68000 Assembler, selection of progs in FORTH-83, ST Logo, ST Basic & OSS 
Pascal. 

305 CPM EMULATOR, CPM-8 version 2.0, runs at 2 megahertz. 

306 CPM UTILITIES, to utilise disk 305. 

308 GEM CLASSES, 1 to 17 taken from Antic magazine. Good tutorial. 

334 C COMPILER, boot up utility, ramdisk, and command line interpreter. 

813 PROGRAMMING EDITORS, 3 editors, CONTEXT v2, PRO-ED and P-EDIT. 

Docs. 
359 On this disk there are a large number of Pascal documents, programs & source 

codes. 
839 Nigel Smith's ST 68000 Ref. guide v2.0 gives a popup guide to Assembly 



887 SOZOBON C, Probably the best PD C compiler. 

851 The STOS products demo. Covers the language, compiler, Maestro & Sprites 600. 

759 SPRITE EDITOR. Create & save your own sprites. Excellent Sprite design 

program that has several fast & flexible routines. 
440 C TUTORIAL, superb disk manual that provides an excellent intro to C 

programming. 

474 GNU GDB, source level debugger. SZ ADB, M/C debugger for SOZOBONC.'D* 

475 MKRSC GEM resource construction util. 

476 MODPAS, Pascal Compiler, docs. *D* 



GRAPHIC, FONT AND ART/DRAWING DISKS 

323 Digitised pictures. 5 from Raiders of the Lost Arc & 1 2 from Ghostbusters. 

375 FONTEDIT v3.0, Editor & loaders for Ram & downloaded fonts. Inc. are a 
number of fonts, font data disassembler + 

397 DOODLE, This disk has the original Mono & Colour versions. NEOCHROME 

v0.6. 
578 ST GRAPH. A comprehensive graph, handles Bar, Horizontal /Stacked Bar, Line 

& Dot Charts. 

376 FONTS2, Screen & desktop fonts. Columbia, Devoll, Hudson, Saturn, Spokane,. 
Thames & Universal Roman. 

876 DELUXE FONTMASTER v2.0 Print a large choice of original fonts on an 

Epson/IBM/NEC compatible printer. *MD* 
388 A Pics disk includes Mona Lisa, Moon, ST keyboard, Planet, Yoohoo, Saturn.+ 

392 A version of Neochrome & Neofun. A great art package. 

803 Amiga & Macpaint pic files plus PICSWFTCH which can read Neo, Degas, etc. 

808 FRACKTAL is a fractal drawing program from Germany. Fractal landscape 
prog, 

850 FONTKIT 3.31 An excellent font program. * D * 

880 COLOURBURST 3000 v0.2, This program allows you to add different colours to 

pictures from other packages. *CX* 
888 ANI-ST, animation system. You draw the initial & final shapes & the ST draws 

the ones in between. Full docs. 
396 MASTERPAINT, A great drawing package with some excellent features & it 

works in Mon & Col. LITTLE PAINTER 
394 PICWORKS, This is a utility for enlarging, reformatting & manipulating pics up 

to 3 times normal size. ' M * 

809 AIM 3.21, An image processing package, plenty of docs. * DX * 

810 AIM v3.21 disk 2. This has colour images & macros.'DX* 

812 AIM v3.2I disk 3. Three macro demos, PCB analysis, shading correction & 

Abingdon Cross Benchmark.* DX * 
540 PUBLIC PAINTER An excellent art package. German but not hard to master. * M * 
820 SNOOPY, 25 cartoons with displaver*C 
571 GRAPHS disk. Full of utilities for printing graphs. TOP CHART. 
336 ST FONT EDITORS. GEM fonts are used. Includes a font loader that works as a 

Desk.ACC. Also a mouse designer. 
577 PALART. Excellent art program with full docs on disk. Excellent features. *C* 
556 VAN GOUGHf Dutch)& STUDI02( 1 meg ram), 2 colour art packages. 
401 LOW COST CAD 6.20. PD demo version. 
442 ST CAD v2.1, a medium or High res CAD package. Full docs. CALCPLOT, 

scientific calculator and function plotter. 

393 THE ARTIST, A great drawing package with all the normal options. * M ' 
805 HiRes slide show of 'California Girls'*M* 

464 NEOCHROME MASTER, This is a recent upgrade of Neochrome. Inc. Extra cut 

& paste, etc. LOW RES only. 
469 JILCAD, a good shareware CAD package. Lots of features (2D)Add-ons 

available. 'XL> 
471 FONTS, Calamus PD fonts from USA. Advert, Babyteth, Barnum, Carolina, 

Casual, Celtic, Chancery Bold, Chancery + others *D* 



COMMUNICATIONS DISKS 

364 PACK-ET-TERM v3.3A, a great radio package. YARP split screen RTTY 

terminal. 
316 XMODEM, MODEM 7, a multiple file transfer utility, transfer a whole disk 

in one go. Plenty of docs. 
366 UNITERM v2.0a, docs inc. Superb comms package. Tektogem transformer 

prog 
752 VANTERM 3.71 & 3.8 is just about the best PD Communications package 

around 
463 LOFT COMMS DISK. Idea! for the beginner, some conns progs and very 

large helpfile. 
APPLICATIONS - SPREADSHEETS, DATABASES ETC 

826 DATABASE I, GEM driven database. Easy to use & learn. Online help 
screens. 

827 ST SHEET. This is a very good quality spreadsheet. Can be used as a Desk 
Accessory. *C*. 

830 HOME ACCOUNTS vl.O Pullin. 43 different statements in memory. 100 
entries per statement *C* NOT STE. 

873 B/STAT v 2.01 This is a sophisticated graphing & statistical analysis 
program *D*. 

874 OPUS v2.2. This program is a GEM based spreadsheet & charting program 
*DX*. 

543 WG DATA, database, custom screen layout for data input. Comprehensive 

docs. 
537 DOUBLE SENTRY, Accounting prog. A fully working accounts package 

that covers all aspects except VAT. 
755 PERSONAL DTB is a database for storing your names & addresses & 

creating labels orpersonalise mail shots. 
541 INVENTORY PRO v2.0 is a fully featured stock control system. Very 

powerful. 

432 TCOS database that allows data to be structured in a tree arrangement. 

433 ZAPCARD, easy to use card type database. Allows upto 1024 cards. 
BANKER Simular to Lotus 123. Comprehensive docs. 



FULL BUDGIE RANGE STOCKED - 




GAMES (BU)£2.95 PRODUCTIVITY DISKS (PRO)£3.95 


sim - simulation plat - platform arc - arcade 




BU02 FOOTBALL 88 sim BU05PRODAKF5sim 


BU08 SPECULATOR sim 


BUI! MAELSTROM arc BUM GOLDRUSH plat 


BU17MAKEABREAKquiz 


BU1S PARABELLUM plat BU21 IMPULSE arc 


BU23 SPACE BLOB plat 


BU26 CARRIER ATTACK battleships BU31 INFERNO bouldenlash 




BU33 CRYSTAL CAVERNS caves adv BU34 SAFE AS HOUSES board 




BU36 DOGFIGHT arc BU41 EXODUS art: 


BU38 BUDGIES CROSSWORDS 


BU43 THE VILLAGE adv BU44 EXTERMINATE arc 


BU51 SPACE DUEL arc 


BU58 BERT THE SQUIRT plat, excellent ! 


BU54AUTORAMA racing 


BU61 DIZZY LIZZY II BU65 DOUGLAS 2 


BU68 BLACKSCAR MOUNTAIN 


PROl ELECTRONIC BANK STATEMENT V1.3 >D* 


PR03 SPRITE MASTER 


PROS THESPRITES PORTFOLIO Vl.l *D* 


PR07MUZEXX MAKER •D* 


PROW CLASSROOM MATHS PR012 ASTROLOGY 




PR017 SPLASH - ART PACKAGE FOR 3-10YEAR OLDS 


PR018 FUN TIME -3-7 YEARS 



DOUBLED UP DISKS FOR DS USERS ONLY 



308 & 321 - 


D917 


314 & 334 - 


D908 


329 & 336 - 


D926 


346 & 347 - 


D931 


359 & 360 - 


D937 


369 & 370 - 


D940 


813 & 819 - 


D956 


832 & 833 - 


D904 



309 & 319 - 


D918 


312 & 313 - 


D907 


317 & 326 - 


D923 


324 & 328 - 


D911 


332 & 343 - 


D927 


338 & 350 - 


D929 


348 & 355 - 


D932 


352 & 353 - 


D934 


363 & 375 - 


D913 


365 & 366 - 


D939 


383 & 384 - 


D945 


387 & 392 - 


D947 


829 & 830 - 


D902 


388 & 393 - 


D948 


826 & 827 - 


D901 


828 & 845 - 


D959 


835 & 836 - 


D960 


839 & 842 - 


D963 



200 GULF TORNADO, awesome scrolling shoot 'em up. Blast those Tanks, Missile Launchers 
& Migs. Not Public Domain. EXCLUSIVE TO US. 

£2.50 
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WORDPROCESSING & DESKTOP PUBLISHING 

727ATEX, 6 DISK PACK, Includes TEX the document processor k typesetting system. 

Conies with it's own programming language, handles graphics & equations 

with ease. Comes with 114 fonts in 28 styles. 

Pull documentation **** 6 DISKS !!! ***" *DM» 
310 On this disk there are three versions of Includes template k quick reference files. 
835 1ST WORD Wordprocessor. Fully GEM based professional wordprocessor. 
831 (SS)841(DS) EASY TEXT vl,2- Fully working DTP demo program. Fully Gem 

orientated using the WYSIWYG presentation. 21 page manual on disk. The only 

difference between this and the fully working version is that this will only print 

1/4 of a page at a time. 
363 ST WRITER ELITE,v3 the latest release of ST WRITER. It's a superb PD 

Wordprocessor with text files, docs, etc. 
877 ST FOLDING EDITOR v0.9A Shareware 'folding' text editor which allows 

sections, sub-sections k paragraphs to be made invisible so the structure of the 

document can be clear. 

GAMES 

343 SHERLOCK, A cluedo game Sherlock. El Bozo City, Sci-Fi text adventure. 

Around The World In 80 Days, collect 17 souvenirs in order to succeed.* M * 
340 ARKANOID CONSTRUCTION Kit.*DX* 
544 AYATOLLA, Your border is under attack from terrorists. 
868 ROBOTZ, Very playable game with excellent graphics & animation. There are 40 

levels for you to complete. 
847 FRUIT MACHINE simulator. 
352 Eamon is an Adventure game writing write your own games. Comes with 5 

games. 
856 CHESSNUT, is a 3D chess game. SPOOKS is a great PACMAN clone. BELLUM 

INTERNECINUM, Galaxian clone. 
531 COMPUTER PINBALL, as it sounds. DEVASTATOR, a 3D game, k a DARTS 

game. 
576 TALESPIN, The wolf and the 7 kids. This was intended as a first adventure for 

children aged 5-9. 

518 Cribbage, Othello, Yahtzee. 

519 WIZZARD'S LAIR complete text & graphic adventure. 

780 UNDER BERKWOOD A massive graphic adventure. 

781 MAKE A BREAK, A great Trivia game leaning heavily towards Snooker rules. 
403 FLYOVER, a bombing raid game, reasonably difficulty. 

405 BOXING CHAMP, fight the worlds top 10 champs. 

409 ESCAPE FORM THE TOMB OF RA, collect jewels to prolong your life, find the 
secret passsages, and if you can, get out alive. 

410 MUTANT, A reactor in a nuclear powered mine goes out of control. You must 
get to the end cavern and destroy it. 

41 3 MARS MAZE, good platform game. Work your way up through the levels, get 

the fuel pod before your time runs out. 
419 CHESS, a very good implementation. 

421 COMPANY, business simulation. 

422 MOTORBIKE, drive your bike around and BLACKJACK- 

423 TARK, great text adventure. You are Tark, priestess of the First Church, in her 
battle against the Demon of the Dark Desire. D & D type. 

467 BATTLE FOR THE THRONE, a role playing adv. 
418 THE NAME GAME, based upon the Sun puzzle. 



CLIP ART 

521 Various human figures, different cartoons, Titles + 

522 Sports figures of high quality, July 4th logos. 

523 Children's whimsical & elaborate fonts & Christmas card images. 

524 Food images, Atari ST & Fuji logo etc. Disks, Computers, Robots & other 
Sca-E 

525 Faces k Eyes, concentrating upon expressions, Horses, Building plan symbols 
& some different Christmas images. 

526 American trademarks from the 1920's k 1930's. Some very atmospheric 
images. 

527 Various borders, tints etc. High arty k cartoons - Picasso to small fluffy 
animals. 

732 IMGSHOW, IMGVIEW show progs, fruit, over 20 arrows k Access symbol. 

733 Occasional Clips, Various Characters etc, 

735 Herbs k Kitchen parts. 

738 Humorous clips +■ individual letters A-Z. 

736 More Arrows, Artdeco, Breakfast, cups/glasses k more kitchen parts. 

737 Babies, Boys & girls, 

739 More Girls, Scrolls k Occasional clips. 

GAMES 

764 YAHTZY, An extremely popular game. 

799 BOMB OUT BROTHERS, Compilation disk No.l. MAD MOLE, great version 

of the Boulderdash, LASER RACE, defeat enemy laser cars in the arena.. 

ALIEN BLOCKADE, based upon the arcade game QIX. 
548 ENGLAND TEAM MANAGER. Football team management. MILEGAME is a 

card game. 
563 DARKNESS IS FOREVER, adventure full graphics in Mono or text only in 

Colour. 
565 SKIDPAN, A motor racing game, 

529 STOCKMARKET, Wheeling & dealing. GALACTIC WARRIORS, a good shoot 
'em-up. 

532 ADVENTURE SOLUTIONS 1 - Solutions to over 25 advs. Crowley Manor, 

Amazon, Zork 3A, 2B k 3,Enchant, + others. 
354 Diamond Miner is a multi-screen game with a built in games editor. Snafu & a 

card game called Skat.* M * 
855 EXPLODE is a fairly original game where vou have to outwit the computer. 

BALLZONE is an Arcanoid clone controlled by the mouse. JITTERBUG, You 

rescue aliens from a 'dying' spaceship. 

528 FLOYD THE DROID, an ultra fast shoot 'em-up. Sampled sound is a real 
blast. 

530 AIR WARRIOR, a Flight Simulator, with a choice of warplanes, accurate 
details, fly 'solo'. Full documentation. 

705 HARRIS WENT SKIING, You have to get Harris across a busy road to buy 

Skis. 
710 VIRUS Save the CPU from a virus out to destroy it. 
402 JITTERBUGThe ship contains rare alien lifeforms which you have to catch. 

406 TRACKER, destroy the enemy tracker base. 

407 OVERLANDER - shoot 'em up where you fly in and destroy the enemy base. 

408 CHANCE, Defeat the Archons. You have to fly through their defence system 
and destroy the mothership. 

414 STEEL, a good scrolling shoot em up where you can blast everything in sight. 



OTHER ITEMS; 

QUICKSHOT MAVERICK 1 arcade style joystick ( my boys think they're great) 2 4ft cables, 

player 1/ player 2 selector - Special price £13.99 

EASY TEXT PLUS commercial version £18.50 

INTRODUCING ATARI ST MACHINE CODE book with disk (+ 2 free PD disks) £20.00 

BULK DISKS -DS/DD 135 tpi fully certified 10 -£4.99 25 -£10.99 50 -£19.99 



Megabang, Robornix, & 
- Micromix, Stingray & 



GENERAL 

588 STEVE'S COMPACTED DEMO N0.2 
Magiceys. * D * 

589 STEVE'S COMPACTED DEMO DISK NO,3 
BallifD* 

569 SLATATANIC CULT, Demo I & II »D* 

358 GFA BASIC 1, A run-time version of GFA Basic is included with plenty 

of samples. 
549 POOLS predictor, that includes a data 
462 AUTOROUTE DEMO, Demo version is highly useable, covers the south 

of England. 
465 POOLWISE V3.5, Sophisticated pools predictor. MED RES. 

586 LIFE'S A BITCH, demo *D* 

435 NEWGEN V4: very good Genealogy prog. Can print family trees etc. 
437 BUSINESS LETTERS, 100 business style letters. SPREADSHEET, visicalc 
clone. 

587 STEVE'S COMPACTED DEMO DISK NO.l - Bat Demo, Micromix II, 
FujiBonk,*D* 

889 Virus killer, a mono res' emulator, Art utilities, OIDS demo & a Space 

Invaders game. 
821 POV6, Space ace demo, Starwars Rap, Bouncing ball + others. *DS* 



DOUBLED UP DISKS - Although every disk listed will work with Doubled Sided disk drives, Double Sided disk users can save 
even more money by buying, where available, Doubled Up Disks - 2 single sided disks combined onto one double sided disk for 
greater value for money. Just quote the 'D' No and enclose the appropriate payment. 



Arcade games including Warzone, Daleks, Haunted House & Mousemess. 

The games on this disk are Battleships, Checkers, Maze(.ACC), 

Megaroids(Mono) Pool. 

ADDICTION, a great version of the card game patience, great graphics (not 

STE). 

Checkers, The Original Adventure, Pool & a fun Chess game. * M * 

PUZZLE PUZZLE, jigsaw puzzle games from Germany. *M* 

SLEUTH, A CLUEDO style whodunnit. LOCATION CRISSLEFRIDGE, You're 

Denby k you must dispose of radiation canisters. 

SUPERBREAKOUT, There are over 40 brick types all with special features.*M» 

NAPOLEON, conquer europe. * M * 

EMPIRE BUILDER property development simulation. LOST TREASURE, you 

have to recover the lost treasure. 

RUSH, rush around moving bricks in order to create a way out for the ball. 

Game where you head butt attacking rats. 

DIE ALIEN BLOB, a great shoot 'em up. 

TREASURE SEARCH, find the hidden treasure.'D* 

STUMPED play international cricket, Control of team selection *D* 

BALLER, arcade castle & cannons game. *M* 

ADVENTURE WRITING SYSTEM 

1 ST SERVE TENNIS, tennis simulation 

TUNNEL VISION, A great maze game 

BERMUDA RACE 2, The challenge is to sail to Bermuda. 

INVASION, adv set on a huge spaceship. Over 100 locations to be explored k 

puzzles to solve. CRICKET, text simulation. 

LEAGUE SOCCER, Play the full league programme week by week, Full 

control over player selection. 

HACK 1 , a Dungeons k Dragons text adventure with graphic maps. 

TOP OF THE POP, Climb up the Top 50 

MINEFIELD k MISSILE two arcade games *M* 

SKULDUGGERY, Mono/Colour, Guide a cave mite around caverns collecting 

diamonds. 100 levels. BLASTER defender clone. 

SPACEWAR is a good arcade game. FIRESTORM, uses the mouse. AZARIAN 

shoot 'em up, beat the invading Thraxx 

SOLITAIRE with 3D graphics. MACPAN is a Pacman clone. Galaxy & 

Sprengmeister are strategy games *M* 

ATOMS is a mentally challenging game for 2-4 players. KILLERCHESS. 

AMMOTRACKs a race k blasfem game. 

PACMAN, TRIVIA QUIZ, YAHTZEE 

SCANNER a checkers game, SPACEWAR, 2 space ships battle it out 

SHIPWRECK, educational maths with graphics. 

A DUDLEY DILEMMA, ADV. game. You guide a student at Harvard 

University, 

NAVAL BATTLE, Battleships 

CENTAURI, a Horizontal scrolling shoot 'em up. 

CHESS, MONOPOLY, BACKGAMMON 

GRAND PRIX, good fast racing game 

WHEEL OF FORTUNE, quiz based upon the TV programme. 

HEDGEHOG, Frogger clone. 

KEY TO ATLANTIS, Go around collecting various treasures to prolong 

your life. 



PD DISK CATALOG 

ONLY 60P OR FREE WITH ALL 

ORDERS OVER £5 



807 SKY MAP, will display over 1500 of the brightest stars. 

356 FAST BASIC 1, A selection of FB progs. There's an address database, 
& others. 

575 CONSTELLATIONS, an Astronomers disk *M*. 

701 PLANETARIUM, look at pianet & get statistics on them. 

357 FAST BASIC 2, A selection of Fast Basic progs. FILECOST.ACC, use 
with Fastcomm, k more 

802 THE PLANETS, A slide show around the planets with plenty of pics, 
facts & figures.*!)* 

832 ST TOUR, Guided tour of your ST in tutorial form. 

833 YOUR SECOND ATARI MANUAL - A text file of the book. A must for 
all ST users. 

593 TRANSYLVANIA DEMO by TLB * D * 

594 SOUND CONNEXIONS DEMO * D * 

595 THE NEW YEAR DEMO, by TCB. *D* 
567DELERIOUSDEMOII/D* 

568 THE DEFINITIVE DEMO, by TLB *D* 

EDUCATIONAL 

872 KIDGRAPH, KIDMUSIC, KIDPIANO KIDPOTATO for children from 

2-5 years *C* 
559 KIDPUBL1SHER, Kidsong. Numeric go round, Braille. 



424 DOT2DOT, join the dots to make pics. KIDCOLOUR, for young 
children. KIDSHAPE. 

425 MIX'N MATCH, an excellent game where you must pick two matching 
cards. 

426 THE BODY SHOP, a great prog ideal for any age group, locate bones 
and organs. 

427 SOLAR SYSTEM GEOGRAPHY, loads of data on the solar system. 

428 GEOGRAPHY TUTOR, a great shareware package, full of all sorts of info. 

429 ZOO MAKER, a game with a difference, you are asked questions and 
the computer tries to guess the animal. 

704 WORLD MAP GAME Locate places around the World. 

825 Spelling made easy 

341 BARNYARD pair animals from memory. Smoothtalk demo. * C * 

564 CHUNNEL, A French to English & vice-versa tutorial game, * C * 

538 TYPING TUTOR (1). 

744 PERFECT MATCH, Try and match cards 2 at a time. Questions & 
answers. 

539 TYPING TUTOR (2) A very good full documentation. 

557 SPELLING MADE EASY, The computer speaks the word, you then type 
in the correct spelling. Words included. 

558 MATHS MADE EASY, Another great prog with speech synthesis. 

430 ME FIRST, a prog where the pics have to be put in the correct order. 

431 COLOURING BOOK, Superb prog for young users. Draw pics & then 
colour them in. 



PRICING 

1-5 disks £1.49 each 



6-10 disk £125 each, 



DOUBLED UP DISKS 

1-5 disks £1.95 each 6-10 disks £1.70 each 



11 disks and over 90p EACH 



11 disks and over £1.50 EACH! 



Payment by Access/Visa/Mastercard/cheques/POs. 

Prices inclusive of post, packing and VAT. International orders welcome + 10% of total, 

Air Mail 50p per disk up to 10 disks then plus 20p per disk 11 & over. 



NO GIMMICKS!! JUST HONEST PRICES 

Telephone your order NOW or any time, order line open 24 hours a day, seven days a week to 

03548 590 

just quote the following; credit card Name, initials and address, and the numbers of the disks that you require. 

or post to: 

COMPUTER CONNECTIONS, ASHLAW HOUSE EUXIMOOR DROVE, 

CHRISTCHURCH, WISBECH, CAMBRIDGESHIRE. PEW 9LS 
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Nobody buys a monochrome monitor to play games but a look 
at what's available reveals a few surprises for the mono user 
who's after a bit of relaxation. Andrew Wright investigates 



The ST is a versatile machine sup- 
ported by a wide range of so-called 
"serious" software as well as games. 
However, games tend to use the ST's 
low or medium resolution colour screen 
modes, either on a TV through the built-in 
modulator or on a dedicated colour monitor, 
whereas wordprocessing and other text- 
based activities are best in high resolution 
monochrome mode. 

A monochrome monitor, such as Atari's 
SM124 available for around £100, produces a 
clear, flicker-free image made up of black text 
or graphics on a paper-white background, 
close to what you get from the printer. It is the 
only real choice for the professional user, 
whether for programming, desktop publishing 
or producing the latest top 10 hit on a MIDI- 
based set-up, as the clear display permits 
long hours of use. 
This presents a problem for ST owners 



chess. As long as you don't expect to go out 
and buy a new one each week, there is 
enough to keep you well occupied. 

Many of the games, including the excellent 
Breakout clone, Bolo, and a large number of 
PD games, come from Europe, and Germany 
in particular. Over there the colour monitor is 
hard to find according to Camy Maertens of 
Budgie UK, whose licenseware catalogue 
offers a selection of interesting mono games 
including the classic Othello, the shoot-'em-up 
Space Duel and an amusing adventure, From 
Little Acorns. 

"The ST took off in Germany as a serious 
machine with a high resolution monitor for 
serious applications," says Belgium- 



where the object is to take on the role of 
leader of an earth-based empire and domi- 
nate the rest of the galaxy using any military, 
economic or diplomatic means available. 

There is a vast depth to the game with tax- 
ation levels, trade embargoes and a variety of 
military strategies to choose from. If the going 
gets rough there are even subordinates to 
look after some aspects of the game. Add a 
fast, easy-to-use interface and the game 
deserves a place on every mono user's shelf. 

Mindscape's Balance of Power 
is similar, a little 




who want 
the best of both 
worlds - day-to-day use 
as a wordprocessor or a program devel- 
opment platform and occasional use as a 
games machine for relaxation and amuse- 
ment. 

The best solution is an expensive multisync 
monitor which allows the user to switch easily 
between any of the ST's three screen modes. 
An alternative is to keep two separate moni- 
tors and unplug one when the other is 
needed. But what if a monochrome screen is 
all the budget or the size of the desktop will 
allow? 

A quick look around demonstrates a sur- 
prising range of options, from flight simulators 
and shoot-'em-ups to adventures and strat- 
egy games as well as the classics 
such as bridge and „ 



born Maertens. "When it arrived 
in the UK, it was marketed purely as a games 
machine with the result that we now have an 
installed user base predominantly using TVs 
or colour monitors. Only around 25 per cent of 
users are likely to have a mono monitor. 

HOT CONTENDER 

"On the brighter side there are a handful of 
really top class games that run in high resolu- 
tion. Although they tend to be more 
strategy/adventure style games than arcade 
action, there is definitely something for every- 
one". 

Electronic Arts' Imperium has to be a hot 
contender for the best game avail- 
able in mono. It is an 
addictive game 






older 
and not as 
slick but equally 
complex and involved. Wargamers 
will be happy with the classic ST 
game, UMS or Universal Military Simula- 
tor, from MicroProse which actually benefits 
from the clarity of the mono screen. 

Unfortunately, the sequel, UMS II does not 
run in mono. Another to look out for is Inters- 
tel's Empire, a superbly simple game but 
sadly no longer available. Buy it secondhand 
if you see it. 

Magnetic Scroll's new release Wonderland, 
strangely enough, is another game with a 
unique interface, called Magnetic Windows. 
This extraordinary window-based command 
system marks a radical departure from the 
command line found in most adventure 
games. 

No longer need 
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you type "Get item" - just click on the icon 
and drag it into the inventory win- 
dow instead. Text can still be entered but the 
game moves much faster and is much more 
fun using the icons and windows. After all, 
that's what the ST is all about. 

THE QUESTS 

Other adventures which look equally enter- 
taining in mono are Sierra On-Line's Quest 
series including King's Quest 1-4 and Police 
Quest. Surprisingly, for a series of graphic 
adventures, the mono 
versions are just as 



systems. Without the range of colours avail- 
able in low resolution, a technique known as 
cross-hatching has to be used to differentiate 
between areas of the screen. 

Unfortunately there are only about half as 
many cross-hatching patterns available as 
there are colours and, as a result, fewer 
objects and backgrounds can be used. 
Nonetheless, games 




watchable despite the loss of 
colour. Langhkor's Mortville Manor is 
also a worthwhile adventure with some excel- 
lent atmospheric sound effect. 

For those who want more action there are 
flight simulators such as SubLogic's Flight 
Simulator 2 and HiSoft's Proflight. Although it 
is one of the oldest sims around, FS2 is still an 
excellent buy, not least for the extra scenario 
disks and books available. 

Proflight is much newer and has an equal 
amount to offer in terms of depth and appeal. 
Neither of them are as effective in mono as in 
colour but the graphics are certainly ade- 
quate for most purposes. 

The lack of arcade games reflects the diffi- 
culties of programming for mono 



such 
as Budgie's Hos- 
tile Reception and 
Rainbird's Starglider 2 
are wel Iworth looking at 
for the frustrated arcade 
blaster who's after some fun. 

At the other end of the games spectrum are 
the classic games such as chess or bridge. 
The majority of these programs support mono 
as buyers are more likely to be serious users. 
In addition, many of them use Gem which 
makes it much easier from a programmer's 
point of view to build in mono capability. 

For chess on a mono monitor, Oxford Soft- 
works' Chess Champion 2175 and Mind- 
scape's Chessmaster 2000 are excellent pro- 
grams with plenty of features and massive 
libraries of opening moves. 
Bridge is also well sup- 
ported on the 
ST, 
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with two programs in particular that are capa- 
ble of running under mono. Oxford Softworks' 
Bridge Player Galactica offers little in the way 
of graphics but plays a good game. 
Atari's own Bridge Master plays a less 
competent 
game but the 
graphics are 
nicely done, par- 
ticularly in the 
way each hand is 
dealt out card by 
card, building up 
a good, realistic 
atmosphere. A 
nice compan- 
ion program 
called Bridge 
Tutor, is 
also avail- 
able for those who need 
to learn the game completely 
from scratch. 

Other classic games which need lit- 
tle explanation are the Oriental classic, Go 
Player, and another traditional game, 
Backgammon Royale, again from Oxford Soft- 
works. Even football is covered to some 
extent, although not in the same way as the 
many 3D simulations currently topping the 
software charts. 

Budgie's Football 88 and ESP Software's 
Football Crazy are two examples of the game 
on a strategic level. For a similar treatment of 
the US soccer game try Headcoach from 
Qualsoft 

There is plenty of support for mono users in 
the PD sector, as you might expect. The cata- 
logues of the top libraries offer a wide selec- 
tion of games, with the ST Club, for example, 
listing over 40 such games from adventures 
to arcade action. My own favourites are a 
German version of Risk, Napoleon, and that 
ageless classic, Invaders. 

There are games available for the mono 
user, whatever the budget and whatever the 
taste. The range may be small but it makes 
up in quality what it lacks in size. Seeing the 
world in black and white doesn't mean life has 
to be dull! 
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1st Corps Artillery 

Strenutti 558 

Type Field Artillery. 

Efficiency Average 

Hoves Per Turn 5 

Speed 16.5 Hph 





/ftp Perspective; looking North 



Be warned! 
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PRESS ALT KEY 
IF YOU CAHHOT 
HOVE OR UISH 
TO STOP PLAY 
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When ordering games from mail order 
companies, don't rely on their advice 
as to what is mono compatible and 
what is not unless you know and trust 
them. 

I contacted several and most 
couldn't help. This is understandable, 
if a little disappointing, as they oper- 
ate on low margins selling software 
in bulk. 

What is unforgiveable, however, is 
providing misleading information. One 
mail order company blindly stated 
that all its games ran in mono - to 
quote the voice on the telephone: 
"They just look a bit different that's 
all". 

Legally, if you buy a game on the 
understanding that it is mono com- 
patible and then find that it isn't, you 
have a right to a refund. Proving this 
when talking over the telephone to a 
company dealing with hundreds of 
enquiries a day is another matter. 

If you are not sure, get confirma- 
tion in writing before you buy or bet- 
ter still, contact the software house 
or distributor first. 
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Gods 17.49 

Toki .' 17.49 

Warlock the Avenger 17.49 

Cricket Captain 17.49 

Wonderland 19.99 

Chuck Rock 17.49 

Lemmings 17.49 

Skull And Crossbones 1 7.49 

Back to the Future III 17.49 

Advanced Destroyer Sim..17.49 

Pansa Kick Boxing 17.49 

Toyota Celica 17.49 

Navy Seals 17.49 

Rick Dangerous 1 1 17.49 

Golden Axe 17.49 

Lost Patrol 17.49 

Test Drive II 17.49 

Prince of Persia 17.49 

Dungeon Master 17.49 

Team Suzuki 17.49 

Prehistorik 17.99 

Super Off Road Racer 17.49 

Shadow Dancer 17.49 

Hard Drivin II 17.49 

Chase HQ 2 17.49 

Final Whistle 12.99 

3D Construction Kit 29.49 

4D Boxing 17.49 

4D Driving 17.49 

Afrika Corps 19.99 

Blue Max 19.99 

Brat 17.49 

Cohort -Rome 19.99 

Crystals of Arborea 19.99 

Das Boot 21.99 

Demoniak 19.99 

Flight of the Intruder 21.49 

Hero Quest 17.49 

Hydra 17.49 

Moonshine Racers 17.49 

Predator 2 17.49 

Pro Tennis Tour 2 17.49 

Super Cars 2 17.49 

Switchblade 2 17.49 

Viz 11.99 

Darkman 17.49 

World Champ Boxing 14.49 

Kick Off 2 14.49 

Team Yankee 21.49 

Final Fighters 17.49 
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ree Mystery Gam 
N°2 with every order 

OVER £10.00 

Please add 50p 
, for P&P „ 
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Stir Crazy 


5.99 


Torvak the Warrior 9.99 


Turrican II 


11.99 



Shadow of the Beast 11.99 



Legend of Fairgaie 11.99 



Castle Master 9.99 



Mighty Bombjack 9.99 



Viz 11.99 



Double Dragon 6.99 



Silent Service 11.99 



Pacmania 7.99 



Simulcra 9.99 



Bard's Tale II 7.99 



Monty Python 9.99 



Dragon Breed 9.99 



Escape Robot Monsters 9.99 



Ghosts & Goblins 9.99 



Sherman M4 6.99 



Lombard Rally 6.99 



North & South 6.99 



Ninja Rabbits 5.99 



Run The Gauntlet 6.99 



Rambo III 6.99 



Treasure Island 8.50 



Dizzy 4.99 



Op Wolf 6.50 
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Rail Road Tycoon 24.49 

Midwinter II 24.49 

F15 Strike Eagle II 24.49 

Swiv 17.49 

Alcatriz 17.49 

Last Ninja III 17.49 

War Zone 17.49 

Hill Street Blues 17.49 

Mig 29 Fulcrum 26.49 

F19 Stealth 19.99 

RBI Baseball 19.99 

Wrath of the Demon 19.99 

Curse of the Azure Bonds 19.99 

Loom 21.49 

Gettysburg 21.49 

Secret of Monkey Island ...21 .49 

Night Shift 17.49 

Nark 17.49 

Robocopll 17.49 

Total Recall 17.49 

Super Monaco GP 17.49 

Feudal Lords 17.49 

Lotus Esprit 17.49 

Full Const. Kit 8.99 

James Pond 17.49 

Turrican II 17.49 

Dominion 17.49 

Disc (Loriciels) 17.49 

Battle Command 17.49 

Elvira 21.49 

Man Utd Europe 17.49 

Gremlins II 17.49 

Jack Nicholas 17.49 

Wonderland 19.99 

Life and Death II 21.49 

M1 Tank Platoon 19.99 

Powermonger 21.49 

Supremacy 21.49 

Teenage Mutant Turtles .... 1 7.49 

UMSII 21.49 

Voodoo Nightmare 17.49 

Pro Flight 29.99 

Awesome 19.99 

F16 Combat Pilot 17.49 

Pick 'n' Pile 32.99 

Duck Tales 17.49 

Ed the Duck 17.49 

Eswat 17.49 

St Dragon 17.49 

ZOut 14.49 
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Why Choose Castle Software? 

1 . New Management 

2. Fresh Approach 

3. All Software is Tested 

4. No Club to Join 

5. Keen Prices 

6. No Long Delays 

7. Most Items in Stock 

8. Helpful Staff 

9. Refunds upon Request 

10. It Costs Money Not To 

Fed Up with Faulty Software ? 
All our games are tested before despatch. 

Phones Always Engaged? 
We have 10 lines 

Unhelpful Attitude ? 
With us the customer is King 

Waiting Weeks ? 

Most of our games are despatched within 

24-48 hours {bearing in mind we test 

every game) 

Can't Get Your Money Back ? 
Refunds done on any game not 
despatched by us if requested 

Good Prices ? 

To offer an excellent service to the customer 

it costs money. We are ottering good 

products at very cheap prices 

Cheapest Prices Around 

We can't afford to be any cheaper, otherwise we rj 

be bankrupt and people would lose their money. 

Somebody will always try to undercut us like: 

Bargain Software, S.D.C, Main Event. Giford 

Soft, Cut Price Software, Etc, Etc. 

But they've all "Disappeared" we will be here in 

years to come, others won't 

Office 0762 575043 9,30-5.45 Home 0782 83631 7 7-9 

Corporation 9.49 

Conqurer 9.49 

Carrier Command 9.99 

Music Con. Kit 6.50 

Hammerfist 5.99 

Oil Imperium 6.99 

Jet 9.49 

Tailspin 7.49 

Fun School II Under 6 11.49 

Ancient Battles 9.49 

Vulcan 9.49 

Front Line 8.49 

Waterloo 9.49 

Rick Dangerous 8.49 

APB 6.99 

Turrican 8.49 

Warhead 8.49 

Treasure Trap 8.49 

Grand Monster Slam 5.99 

Switchblade 6.99 



Cartoon Capers 3.50 

Tom & Jerry 6.50 

Storm Trooper 3.50 

Blue Angel 69 4.50 

Quartz 4.50 

J. Lowe's Darts 5.50 

Hellfire Attack 2.00 

Crackdown 5.50 

Flintstones 4.50 

Kick Off 7.99 

Corruption 6.50 

Fighting Soccer 3.50 

Fallen Angel 4.50 

Last Ninja II 6.49 

Cybernoidll 3.50 

Adv Rugby Sim 4.50 

Captain Blood 4.50 

Custodian 2.50 

Crystal Castles 4.50 

Chariots of Wrath 2.50 

XOut 8.49 

Savage 2.99 

Gato 5.50 

Tournament Golf 9.49 

World Soccer 9.49 

Joe Blade 2.50 

Joe Blade II 2.50 

LiveS Let Die 3.50 

Interphase 4.50 

Pro Tennis 4.50 

Pub Trivia 4.50 

Last Duel 2.50 

Flimbo's Quest 9.49 

Nitro Boost 4.50 

Nebulus 2.50 

Ninja Spirit 6.50 

Rock Star Ate Hamster 4.50 

Roller Coaster Rumbler 4.50 

Seconds Out 3.50 

Scramble Spirits 5.50 

Sonic Boom 3.50 

Shadow Gate 4.50 

Uninvited 4.50 

Weird Dreams 4.50 

Speedball 8.50 

Fast Food Dizzy 5.99 

Tracksuit Manager 6.50 

7 Gates of Jambala 4.50 

Tower of Babel 4.50 



Post to: 

CASTLE SOFTWARE 

Castle House, 

2 William Clowes St, 

Burslem, 

Stoke-on-Trent 

ST6 3AP 



Please rush me:- 



Title 


ST 


Amount 






































P&P (if applicable) 




Total Amount 





Name 

Address.. 



Postcode Tel No 

Please add 50p P&P per Game 
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he two main areas in which the STE 
improves over the ST are in its sound 
and graphics. On the audio front, 
sound cartridges of various descrip- 
tions are available to soup up your humble 
ST. Until now, however, ST owners have been 
stuck with a mere 512 colour palette, while 
STE owners gleefully selected from a glorious 
4096. 

The snappily titled JRI ST4096C Colour 
Board from TC Developments is a simple 
plug-in upgrade which allows the ST access 
to the palette used by the STE. For ST owners 
who want access to the extra colours, without 
the expense and trouble of buying an STE, 
this is a neat solution. 

FITTED UP 

The board itself is very compact indeed. 
Hardly bigger than the two video shifter sock- 
ets it contains, it fits neatly into most STs. The 
two video shifter chips used by the board are 
identical. Therefore, the board is supplied 
with one, and the second one comes out of 
your ST. 

Alternatively, you can buy the board with 
no video shifter at all and supply both your- 
self. This will save you £30, and so is worth 
thinking about. 

On Mega STs the fitting could hardly be 
more straightforward. The video shifter chip 
needs to be located, removed, plugged into 
the vacant socket on the board, and then the 
whole board plugged back into the shifter 
socket. At most it's a 15 minute job. 

Fitting to the non-Mega STs is slightly more 
complex because the video shifter is con- 
tained within a metal box. This box needs to 
be opened and the lid removed in order to fit 
the board. 

Some STs may also require a small amount 
of soldering if the video shifter is soldered to 
the motherboard, and on some machines 
there are components situated very close to 
the shifter socket. To fit the board in these 
instances, a spare socket is provided which 
can be used to increase the height of the 
board. 

The instructions provided were clear, 
although with so many ST versions available, 
some pictures would help. One problem can 
arise when the ST already has an upgrade 
which uses the video shifter socket. 

This is the case in many ram upgrade 
boards. Although the board works quite hap- 
pily alongside such upgrades, fitting 
becomes a little more tricky, and may involve 




Now you can have all the advantages of 
the STE's extended colour palette 
without the expense of buying one 



removing and then re-fitting the ram upgrade. 
The board comes with a disk containing a 
number of utilities, including a patch program 
which allows your own software to take advan- 
tage of the extra colours now available. As my 
first test I booted up Neochrome Master, 
which was on our coverdisk back in June. 

PATCHING NEOCHROME 

As soon as the STE mode was selected, I had 
access to all those shades that have only ever 
seen light on my STE before. If you don't have 
this version of Neochrome, the disk contains 
programs which will patch earlier versions of 
the program to enable them to use the extra 
colours. 

Other software on the disk includes a 
Neochrome slide show program which fades 
the pictures in and out using the 4096 colour 
palette. This fading is twice as smooth as that 
seen on a "normal" ST. 

The pictures provided are all black and 
white digitised pictures and look excellent 
because of the more accurate grey scale 
allowable using the board. 

There is also a program which displays all 
4096 colours scrolling up the screen, and 
source code is on the disk too - in Assembler 



and C - so that you can take advantage of 
the extra features of your own software. 

Product: ST4096C Colour Board 

Price: £79.95 (with shifter) £49.95 (no shifter) 

Supplier: TC Developments, PO Box 15, 

Wetherby, West Yorkshire, LS22 4ZE 

Telephone: 0937 581145 

Configuration: All colour STs 



THE BOTTOM LINE 



Compatible with most soft- 
ware. Much cheaper than upgrading to 
an STE. 

The source code included 
allows you to use extra features within 
your own programs. Possible fitting prob- 
lems with some STs. 






Features 
Excellent 



Good 
Average 
Bad 
Appalling 
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alligrapher is not an entirely new 
product. It was first released three 
years ago by Computer Concepts, 
the creators of Fast Basic. However, 
the first release had some serious bugs and 
soon disappeared from the market. 

In spite of the problems with this first ver- 
sion Calligrapher soon built up a dedicated 
following. Three years after it was removed 
from the market there were still people who 
wouldn't use any other wordprocessor. 

All that is now history, and Calligrapher has 
re-emerged with its problems placed firmly 
behind it. Two versions are now available, the 
full Professional and a cut-down Junior ver- 
sion. This review will concentrate on the 
Junior incarnation, henceforth referred to as 
Calligrapher. 

The package consists of three single-sided 
disks and an excellent manual. Disk one con- 
tains the program proper and the installation 
program, while two and three are crammed 
with printer drivers and multiple font files. 

When installation is complete, the com- 
puter must be rebooted so it can load G+Cal- 
lig, a customised replacement for the normal 
Atari Gdos program, and the Calligrapher 
LINE_ARC program. Calligrapher won't run 
without these two installed in memory. 

It is supplied copy protected and you have 
to insert your original master disk every time 
you run the program. If you register your 
copy, you will receive two more master disks. 

The first contains an unprotected copy of 
the program and a Thesaurus. This copy car- 
ries your name in the "About..." dialogue as a 
deterrent to illegal copying. The fifth master 
disk contains three more font families. 

The manual provides an excellent introduc- 
tion to the program with several easy to follow 
tutorial sections, as well as more detailed 
explanations of the program. There is also a 
pull-out quick reference card with all the key- 
board shortcuts and search codes on it. 

ORIGINS AND IMITATION 

Calligrapher is very similar to MacWrite, a 
powerful wordprocessor for the Apple Macin- 
tosh. It even goes so far as to duplicate some 
of the Mac standard keyboard shortcuts. 

The program makes very elegant use of 
Gem, even using its own Desktop to make 
some functions more readily accessible. Disk 
and printer operations can be performed by 
dragging document icons to the correspond- 
ing device icon. 

Also in Macintosh fashion, if a block of text 
has been selected then any new text that is 
typed in will replace the selected block. All 
operations are fully buffered so if you make a 
mistake, pressing the Undo key will restore 
your work. 

There are shortcuts for correcting common 
typing errors. One of the most frequent mis- 
takes is a transposition, where two letters are 
typed the wrong way round. If "the" becomes 
"teh", pressing Control X will correct it. 

One area in which Calligrapher stands out 



Simon Law son sizes up the smaller 
sibling of the brilliant Calligrapher 
Professional and is well impressed 



This Pak provides some very 
sophisticated image processing 
options for converting Degas or 
Heochrome files to IUQ format 




is in its search and replace functions. Any 
piece of text can be searched for, and the 
search can be made case sensitive. 

What makes the program special is the way 
it can search for embedded style and format- 
ting codes in the main text. So for instance, all 
the bold text could be changed to super- 
scripted italic with a single operation. 

Calligrapher has a good spelling checker. 
The 80,000-word dictionary has English - not 
American - spellings, and French, German 
and Spanish dictionaries are also available. 
Eight dictionaries can be used at once when 
spell checking a document. 

The ability to import graphics is now fairly 
standard on ST wordprocessors, but once 
again Calligrapher improves on the norm. The 
standard Gem file formats, .IMG and .GEM 



Calligrapher has a Print Preview 
function to let you see thumbnail 
sketches of pages before they 
are printed 



are supported as its native format. Any 
object-orientated graphics in the .GEM format 
can have their cropping and scaling set 
before they are imported. 

A Calligrapher extension is provided with 
the package that allows the Degas .PI? and 
NEOchrome format files to be converted to 
.IMG. The DFX standard used by CAD pack- 
ages is also supported, and an additional 
program is provided to convert DFX files to 
the more useful IMG format. 

Once a graphic has been imported it can 
be resized and positioned on the page. They 
can also be linked to pieces of text, so when 
the text is moved the picture automatically 
goes with it. 

Graphics can be hidden and only an out- 
line of the graphics frame shown onscreen. 
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This week we take a look a 
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The Ueclor Story 
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This not only speeds up the screen display, it 
also saves about 20K of memory per graphic. 
A separate utility called Snapshot enables 
screens to be grabbed and saved to disk. 

Many of the more powerful features are 
written as Overlays or Paks. These are held 
on disk as individual files with .CPK extension. 
They appear under the Find menu, and open 
a new set of sub-menus. 

Five Paks are supplied. The first deals with 
importing and exporting text, and it can han- 
dle First Word Plus documents, and several 
varieties of Ascii text file. It can also cope with 
the DIF files created by some spreadsheets. 

The Graphics Pak allows Degas and 
Neochrome pictures to be converted to .IMG 
format and used in Calligrapher documents. 
Pictures can be cropped and scaled, and 
also have their resolution adjusted. Full colour 
mapping is supported to convert colour pic- 
tures to monochrome. 

The Key Selector is most useful if you're 
using a font that has non-English characters 
in it. The Selector presents a table showing all 
the characters available. 

One of the most useful Paks is the Calligra- 
pher Help system which offers assistance on 
every aspect of the program. 

FONT VARIETY 

The program is also exceptional in its control 
of fonts. Any size from a tiny 6 point to a mas- 
sive 128 points can be used, suitable for any- 
thing from footnotes to banner headlines. 
There is no limit to the number of fonts which 
can be used in a document. 

It is supplied with two complete font fami- 
lies as standard - Holland and Zurich. These 
are Times and Helvetica clones offering the 
standard serif and sans serif faces. 

Registered users gain another three sets of 
fonts. Unitype (Courier) is an attractive type- 
writer-style font and Math Symbols contains 
Greek and mathematical symbols. The last 
font family is Ornaments, a Zapf Dingbats 
clone with circles, squares, pointing hands 
and various other symbols. Other fonts are 
available separately. 

In order to improve the quality of its printed 
output, Calligrapher uses a proprietary sys- 
tem of vector fonts, similar to those used by 
Calamus. Unlike the normal Gdos fonts, vec- 

Desk File Edit HTTil Font Fornat Insert Miscs 



Calligtaphe 
customised versions of thi 
Dutch fonts. Calligrapher 
uersions In the way they ( 
characters. Standard GDC 
about three sizes of diarac 
These sizes are actually s! 
pixel-for-pixel. dot-for-d 
package. So when you 
character,the picture of Ifr 
up, magnifying the detail. 

This magnification is signl 
edges of the character loi 



u. 



tor fonts are stored on disk as 
mathematical descriptions of the 
letters. v| 

They can be scaled up or down to any size 
without becoming jagged. Vector fonts ensure 
that your hard copy looks good no matter 
what type of printer you 
have. Even a 9-pin dot 
matrix printer will always be 
driven at maximum resolu- 
tion. 

If you have a hard disk 
and 2Mb of memory going 
spare then Calligrapher can 
also display these vector 
fonts onscreen for a true 
WYSIWYG display. 

LINE_ARC can be used 
with some other Gdos-com- 
patible programs so they 
too can enjoy the benefits 
of vector fonts. 



Printer Options 

Printer 
■ Send to Printer 
□ Send to Disk 
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Which Pages: 
■ All Pages 

□ Even Pages 

□ Odd Pages 



Vertical Align 

□ Top 

□ Botton 
■ Centre 

□ Offset 
Uert 0ffset:9,4|_- 



Fron Pagell 

To Page: 999 

Nos Copies :1 

□ Reverse Order 



Horizontal Align 

□ Left 

□ Right 
■ Centre 

□ Offset 

Horz Of f set; 0,4— 

□ Alternate Margins 

□ Collate Pages 

□ Manual Paper Feed 

ZSizellOO 



This dialogue controls the way 
documents will be printed 
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calligrapher.. 



Replace: ~B+calligrapher'B-j 

Qlatch upper/lowercase I Cancel" 



Find \\ Replace II Replace fill 



B 



Calligrapher is supplied with two fonts which are 
customised uersions of the standard GDOS Swiss and 
Dutch fonts. Calligrapher fonts differ from Ihe GDOS 
uersions in Ihe way Kiev create diFfereni sizes of text 
characters. Standard GDOS fonts contain information 
about three sizes of character - 12, 18 and 24 point text. 
These sizes are actually stored as pictures. bit-mapped 
pixel-for-pixel, dol-for-dol, like pictures in a paint 
package. So when you want a different size of 

Character, Iho iMrliirontrfiarrhararrprhat: In he Mnwn- 

up. magnif Desk File Edit Find Font 

This mafin '■*' I , " - ..:-.- .-: =■- - 



depends entirely on Ihe point 
sizes used in the document; if 
you use the standard GDOS 
sizes (12. 18 and 24 point in 
most cases) they will be used for 
screen display and printed output 
since Ihey are alreadyoplimised 
for display at that size. But if you 
use any other point sizes, me 

Fornat Insert Miscs 
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ST SURVEY 

an irregular newsletter 



COMPETITION 

Calligrapher Junior faces some 
stiff competition in the middle 
ground of the wordprocessor mar- 
ket. That's Write, WordUp and to 
some extent Script have all staked 
their claims here. Calligrapher 
competes well in several respects. 

But unfortunately, Calligrapher 
leaves itself open to criticism in 
two important areas. Despite 
recent improvements, it is still very 
slow at redrawing its screen. Ver- 
sion 2.14 introduced a new screen drawing 
routine which is considerably faster than the 
old one, but still too slow. Sadly Turbo ST 
seems to be totally incompatible with Calligra- 
pher, causing random crashes. 

The other point is the way the dictionary 
works. For a spell check only a small header 
file is loaded into memory. Because the main 
part of the dictionary is never loaded into 
memory but held on disk, checking even a 
small document takes a long time. 

The more free memory available, the more 
of the dictionary can be made ram resident, 
so speeding up the spell check. A hard disk 
speeds up the spell checker. All in all, despite 
these minor quibbles, Calligrapher Junior is 



This week we lake a look at Ihe calligrapher fonl and drawing system, which uses the 
enigmalic ueclor oDjects 



The Uector Story 
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calligrapher |is supplied with two Fonts which are 
customised uersions of the standard GDOS Swiss and 
Dutch fonts. Calligrapher fonts diffet from the GDOS 
uersions in the way they create different sizes of text 
characters. Standard GDOS fonts contain information 
abouHhree sizes of character -12, 18 and 24 point text. 
These sizes are actually stored as pictures, bit-mapped 
pixel-for-ptxei, dot-rot -do!, like pictures in a paint 
package. So when you want a different size of 
character, the picture of that character has to be blown- 
up, magnifying Ihe detail. 

This magnification is significant, because although the 
edges of the character look all right at the size it was 
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depends entirely on the point 
sizes used in the document; IF 
you use ihe standard GDOS 
sizes (12, 18 and 24 point in 
most cases) Ihey will be used for 
screen display and printed output 
since they are alreadyoplimised 
for display at that size. But if you 
use any other point sizes, the 
outline font descriptions will be 
used in the document, adding a 
flexibilitylothis word-processor 
that no other programs offer on 
Ihe ST outside of the major DTP 



The Search and Replace dialogue. In this 

case the word Calligrapher is replaced 

with the same word, but now containing 

the control characters for bold text 



one of the best wordprocessors available for 
the ST. It's quite likely to be the only one that 
most people will ever need. 

SupplienWorking Title, PO Box 4, Eynsham, 
Oxford 0X8 1DU 

Price £69 

Telephone 0865 883592 

Configuration:AII STs 



The Ueclor Story 
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calligrapher is supplied with two fonts which are 
customised uersions of the standard BM Swiss and 
Dutch fonts , calligrapher fonts differ from the GDOS 
uersions in the way Ihey create different sizes of text 
characters. Standard GDOS fonts contain information 
about three sizes of character -12, 18 and 24 point text. 
These sizes are actually stored as pictures, Pit-mapped 
pixel-for-pixel, dot-for-dol, like pictures in a paint 
package, So when you want a different size of 



depends entirely on Ihe point 
sizes used in ihe document; if 
you use the standard GDOS 
sizes <12, 18 and 24 point in 
most cases) Ihey will be used for 
screen display and printed output 
since they are already optimised 
for display at that size . But if you 
use any other point sizes, the 
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I Change Onell Change mi 11 Stop 



glos 

goad 

goads 

god 

gods 

go&s 

gold. 



good 
goods 
gosh 



I Skip One I 



i Skip Ml 



E 



j Guess 













The spelling checker in 
action. It also suggests 
sensible alternatives for 
misspelled words 



THE BOTTOM LINE 


Tee many to mention here. 
An outstanding package. 


Generally good. Spell 




necking and screen redrawing slow, be 


1 Features | 
J Excellent . 
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INTERESTED IN HIGH PERFORMANCE 
GRAPHICS PROGRAMS? 

REAL-TIME 3D 
GRAPHICS FOR THE 
ATARI ST 

Andrew Tyler, Research 
Physicist, Manchester 
University, UK 

This accurate and up-to- 
date book shows how to 
produce vivid 3D solid 
graphics in colour, in real- 
time. Not just pretty 
pictures that take half an 
hour to draw, but 
everything you need to put 
together a game like Flight 
Simulator. 
The book is aimed at the ambitious Atari ST user, but 
users of other systems will see how to utilise the 
techniques in other hardware environments. Each 
section is complete with working example programs - 
ready to run! Plus all programs available on disk! No 
less than eight technical appendices complete this 
definitive volume - the ultimate ST reference book for 
the serious user. 
Contents Include: 





Screen Mapping 

Solid 3D 

Raster Line Drawing 

Animation 

Transformations 



Assembler Programming 
Colour Palettes 

* Real-Time Solid Graphics 

• Wireframe Graphics 

* Making a World 

• Joystick Control 
This fabulous new book has been developed from the 

author's popular series of lectures on assembly 
language programming. His students found that the 
subject took on a new dimension - quite literally - 
when they applied assembler to the challenge of real- 
time computer graphics. Now, all ST users can be at the 
leading edge of this exciting area! 
1850582173 264pp May 1991 (pr) £12.95l$26.80 
Published by Sigma Press, UK. 

CHAOS, FRACTALS AND THE ATARI ST 

Conrad Bessant, Software Consultant, 
Bedfordshire, UK 

Many people will have heard of Chaos theory and will 
have seen the beautiful photographs of Fractals that 
result from its application to physical systems. The 
Atari ST is an excellent system for exploring this 
exciting new field. Conrad Bessant presents a practical 
introduction to Chaos theory with particular emphasis 
on examples, experimentation and real-world Chaos. He 
keeps the mathematics to a minimum and includes 
many example programs, a detailed bibliography and an 
appendix which describes methods of converting GFA 
BASIC programs to run in STOS, Hisoft BASIC and C. 
185058 247 5 approx250pp Due September 1991 
approx £12.95l$26.80 
Published by Sigma Press, UK. 

Order from your bookseller - or send a cheque to John 
Wiley & Sons Ltd, Customer Services, Distribution 
Centre, Southern Cross Trading Estate, 1 Oldlands Way, 
Bognor Regis, West Sussex, P022 9SA. Credit cards to 
Fax: (0243) 820250 or Tel: (0243) 829121. Please add 
£1.95/$4.95 p&p. Postage is free when you order two 
or more books. 
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HALL OF IMAGES 

ATARI ST CLIP ART AND IMAGES 
Tel: 0272 607254 



Welcome to a new concept in ATARI Clip Art. We have our 
own Image Ware range and a wide and varied selection of: 

PD CALAMUS FONTS - PD ART PACKAGES - 
IMAGE WARE - SCANNING SERVICE - PD 
CLIPS - S/H DTP PACKS - PD WORD 
PROCESSING - PD ACCS & UTILITIES ETC... 

RING NOW! SEND £1.50 FOR A DEMO DISK & CATALOGUE. 

HALL OF IMAGES, 5 ALLLNGTON DRIVE, BARRS COURT, 
WARMLEY, BRISTOL BS15 7AS TEL 0272 607254 



Spasoft Computer Services 



Atari 520 STFM Discovery Pack £269 

Atari 520 STE Discovery Extra Pack £289 

Atari 520 STE Golden Games Pack (inc. 64 Disks) £349 

Atari 1040 STE Curriculum Pack & Exclusive STE Starter Kit £349 

Atari TT030/2 2Mb RAM, HD, Col Monitor £1999 

Atari TT030/8 32Mhz 40Mb Hard Disk, 8Mb RAM & Col VGA Screen £2499 

Atari Lynx console & Paperboy game £99 

Atari Portfolio Pocket PC £179 

Commodore CDTV & Defender of the Crown Game £549 

Commodore Amiga 51 2K £299 

Philips CM8833 Mk2 Colour Screen £249 

Sega Mega drive & Altered Beast game £139 

Sega Game Gear colour hand held £94 

Panasonic KXPII 24i 24 Pin Printer £299 

HP Deskjet 500 Ink Jet Printer £499 

External 720K Cumana Disk Drive £79 

Phone For Our Trade In Prices 
Make Cheques To SPASOFT. Send to: Spasoft (U5), 123 Mason Ave, 
Lillington, Leamington Spa, CV34 7QF. Tel: 0926 413706 
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Due to massive bulk buying and low cost 

overheads we can offer you THE BEST DISKS 

AVAILABLE AT THE MOST COMPETITIVE PRICES 

DSDD f\A _- INC VAT + 
DISKS _y| fl LABELS 
FROM V ■p Qtysof 100+ 

Qty's below 100 @ 33p each; 250+ @ 30p each; 500+ @ 29p each 

ALL DISKS CERTIFIED 100% ERROR FREE 



SONY 3.5" 38p 



DSDD BULK 



3.5" DSHD.. 
5.25" DSDD. 
5.25" DSHD. 



100 Capacity Disc Box ....4.25 50 Capacity Disk Box 3.50 



Mouse Pockets 1.75 Mouse Mat 2.25 

Printer Stand 4.25 Amiga/Atari Dust Cover.. .2.95 

Posso Box 15.95 3.575.25" Cleaning Kit ...1.95 



Amiga 512K RAM Expansion with clock 24.95 

Amiga/Atari External Drive (Zydec) 54.95 



THIS MONTHS 200 3.5" DSDD DISKS 
SPECIAL OFFER + 2 x 100 CAP BOXES 



66.95 



Please add £3.35 p&p/next day £8.50. Cheques/POs to 
PLC COMPUTER SUPPLIES (DeptSTU) 
11 Meakin Avenue, Clayton, 
Newcastle, Staffs ST5 4EY. 



TELESALES HOTLINE 

0782 212970 
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YES IT'S TRUE! 
YOU COULD WIN 
THIS AWESOME 
FULL SIZE 4 
PLAYER 



60 TORff 
DUDES.'! 



SIMPSONS 

ARCADE 

SAME/ 

PLUS LOADS OF 
SIMPSONS 
RUNNERS-UP 
PRIZES!! 



t& 



s ^ 




- ^4^ 
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0839-993324 



MUSIC MANIA 



wint H 

* DRUM KIT 

* BASS 
GUITAR 

* ELECTRIC 
KEYBOARD 

* LEAD 
GUITAR! 

wima 




ONE OF THESE FANTASTIC PRIZES 
COULD BE YOURS .... JUST CALL 



0839-993326 



AND CHOOSE THE ONE 
YOU WANT TO WIN !!! 



WIN THIS AWESOME 
SUZUKI QUAD! 

• IT'S GOT A 50cc PETROL ENGINE 

• ANYONE OVER THE AGE OF FIVE 
CAN RIDE IT! 

• IT'S A REAL FOUR WHEELED OFF 
ROAD RACER! 

• IT COULD BE YOURS, JUST CALL 




0839-993325 

MOVE MOUNTAINS 
WIN THIS MAGNIFICENT 
MONGOOSE MOUNTAIN BIKE! 

THIS AMAZING ALL-TERRAIN BIKE 

IS THE LATEST IN OFF ROAD CYCLES. 

IT COULD BE YOURS IN OUR EASY 

TO ENTER COMPETITION. 




CALL : 0839-993327 



Calls cost 33p (cheap rate) and 45p (at all other times) per minute inc. VAT. MEGAFONE, Sandylands House, Morecambe. LA3 1 DG. 

PLEASE ASK YOUR PERMISSION BEFORE YOU CALL. 



ATARI 520 STE 
DISCOVERY PACK 



Atari 520 STE with Double Sided Disc Drive, 

Mouse, Owners Manual, First Basic, 

Neochrome, ST Tour, Indianna Jones, 

Super Cycle, Dragons Breath, Anarchy, 

Atari CX40 Joystick 

ONLY £299.95 

Plus FREE! Our software pack comprising: 

Wordprocessor, Mail Merge, Database, 

Spreadsheet, Virus Killer, Your 2nd ST Manual, 

Eleven Great Games, Disk of Desk 
Accessories, Five Programs for small children 



DISCOVERY PLUS PACK 



Contains all the items in the Discovery Pack 

above, plus! ! Vinyl Computer Cover, Mouse 

Mat, Twin Joystick Extension Lead, 10 Blank 

Disks, Joystick 

ONLY £319.95 

Plus FREE! Our software pack comprising: 

Wordprocessor, Mail Merge, Database, 

Spreadsheet, Virus Killer, Your 2nd ST Manual, 

Eleven Great Games, Disk of Desk 
Accessories, Five Programs for small children 

SPECIAL BONUS OFFER 

Buy any Atari ST Computer from us and 

you can buy a Ten Game Software Pack 

containing:- 

ASTERIX, CHESS, LIVE AND LET DIE, 

SKWEEK, ONSLAUGHT, PIPE MANIA, RICK 

DANGEROUS, ROCK N ROLL, ONSLAUGHT. 

TRIVIAL PURSUIT 

FOR ONLY £19.95 
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MONITORS 

AUGUST SPECIAL OFFER 

PHILIPS CM8833 MK2 

COLOUR MONITOR 

ONLY £239.95 

INCLUDING CONNECTING LEAD 

ATARI SM124 MONITOR £139.95 



ATARI 1040 STE 



NEW!! NEW!! NEW!! NEW!! 

ATARI 1040STE 
FAMILY CURRICULUM PACK 

INCLUDES 

ATARI 1040STE, MOUSE, MANUAL, BUSINESS 

MODULE:- ST WORD, ST CALC, ST BASE 

CREATIVE MODULE:- HYPERPAINT2, 
MUSIC MAKER 2, FIRST BASIC 

PLAY AND LEARN MODULE:- PROF PLAYS A NEW 

GAME, PROF LOOKS AT WORDS, 

PROF MAKES SENTENCES 

JUNIOR SCHOOL MODULE:- ANSWER BACK 

JUNIOR QUIZ, GENERAL KNOWLEDGE QUIZ, 

SPELLING, PRIMARY MATHEMATICS 

GCSE REVISION MODULE: MICRO MATHEMATICS, 
FRENCH MISTRESS, GEOGRAPHY QUIZ 

ONLY £364.95 

PLUS FREE!! A SUPERB DISK CONTAINING 
ELEVEN GREAT GAMES 



FAMILY CURRICULUM BONUS PACK 



ALL ITEMS IN FAMILY CURRICULUM PACK ABOVE, PLUS: 

VINYL DUST COVER, MOUSE MAT 

TWO MICROSWITCHED JOYSTICKS. 

10 DISKS IN A BOX 

ONLY £389.95 



VINYL DUST COVERS 


Atari 520ST/1040ST 


E5.95 




£4.95 




£4.95 




£4.95 


Star LC10 


£4.95 




£4 95 


Star LC200 .. .. 


£4.95 




£4.95 




£4.95 




£4.95 




£6.95 


Philips CM8833 


£6.95 



PRINTERS 


AUGUST SPECIAL OFFER 

PANASONIC KXP1180 PRINTER 

Only £149.95 

Including Connecting Lead and 200 Sheets Paper 




..£209.95 


Star LC10 (UK) 


..£154.95 


Star LC200 Colour (UK) 


..£209.95 


Star LC24-200 Colour 


..£299.95 


Citizen 120D 


..£139.95 


Citizen Swift 24 


..£269.95 


Citizen Swift 24 Col 


..£299.95 




..£189.95 




£219 95 


All Printer prices include connecting lead 


DISK DRIVES 


Cumana CSA354 1Mb 


....£79.95 




....£69.95 




ZYDEC EXTERNAL DRIVE WITH POWER SUPPLY 
ONLY £59.95 



Mouse Mat £4.95 

Twin Joystick Ext £5.95 

Mouse Bracket £2.95 

Tilting Monitor Stand £12.95 

Disk Head Cleaner £2.95 

Naksha Mouse £24.95 

ZY F1 Stereo Speakers £39.95 

JULY/AUGUST SPECIAL OFFER 

Good Quality Replacement Mouse tor the Atari 

ST/Amiga 

ONLY £16.95 



Professional £12.95 

Professional Plus £13.95 

Cheetah 125+ £7.45 

Cheetah Mach 1 £9.95 

Quickjoy Megaboard £21.95 

Konix SpeedRing £9.95 

Konix Navigator £12.95 

Cruiser £8.95 

Quickshot Apache £7.95 

Quickshot Python £10.45 

Quickshot Maverick £12.95 



EDUCATIONAL SOFTWARE 



SERIOUS SOFTWARE 



hirst word nus vj tb/.ou 

Wordwriter £36.95 

Home Accounts £17.95 

Degas Elite £18.95 

Neo Desk 3 £29.95 

Data Manager Prolessional £29.95 

Lets Make Series: Greetings Cards £8.95 

Signs and Banners £8.95 

Calendars and Stationery. .£8. 95 
Art Library 1 or 2 (State) £8.95 

Magic Maths 4-8 Years £17.95 

Maths Mania 8-12 Years £17.95 

Three Bears 5-10 Years £17.95 

Better Spelling (8-1 4) £17.95 

Better Maths (12-16) £17.95 

Learn to Read with Professor 4-9 Years £20.95 

Professor Looks at Words (4-9) £13.95 

Prof Makes Sentences (4-9) £16.95 

Lets Spell Out and About £13.95 

Flight Simulator 2 £24.95 

European Scenery Disk £12.95 

Japan Scenery Disk £12.95 

Hawaiian Scenery Disk £12.95 

F19 Stealth Fighter £21.95 

PRE STOCKTAKING SALE 

Fast Basic Disk Version £29.95 

Hisott Basic £49.95 

CyberStudio £29.95 

Draw Art Clip Art £9.95 

Stuff Utilities £9.95 

Pro Midi £9.95 

Spell Book £4.95 

BOOKS 

Kids And The ST £9.95 

GEM Programmers References £11.95 

3D Graphics £12.95 

Sound And Graphics £9.95 

ST Internals Program Disks £9.95 

GAMES ALL AT £2.95 EACH 

Stryxx, Baal, Never Mind, Fusion, Airborne Ranger. 

Interphase, Gravity. Crack Down. E Motion. X-Out, 

Dark Side, Cloud Kingdoms. 

Very Limited Stock. 

All offers end 31/8/91 



MAIL-CENTA 
17 Campbell Street, Belper, Derby DE5 1AP. Tel: 0773 826830 

Prices include VAT at 17.5%. Delivery charges are as follows:- Order value under £10.00 please add 50p. Order value £10.00 to 

£99.99 delivery free. Order value £100.00 and over please add £5.00. 

Personal callers welcome at our retail shop but please bring this advert as some prices will vary. Closed Wednesdays. 

All items despatched same day if possible. Personal cheques may require 7 days clearance. 

Proprietor: Martin Bridges. 



ANALOGUE 
ANALOGIC 

ANALOGIC 



ANALOGIC COMPUTERS (UK) LTD 

1 52 Latchmere Road, Kingston-upon-Thames, 
Surrey KT2 5TU 



Telephone Mon-Sat. 9am to 9pm 
TEL: 081-546-9575 
FAX/TEL: 081-541-4671 



520 STE DISCOVERY EXTRA PACK 51 2K 

1 Meg 

Includes 1 Meg Drive and • Dragons Breath 

• Super Cycle • Indiana Jones • Anarchy 

• Neochrome • First Basic • ST Tour • CX40 Joystick 



r~ 



1040 STE FAMILY CURRICULUM PACK iMeg. 



&|I 

< in = 

£2° 

<n> >, 



.£309.00 
.£339.00 



.£349.00 



Includes an Atari 1 040STE Personal 

Computer and five different level application modules: 

MODULE 1 is designed for Pre-School aged children. 

MODULE 2 targets the junior school children. 

MODULE 3 is designed to assist those taking GCSE Exams. 

MODULE 4 contains Hyperpaint, Music Maker 2 and ST First Basic. 

MODULE 5 is a business computing compilation: 

Word Processor Package, Database, Spreadsheet. 



MODEL 2231 High quality medium resolution colour monitor 

with remote control teletext TV & Scart cable .£269.00 

MODEL 3332 High quality medium resolution colour monitor 

with remote control TV & Scart cable £239.00 



1 Meg 3.5" Internal Sony Drive £49.95 

1 Meg 3.5" External Drive with its own PSU £59.95 



REPAIRS WITHOUT DIAGNOSTIC FEES 



520/1040 (STFM/STE) • FIXED CHARGES • FAST TURNAROUND... .£59.95 
* We pick up faulty computer from your premises for only £5.00 + VAT 



I POWER SU PPLIES W TO ONE YEA R GUARANTEE 

j STFM/STE Power Supplies (Service Exchange) £49.95 



MEMORY UPGRADES WHILE YOU WAIT! 




1 . 520 ST/STM/STF/STFM to 1 Meg 
2. 520 ST/STM/STF/STFM to 2.5 Meg 
3. 520 STE to 1 Meg 
4. 520 STE to 2.5 Meg 
5. 520 STE to 4 Meg 

• We specialise in Surface Mount Chips 

• WE PROVIDE PICKUP SERVICE FROM YOUR PREMISES FOR ONLY £5.00 + VAT 



£59.95 

«... £159.95 

J^rT.... .£29.95 

£89.95 

£169.95 



MEMORY CHIPS AT LOW LOW PRICE 



16 x 256k x 1 Bit DRAM £29.95 

16 x 1 Meg x 1 Bit DRAM £89.95 



EMULATORS 



PC SPEED & Fitting 

AT SPEED C16 including Fitting . 
• 16 MHz Clock Speed 



...£99.95 
.£249.95 



HARD DIS KS lor your ST 

PROGATE20 

PROGATE30 

PROGATE40 

PROGATE40DC 

PROGATE60 

PROGATE 80 

PROGATE80DC 



.£345.00 
.£379.00 
.£399.00 
.£469.00 
.£489.00 
.£579.00 
.£629.00 



• All prices include VAT and Next Day Delivery 
• Please call for special deals on Printers and other Atari Products 
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ASPECTS 

OF IDE 

ATARI ST 

Atari ST User brings you seven special pages 

devoted to your very own favourite ST subjects. 

There's something for everyone —every month. 





PAGE 106 



Gajit's Sequencer One, a Baud In A Box upgrade, Virtuosos and 
Prodigies and DAT have Ian Waugh enthralled this nonth 



EDUCATION 



PAGE 109 



Pat Winstanley looks at what's available for the youngest of ST 
users, including Disney games, Fun School 3, Mix and Match 



COMMUNICATIONS 



PAGE 1 1 1 



Eddie McKendrick takes a long hard look at British Telecom's 
Micronet service. Find out what conclusions he drew inside 



EMULATION 



PAGE 113 



The quest for ever-faster PC emulation on the ST has Giinter 
looking atA-Speed and ATonce's 16Mhz versions 



Ambushbug, England's finest investigative adventure game 
player, takes over the Adventures column 



DESKTOP PUBLISHING 



PAGE 117 



News of Timeworks improvements in the pipeline, plus new 
clip art and a DTP user group for ST owners 



BUSINESS 



PAGE 119 



Dont know the difference between tax avoidance and tax 
evasion? Phil Trory explains plus advice on spreadsheets 



'■■'■" ■■;...-.■-... 
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MIDI AND MUSIC edited by IAN WAUGH 



Sequencer One, 

Bdnd-In-A-Box 

and what's more, 

there's DAT 



Gajits' Sequencer One, one of 
the most affordable yet friendly 
budget-priced sequencers at 
£89.99, has undergone a few 
small upgrades bringing it to ver- 
sion 1.06. 

These include a full implemen- 
tation of Midi Song Pointers, the 
ability to carry out Block opera- 
tions with the mouse, drop into 
Record mode from Play and 
select which Midi messages are 
transmitted when Stop is 
pressed. 

But perhaps even more inter- 
esting, especially for users with 
limited musical experience, is the 
launch of the Hit Kit. This is a col- 
lection of musical building blocks 
which you can assemble in any 
number of combinations to con- 
struct a song. 

They are grouped into seven 
musical styles - ballad, blues, 
disco, house, Latin, reggae and 
techno - which contain up to six 
instrument parts - bass, drums, 
chords, middle, filling and top. 

The drums use Roland's MT-32 
drum map which you can edit. 
There are 82 drum patterns and 
124 other phrases, and Gajits 
have arranged some into seven 
eight-bar loops so that you can 
hear what they sound like in con- 
text. 

You can easily use these as 
the basis for your own songs but 
it's quite easy to assemble your 
own. Be original! 

The Hit Kit is £30 but 
Sequencer One owners qualify 
for a £5 discount. This is to dis- 
tinguish them from Notator, 
Cubase and Pro-24 owners who 
will have to pay full price when a 
version is released for these pro- 
grams - which will be soon. 

If arranging isn't your strong 
suit, the Hit Kit is well worth 
checking out. 

The Hit Kit Volume 2 is due 



Desk File Block Track MIDI Options Screens 



ii Gajits 133B 



Instrument sections which make up 
the Hit Kit's techno style... 




...and those which make 
up the Hit Kit's house style 



Hit me with your 
rhythm kit 



soon, too! More information can 
be obtained from: Gajits, l-Mex 
House, 40 Princess Street, 
Manchester, M1 6DE. Tel: 061 
2515/4. 

MORE BAND-IN-A-BOX 

Band-ln-A-Box, which was 
reviewed in December, has been 
updated to version 4.1. Like 
Freestyle (see News Round-Up) 
it's an accompaniment genera- 
tor. You enter a chord sequence 
and it generates drum, bass and 
piano parts in up to 24 styles. 

The major innovation is the 
ability to create your own rhythm 
styles including endings, a fea- 
ture which the earlier version 
lacked. You can create lots of 
different patterns for one style 
and give them weights to control 
the probability that they will play. 
You can even assign weights to 
drum hits so they can use differ- 
ent drum sounds each time 
through. 

Playback masks can be 
assigned to patterns which allow 



them to play only on certain bars. 
A mask of 1, for example, will 
only let a pattern play on odd 
bars, 2 on even bars, 3 on every 
third bar and so on. 

Drum patterns are entered on 
a grid in step time but the bass 
and piano must be recorded in 
real time and can't be edited. 
The main drawback is not being 
able to save the style with a song 
- they must be done separately. 

You can now also enter lyrics 
on to the score, start playback 



from any bar and change the 
style midway through a piece. A 
major operational improvement is 
faster screen redraws. 

The price of the program 
remains the same at £45, 
although the upgrade itself is a 
comparatively hefty £20. 

WHEN THE 
MUSE STRIKES 

One of the fastest sequencers 
around, Virtuoso, written entirely 
in machine code, has been 



NEWS ROUNDUP 



Desk F 


ile Block 


Track MIDI 


Opt 


ions 


Screens 








Gajits 1999 


H » 


































***!» n 


r * 5S= 
































[ * l _j 


































i I 


r j 5Z= 












































_ 




~ 


™ 






- - 




_ 




~ 


TA 1 


"■1 










— 
















— 






H P 
































; 


r = S5E= 
































11J1 1 




































































l*|Trk:01 


5|B0Bfl 


i 






1 


z 









5 




04 




J 


wmmn 


tmimi worn rwmm - - wwmm 


O < 

wujjm m. 


3 K 


1 □ ______ 

■ ¥J£uM WLti^Jf ■>■)■)■)■)■)■)■)■)■)■■■■)■■)■■■■■■■■■ 



Sequencer One's Step Editor showing the notes in one of the styles 



• Zone Distribution are now the official UK distributors for Dr T music soft- 
ware. Programs include Dr T's heavyweight KCS (Keyboard Controlled 
Sequencer) with PVG (Programmable Variations Generator), a computer- 
assisted composition routine. Other programs include a wide range of 
voice editors and librarians for most popular synths and expanders. 

Zone ask all users of Dr T software who haven 't already done so, to reg- 
ister with them so Zone can keep them informed of updates and new pro- 
grams. 

Zone have acquired UK distribution of Freestyle by German company 
Frohlich. See the Frankfurt Music Fair report in May's issue for details. 

It works on similar lines to Band-ln-A-Box but is considerably more 
sophisticated. It can create up to five instrument parts - drums, piano, 
bass, guitar and brass - and play up to eight song sections such as intro, 
fill, variation and ending. 

Thirty-two rhythm styles are supplied and more can be loaded from 
disk. Freestyle will cost £149 and there will be a special price for all Band- 
ln-A-Box owners. 

• Zone have also added a couple of educational programs to their range 
- the Advanced Guitar Tabulator and the Advanced Keyboard Tabulator. 
These can display around 3,000 chords which you are encouraged to fin- 
ger and play. You can hear them through the Atari monitor or via Midi. 

You can also record chord sequences into a playlist which will play back 
via an integrated sequencer and can be saved as Midi files. You can print 
the list to a dot matrix printer, too. The Tabulators are £99 each. More 
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I Jazz? V 



Title: I 
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Instrument »' s : Bassft Bassfi 8 PianoR 9 PianoB 8 Tcnpo;li5 
fl pattern 5 5 5 5 
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5 5 5 



B pattern 
Fills 
End Bruns 
fl 8 beat 
8 4 beat 
8 2 beat 
8 1 beat 
B 8 beat 
B 4 beat 
B 2 beat 
B 1 beat 
End bass 
A 8 beat 
fl 4 beat 
fl 2 beat 
fl 1 beat 
s 8 beat 
8 4 beat 
B 2 beat 
8 1 beat 
Ending 
(P)lay pattern 



Band-ln-A-Box's 
new-look main 
screen 



Creating your 
own style in 
Band-ln-A-Box 
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upgraded to Version 2. The 
major addition is the inclusion of 
a notation facility which is called 
Score Edit. 

It is now also compatible with 
Plasmec's ADAS hard disk 
recording system and has a 
hook into Gem so you can run 
correctly-written Gem programs 
and desk accessories. The VAT 
increase now makes Virtuoso 
£305. Upgrades to existing 
users are a most reasonable 
£5.50. 

Prodigy, the baby Virtuoso, is 
now available in two versions - 
with or without Score Edit. The 
original program is still £135 but 
the Score Edit version, and 
upgrade fee, is £40 more. 
The present versions of Score 



Edit only print to Epson-compat- 
ible printers but other printer 
drivers are on the way. 

The Digital Muse is collabo- 
rating with Take Control who 
publish Music DTP. Using Take 
Control's Reflex Graphic Card 
you can run two monitors at 
once and see Virtuoso on one 
and Music DTP on the other. You 
move from one to the other sim- 
ply by sliding the mouse off the 
edge of the screen. 

The upgrade coincides with a 
move for the Muse to: 82 Tach- 
brook Street, London, SW1V 
2NB. Tel: 071 828 9462. 

Take Control is still at: Jonic 
House, Speedwell Road, Birm- 
ingham, B25 8EU. Tel: 021 
7066085. 




about these new programs soon. Meanwhile you can get more info from: 
Zone Distribution, 5 Abbeville Road, London, SW4. Tel: 081 766 6564. 

• New company Forefront Technology have announced some new nifty 
Midi gadgets. The FT3 (£39) performs several functions. It can transmit 
Patch Changes on any Midi channel and merge a signal with its own 
output. Patch Numbers can be stored in up to eight User Memories. It 
can also test Midi leads and act as a data filter. 

More from Forefront Technology, 2 Rebecca Gardens, Silver End, 
Witham, Essex, CM8 3SR. Tel: 0376 83920. 

• TMS (The Music Network), the online network for hi-tech musicians, 
have reduced their minimum billing charge from £10 per month to £6. 
TMS offer electronic mail and fax services and have specialised online 
bulletin boards. 

More information is available from: TMS, PO Box 5, Somerton, So 
set, TA1 1 6SX. Tel: 0458 74281 . 

• Hands On, purveyors of quality Midi sequences on disk, have 
released a new Summer catalogue. It contains around 130 pop, rock 
and classical pieces available in a choice of ST sequencer formats. You 
can select four pop songs of your choice or two classical pieces for only 
£19.95. 

More from Hands On Midi Software, 14 Lodge Road, Bedhamp 
Havant, Hampshire, P09 3LL Tel: 0705 452628. 
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Instrument It's: 
R pattern 5 5 
8 patten 
Fills 
End Drun: 
fl 8 beat 
fl 4 beat 
R Z beat 
fl 1 beat 
B 8 beat 
8 4 beat 
B 2 beat 
B 1 beat 
End bass 
fl 8 beat 
fl 4 beat 
fl Z beat 
fl 1 beat 
B 8 beat 
B 4 beat 
B Z beat 
B 1 beat 
Ending 
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I Bass Pattern Is Recorded I 

Relative Weight (8 - 9) 

Playback Bar Mask (B - 11) ; 4' 

Playback Beat Mask (8-4): 1 

Roman Humeral Hask (8 - 7) 

Chord Type (B - 11) 

Interval to Hext Chord (-7 - 8) 

Tenpo Hask (6 - Z) 

fllloH Other Patterns ? V 

Ok to use Macro Notes ? N 

Playback bar nask determines WHEN 
patternis played, 8=anytine, l=odd 
Z=even, 4=every 4th pat, etc, 



Ok 



I Cancel L 



(R)ecord (P)lay pattern (F8)Chord (E)dit (O)uantize (C)opy (V)Paste (FlB)Exit 
Adding weights to a bass pattern in Band-ln-A-Box 



Dis and DAT 

I've been meaning to say a few words about DAT (Digital Audio 
Tape) for a while but the audio industry is still in something of a 
turmoil trying to decide what to do about it and which standard to 
go for. 

DAT has been with us for a few years although it hasn't been 
widely publicised outside the audio industry. In effect, a DAT 
machine is like a miniature video recorder and DAT tapes are like 
mini video tapes. 

A DAT player records audio data digitally, of course, and gives 
you CD quality recordings. Just to spell it out - a DAT copy of a CD 
is indistinguishable from the original CD recording. The DAT tape 
can be copied and so on, ad infinitum without any loss of quality. 

Naturally, the industry is rather concerned about piracy. (And 
you think software publishers are neurotic? The pirate copying of 
records and CDs has been going on ever since the tape recorder 
was invented and the industry's still with us!) 

In an attempt to overcome, or at least minimise, the effects of 
piracy, manufacturers began to incorporate SCMS (Serial Copy 
Management System) into DAT players. This allows you to make a 
recording on to DAT but not to make another digital recording from 
that one. 

It doesn't prevent you from making an analogue copy, however, 
and few listeners will be able to tell the difference. For the legiti- 
mate user, SCMS should not be a problem. 

The advantage of DAT for the sequencer user is that it allows 
you to make CD quality recordings of your music. You can copy 
your work on to cassette for distribution from a first generation dig- 
ital master! 

Many sequencers, such as Notator and Cubase, have a Mixer 
page which lets you perform a digital mix on the ST without having 
to work the faders on an analogue mixer manually. As the mix is 
recorded in the sequencer, it's easy to edit. 

Another benefit for anyone making direct-to-disk recordings is 
the ability to back up data onto DAT. Because a D-T-D recording can 
use as much as 10 meg of disk space to record 30 seconds of 
music, DAT storage is a real money-saver. Some samplers can 
access data on DAT, too, and sample libraries are being sold on 
DAT tapes as well as CDs. 

DAT has traditionally been aimed at the professional market but 
now manufacturers are seeking to increase consumer awareness 
of them. One of the best and cheapest low-cost DATs is Casio's DA- 
7 which you can now find in selected hi-fi dealers and music shops 
at prices of around £600 or less - typically £525. 1 liked it so much / 
bought one! 

However, electronics giant Philips have thrown a spanner into 
the works by announcing a new digital audio tape format based on 
the humble cassette recorder. The most obvious benefit is the abili- 
ty to play your existing tapes on it although the quality of the digi- 
tal recordings isn't as high as DAT. 

If the standard goes ahead it is unlikely to filter down to con- 
sumer level in less than a year, maybe two, but by that time DAT 
will have a very good foot in the professional door and, if Casio's 
lead is anything to go by, in home studios and by the hi-fi, too. How- 
ever, we could be in for another VHS vs Betamax battle! 
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THE THREE BEARS (5-10) 
IBM, ST, CPC, AMIGA. 

Superbly reviewed educational adven- 
ture. Develops reading and imagina- 
tion. 

MAGIC MATHS (4-8) 
IBM, PCW, ST, AMIGA. 

Highly rated primary maths programs. 
Selection of games. Add and Subtract. 

MATHS MANIA (8-12) 
IBM, PCW, ST, AMIGA. 

"The best primary programs I have yet 
seen." Multiply, Divide, Maths Skills. 

BETTER SPELLING (8-18) 
IBM, ST, PCW, AMIGA, CPC, 
BBC, CBM(D). 

Highly acclaimed tutor. Received 
excellent reviews. Challenging. 



BETTER MATHS (12-16 GCSE) 
IBM, PCW, ST, AMIGA, CPC, 
CBM(D). 

Very comprehensive coverage of all the 
major aspects of maths for this age 
group. Excellent. 

JUNIOR TYPIST (4-10) 
IBM, ST, AMIGA. 

Keyboard trainer which helps spelling. 



THE BEST IN EDUCATION 



HOW TO ORDER 

1 . Post your order. 

2. Fax your order. 

3. Ring credit card number. 

4. Ring for advice. 

5. Ask your dealer to order. 

Prices: 

IBM 51/4 or 31/2, ST & STE, AMIGA £22.95 

CPC, PCW, CBM (disks) £16.95 

FREE CATALOGUE 



ORDER DIRECT TO: 

School Software Ltd., Tait Business Centre, 

Dominic Street, Limerick, Ireland. 

Tel: (U.K.) 010 353-61-415399. 

Fax Orders: 010 353-61-414315. 

Credit Card Hotline (U.K.): 010 353-61-415399. 

Others Tel: 010 353-61-415399. 

Access/Mastercard/Eurocard/Barclaycard/Visa No. 

I I I I M I I I M I I I I I I I I I 



Expiry Date Cheque/PO I I 

My machine 

Titles 



Name .... 
Address. 



A SOFTMACHINE A 



Atari Hardware 



520ST-E Discovery Xtra ...£297.99 

1040ST-E Family £359.99 

MEGA 2 ST + Pro 24 III. ...£61 1.99 
MEGA 4 ST * Pro 24 III. ...£784.99 
Stacy 2Mb Ram 20Mb HD £1 342.99 
TT 2Mb Ram 40Mb HD ..£1629.99 
TT 4Mb Ram 40Mb HD ..£1934.99 
TT 8Mb Ram 40Mb HD ..£2136.99 

SM124 Mono Monitor £137.99 

SC1224 Colour Monitor....£269.99 

PTC1426 Multisinc £409.99 

MEGAFILE30HD £342.99 

MEGAFILE60HD £461.99 

STM-1 Mouse £24.99 

Portfolio £181.99 

Philips 8833 Mkll £244.99 

Citizen 120D+ £131.99 

Citizen 124D £194.99 

Citizen Swift 9 £187.99 

Citizen Swift 24 £284.99 

Swift 9/24 Colour Kit £34.99 

Star LC-1 £141.99 

StarLC24-10 £199.99 

Star LC-200 £214.99 

Star LC24-200 £239.99 

Star LC24-200 Colour £299.99 

Cumana 1Mb 3.5" Drive £79.99 

Roctec 1Mb 3.5 - Drive £64.99 

0.5Mb Xtra-RAM £61.99 

0.5Mb Xtra-RAM STE £46.99 

Forget-Me-Clock II £22.99 

AT Once Plus £199.99 

AT Speed C16 £219.99 

PC Speed £89.99 

Hitachi Camera & Lens £224.99 

Vidi ST + Vidi Chrone £104.99 

Vidi RG9 Splitter £69.99 

Vidi Colour Solution £159.99 

Golden Image Scanner £179.99 

Datascan Professional £171.99 

Linnet Modem £161.99 

Supra 2400 Modem £129.99 



Mastersound 2 £29.99 

Playback £22.99 

Replay v8 £59.99 

Replay Professional £94.99 

Golden Image Mouse £19.99 

Contriver Trackball £29.99 

Marconi Trackball £49.99 

Universal Printer Stand £6.99 

Centronics Printer Cable £4.99 

RS232 Cable £7.99 

Scan Cable £8.99 

3.5' 40 Cap Disc Box £4.99 

3.5' 80 Cap Disk Box £6.99 

10 x Sony Bulk 3.5' £5.99 

50 x Sony Bulk 3.5" £24.99 

100 x Sony Bulk 3.5" £44.99 



Atari ST 3D Graphics Prog .£18.95 

Atari ST Basic to C £18.45 

Atari ST Explored 2nd Ed £9.95 

Atari ST Logo Users Guide .£18.45 
Atari ST Mach Lang 68000 .£18.45 
Atari ST Programmers Gde £22.95 

Atari ST Tricks & Tips £18.45 

Game Makers Manual* £12.95 

MIDI & Sound Book* £17.25 

Musical Applications' £5.95 

Presenting the Atari ST £15.95 

Program Design Techniques. £14.95 
Prog by Example: ST Basic.£14.95 

*Appl Gde to Prog in C £19.95 

ST Disk Drives in & Out £18.95 

Tech Ref Gde *Vol1 VDI £19.95 

Tech Ref Gde *Vol2 AES £19.95 

Tech Ref Gde *Vol3 T0S ....£22.95 

Timeworks Publisher £9.95 

Your First Basic £14.95 

* Indicates Atari ST in title 
68000 Assem Lang Prog ....£21 .95 
Programming the 68000 ....£23.95 
Teach Yourself 68000 £8.95 



40 Great Flight Sims 
40 More Great Flights 
F-19 Stealth Air Combat 
F-19 Stealth Fighter 


£13.95 

£14.95 

£11.95 

....£13.95 




....£14.95 




....£14.95 




....£14.95 


Learn to Fly Flight Sim 


£14.95 
....£12.95 


Take Off Flight Sim 


....£15.45 


Turn & Burn Gde to Falcon .£1 1 .95 
Up & Run Flight Sim £8.95 




Word Processors 


1st Word Plus 


....£59.95 




....£69.00 


K-Word 2 


....£29.95 




..£102.95 


That's Write 

Wordflair 


£89.95 
....£59.95 




..£178.95 


Word Writer 


....£36.95 


Write On 


....£44.95 


Desktop Publishing 


Fleet St Publisher v3 
Pagestream 


£169.95 
..£124.95 



Pagestream Font Sets. ..each £44.95 
Timeworks DTP £72.95 



Databases 



Adinens Pius £96.95 

DG Base £34.95 

Data Manager Prof £29.95 

K-Data £37.95 

Prodata £55.95 

Superbase Personal £39.95 

Superbase Personal 2 £64.95 

Superbase Professional... .£164. 95 



Spreadsheets 



3D-CaiC £22.95 

DGCalc £27.95 

K-Spread £21.95 

K-Spread2 £44.95 

K-Spread3 £67.95 

K-Spread4 £91.95 

K-Spread4T £112.95 

Mini Office Spreadsheet £18.95 



Accounts 



Cashbook Combo £47.95 

Cashbook Controller £35.95 

Final Accounts £22.95 

Home Accounts £18.95 

Personal Fin Man Plus £29.95 

System 3 £35.95 



Assemblers/Compilers/Languages 



Devpac2 £41.95 

FTLModula2 £48.95 

FTL Modula 2 Developer £69.95 

GFA Basic v3.5 Compiler ....£23.95 
GFA Basic v3.5 lnterpreter..£39.95 

Hisoft Basic 2 CALL 

Hisoft C Interpreter £41 .95 

Hisoft Forth £28.95 

Highspeed Pascal £74.95 

K-Seka Assembler £37.95 

Lattice C v5 £111.95 

Nevada Cobol £34.95 

Prospero C £72.95 

Prospero Fortran £72.95 

Prospero Pascal £72.95 

STOS £29.95 



C Breeze Editor £21.95 

Hard Drive Turbo Kit £25.95 

Harlekin 2 £41.95 

Knife ST £24.95 



K-Graph3 £37.95 

K-Resource 2 £29.95 

Mailshot Plus £34.95 

Neodesk3 £29.95 

Tempus2 £28.95 

Twist £17.95 

Turbo ST £24.95 

WERCS £24.95 



Communications 



FaSTcomm 2 £39.95 

Flash £18.95 

K-Comm2 £37.95 

Mini Office Comms £18.95 



Audio/Music 



C-Lab Creator £289.95 

C-Lab Creator/Unitor £609.95 

C-Lab Notator £479.95 

C-Lab Notator/Unitor £799.95 

Cubase £494.95 

Cubeat £269.95 

DrT's Copyist App £76.95 

Dr T's Copyist DTP £201 .95 

DrT's KCS £169.95 

DrT's KCS Level II £249.95 

DrT's MRS £51.95 

Dr T's Tiger Cub £64.95 

K-Minstrel 2 £24.95 

Quartet £35.95 



CAD/Graphics/Animation 



Canvas £10.95 

Cyber Control £29.95 

Cyber Paint £36.95 

Cyber Sculpt £57.95 

CyberStudio £36.95 

Cyber Texture £36.95 

Deluxe Paint £36.95 

Degas Elite £19.95 

Easy Draw 2 £36.95 

Easy Draw 2 Supercharged £59.95 

Hyperpaint 2 £29.95 

Megapaint 2 £89.95 

Spectrum 512 £22.95 



H 



Please make cheques/postal orders payable to SOFTMACHINE. All items subject to availability. 
All prices include V.A.T. & U.K. Delivery. All prices subject to change without notice. E.&O.E. 

SOFTMACHINE 



Dept. STU9, 20 Bridge House, Bridge Street, Sunderland SR1 1TE. Tel: 091-510 2666/2777 Fax: 091-564 1960 



Educational 



Better Maths 12-16 yr £19.95 

Better Spelling Over 8 £19.95 

Fun School 2 Under 6 £14.95 

Fun School 2 6-8 £14.95 

Fun School 2 Over 8 £14.95 

Fun School 3 Under 5 £17.95 

Fun School 3 5-7 £17.95 

Fun School 3 Over 7 £17.95 

Magic Maths 4-8 yrs £19.95 

Maths Mania 8-12 yrs £19.95 

M Beacon Teaches Typing ..£22.95 

Micro French GCSE £20.95 

Micro Maths GCSE £20.95 

Primary Maths 3-12 yrs £20.95 

Prof Looks at Words £19.95 

Prof Makes Sentences £19.95 

Prof Plays a New Game £19.95 

Spell Book 4-6 £14.95 

Spell Book 4-6 Data £11.95 

Spell Book Over 7 £14.95 

Spell Book Over 7 Data £1 1.95 

Spell Book Data Creator £7.95 

The Three Bears £19.95 

Things to do with Numbers £14.95 
Things to do with Words ....£14.95 



Simulations/Strategy 


Borodino 

F-16 Combat Pilot 


£21.50 
£17.50 


F-16 Falcon 


£17.50 



F-19 Stealth Fighter £21.50 

Flight Simulator II £24.99 

Falcon Mission Disks £13.99 

Gunship £17.50 

M1 Tank Platoon £21.50 

Mig 29 Fulcrum £24.99 

Proflight £28.99 

Team Yankee £21.50 

UMSII £21.50 
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EDUCATION edited by PAT WINSTANLEY 



The really young 

ones receive 

some attention 

this month 

I've been looking at the range of 
software available for pre-school 
and "reception" children - aged 
two to five - and there's some 
pretty good stuff out there if you 
know where to look. 

At this age the educational 
aspect of the software goes 
hand in hand with learning to 



operate the computer, so sim- 
plicity of control is called for. 

All of the games we are featur- 
ing this month combine operat- 
ing skills with painless academic 
tutoring and all are recommend- 
ed for even the youngest of chil- 
dren. 

With the younger child an 
adult is required to talk the child 
through in the same way as 
reading a picture book. There's 
plenty to discuss and it's a lot 
better than leaving your child 
glued to the cartoons on televi- 
sion. 



THE WONDERFUL WORLD... 

For toddlers - and older children - there is nothing to beat Disney cartoons. 
But instead of leaving your child as a couch potato in front of the television, 
now you can get some interaction going and let the child control it. 

Three games are available, each suitable for ages two to six and cover- 
ing language, numbers and shapes or colours. Goofy's Railway Express is 
the simplest of the three and presents a series of countryside scenes with 
a train puffing through them. 

As the train puffs smoke a different coloured shape is puffed out too. If 
the child presses the spacebar the shape is transformed into an object 
which places itself in the scene, thus building up the detail. 

At stages on the journey the train passes stations where other Disney 
characters are waiting. Each character has a coloured shape associated 
with it and if the child matches that shape to one from the funnel, the char- 
acter will be taken for a ride. 

Donald's Alphabet Chase shows scenes inside Donald's house where 
various letters are hiding in disguise. As a letter appears the child must 
press the matching key to help Donald find and catch it. Accompanied by 
hilarious cartoon scenes this is the funniest game I've seen for years. 

Mickey's Runaway Zoo is in a similar vein with escaped animals to be 
found and herded up by pressing the correct number. When the right num- 
ber is found, the same number of animals marches back into custody. All 
three packages are very simple and repetitive - which is exactly what tod- 
dlers want. 

Products: Disney Games 

Supplier: Entertainment International, 

Unit 4 Stannetts, Laindon North Trade Centre, 

Laindon, Essex SS15 6DJ. 

Telephone: 0268 541212 

Price: £24.99 each 




SCHOOL CAN BE FUN? J 



No look at pre-school pro- 
grams would be complete 
without a mention of Fun 
School which combines 
educational value with the 
fun and variety required to 
keep a child absorbed for 
hours. 

The package consists 
of six different games cov- 
ering counting, shape matching, letter recognition, word matching 
and action control. Also included is a colouring game in which a 
farmyard scene is painted in colours chosen by the child. 

My six-year-old is still hooked on the package after months of 
play, although the tasks are rather easy for him now. But the ani- 
mation, sound and sheer ease of use has him coming back to 
play over and over again. 

Two other Fun School packs are available - five to seven and 
over sevens - and all are of the same high standard. The age 
ranges are fairly flexible as there is a good overlap in difficulty lev- 
els, thus providing extra value for families with several children. 

Product: Fun School 3 (Under 5) 

Supplier: Database (Europress Software), Triton 

House, Adlington Park, Macclesfield, SK10 4NP. 

Telephone: 0625 878888 

Price: £24.99 



& 




All mixed up 

For slightly older tots who are learning how to match shapes and 
colours, Mix and Match offers three very colourful exercises. Each 
consists of a set of four pictures and, depending upon the chosen 
option, the child must match one of the pictures to a separate dis- 
play and either decide which of the four is different or remember the 
picture shown before. 

Although very simple there is an element of reflex activity 
involved too and with sampled speech and simple controls - mainly 
the spacebar - the games can be operated by young children with 
little parental intervention. 

Various degrees of difficulty can be set and the computer will vary 
the levels according to the child's results. The results can also be 
printed out. 

Scetlander produce a wide range of educational programs, many 
of which are used in schools, and their valuable experience certainly 
shows in the quality of the software. 

Product: Mix & Match 

Supplier: Scetlander, 74 Victoria Crescent Road, 

Glasgow G1 2 9JN. 

Telephone: 041-357 1659 

Price: £24.99 




SPUD KID 




nile on the theme of matching shapes and colours, Kidpotato is 
a rendering of the classic activity where a child builds a potato 
into a little man by adding extras. This version - which is public 
domain - offers two options. 

The first presents a blank potato then provides a selection of 
choices for each body part from which the child creates a charac- 
ter. The second option shows the child a ready-built character 
and asks for the child's potato to be dressed identically. Also on 
the disk is an etch-a-sketch style drawing program suitable for 
slightly older children. 

Product: Kidpotato 

Supplier: Goodmans PDL (disk GD802), 16 Conrad 

Close, Meir Hay Estate, Longton, 

Stoke-on-Trent, ST13 1SW. 

Telephone: 0782 335650 

Price: £2.50 



Atari ST User September 1991 



25 






i i 
© 

o 

Ln_nJ 



@ 






<2£) 

o 

o 



i — r~i 

<2D 



RS •REAPER OFFERS • READER OFFERS 




Master CAD 

How would you like to produce powerful 3-D designs on 
your ST? Now with Master CAD you can enter the world of 
professional CAD which will allow you to project two- 
dimensional figures into three dimensional images. 



ONLY 



Master CAD is simple to use and within a short space 
of time you will be able to create astounding effects 
easily without spending endless hours building 
data matrices, or learning to manipulate a 
primitive and confusing user interface. 

Master CAD outputs to Hewlett Packard 
Plotters, HP COLOUR PRO, HP 7550, HP 
DRAFT PRO, Epson FX80 or Atari 
SLM804 Laser. 



VJ 



TO ORDER, PLEASE USE THE FORM ON PAGE 116 OF ST USER 




Figure it out! 



ATARI ST 

-CALC 

SPREADSHEET A 3D spreadsheet at a remarKadly low price 



If you need a spreadsheet for your ST, then you need 3D-Calc. This feature-packed program 

has everything the small business or home user is likely to need. 

That includes its own integrated editor and programming language, graphics for chart 

production and extended statistical functions. 

The full version requires 1 Meg of memory, but a reduced feature version included means you £OJl Ql%| 

can also run 3D-Calc on a 520 ST with half a megabyte of memory. WfafiVVi 



And it's yours 
for only 



Other features include: 

* Spreadsheet size up to 13 pages x 2048 rows x 256 columns 

* Holds up to three spreadsheets simultaneously in memory, with 
up to three windows open per spreadsheet 

* Works in Mono or Colour in high or medium resolutions 

* Integrated text module with data export from spreadsheet 
allowing formatted data output, mail merge and label printing 

* Graphics module includes bar and line diagrams, pie chart, 
multiple bar and line graphs, stacked bar graphs and function 
graphs 

* Enhanced statistical analysis includes averages and distribution 
parameters, scatter diagram with best fitting curve, regression 

and correlation, T-tests, Wilcoxon tests etc 

Extended database functions 

Reads ASCII and Lotus 1-2-3 files 
* Includes file format description to allow users to integrate 

spreadsheet data into their own programs 
"FT compatible 



To order, turn to the Reader Offers order form on page 1 1 6 of this issue 
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COMMUNICATIONS edited by EDDIE McKENDRICK 



Eddie 

McKendrick 

takes a wander 

around British 

Telecom's 
bulletin board 

Imagine a bulletin board that is 
only a local number away and 
has callers spread out as far 
afield as a small croft in the Isle 
of Skye, and an even smaller 
bedsit in central London. 

Throw in a good measure of 
Teletext-style graphics and 
you've pretty much summed up 
British Telecom's Micronet. 

During Micronet's early days it 
was dominated by the anorak 
elite, but these days it's a very 
different story. The net is basi- 
cally a huge collection of Tele- 
text-style frames. At the last 
count there were more than 



arteries and veins of the net- 
work. The built-in keyword facili- 
ty provides a more friendly way 
to get to the most commonly 
accessed areas. For example, 
typing *ST# while online takes 
you directly to the ST area of the 
'Net. 

But what about the quality of 
the information? Fortunately, 
most Micronet areas are well 
run; a large number of topics 
are updated daily with others 
typically being updated twice a 
week. 

QUALITY MATTERS 

The information comes from a 
variety of sources. Micronet has 
a core editorial team which pro- 
vides the main news and com- 
puter magazines, while external 
contributors provide news and 
features on special interest top- 
ics like hi-fi, music and televi 
sion. There's even a special 
open access section of the 




Yet more 
ST-related 
information on 
the 'Net 



30,000 pages, containing infor- 
mation on various topics from 
home computing to satellite TV. 

The database is divided up 
into a series of mini-magazines 
which focus on a specific area 
of interest. By keying in a frame 
number you're presented with 
the relevant information. 

The service is extremely well 
structured and it's possible to 
glean the information you want 
without ever keying a frame 
number directly. Instead, single 
or double digit selections can 
be made from intermediate 
menus which flow down different 



database called Gallery which 
allows members to provide edi- 
torial on any topic they fancy. 

Micronet caters for Atari ST 
owners in a number of ways. 
Firstly there is the ST micromag 
which includes daily letters and 
general interest editorial. One of 
the micromag's regular features 
is an in-depth review of Atari ST 
User each month. 

Its editor, Ashley Cotter- 
Cairns, takes the mag to bits 
and glues it back together again 
in his own inimitable fashion. 
What Ashley lacks in accuracy 
he makes up for in entertain- 



Think you can 
do better than ■ 

the Micronet 

writers? Here's 

your chance 





about? ! 



1 E x h ibiti o n - 
have a look 
the latest 
Gal Uries 

2 Book your 
Gal 1 ery 
Frames 



ment value - rather like the rest 
of his micromag. 

16/32 is another ST-specific 
area of the 'Net which contains 
more general interest bits and 
bobs and another set of readers' 
letters. Software demons will 
doubtless be impressed by the 
ST telesoftware area. Here you 
can find recent PD and share- 
ware releases ready for down- 
loading. 

VIRUS KILLERS 

One of the most interesting and 
valuable areas on Micronet is 
their special virus database. 
This contains everything you 
should know about viruses on 
your ST and how to get rid of 

«i«aii;iai 



rather like a phone number, 
which other members can use to 
get in touch individually. 

If meeting people for a chat is 
more your cup of tea, then it's 
probably worth taking a trip to 
Micronet's very own online 
"hotel" - Dialtalk. Up to 64 peo- 
ple can link up and exchange 
news interactively. 

Dialtalk is different to the let- 
ters areas because it's a real- 
time environment. Other people 
using the service see what 
you're saying as you type it. 

The "hotel" is divided up into 
a series of "rooms" which 
include a foyer, a bar and a 
noticeboard. 

Micronet also has lots of free 



t Be Jail no! Police Quest II 15 9? 

5 E Q U E N C I N G F P. E E G I H HERS PART T U 

2 N h a t a r e t h e b i h e f i t s o f i t ? 
EDITORIAL i 

3 T h e C o m puterate Generation 17 / 7 
APPLICATI N R E U I E H 

4 The Tipster Look out, bookies! 11 -y. 
FREEWARE RE U I E U - 

S F T - T E C H UPDATES 

6 ~ i 3 a ;'" ■;• 
8 • Area A r c h i '•.' e 9 ■ All things SI 
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The ST micromag on Micronet edited by Ashley Cotter-Cairns 



nicRoncT 



WEDNE S D A 'I 



The front 

page 

of British 

Telecom's 

Micronet 



cos Bank Account hacked?; KEY 2 

S i e m a n s t o sell A M D s h a r e s a n d t 
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LINE H O I S E ^— ^ 

T a 1 k t o u i n ri y t o n i g h t at 7.09 
FEEDBACK — — — — ^— ^— 
Y o u r c o m p a t i n g 1 e t t . 
Id HE U 
ho's Online 8 9 



them. There is even virus killer 

software to download. 
OK, so what makes Micronet 

different from Ceefax or Oracle? 

That can be defined in a word - 

interactivity. 

In order to use 
the 'Net you must 
be physically 

linked to a central 
computer system. 
This has obvious 
pros and cons. 
On the up-side 
your two-way link 
means the sys- 
tem knows exact- 
ly who you are. 
Every Micronet 
member has a 
unique personal 
Mailbox number, 



software on offer in the form of 
their telesoftware service. Using 
any 'Net-approved comms 
package, it is possible to down- 
load special pages of program 
data which are decoded into 
useable software. 

GET ONLINE! 

Micronet is a subscription ser- 
vice available at local call rates 
costing around 74p an hour in 
addition to a quarterly subscrip- 
tion charge. 

If you have a modem and 
viewdata comms software, call 
the Micronet free demo. 

Set your modem to 7E1 (7 
data bits, even parity, 1 stop bit), 
dial 0272 250000. Use the cus- 
tomer ID: 4444444444 and the 
password 4444. 



I 1 

r I 
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Gasteiner Mouse 



And when you've finished playing 
games, you won't do better than this 
mouse. It's a real winner! Replace that 
sluggish ST rodent with this elegant, 
high resolution Gasteiner product. 



RRP: £26.95 



Our Price £17.95 




Master Sound 2 

Capture any sound you hear 
and replay it in seconds 

It's so easy to use: Simply connect the sampler to your 
ST or STE, load the software and immediately you have 
the ability to capture sounds with amazing accuracy. 

Connect your compact disc player or personal stereo and 
digitise sounds to incorporate into your own games and 
tunes. 

The supplied software provides complete control over the 
sampled sounds: Cut and paste them, flip and fade them 
and you're still only using a tiny fraction of the sound 
processing tools available. 

Best of all, the comprehensive instructions will soon have 
you creating your own public domain demo disks complete 
with IFF picture files. 

The perfect sound sampling package for beginners and 
experts alike. 

Master Sound 2 is a complete hardware and software 
sampling system for only £34.95 (RRP £39.95). 

"Is it real or is it Master Sound?" 

-Amiga Computing, May 1990 



HiS Oft - Your 2nd Manual 

Want to know more about the secret, and not-so-secret 
workings of your ST? Your 2nd Manual, written by 
Andreas Ramos, contains all you'll ever need to know - 
how to do repairs and recover lost information, hints and 
tips, short-cuts, and much more. Also included are two 
free double-sided disks - a Public Domain Disk containing 
lots of goodies, and a HiSoft Demo Disk with full demo 
versions of five great programs. So what are you waiting 
for? We have limited stock - buy today for only £12.95 



WHY LET YOUR FINANCES BE A WORRY? 

Personal Finance Manager 

FOR THE ATARI ST 

Personal Finance Manager provides an easy way of looking after your bank account, building society 
account, credit cards and so on. Its WORKBENCH interface allows transactions to be entered or altered as 
easily as filling out a form 

Full mouse control of PFM's window environment means a really user friendly program. 

PFM for the ST appears and runs exactly the same as our top selling PFM program for the Amiga. 

Automatic Standing Orders means that regular payments are never forgotten, whilst the graphic display will help 

you manage your account more effectively. 

Personal Finance Manager will even attempt to match your statements by automatically identifying transactions that 

haven't yet been cleared. 

• The number of entries is limited only by the size of the memory 

• Full Workbench interface 

• Account entries are automatically placed in date order 

• Selectable date formats 

• Automatic standing orders 

• Auto balancing against statement 

• Graphic analysis including: Balance plot Budget comparison. Spend pie charts 

• Windows are moveable and re-sizeable ^ ~ 

• Graphics are self-scaling to fit windows QSfiL ^LM ■w • 

• All windows can be displayed at the same time l^F* Rfl 5 f IKn TvA m 

• Account print option T*lL. ■ ■■» ,BB,WBi 

• Full multi tasking - allows multiple account access *" ^*" 



RRP PRICE 

£29.95 

INC. VAT 



OUR PRICE 

€24.95 




>v 




IhTMSTED IH HlQH PftHMMMCf GjMHHCi PkQQUMSl 

Then here's how to write them 

This accurate and up-to-date book from SIGMA Press shows how to 
produce vivid 3D solid graphics. Not just pretty pictures, but every- 
thing you will need for your graphics project, even to writing a 
flight simulator. Contents include assembler programming, screen 
mapping and all the transformations you will need to pro- 
duce superb full-colour graphics. 

At Only£ 1 2 • 95 

this represents a superb value reference book for the serious 
ST User 
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EMULATION edited by GUNTER MINNERUP 



AT-Speed in 

go-faster stripes 

and a beginner's 

guide to the 

rudiments of 

Mac and PC 

emulation 



The quest for ever-faster PC 
emulation on the ST continues. 
The 386 emulator may still be on 
the drawing board, but in the 
286 class the race continues 
between the two market leaders. 
AT-Speed and ATonce have both 
recently introduced 16MHz ver- 
sions of their gadgets to an 
increasingly breathless public - 
and somewhere out there is also 
a 286 Supercharger. 

I have only just received 
Compo's offering and cannot 
say that I notice a striking speed 
difference compared to the pre- 
vious version in day-to-day use, 
but Compo's quoted Norton fac- 
tor of 8.2 is somewhat niftier than 
the 6 or so of its predecessor. It 
also includes a socket for an 
80C287 maths co-processor 
which should make some appli- 
cations fly, relatively speaking. 

Speed is in the eye of the 
beholder, I suppose, and in 
some situations - especially 
where graphics are involved - 
every little bit helps. 

DR WHO? 

The really nice thing about AT- 
Speed C16, to give the board its 
full name, is that it comes with a 
complete operating system, DR 
Dos Version 5. DR stands for 
Digital Research, once famous 
for their CP/M operating system, 
and so miffed at being beaten 
by Microsoft for the IBM PC fran- 
chise that they set about writing 
a rival system. And very nice it is 
too. AT-Speed's arch rival 



ATonce also recommends DR 
Dos, but does not bundle it with 
the emulator, so one up for 
Compo here. 

DR Dos is so much better 
than the familiar MSdos that 
even Microsoft have been 
forced to break with their com- 
placency. The result is the 
much-heralded MSdos 5, which 
is currently dominating the 
glossy covers at the news- 
stands. 

For a closer look at the two 
version fives, tune in to this col- 
umn next month. In the mean- 
time, if you need the extra speed 
and fancy a better Dos, give 
Compo a ring on 0480-891271. 

BEGINNER'S GUIDE 

One of the great temptations to 
be resisted when writing a regu- 
lar column such as this one is to 
assume that everybody has read 
every previous instalment and 
thus faithfully following me into 
the upper stratospheres of PC 
and Mac emulation. 

In fact, I am struck by the 
number of requests I get to go 
back to . fundamentals and 
enlighten those who are only just 
considering making their ST don 
the garb of those strange 
machines. 

That's a good thing, I sup- 
pose, since it shows how well 
the ST continues to sell and that 
new users are being introduced 
to Atari computing all the time. 

So, by popular request, here 
is a basic briefing in the black 
art of emulation. How does an 
ST manage to mimic a Mac or 
PC at all, given the considerable 
differences between them? Well, 
as far as the Mac is concerned, 
the differences are not that 
great. 

Both use the same central 
processor chips, and emulating 
the Mac is therefore "merely" - 
apologies to Dave Small, inven- 
tor of the wonderful Spectre - a 
question of reconciling the 




expectations of Mac software 
with the remaining architecture 
found in Atari's grey boxes. 

This is what the emulating 
software does, whereas the 
Spectre cartridge is essentially 
the home for those parts of 
Apple's operating system that 
reside in rom chips. In principle, 
the Mac could even be emulated 
in software only, but that would 
involve breaking Apple's copy- 
right to the contents of the rams 
and thus would be very naughty, 
not to say illegal, indeed. 

As to the PC, it being a some- 
what jazzed-up relic of the 8-bit 
stone age of personal comput- 
ing, built around various CPUs 
from the US firm Intel, it would 
again be possible to painstak- 
ingly translate every Intel instruc- 
tion into its Motorola equivalent. 
It has been done, by the now 
legendary pc-ditto - but all that 
interpreting slows down software 
emulation to a crawl. 

So instead, emulator design 
has settled on using a genuine 
Intel chip or equivalent - NEC's 
V30 and Intel's own 286 being 
the most popular - running par- 



Partitions: 


Assign DOS partition 
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Assign Tos partition 
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Configuration of AT-Speed C16 is friendly and easy, 
but care must be taken over the assignment of 
Gem partitions to Dos: the Atari partition C should 
be avoided. 

The Atari mouse becomes a Microsoft-compati- 
ble serial mouse, and any problems with the step- 
rate of older 5.25/n drives - very useful peripherals 



indeed for Dos emulation - are taken care of by the 
configuration program. 

The emulator can also be installed as a desk 
accessory, so switching between Dos and the ST's 
native Tos is both quick and easy. 

Compo Software are responsible for this speedy 
little offering. Now it's ATonce's turn... 



allel to Atari's built-in one. This 
can be done either internally or 
externally. The former - PC/AT- 
Speed, ATonce - is neat but can 
be difficult and invalidates any 
warranty on a new ST. The latter 
- Supercharger - takes desk 
space but is more convenient. 

Then, of course, you still need 
the operating system software 
before you can indulge in dis- 
guising your ST. The disk-bound 
parts of the Mac's system soft- 
ware have to be obtained from 
Apple dealers - notoriously snot- 
ty and unhelpful - or friendly 
Mac users. 

WITHIN THE LAW 

The PC operating system must 
be bought if you want to stay on 
the right side of the law, unless, 
of course, it comes bundled with 
the emulator as is increasingly 
the fashion (see above). Only 
then will you be able to shove a 
genuine Mac or PC disk into 
your ST drive and run the 
famous software classics. 

But what about disk formats? 
No problem in the case of PC 
software as long as the software 
comes on 720K, 3.5in disks, as 
it usually does since this format 
is popular on portable PCs. But 
the older, larger 5.25in disks and 
newer, high-density 3.5in format 
can be a hurdle. 

With Mac emulation, the GCR 
version of Spectre can handle 
Mac disks, but again not the 
more recent high-density for- 
mats. In both cases, find a help- 
ful friend or dealer willing to 
transfer the bytes onto ST-friend- 
ly floppies for you. 

If all else fails, there are 
always modems and null 
modem cables, but that is hardly 
a suitable topic for beginners. 
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STITCH UP 
YOUR 

BOOKIE 
... for only \JrO 

£24.95! 



Pro-Punter is a remarkable piece of software that gives you a 
much higher than average chance of winning on the horses. 

Officially proven to the racing press and other magazines by 
sending time and date franked letters by Post Office mail, Pro- 
Punter has shown that it can predict winners with remarkable 
accuracy. 

And it is also cautious with your money. If it thinks there is any 
doubt about the outcome of a race it will advise you not to bet. 

For a short period, the best news of all is that you can save over 
£32 off the recommended price if you buy it from us. 



RRP 
Our Price 



£57.50 
£24.95 



SAVE £32.55 




Passing an exam . • • 
applying for a job . • . 
whatever you wani to do in life 
you need to be able to SPELL! 

practising spelling painless but also 
loads of run as well. 



There's mounting alarm about the 
appalling standards of spelling 
among Britain's schoolchildren. MPs, 
teachers, parents and employers are 
all stressing the vital importance of 
being able to spell correctly. 

Yet most homes have what could 
be the ideal means of teaching 
spelling - the computer. 

Instead of zapping aliens it could 
be turned into the best weapon of all 
to deal a body blow to bad spelling. 
With the help of a brilliant new soft- 
ware pack-^*^^. 

( age that not 
makes 




SPELL! is unique. It lets the user 
learn at his or her own pace. They 
can take as long as they like - or take 
on the computer in a high-speed chal- 
lenge! 

And this one package is ideal for 
everyone - with the lowest age group 
suitable for under-5s, while the more 
advanced words will stretch even the 
most able students. 

It includes five different tests, each 
making use of more than 5,000 
words - so much variety that you II 
never get bored. 



• 5 DIFFERENT TESTS 

• OVER S r OOO WORDS 

• FOR AGES 5 TO IS 



SPELL! only costs £8.95. It is now avail- 
able on disc and tape for six of the most 
popular home computers. Please use the 
order form on Page 1 16. 




TROJAN 



A must 
for Atari ST 
Gameplayers 




Advxt+icee/ (^&--^oictrartic GsctUfcu I 




/&0/1M 




Our Price 

£39.95 




\j>fror*Q Af/oro~ - Sto/Ccn 






27<?m*» 



-3-j The Trojan Phazer gun 
1 opens up a whole new 
hase of computer enter- 
iinment. This advanced 
ght phazer presents a 
hallenge of skill and 
accuracy for Atari ST 
* '• gameplayers of all ages. 
7cptf€t7 3orr€e The pack includes two 
j&- t*Yifwov€ fre«i games, Orbital 
£ ti £a*t&e Destroyer and Skeetshoot, 

which will test your shooting skills 
to the extreme and a full manual. 

Advanced features of the 
Trojan Phazer include: 

• Opto-electronic circuitry to give 
excellent accuracy [ 

•k Plugs into the Amiga joystick port 

• Long (1 .5 metre) lead tOW^^' 

• Comfortable hand grip @^»|» jam 

^" ' SOFTWARE 



To order, turn to the Reader Offers order form on page 1 16 of this issue 
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ADVENTURES edited by AMBUSHBUG 



Ambushbug, 
England's finest 

investigative 

adventure game 

player and part 

time hatstand, 

takes over the 

Adventures 

column. Today, 

Atari ST User. 

Tomorrow, who 

cares? 

The message came in the early 
hours of the morning: "Your mis- 
sion, should you choose to take 
it, is to provide a regular adven- 
ture column for a magazine 
known as Atari ST User. 

"The risks are great and the 
rewards few but at least you 
might get the chance to have 
your photo on the page, may the 
Lord Editor have pity on the 
readers. This message will self 
destruct in five seconds." 



I replaced the phone and 
contemplated the instructions. 
The warm glow from the incendi- 
ary device therein concealed 
providing a handy counterpoint 
to the dark thoughts going 



through my mind: "What shall 
write about? Where shall I get 
my ideas? How can I make 
the column worth reading? 
Who should I send the bill 
for a new phone to?" 

It was time to hit the 
streets. A bit of 
mindless violence 
never did anybody 
any harm. Suck- 
ing on my poor 
bruised knuck- 
les I man- 



ged to find my way to 
TCM, fine purveyors of cheap 
computer software. ..including 
adventures. 

Sneaking into the rear of the 
Jubilee Arcade on Gardner 
Street in Brighton I put the 
squeeze on the unfortunate sap 
behind the counter. He 
couldn't help. He claimed 
there was no pattern to the 
sort of person who buys 
adventure games. 
I gave him the benefit 
of the doubt and 
believed him. Now 
I'm looking for an 
indeterminate 
person of any 




sex and any age. That narrows 
the field down somewhat. 

Suddenly, a suspect eme- 
rged. Zarabeth: a housewife, 
mother of one and a half chil- 
dren and keen adventure fanat- 
ic. Sneaking into her confidence, 
disguised as a bowl of cheese 
and onion crisps, I interrogated 
the unsuspecting woman, she 
said: "I play adventure games 
because they provide an 
escape from reality into a fanta- 
sy world where I can hide from 
the boredom of everyday life. 

"What I really like is the way 
you can sit down for just five 
minutes and when you next 
stand up it's three hours later." 
Now I know exactly who I'm 
dealing with. A fantasy seeking 
escapist with bad time sense. 
I've dealt with worse. ..but only 
just. 

My job now? To provide you 
with the goods on the games. I'll 
put the word on the street that 
I'm looking for new games. If 
someone reads it I'll have the 
lowdown for you next month. 
Who am I? I'm Ambushbug.J 
play these games myself. I even 
wrote one once, but that's anoth- 
er story for another time. 



No doubt you've played a text- 
only adventure - or at least seen 
one - and either love them or 
hate them. If you've never played 

a multi user game, however, you've never seen a text-only adven- 
ture at its best. 

MUGs, as they are generally known, can only be played if you 
have access to a modem, or are lucky enough to be resident at a 
university with one running on the mainframe. You connect to the 
system, decide on a name by which you shall be known and enter 
the game. 

What you see onscreen is a text description of the situation: 
where you are; what is happening, etc. At this point there is no visi- 
ble difference between a MUG and a single user text-only adven- 
ture. 

Indeed, you can play a MUG as if it was a single user game 
(SUG), but that is not where the strengths of a MUG lie. Let's face 
it. Text-only adventures are old hat these days and only the most 
die hard adventure fanatic prefers them to the superduper graphi- 
cal games such as Dungeon Master and many others. 

The one thing that a MUG can provide that no SUG will ever 
supply is the interaction. True, in a SUG you can meet interesting 
characters and talk with them, kill them, trade with them, but I've 
yet to see a SUG where you could ask a character what it thought 
of the football last night and get a sensible answer. 

Here lies the main difference between a MUG and a SUG. While 
wandering through the landscape, finding items of treasure, solv- 
ing puzzles or whatever you wish to be doing, you may come 
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Multi user games 
are constantly 
evolving. Try 
Shades or ... 



across characters who are not 
controlled by the game but by 
other people like yourself! 

You could be sitting in 
your bedroom in Brighton, negotiating a maze in the mysterious 
land of Whatsit when suddenly somebody sat at their computer in 
Newcastle could appear, bash you round the head with the sharp 
implement of their choice and run off with your golden kebabs! If 
you give chase you may find yourself ambushed along the route 
by an armed gang, collaborating even though they're at opposite 
ends of the country. 

For some indefinable reason, playing against, or with, other peo- 
ple provides a thrill that no computer could ever supply. You can 
fight with real people, or even make friends with them! 

Many of the more popular MUGs have regular meetings where 
players get together to discuss great tales of heroism and brava- 
do, and even greater tales of who drank the most at the last get 
together! 

A good MUGs is also constantly evolving. Buy a SUG and you're 
stuck with what you've got. Play a MUG, however, and you'll find 
the game is constantly changing, new features, areas, commands, 
etc being added by the operator of the game. MUG operators usu- 
ally listen carefully to suggestions made by the players, so you can 
even have a hand in the direction in which the game evolves! 

Next month I'll look at a couple of MUGs in more detail. If you 
want to try a few straight away though you can try: SHADES and 
TRASH via Prestel and Micronet; and IOWA on direct dial 0883 
744164 (local to London). 




... Trash for a bit 
of unpredictable 
fun 
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Using a system of 
strengthened steel rods 
these handsome binders 
will hold 12 issues of your 
favourite magazine 
securely in place. Why 
rummage through cup- 
boards and book cases 
for dog-eared back 
issues when you can 
keep them safely together 
in one place? 



ONLY £5.95! 



DUST COVERS 

Keep your ST free from dirt 
and dust with these smart 
dust covers. Made from 
rugged PVC, bound with 
strong cotton and sporting 
the distinctive Atari ST logo, 
these are the perfect way to 
protect your micro. 



ONLY £4.95! 



DISK BOXES 

These sturdy closeable 
boxes will protect your 
disks from damaging dust 
particles 

Each one also features 
the Atari ST User logo and 
can hold up to 50 disks. 



ONLY £4.95! 




5 FOR £7.50! 
25 FOR £20! 
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All prices include postage, packing and VAT for 
UK orders. Europe and Overseas orders incur 
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allow up to 28 days for delivery 
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May 1991 


£3.50* 9249 I I 


"June 1991 


£3.50* 9250 I I 


•July 1991 


£3.50* 9251 I I 


"August 1991 


£3.50* 9252 I I 


All six magazines Mar 91-Aug 91 


£18.00* 9174 I I 


All back issues include cover disk * Add £3 Europe & Eire / £7 Overseas 


* These include ST World 





PRO PUNTER 



£24.95 9484 



SPELL 



New 



ST 


£8.95 


3613 


Amiga 


£8.95 


3614 


PC 5.25in 


£8.95 


3615 


PC 3.5in 


£8.95 


3616 


Archimedes/Compact 


£8.95 


3612 


BBC 5.25 40T 


£8.95 


3610 


BBC 5.25 80T 


£8.95 


3611 


BBC/Elec Tape 


£8.95 


3617 



PHAZER GUN 



New 



£39.95 9777 



JOYSTICKS & MOUSE 



Comp Pro Extra Joystick 
Comp Pro Glo Green 
Gasteiner Mouse 



£13.95 9139 
£14.95 9740 
£17.95 9752 



BINDERS 



£5.95 9478 



DUST COVERS 

£4.95 97 79 



DISK BOXES 
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MUSIC PRODUCTS 



Soundblaster 
Mastersound 2 
Quartet 
Bundle of Three 



£47.95 9756 

£34.95 9704 

£44.95 9705 

£99.95 9706 



STOS GAMEMAKER 

MANUAL £1 95 9476 

ROMBO VIDI-ST 

Vidi-ST/Vidi Chrome-ST £104.95 9767 
RGB Splitter £61.95 9760 



PFM PLUS 



£34.95 9703 



PLAYBACK 



£26.95 9749 



PROTEXT V4 
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REAL TIME 3D New 
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3D-CALC SPREADSHEET 
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HARLEKIN 
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MASTER CAD New 
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MANUAL 
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DESKTOP PUBLISHING edited by CHARLES MICHAEL 



Timeworks 

improvements 

likely soon for 

ST users, plus 

new clip art and 

a user group for 

DTP enthusiasts 

Over in the PC world GST has 
just released version 2 of Time- 
works Publisher. The company is 
also on record as saying it is 
continuing to develop Timeworks 
"and other products for the ST 
market. 

Assuming the ST version of 
Timeworks continues to parallel 
the PC product, what can we 
look forward to in Timeworks 
Publisher 2 ST? 

The biggest improvement may 
be the ability to flow text directly 
around a graphic, rather than 
just around its frame. This is 
done by manually altering the 
outline of the frame to mimic the 
shape of the graphic. It's easy to 
use and very versatile. 

Also on the improvements list 
may be a wider range of paper 
sizes, more text and graphics fil- 
ters for loading alien formats and 
extensions to the keyboard 
short-cuts. 

The range of embedded com- 
mands that can be typed into a 
wordprocessing text file and 
automatically actioned by Time- 
works is also a feature of the new 
PC product. Ascii text can be 
exported too. 

One area in which the ST ver- 
sion of Timeworks probably won't 
be able to mimic the PC version 
is the increased range of fonts. 
GST now bundles its bitmapped 
font generator, Typografica with 
the PC DTP, giving seven fonts 
in any size you might care to cre- 
ate. 

Unless Atari's rumoured intro- 
duction of UltraScript as an 
extension to -GDOS comes 
about, it seems unlikely that GST 
could offer the same flexibility in 
font handling that it has intro- 
duced to Timeworks PC. With 
UltraScript, of course, the ST 
would yet again get one over the 
PC, as UltraScript fonts are 
scaleable "on-the-fly".. 

ENTER A FEW MORE 
CHARACTERS 

The set of characters you can 
display and print depends very 
much on the DTP you use. The 
set of all upper and lower case 
letters, numbers and punctuation 
characters is common to all, of 
course, but the same is not true 
of characters not found on the 
keyboard. Those DTPs which 
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Historical fact and fiction, both covered in Clip Art (PDI's sampler 



come with their own fonts - Cala- 
mus and PageStream are prime 
examples - can use whatever 
character set they like. Sets 
compatible with HP and 
PostScript laser printers are 
common. 

If you use a Gem-based pro- 
gram, like Timeworks Publisher 
ST, its character set is that pro- 
vided by Digital Research for 
Gem. This set includes a mass 
of accented characters, Euro- 
pean punctuation - such as the 
inverted question and exclama- 
tion marks - and a limited range 
of symbols, including those for 
registered design and trade 
mark. 

Although the characters are 
there, there's no way of access- 
ing them from within Timeworks 
as they can't be typed directly. 



The program can display and 
print them, but only by import- 
ing them from another program 
which can generate them 
directly. 

The easiest way to use these 
characters is to make up a 
short file of them, using another 
application which can generate 
them. You can then import them 
into a small frame within your 
working document in Time- 
works where they can then be 
cut and pasted as needed. 

Although this sounds cum- 
bersome, you don't normally put 
a TM or cedilla in every sen- 
tence you write. 

The cheapest way to gener- 
ate a set of all the Gem charac- 
ters is to buy a copy of the PD 
program STWriter, available for 
a couple of pounds, and edit a 
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A set of non-typeable characters for use in Timeworks 



copy of the text file 
STWCODES.TXT, which is a 
table of all the special charac- 
ters (the Gem character set) 
which the program can produce. 

MORE PD CLIP ART 

Yet another set of clips arrived at 
STU Towers this month, this time 
from Clip Art (PD), of Blandford 
Forum. There are some good 
varied images here, complete 
with freeware cataloguing and 
viewer utilities. 

There's something awry with 
the viewer, though, as images 
come up double and with their 
colour bit-planes showing in 
medium-res mode. However the 
images themselves load into 
Timeworks in medium-res, and 
are obviously high quality clips. 

If you want to know more, 
contact Clip Art (PD) at 8, Col- 
lege Road, Blandford Camp, 
Blandford Forum, Dorset DT11 
8BE. 

DTP USER GROUP 

Dave Howell is embarking on a 
substantial task in starting a DTP 
user group for ST owners. Origi- 
nally intended to cover Cala- 
mus, it has now been opened 
up to cater for all ST DTPs, as 
well as some half-breeds like 
Calligrapher. 

Dave aims to put together his 
first newsletter around now and 
can be contacted after 6pm on 
(0922) 649410. If you'd rather 
write for details, address your 
letters to Flat 3, 68 Corporation 
Street West, Walsall, West Mid- 
lands WS1 3QR. 
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The ST Club 



FONTKIT PLUS 3 

Edit or create GEM fonts. Signum fonts, screen fonts and downloadable 
printer fonts. Incorporates a suite of drawing tools, plus block manipulation 
tools, and will import Calamus, Degas and Macintosh fonts. The package 
includes Fontswitch 3, which re-configures the keyboard and changes screen 
and printer fonts; plus Fontprint to give complete control over the printer 
fonts used with Epson compatible printer. Price-. £19-95. 

UNIVERSAL ITEM SELECTOR m 

Powerful replacement for the Atari Item Selector. Universal Item Selector III 
incorporates a host of utility functions: format disks, copy, move and rename 
files and folders, create folders, find files, set file paths, etc. "You'll wonder 
how you ever lived without it," ST Format, December 1990. Price: £19.95- 

THE CATALOGUE 

Our collection of PD and Shareware disks runs to over 2,000 disks and we 
guarantee same day dispatch on all orders. Our Free Catalogue - (46 pages 
A4) details these disks and all of our products and services: PD disks, Books, 
Budgie UK Licenseware and Laser Printing. We also publish: The Astronomy 
Lab (£19.95), Key Master (£6.95), Oxford Chess (£9.95), Molgraph (£12.95), 
Guides to Timeworks DTP (£9.95) and 1st Word (£6.95), Fontpac Plus GEM 
and Signum fonts (from £6.95). Details of these will be found in our current 
catalogue. Write or telephone for your copy today. 

The ST Club, 49 Stoney Street, 
Nottingham NG1 1LX (0602) 410241 



i Please send me: 

i □ Universal Item Selector III (£19.95) 
''% □ Fontkit Plus 3 (£19.95) 
j □ Free copy of the 46-page ST Club catalogue 

Name: 

! Address: 

Postcode: Tel: 

Return to: The ST Club, 49 Stoney Street, Nottingham NG1 1LX ] 
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STRATEGY SOFTWARE 

Strategy Games for the Atari ST 

EUROPE AT WAR - is a strategy war simulation of the Second 
World War in Europe. For one to three players with each player 
having the choice of controlling the Axis, Allied or Soviet forces. 
The game is built around an easy to use menu system and a 
detailed map containing 48 countries from the British Isles to the 
Middle East and from Scandinavia to Africa. All these countries 
have their own armies, navies, airforces, population levels, trade, 
types of government, industry, defences, alliances and much more. 
The game also contains charts to make information easier to 
understand. 

The game starts in 1939 just before the start of the Second World 
War and ends when victory conditions are achieved. There is also 
a save game option and a detailed manual. Colour Only. 

Price £19.95 P&P included. Outside UK add £2.00 P&P 

Cheques/Postal Orders payable to STRATEGY SOFTWARE 

^STRATEGY SOFTWARE, 32 Albert Street, Seaham, Co Durham, SR7 7L)., 



WIZARD P.D. 

178, Waverley Rd, Reading, Berks, RG3 2PZ 



* HIGH QUALITY 

* FAST SERVICE 

* VIRUS FREE 



* LOW PRICES 

* FULL RANGE 

* CUSTOMER HELPLINE 



BEGINNERS 
WELCOME^- 



CLUB PACKS 

FULL DISKS 

ALL DISKS 

TOS 1.09 

STE 



You choose the disks not us!! 
All disks filled to capacity 
Are verify copied & immunised!! 
No problem all compatible! 
Incompatible discs all listed!! 
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SPECIAL OFFERS: Commercial 
Software from £2.80 



For free catalogue call us on 0734 574685 or send SAE to: 
178 Waverley Road, Reading, Berks RG3 2PZ 
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FLEXIDUMP PLUS 



superb nrii rxim dumps 

FROM YOUR LULU U 1\ PRINTER 



• 
• 



Recycle It 



Superb Colour/Mono Graphics Dumps 

Vary Dump size from 1mm to 10 metres in length 

Select part of screen to be printed 

Choose from a variety of densities and passes 

Colour correction for best possible colour 

Colour catalogue function. Put a picture disk in and 

Flexidump will print a miniature of each picture 

and print the titles. 

Also includes a complete production label program 

Other features include Text insertion, X Reflect 

Y Reflect, Mirror, Upturn, Fill, Rbox, Random, 

Invert, Frame, Block, Circle, Sketch, Upright or 

sideways Dump, Auto Calculates on 1:1 Aspect 

Ratio or Deselect this and Stretch the Dump. 

Ideal for use with T-Shirt printing ribbons. 

FlexiDump Plus (2 Disks) Colour and Mono 
9 and 24 pin drivers included only £39.95 
FlexiDump Mono 9 pin printers £19.74 
Above prices include VAT and Carriage. 



How to order: Enclose cheques /PO made payable to: 
CARE ELECTRONICS or use Access/Visa. M 



CARE ELECTRONICS 

800 St Albans Road, Garston, Watford, Herts, WD2 6NL 
Tel : 0923 894064 Fax : 0923 6721 02 



Don't throw away your plastic printer ribbon cases when the 
ribbon wears out. Just take the top off, take out the old ribbon and 
reload it with a new one. It's simple. Full instructions supplied. 
Reloads for:- 

Star LC200 9 Pin 4 Colour (Normal Ink) 5 Reloads only £23.50 

Star 24 Pin 4 Colour (Normal Ink) 5 Reloads only £28.20 

Citizen Swift 4 Colour (Normal Ink) 5 Reloads only £39.95 

Normal ink ribbons available in Gold, Silver, 

Magenta, Orange, Purple, Brown, Green, Blue, Red 

for a wide range of printers. 



T-Shirt Printing Ribbons 



PRINT ON NORMAL PAPER IRON ON T-SHIRT 

4 Colour Citizen Swift £29.61 

4 Colour Citizen Swift (Reload) £13.16 

4 Colour Star LC10 £12.22 

4 Colour Star LC200 9 Pin £29.61 

4 Colour Star LC200 9 Pin (Reload) £12.22 

4 Colour Star LC200 24 Pin £33.84 

4 Colour Star 24 Pin (Reload) £14.10 

1 Colour Citizen 120D/Swift £7.99 

1 Colour Star LCI £7.52 

1 Colour all Star 24 Pin £8.93 

1 Colour Epson FX80/LQ400/MX80 £7.05 

1 Colour Epson LX80 £5.64 

1 Colour Epson FX100 £9.17 

1 Colour Panasonic KXP 1080 £8.93 

1 Colour Taxan/Canon 1080A £9.87 

Heat transfer Pens 5 large red/orange/yellow/green/blue, 

Large pens have a market size nib £11.75 a set 

Heat transfer Pens 5 small red/orange/yellow/green/blue, 

Small pens have a fine nib £9.87 a set 

T-SHIRT RIBBONS NOW AVAILABLE IN RED, BLUE, GREEN, 

YELLOW and BLACK AND FOR A WIDE RANGE OF PRINTERS 

Phone our order line on 0923 894064 ( Answerphone outside normal hours) 

Atari ROM Cartridge takes two 27256 or 27512 EPROMS £11.28 

50 Colour Pictures £14.57 

ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT AND CARRIAGE 
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BUSINESS edited by PHIL TRORY 



Doing strange 

things with 

spreadsheets, 

using PC files 

and saving tax 

Ask the average executive of a 
large company what he does 
with his desktop computer and 
the chances are that using a 
spreadsheet will be near the top 
of the list. You may find that sur- 
prising, for at first sight spread- 
sheets appear pretty limited 
things - wonderful for doing lots 
of complicated sums and not 
much else. 

In fact, a good spreadsheet is 
a very versatile implement 
indeed. I once worked with a guy 
who used his for absolutely 
everything - typing memos, 
preparing agendas for meetings, 
storing telephone and mailing 
lists. About the only thing he 
didn't use it for was complicated 
sums. 

The versatility is a bit of an 
accident. The usual financial 
reporting application has row 
labels, such as "Sales", "Price" 
and "Revenue", column head- 
ings like "Jan", "Feb", "Mar", 
titles, footnotes and of course, 
the numbers and calculations. 

To accommodate all of this, 



any cell of a spreadsheet can 
hold numbers, text, or a formula. 
So, if you make the first column 
very wide, you have a crude text 
editor, or, if you head the 
columns "Name", "Address", 
"Telephone", etc, you have 
something that is starting to look 
very like a database, and you 
will probably be able to sort the 
records and search for a particu- 
lar surname. 

If you are lucky enough to own 
Kuma's K-Spread 3 or K-Spread 
4, you can actually define a part 
of your spreadsheet as a 
database and then set up quite 
complex searches - for exam- 
ple, all males over 45, earning 
more than £20,000. 

If you already have a spread- 
sheet package and know how it 
works, you can use it as a simple 
database without spending any 
money, or learning anything new. 
You may hit problems, however, 
if you need to store your data in 
several tables, or if the amount 
of data grows very large. 

Spreadsheets tend to load all 
the data into memory at once, so 
your database size is limited by 
the amount of ram you have. A 
proper database package will 
only keep in memory the records 
it needs at any one time, so here 
the limiting factor is disk storage 
which, with a hard disk, can be 
upwards of 20Mb. 



Beat the taxman 

Everyone would like to pay less tax, but there is a subtle differ- 
ence between avoidance (which is legal) and evasion (which 
puts you in prison). As most people aren't tax experts and can't 
afford to employ one, they pay more tax than they need to, just to 
be on the safe side. 

Digita International have sent me copies of correspondence 
from a very happy user of their Personal Tax Planner (PTP), who, 
having used it to check his tax affairs for the previous four years, 
received refunds amounting to just over £1,800. That's not a bad 
return for an outlay of £40. 

Similar claims are made, of course, by tax guides in magazine, 
or book form, like the ones produced by Which? and The Daily 
Telegraph. The advantage of having PTP on your ST is that all the 
tedious calculations are done for you, and the program can give 
advice automatically, which you might miss if you had to wade 
through a book. 

Also you can quickly try different strategies to see which gives 
the lowest liability. No one can guarantee that using PTP will 
reduce your tax bill, but if you suspect you are giving too much of 
your money to Mr Lamont, PTP must be worth a try. 

Product: Personal Tax Planner 

Supplier: Digita International Ltd., 

Black Horse House, 

Exmouth, Devon, EX8 1JL. 

Tel: 0395 270273 

Products: K-Spread 3 & 4 

Supplier: Kuma Computers, 

12 Horseshoe Park, Pangbourne, 

Berks RGB 7JW. 

Tel: 0734 844335 



The Lotus position 

One of the industry standard file formats for 
transferring data between packages is the 
Lotus 1-2-3 work file format, or .WK1 file. So 
how easy is it to take a data file created on a 
PC in 1-2-3 and use it on an ST? 

I decided to try the .WK1 import facility in K- 
Spread 4, and found it quick and easy, with 
only a minor hiccup. 
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I selected TAKE from the File menu, which brings up the import 
selector. You can import DIF, Lotus and Ascii files, and having 
chosen Lotus, I came to the file selector. Finding my WK1 files 
was easy 
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Period 4 . 

Profit $ Loss Account 

Sales Revenue 
Cost of Goods Sold 

Gross Trading Profit 
Depreciation 
Overdraft Interest 
Loan Interest 

Gross Profit 
Tax Payable 

Net Profit 
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A brief moment of panic, because something seems to have gone 
horribly wrong with column B 
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PROFIT J LOSS REPORT 

Profit 8 Loss Account Cost of Goods Sold 

Sales Revenue 8918866 Ran Materials 

Cost of Goods Sold 7488188 Production cost 

— Maintenance k 

Gross Trading Profit 1429988 Transportation "l 

Depreciation -368888 Advertising 

. Overdraft Interest -174698 Salaries etc 

16 Loan Interest -12768 

11 - Current Expenditure 

12 Gross Profit 882442 Change in stocks 

13 Tax Pagable -168185 

Cost of Goods Sold 

»et Profit Z22J1Z 



2,700,080 

1,930,600 

180,000 

268,866 

1,986,888 

597,588 

7588188 
-28,888 
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Panic over! The problem seems to be caused by setting the 
spreadsheet window to full screen before the import. Resizing 
the window puts everything back in its right place. 

The spreadsheet has arrived complete with numbers, labels, 
titles and formulae, ready to carry on working straight away. In 
fact, you'd hardly know the difference - except that K-Spread is 
a lot easier to use! 
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For UK subscribers who 
would prefer the Atari 
ST User Personal 
Sound System to the 
two free games, we 
offer this £29.95 set 
absolutely free 

Lose yourself in a new 
dimension. Experience 
ail the fun and 
excitement of your 
favourite games, 
music packages, etc 
- without disturbing 
the rest of the 
household! 




The Personal Sound 
System comprises: 



* A cleverly designed Interface and the latest 
high-velocity lightweight headphones 

* Crystal clear sound reproduction (in stereo with the Atari STE) 

•k Can be used in three different ways: headphones sound only, 
monitor sound only, sound on both headphones and monitor 

•k Interface features a tough plastic case with volume control 
(dual controls for Atari STE version) 

■k You can also use the headphones with your personal stereo or 
hi-fi system 
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• Full instructions supplied to help you get the most out of this 
superb accessory 
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Subscribing now to Atari ST User brings you not only 
12 months of the best in ST news, features and 
special interest coverage. 

You also get, ABSOLUTELY FREE, TWO brilliant 
Infogrames award-winners which have impressed 
reviewers worldwide. Normal rrp for the package of these 
two games is £29.95 

SIM CITY 

Take the destiny of the world's greatest cities or the 
city of your dreams in hand . . . build factories, houses, 
airports . . . fight crime and pollution. Will you prove to be 
a good Mayor? 

(Entertainment Program of the Year, Educational Program 
of the Year, Best Simulation of the Year f 

- USA Software Publishers Association 

POPULOUS 

Create the world . . . govern the people . . . unleash 
natural disasters on your enemies . . . change the 
geography of mighty planets. 
(Game of the Year, Most Original Game, Best 
Strategy Game J - European Computer Leisure Awards 













REAL VALUE FOR MONEY! 

Subscribe now, and receive either the two games or the Personal 
Sound System absolutely FREE! You will receive 12 issues of Atari 
ST User at £2.99 each (£35.88) plus your gift worth £29.95 - 
that's a total value of £65.83 for only £34.95! 



SUBSCRIPTION ORDER FORM (including FREE monthly disk) 



Please tick the appropriate box 

12 months' Subscription (inducting monthly rover disc) 

New Renewal 

UK £34.95 9300 r 

Europe/Eire £39.95 mo ' 

Rest of World - Airmail £54.95 9392 ~ 



9301 




9391 




9393 





MY CHOICE OF FREE GIFT W subscribe* 
Personal Sound System (ST version) 9305 
Personal Sound System (STE version) 9m 
Sim City/Populous 9307 



Name- 



-Signed- 



Address- 



-PostCode- 



Daytime telephone number in case of queries - 



Subscription orders received before August 13 
will commence with the October issue 



Payment: please indicate method (•) 



MasterCord 



Cheque/Eurocheque made payable to Europress Publications Ltd 

Expiry 

Access/Mastercard/Eurocard/Barclaycard/Visa/Connect °ate 



Send to: Europress Direct, FREEPOST, Ellesmere Port, 

South Wirral L65 3EB (No stamp needed if posted in UK) 



Order at any 

time of the 

day or night 



Don t forget to give your name, 
address and credit card number 



By fax: 051-357 2813 



General queries: 051-357 2961 



By phone: 051-357 1275 
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MAKE YOUR ATM EARN! 

Yes making money with your ATARI becomes incidental when you know how! 
Your ATARI is, if only you knew it, a gold mine. The size and make is 
irrelevent. Make the initial effort NOW by starting your own HOME BASED 
BUSINESS 

This may be the most important move you will ever make! 

REMEMBER: You'll never get rich by digging someone else' "ditch". 
Anyone in the country, including YOU, can become very rich in a relatively 
short period of time just by doing a few basic things! It's more rewarding than 
playing games. The benefits are many and varied. Full or part time. 

FOR FREE DETAILS SEND SA.K To: 




omewasedwusiness 



Dept (ASTU28), 31, PUton Place. King & 
Queen Street, Walworth, London SE17 1DR 



ST UPGRADES AND REPAIRS! 

• STE MEMORY MODULES (Simm and Sip) 

512K-E40 
2 Meg -£175 

• CHIPS TO UPGRADE ST MEMORY 

512K-E40 

2 Meg -£175 

• REPAIRS - Phone for details 

TERMS: Please specify exact requirements when ordering memory. Strictly payment with order. 
All products fitted by us guaranteed for 3 months against defective parts or workmanship 

PENGE TV AND VIDEO SERVICES 

49 Parish Lane, Penge, London SE20 7LJ 
TJ 081-659 2851 
Please make cheques payable to "BREVCO" Thankyou. 
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TURRICAN COMPETITON 



Are you a winner? In June's competition we 
asked you to draw a picture of Turrican blast- 
ing his way through hordes of alien bad guys. 
The mailbag was packed with entries and we 
were so impressed with the entries that we are 
going to publish some of them in month's sec- 
tion. 

But first, did you win? Winning a copy of 
Turrican and a bag of Rainbow Arts goodies 
including T shirts, mugs and posters in first 
place was: 

Phiz Colling-Blackman 
of Hadleigh, Ipswich. 

And the 14 runners up winning a copy of the game are: 
Jamie Axton, Gosport, Hampshire: Kim Blackburn, Brad- 
ford: Carl Briggs, Nuneaton, Warwickshire: Paul Burgess, 
Great Yarmouth, Norfolk: Marco Cuomo, Chigwell Row, 
Essex: Aiden Dalgleish, Reading, Berkshire: Warwick Ludin- 
ski, Henley-on-Thames, Oxfordshire: Alastair Logan, Sandy, 
Bedfordshire: Vincent Miller, Wisbech, Cambridgeshire: Dar- 
ren Rowlands, RAF Valley, Gwynedd: Sean Robertson, 
Greenwich, London: Jonathen Savage, Felixstowe, Essex: 
Satpal Sangha, Southall, Middlesex: Kevin Wilcox, Yate, 
Avon 
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RLEKIN 2 

- your dreams can come true 



Harlekin 2 is a unique collection of utilities and 
applications for your Atari ST and TT computers. All 
programs arc available from a single desk accessory, 
providing maximum convenience while taking up only 
one slot on the Desk menu: 
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complete editor with search and replace, block- 
marking with the mouse, external clipboard with 
cut copy and paste, full page setup options for 
printing, word wrap and more. 



• extremely powerful appointment diary/calendar/ 
ideas organiser called the Manager. This allows 
you to make notes of any size and assign dates, 
times, priorities, icons and alanms to them. Then 
print out your notes by day, month, year etc. for a 
complete time management system. 

• dynamic printer spooler that takes just as much 
memory as it needs, comprehensive printer filter. 

• full macro processor allowing keyboard shortcuts 
for Harlekin 's modules and extensive keyboard 
macros, all totally under your control. 

• communications package allowing X-Modem and 
Y-Modem protocols plus full modem set up and 
an extensive dial directory. 

many, many more utilities too numerous to 
mention in this small space, plus a 150-page, 
wire-bound manual. 

Harlekin 2 is available now at a price of £59.95 
inclusive. Upgrades from version 1 cost £24.95; just 
send your master disk back to HiSoft, together with 
your remittance. 
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Highspeed 
Pascal 1.13 



Version 1.13 of this new, already immensely popular 
compiler is now available. Additional features are: 

• inline assembler 

' help desk accessory 

• i/o-mapped maths co-processor support 

• faster, improved editor 

• more compact libraries 

• absolute-address variables 

Upgrades from earlier versions cost £7.50 inclusive, or 
£2.50 from version 1.1. 

For those not in the know, Highspeed Pascal comes 
from Denmark, is extremely fast and friendly to use 
and is very closely compatible to the immensely 
popular Turbo Pascal on the PC, even including the 
graphics unit from the PC. 

Compilation speed is roughly 20,000 lines per minute 
with excellent code generation for the ST and the TT. 



ProFlight 1 .2 HiSoft C 



We are pleased to announce the release of version 1.2 
of ProFlight, our im- mensely popular 
Tornado flight simu- ^^ lator, loved by 

reviewers and users _^^H alike. 



This new version of 
simulator includes 
graphics, the ability 
set-up, a pause key, 
the view angle and 
works on the TT! 




our Tornado fright 
improved colour 
to save your cockpit 
more control over 
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Registered users can upgrade by sending their master 
disk back, together with £2.50. 



Your FirST 



The ideal way to learn the difficult C 
language is with an interpreter and HiSoft C 
for the ST has all you need: 

• try out your new C programs quickly 
and easily 

• interactive editor with on-line help 

• debugger with single-step 

• extensive GEM toolbox 

• complete manual with C tutorial 

ready widely 
has been 
cerved by 
and 
alike. 

the hassle 
and learn the 
everybody's 



HiSoft C is al 
used and 
well re- 
its users 
reviewers 

So take 
out of C 

language 
talking about 

When you're ready, move up to Lattice C 5 




BASIC 



the official guide 



The comprehensive reference guide. and tutorial to the popular FirST BASIC 
package which is supplied with your new Atari ;ST computer. 

• Full command referenceifb'r "FirST BASIC ] 

• Extensive tutorial, guiding yo0$hrough using BASIC from first 
principles. Includes many exainples plus how to use GEM 
Detailed descriptions of all the GEM' and other operating system 
libraries supplied with FirSTBASIC I ■ ... ■■•'' 1 

• Concepts chaptet.which'.expXaihsf'in'ea&y-tOrU'hdirstand language, the 
modem, structured aspects of FiiST BASIC j 

• Many technical appe|f|ces givirjg a fiiseinating irisight into the 
workings of the AtarW% 

Use the order form to pfctorlwur Fif-STMASiWihd will include a free mouse mat 
printed with the ST ASCII &gx3SM^M8MRteMy,,tl$ / '°f charge. 



HiSoft 



High Quality Software 



The Old School, Greenfield 
Bedford MK45 5DE UK 

Tel: 0525 718181, Fax: 0525 713716 



Priority Order Form 

Yes, please rush me copy(ies) of 

Li Harlekin version 2 @ C59.9S 
G HiSoft C Interpreter @ £59.95 
U Lattice C 5.06.02 @ £149.00 
[J ProFlight Tornado Sim @ £39.95 
U HiSoft BASIC 1.3 @ £39.95 
G HiSoft Devpac 2.25 @ £39.95 
G Highspeed Pascal 1.13 @ £99.95 
G Your FirST BASIC book £14.95 
Name: 



Address: 



Post Code: 



M I enclose a Cheque/Postal Orders 

I would like to pay by: 
L.J Access/MasterCard/EuroCard etc. 
LJ Visa/TrustCard etc. 

Card No: 



Expiry Date: Sgnatie 



All prices include UK VAT and postage within 

the United Kingdom. Goods will normally be 

despatched within 2 working days of 

receiving your order. Call, write or fax for 

export prices. All offers subject to availability. 

Please post this coupon to HiSoft at: 

The Old School, Greenfield, Bedford 

MK45 5DE UK. 

Tel: +44 525 718181, Fax: +44 515 713716 



Free mouse mat with 
every order! 



;/ 






P. S. BASIC 2 and Devpac 3 are still under development ■ mote news next month . 
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Vidi ... No 1 in UK & Europe (Leading the way forward) 



^Eijjcs! 



£179 
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Get the most out of your ST by adding 



"The Complete Colour Solution 



The Worlds ultimate creative leisure product for your 
Atari ST. Captures dynamic 512 or 4096 colour 
images from video into your ST in less than a 
second. 



And Look No Filters 



Images can now be grabbed from either colour 
video cameras, home VCR or in fact any still video' 
source. The traditional method of holding three filters 
in front of your video camera is certainly a thing of 
the past. Because Vidi splits the RGB colours 
electronically there are no focussing or movement 
problems experienced by some of our slower 
competitors. Lighting is also less of an issue as light 
is not being shut out by lens filters. Put all this 
together with an already proven Vidi-ST / 
VidiChrome combination and achieve superb quality 
512 or 4096 colour images. (4096 colours only 

| available on STE). Mono images can be grabbed in 

% real time from moving video. 

VUSH YOUR ATARI ST TO ITS LIMIT ... 

r 

;: , You will see from independent review 

comments that we are undoubtedly their first choice. 






■Actual unretouched digitised screenshots 



I THE SOLUTION ENABLES YOU TO 



Capture colour images from any still video 

source. 

Have perfect freeze frame from any video. 

Grab momo images from any video source 

in real-time. 

Digitise up to 24 mono frames on a 1 meg 

ST 

Animate 16 shade images at a choice 

of speeds. 

Grab 3-D images from TV. 

Replace many scanner features. 

Add images for D.T.P. applications. 

Import images into art packages in mono 

or colour. 







i sr /,„, ya "3^oi V m a ;„ 0r,na ''ce 



^■J 



^■■■p 



I ■ 



^^H- 
^^^m 




Full colour demonstration disk available for only £1.95 to cover P&P.** 
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Livingston Scotland 

Telephone 0506-414631 

Fax 0506-414634 
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